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August 23, 2011Nick Redfern

In March 1960, the U.S. Air Force and NASA became deeply
embroiled in a controversial UFO event involving a man named
Joseph Perry, of Grand Blanc, Michigan, who claimed to have
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photographed a UFO in the night sky approximately two weeks
earlier. It was an affair that - officially, at least, finally came to a
close 50-years ago this very week.

Joseph Perry was interviewed by agents of the Detroit office of the FBI on March 5,
1960, who, in turn forwarded their files on the strange affair to the Air Force Office of
Special Investigations at Selfridge Air Force Base, and to senior personnel at NASA

headquarters. Interestingly, a handwritten note from a NASA source to the FBI on the
matter states: “Please do what you can to obtain Mr. Perry’s photograph for our
interest. An opportunity to examine would be appreciated.”

Perry, who at the time operated a pizza restaurant in Grand Blanc, had, recorded the
FBI in a memorandum to NASA, “been a professional photographer for thirty years,”
and often took pictures of the Moon with his homemade telescope. At around 1.00 a.
m. on February 21, 1960, Perry told the FBI — and, by default, NASA too — that he
took a number of photographs of the Moon, duly developed them in his very own
darkroom, and while looking at them later, was astonished to notice what appeared
to be nothing less than “a flying object somewhere between the end of his telescope
and the surface of the Moon.”

A highly excited Perry quickly had the picture “blown up;” something that now made
the object much clearer. As Perry carefully scrutinized the new version of the picture,
he could see that it appeared to show a clearly delineated, structured vehicle that
was oval shaped, had a flat bottom, seemed to be surrounded by a fluorescent glow,
and even appeared to have “a vapor trail running behind it.” The FBI advised NASA
that Perry “has taken over one thousand pictures of the Moon and has never seen
anything resembling this object.”

Certain that he had captured something truly anomalous on film, Perry duly furnished
the FBI with the relevant, original photograph — who then sent it to the
aforementioned Office of Special Investigations at Selfridge Air Force Base. From
there, it made its way to the heart of NASA — and summarily vanished.

By this time, the media had latched
onto the story: the Michigan-based
Flint Journal splashed details of the
affair, in bold headlines, across its
pages. Notably, the newspaper
chose to quote the National
Investigations Committee on Aerial
Phenomena (NICAP), who had
informed Perry, much to his justified
concern as it later transpired, that:
“From past experience with
photographic evidence we consider
it unlikely that you will ever see your
picture again.”

Perry responded by contacting the FBI, who merely commented that the picture was
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now In the “proper hands,” to which Perry responded: “The only way | will be satisfied
if | don’t get it back is if the Government tells me it is top secret.” In the weeks and
months that followed, a considerable file was built up by NASA and the FBI with
respect to Perry’s photograph, much of which dealt with his concerns about trying to
retrieve his property from officialdom.

Matters were resolved, to the satisfaction of NASA, the FBI, and the Air Force Office
of Special Investigations at least, when, according to the official documentation on
the affair, Perry was duly advised that “what appeared to be a flying object in this
slide is actually a part of the negative which was not properly developed.” Naturally,
this statement did very little to satisfy those who insisted that the photograph
genuinely showed some form of structured vehicle that had its origins on another
world — and particularly so Joseph Perry, who viewed the whole situation through
mystified and suspicious eyes.

Possibly recognizing that this controversy was going to run and run unless quick
steps were taken to curb the situation, NASA and the FBI both insisted to all inquirers
that this was a matter for the Air Force, and only the Air Force, and, thus, duly
steered all incoming letters in the direction of the Air Force. In time, the controversy
surrounding the matter of Joseph Perry’s missing photograph, and the deep interest
exhibited by officialdom, faded away.

The last entry in the file: one of August 25, 1961, in which the Air Force commented:
“A copy of Mr. Perry’s photograph was shown to analysts from [Deleted] who are
considering [Deleted]...”

Precisely which agency or department the mysterious “analysts” came from is
unknown, as it the precise nature of what is was they were “considering.” However,
this may mean that although — officially — the matter was shut-down 50-years ago this
very week, someone, somewhere may have continued with a bit of digging of the
clandestine and cosmic variety...

TAGS: FBI, nasa, ufo
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The concept of alien life visiting Earth, particularly in ancient times to plant the seeds of knowledge

amidst early human minds, has gone through a renaissance over the last few years. Every...

Follow the Money: Do Elitist Forces Control the Release of Technology?

When you begin the serious study of UFOs, it's almost impossible to avoid at least some discussion

of conspiracy theories. For many, UFOs and aliens themselves are alleged to be a part...

The Sky is Turning Green Around the World

Green may be your favorite color but it's not a good thing when the nighttime sky gets a green glow

and green UFOs appear to fall from space. That's what's been happening...

Craig Jackson
Hmmm interesting.

Though 1960 would have been right in the middle of the space race. If the
government thought someone had captured an image of Soviet space technology,
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they would be all over that image. In the light of this argument, their reaction
wouldn’t appear to be abnormal.

Still very interesting read.

http://www.facebook.com/jeffermitchell Jeffer Mitchell
What about the negative? Perry had his own darkroom, so he must have had the
negative? He should’'ve developed a print for himself and stashed it.

Moondog
AWESOME STORY!

| agree with Craig, below, the government may have been interested in the photo
due to the Space Race...or maybe...it did show something not of earth!

Anonymous

30 years later in 1990, we had the Pitlochry images and they’'ve somehow
vanished between the MoD saying they were returned and yet nobody ever
seeing them again. Saucers and hovering black diamonds. Much like Perry’s
experience we have a paper trail describing Pitlochry as ‘sensitive’ and sketches
being made of the unknown object.

| don’t know if there’s some upper echelon group of collectors playing ‘swapsies’
for UFO images or if they literally vanish into thin air. | sometimes toy with the idea
that all of the good evidence disappears. Imagine if the Roswell saucer came to
be examined and they found themselves looking at balloon debris?

There always seems to be a self-protective margin for error or capacity for
deniability built-in. If we aren’t doing it ourselves, someone or something is doing
it for us!

(link to an MoD doc referencing Pilochry) http://www.mod.uk/NR/
rdonlyres/8B65AF18-7F7B-4EE3-BD54-136AC000B802/0/uforeq3.pdf

GlOrfindel
So is there another copy of photo? Has anyone found another copy of it
anywhere?

Pctwometer
What became of the negative?
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