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Airman sights

a 'mushroom'
in the clouds
PLYING mushrooms are wirh us!

Capt. Douglas Barker,
veteran A.N.A. pilot, saw

one yesterday.
He told the Civil Avia-

tion
, Department that he

saw a semi - transparent
object shaped like "a mush-

room with stalk" over the

Templestowe brickworks at
10.15 a.m.

?

Last night, Captain Bar-

ker said: "I was sitting on

the edge of the dining table

in my home at East Kew
when

'

I noticed a clear,

plastic-like, outsize 'mush-

room' oscillating rapidly in
and out of the thick cloud,
which was at 1,800 to 2,000
feet.

"The object, which was

flying well below the safety
level in that area, was

travelling faster than any

jet I . have seen, and was

roughly four times the size
of a DC4 seen side-on.

"It appeared to have

something trailing beneath
it like a thick stalk, which
could have been a small
observation car.

"It was stooging along at
a very fair bat, and in
roughly 12 seconds had dis-

appeared over East Doncas-
ter.

"I am not interested in
impressing anyone, neither
had I been celebrating. the
new year.. I was in bed at
ll p.m.

"Ko question"
"When I reported it to

Flight Control they said I
should take more water with
it, and told me

,
a Convair

it, and told me
,
a Convair

was in the air in that posi-
tion at 10.15 a.m.I

"My flying mushroom was
nothing like a Convair in ap-
pearance.

"I have been flying since
1937 for A.N.A., and served
for three years with the
R.A.A.F., so there is no

question of confusion."
Last year another A.N.A.

pilot, Captain B. L>. Jones,
reported sighting a "flying
fishbowl" just south of Mac-
kay,'in Queensland.

Flying saucers were first

reported over Sweden in

1946. and four yeans later
were reported in many, part«
of Australia. including
Gippsland, Bentleigh, Sur-

rey Hills, Bendigo, and
Moorabbin.

They were officially recog-
nised by the British Wai

Office in November last year
and in Melbourne the Aus-

tralian Flying Saucer Inves-
tigation Committee was sel

up last February to investi-
gate all reports of flying

saucers.


