eprt UFO’

“First Person to

Still Believes in Phenomenon

On June 24, 1947, Kenneth
Arnold, of Meridian, Idaho, was
flying his two-seater plane from-
Chehalis to Yakima, Wash., over
‘Mount Rainier.

Suddenly, there in his path, he
said, were nine shiny, pulsating
objects flying over the  Cascade
Mountains as fast.as 1,700 miles an
hour., They were. moving in a
strange, weaving motion..

With that sighting; Arnold. was
believed to have been:the first per-
son to report seeing ‘‘flying

" saucers.” :

The publicity-shy Arnold, now

62, makes few public appear-
ances. He recently gave the key-
note address, however, at a three-
day international conference in
Chicago on-unidentified flying ob-
jects (UFQO’s). - '

“They seemed to be alive in the
center, to have the ability to
change their density,” the busi.
nessman said. “No, I have never

_claimed to have seen any little

men in them. Others have, ot me.
I didn’t want to expleit' anyone

and I'didn’t wantto be exploited.” -
Soon after Arnold’s report,.

UFO's became a craze, The flying-
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.eent of Americans-now bélie

citizens,

saucer term was coined. Everyo;
seemed to be seeing them. Arn
said ‘he las seen UFQ'’s gix fin
since the first sighting.

To mark the anniversary. of4
first sighting C0 years -ag
New Age Foundation-
group frem the Neort
planned lectures, a salm
and a sky watch ‘gver the:
foot-high Mount Rainier:

Most Believe .
Gallup polls show that 51 per-"

UFQO’s. A 1973 survey found
15,000,000 Americans said they’
have seen thiem. . -
The United States Air Force;in. -
its Project Blue Book,:inve: B
gated thousands of UFO' sight-
ings. It concluded that.some L0,
reports were hard-to explain;:.
although no natipnal security .
threat was found. Lo
Now semiretired, Arnoid thinks:
the UFO phenomenon is ground-
' Turn to Page 9, Column 1
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ed in age-old human experience.

He said a model he made of
what he saw parallels what
Ezgklel described in the Bible, He
said ‘he has seen 100-year-old
drawmgs in the British Museum
almost identical to what he saw,
~ Amold said he once took mov-
les of two UFO’s flying under his
hglfgt plane at treetop level near
California’s Mount Lassen.

His description has remained
constant. The craft flew erratical-
ly, "‘,hke speedboats on rough wa-
ter,” cruising both flat and side-
ways, They were circular, pul-
sated like fireflies in the center,
and traveled at great speeds.

"I have talked with commercial
pilots who have seen them,”
A}'nold said. "I have talked with
hundreds of plain, ordinary

“It appears that the scientific
community, after years of dis-
missing us as kooks, has decided :
to reconsider.” ' BT

L3
-

ohE
-"-Hi



