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ANG Pilot: TWA
Jet Hit by Object

DAVID A FULGHUM WASHINGTON

Witnesses believe an explosion ripped apart Flight 800
over Long Island, but deny involvement in a cover-up

wo New York Air MNartional

Guard pilots, with the basz view

of the crash of TWA Flight 800

last July, are disagrecing abour

what they saw immediately before de-

struction of the Bocing 747-131 jediner.

One believes the airliner was struck by

a fast-moving object coming from the east,

while the other saw only a fiery crail from
the west.

However, both believe a violent explo-

sion ripped the airer-% aparr, prapelling
some of its passengers high enough thac
they did not hit the water's surface until
3-4 min. after the initial explosion.

Maj. Frederick C. Meyer, pilot of an
HH-60 helicopter from the ANG's 106ch
Rescue Wing, has just been freed from an
FBI gag order preventing him from giv-
ing interviews about the 1996 disaster off
Long Island, N.Y. The copilor, Capt.
Christian Baur, remains under FBI re-
strictions not to speak abourt the accident.
Bur two officials familiar with his testi-
mony told Aviation Week & Space Tech-
nology in detail whar he told investigators.

In the days immediately after the ac-
cident, before being ordered not to speak,
Meyer discussed his initial impressions
with news media (AWSST July 29, 1996,
p- 32). Last wesk, he chose Aviation Wesk
as the first news organization to hear a de-

tailed account of his recollections and his
testimony to federal investigators.

Meyer and Baur were in one of the
wing's two aircraft operating norch of the
crash site. The helicopter was operating
over Long Island abour 12 mi. norch of
the TWA crash site. Baur, the copilot, was
at the controls practicing instrument ap-
proaches. The crew was awaiting darkness
so they could begin training with nighr
vision gﬂgll:s,

The key point on which the rwo pilots
disagree is whether a streak of light ap-
peared from the opposite direction of the
flight of TWA 800 (which was flying from
west 1o east after takeoff from Kennedy
Airport), a possible indication of an in-
tercepting missile or some other object.

MEYER'S ATTENTION WAS first called wo
the area of the sky where the accident oc-
curred “by a strcak of light moving from
my right (west) to my left (east),” the same
direction as the TWA flight, he said.

Baur's account differs on this point. Ac-
cording to the two officials who have hand
bath pilots’ accounts, Baur, on the left side
of the cockpit, saw a streak moving from
lefito tiﬁfﬂu: toward the approaching TWA
aircraft before the initial explosion.

“Almost duc south [of the helicoprer],
there was a hard white light, like burn-
ing pyrotechnics, in level flight,” Baur told

investigators from the National Trans-
portation Safery Board, FBI and a Fed-
eral anti-terrorist task force. "I was trying,
to figure out whar it was. It was the wrong
color for flares. It struck an object com-
ing from the right and made it explode.”

Baur’s first impression was thart there
had been a midair collision, possibly be-
twesn two light aircraft that tow banners
along the beach.

“They had wimessed these aircraft come
very close to each other at that time of day,
and that’s what they assumed,” the second
official said.

NTSB investigators have suggested un-
officially that the streaks the pilows saw could
have been light reflecrions lJ:nm the skin of
the aircraft, tongues of flame from the air-
liner or the forward door of che aireraft pop-
ping open, a pessibility that still intrigues
investigators, the sccond official said.

MEYER COULD NOT acrually see the air-
craft, but only the streak, and he admis
that Baur, a younger man, has berter eve-
sight. Moreover, Meyer adds, “Whatever
Chris saw on the lett side T didn't sec be-

causec hC hiﬂck.cd m}" "r'.i:' ¥ ? EE.UI djipl.lt!‘.ﬁ
this, saying that the explosions and crash
were virtually dead ahead of the aircraft.

The helicoprer was executing 2 missed
Epp‘fﬂﬂdi ﬂl'ld was al}uut hﬂjf:ﬁ'ﬂ}' dﬂwn
Runway 24 at the Francis 5. Gabreski In-
ternational Airport at Westhamprton
Beach, N.Y. It had started a climbing left
turn to the south when the aecident oc-
curred. The Sun had not yet set and the
skey was still brighe.

According to Meyer, the streak was
about 15-20 deg. above his line of sight
and perhaps 15 deg. left of the aircraft’s
centerline.

“T don't know if it was a missile thar soruck
the airliner,” Meyer sud. “Nothing at thar
moment said ‘missile’ to me. I spent a num-
ber of years in Vietnam and had scen mis-
siles fired, some of thém.ar me. Bue, that
was 25-vear-old mi.ssifg:cchmlog, which
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left smoke crails. | undersiand today that
they are made with smokeless rocker fuel
and dont leave tails. What 1 saw was 2 soreak
of light, not a smoke trail.”

streak of light that Meyer saw made
a very shallow, gradually descending are.
He points out chat he never saw the ac-
rual airframe of the TWA 747 within the
streak or subscquent sxplosions or smoke
trails. It was virrually idencical to che tra-
jectory of a meteor, with only a slight
curve. But unlike a meteor, the streak was
red-orange in color, he said.

Meyer observed the descending sereak
for 3-5 sec. Then there was what Meyer
describes as a hard, very sudden, yellow-
ish-white explosion thar looked identical
to the detonation of an antiaircraft shell.
He did not suggest an aniaircraft weapon
was fired ar TWA Flight 800, however.

“1t [eft a cloud of smoke just like a flak
explosion does,” Meyer said. *One to two
seconds later, there was a second, hard ex-
plosion almost pure white in color. The po-
sition of that explosion appeared to be
shghd}r below and behind where one would
have anticipated the streak of lighe to have

gone. The trajeceory at that point appeared
ta be slightly bent down and slowed.”

A new detail in Meyers stary was that
almost immediarely there was a third ex-
plosion and fireball. Meyer doesn't re-

CC Almost due south,
there was a

hard white light, like

burning pyrotechnics,

in level flight2J

member if there was an explosion and fire-
ball or if the third explosion turned into
the fireball.

“That was a soft explosion unlike the
first owo,” Meyer said. “Ir began as a riny
point and it grew very rapidly inco a huge
fireball four times the diamerer of the
Sun. | was dumbstruck.”

Baur also saw three explosions. But he

contends that they started from left (cast)
and wenr o right {west). He said the ex-
plosians created a “huge warerfall of Aame
that cascaded down,” the first official said.
“The column of flame was being whipped
around violendy. First it was rumblin
and then it refined itself into 2 spira?
The explosions were all before the cas-
cade of fame began.”
In che helicopter, Baur spake first,
asking if it was pyrotechnics. ANG op-
erations that night were to have in-
cluded flares dropped by a HC-130
ransport aireraft. The crew chen called
the Gabreski tower,
"We said we'd observed a fireball south
of the field and we would like clearanee
to the beach o investigate,” Meyer said.
Baur acrually made the call and reporred
a possible midair collision, the second of-
ficial involved in the investigation said.

The crash time has been variously re-
poried as being from 8:31 to 8:45 p.m.,
Mever said. He believes the earlier time is
more likely to be correct aithough he can't
be sure,

Baur continued to fly the helicopter
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during the search while Meyer functioned
a3 copilor and primary communicater.
.As they approached the crash site, after
sbout 4 min. of flight, debris was still
 falling so they slowed to avoid being hir.
E “As they got closcr, within owo or three
- miles, Baur could see the aircraft body,
E not umbling, but in a vortex almost like
E. inside a tornado,” the sccond official said.
E Meyer made another revelation thac
= was the result of long reflection after the
- gecident.
"~ *] was looking ahead . . . as we ap-
- proached the crash site,” Meyer said. “I
* saw some debris at 1,200-1,300 fr, falling
at terminal velocicy and fuselage fragments
- rumbling at 40-50 mi. per hour. The
things falling at high speasd were bodies
still strapped in their seats. That is logi-
cally inconsiseent if they came from the
same cxplosion at the same time. On re-

llection, T have concluded char the bod-
ies must have been blown upward before
they came down. Thar indicaves a violent
explosion.”

On this poinr, the two pilots’ accounts
agree, the officials said.

"Debris was falling like snow,” accord-
ing to Baur's tesdimony. “Among the par-
ticulate there was metal and paper, some
of it lnwing. Thruugh all of that, things
would come racing through—two or three
high-speed objects like sacks of poraroes.
I believed them to be bodies that had been
blown upward.”

The pilots’ opinion differ from the con-
clusion of inspecrors that all the passen-
gers were in the fusclage when it ripped
apare from aerodynamic forces.

In an attempt to debunk the most
egregious coverup and conspiracy theo-
nics, Mcyer and other ANG officials re-

main adamanc chat their unit was not
part of any latger, undisclosed, mulsiser-
vice operation. Operations the night of
the crash were standard training flights
1o maintain currency with night vision
goggles, rescue operations and in-air re-
fueling.

THE HH-60 FLIGHT was to be of abour two
hours’ durarion and would not extend
more than 2 mi. off the Long Island south-
e coast. The HC-130 would drop flares,
rafts and 2 para-rescueman and later re-
fuel the helicopter in a communications-
our, lights-out operation.

"o other people of other services were
on the base ar che time,” Meyer said. Nor
were there indications of the operations
of drone aircraft, another theory that has
surfaced as the possible cause of the crash.
“MNo, there would have been some kind
of notce.” L



