| West Lumberton Event Added |

|To Growing “Saucer” Reports |

By ROBESONIAN STAFF

The small man (30 inches high)
who alighted from.-a flying saucer
last night in the backyard of the
home of James J. Allen, House
sl, West Lumberion, went off in
a whill" when Mr. Allen asked if
he were hurt - his orange saucer
having hit Mr. Allen’s chimney.

The event, said Mr. Allen, veeur-
red about nine o’clock last night.

Hurried resecarch into the very

“it looked perfectly roiind in the
occasional phenomenon of St. El-
mo’s Fire as a possible explana-
tion, led to immediate spoculation
as to whether the little visitor
could have heen St. Elmo.

Mr. Allen, American Houses om-
ployee, said he was out of doors
when he saw the saucer coming
from the northeast, but from his.
description it was more of a ball;
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air,” “

He said it hit his chimney and -
knocked part of it in. Then it fell
In the back yard and he saw it on
the ground.

“IL was six feet high and gight
feet long and was lighted on the
inside. It was orange in color like
it was in the air. The lights went
oul when 1 walked toward it and
got within about ten feet of jl.**
APPEARED A MAN .

Allen confinued: “There appear-
ed to be a small man about 30
inches high standing beside the
object, When I asked if it was
“hurt, it went away in a whiff ; then
it” made a loud - noise, like air
whistling, and was gone.”

M. Allen said he sat in his back
door for about lwo hours waiting
to sec if it would come back, ,

He didn't specify whether he

hoped it would or hoped it
wouldn’t,
. Scientists all over the land have
offered hundreds of explanations
for flying saucers and local refer-.
ence works being limited to Web-
ster’s Unabridged Dictionary, ref-
erence is made to that volume. ¥t
classified ' lightning. as chain (or
forked) lightning, sheet (or heat)’
lightning, and ball lightning.

"The dictionary says that St. El.
mo's Fire is “'a flame. - like ap-
pearance " ‘sometimes seen in
stormy  weather at prominent.
points on a ship . . . and also on
land . . at the tops of (rees
or steeples . . . It is of the na-
ture of a brush discharge of elec-
tricity, reddish when positive, bly-
ish when negative.”

Added to this. the local weather
station observed ideal conditions
for electrical discharges last night ;

humidity was as high as it can
g0 (100 per cent at hoth 8:30 ant
9:30) and scattered storms oceur-
red. -
SIMILAR APPEARANCE

The report by Mr. Allen coin-
cides with the investigation of a
similar appearance in Red Springs
in December. State Defense Direc-
tor E. Z Jones went to Rod
Springs yesterday to  interview
Sam Coley, 49, a mechanic and
jack of all trades, who revealed
his vision of a “flying saucer™
some months ago. -

Jones said this is what Coley told
him before other witnesses in a
tape-recorded interview :

At dusk one day last December,
Coley’s 12-year old son came run-
ning into the Coley house and
called his father and 17-ycar-old
sister 10 observe a strange object
coming out of the sky.

The object stopped about six feet
above the ground about 300 yards
{rom the house. It was shaped like
two saucers put together with g
cabin-like bulge in the center. It
gave off no light except from win-
dows in the cabin. Coley said he
saw a man inside.

It was almost silent, giving off a
slight purr. The only part of the
object. which was about the size of
an airplane, which seemed to be
moving was a disk on the oute
shell. '

Alter hovering over the spot for
about 10 minutes, it took off *like
a bolt of lightning and faster than
the naked cye could follow.™ It
left almost silently,

Jones said Coley did not report
the objcct because he was afraid
he would have been ridiculed. He
told Jones his daughter convinced
him he should report what they
had scen.

Jones said that he and the Red
Springs police chief helped him
question Coley, the daughter, and -
the son closely and their stories did
not vary.

He said that the police chief ap-
parently lost his skepticism after
the interview. Jones declined to
comment on the interview,
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