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CMS 57853D

Mufon case 57853

Around 07 / 10 / 2014 I was asked to accompany Margie Kay on an investigation to Joplin.  I was given 
the case number to familiarize myself with the case.  We met and departed from Independence.  

Event date 07 / 08 / 2014 9:15 PM.  Weather 77 degrees, wind 5.8 mph from the north, sky was clear.

Interview date 07 / 13 / 2014 The interview was conducted between 1200 and 0330 hours.  It began at the
residence of the second and third witnesses who were the ones who reported the event to Mufon.  Sitting 
at their dining room table, the interview began.  Both witnesses were relating their story at the same time 
to both investigators and it was difficult to write fast enough and remember everything that was being 
said.  John was the driver of the Jeep with Traci as the passenger as they were approaching their home.  
They related that they were stopped by a man waving his arms back and forth in the roadway to stop 
them.  Their account is listed below in the order that it occurred. While beginning the beginning of the 
interview, the first and original witness phoned and wanted to know if they were being interviewed and 
asked if he should join the interview.  It was the opinion of the investigators that it would better serve the 
collection of testimony and evidence if the original witness would be interviewed separately.  It was 
learned that John and Traci were credible witnesses’ even though it was clear that they were very excited.
John had in the past served as an EMT and a local police officer, and was currently employed at the 
Joplin Globe newspaper.  Traci is a physical therapist.  After conducting the interview of the second and 
third witnesses, the party relocated to the witnesses’ driveway to examine their vehicle.                        

(DSCF8193)

There was no evidence of any body damage or other influence to the outside or inside of the vehicle.  
Electromagnetic readings were taken around the vehicle at several points with a normal reading of around
1.1 and an unusual reading above 25.0 registering on the top above the drivers’ seat.  All parties left the 
residence of the second and third witnesses and went to and was introduced to the original first witness 
near his property where he recounted his experience.   



2

The first witness to see the object was the Englishman. ( Barry Powell )

    Around 9:15 PM, Barry took his dog out for a walk and, to do its business.  He turned uphill at his 
mailbox at the end of the driveway, pausing to allow the dog to explore.  He noticed a small cluster of 
lights over a tree line just up the hill.  He spent part of his life as a professional golfer and also flew his 
own small plane.  When he was not golfing he would hire out his pilot/plane services.  He was 
knowledgeable about airspeed, distance, and other factors needed to estimate what he was seeing as a 
trained observer.  He is currently employed as golf instructor.  He estimated that the cluster was probably 
4 miles north of his position 

( DSCF8201)

( DSCF8211 )

and very close to where a tornado had devastated part of the city of Joplin, Mo. in 2011.   ( Represented 
by red outline in Google Earth photo. )  
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Walking uphill some more, he noticed that the lights were no longer a cluster but a shape could be 
identified and getting closer.  Further uphill, the object was continuing to get closer and was now 
observable just past the northern tree line.  He was now at the point where the road curved 90 degrees to 
the west and was looking at the bottom of the object.   The object was teardrop shaped with no straight 
shape along its perimeter with the exception of the leading edge which was sharply pointed for the first 
part of the shape.  

The images of the object are represented as DSCF8203 & DSCF8204.  

( DSCF8203 )
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( DSCF8204 )

The pilot was most amazed that the object made no sound yet it was being held up in the air and could 
clearly be seen to move in a very definite path with some change of direction while seemingly following 
the terrain by holding the same distance from the ground as if it were landing or crashing.  The object was
not directly overhead but more over his neighbors’ property from his neighbors drive to the center of his 
own front yard (Aprox. 290 feet in width and heading southwest.) (Represented by the yellow line on 
Google Earth photo.)   
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When he imagined the size, he estimated it being over his own property and believed that it would cover 
his entire property of one acre.  He observed an outer ring of lights along with some lights in the 
center.  When he was asked about the lights, he stated that they were unusually bright yet when asked, 
he confirmed that the lights showed no beam or projection that was visible on the ground.  When he could
observe the object, after it had passed his position, he could see what looked like shapes with flat sides 
that appeared to form some structure on the bottom of the object. This is what the second and third 
witnesses referred to as possible stealth technology.  The object continued to slowly move to the 
southwest and its image was now being blocked by a large tree in the front yard of the witness. 
(DSCF8202) 
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(DSCF8202)

He rounded the curve in the road and ran to the center of his property on its northern border.  The object 
was becoming distant but could still be seen passing a tree line to the south.  At this time, he thought, why
didn't he have a camera?  Why was no one else there to see and validate what he had seen?  No one 
would ever believe him!  At that time, a Jeep came up the hill and turned and approached.  He stood in 
the path of the vehicle and stopped the occupants.  (DSCF8200)  

(DSCF8200)  



7

He had never met them but he recognized them as neighbors less than 100 yards further up the road.  He
pointed up at the object.  His total duration of the sighting of the object was 4 to 5 minutes.  It was at this 
point that the additional witnesses became involved with the case.

The second and third witnesses were the husband and wife.  ( John and Traci Cruzan) What follows is 
directly from the Mufon report.

The second witness, John stated, About 9:30p.m, My Wife and I were on our way home, about a 
block before our house, a man flagged us down frantically waving his arms and pointing to an 
object in the sky. He was walking his dog who was barking wildly at the object and jumping high 
into the air. It had approached from the N.E. As we watched it cross directly overhead it looked to 
be about 300 feet off the ground. It was off white in color appearing to be illuminated by a 
yellowish light coming from within it. It was as big, or bigger, than a house and was completely 
silent. It was boxy shaped with multiple angles kind of like on a stealth airplane, It looked like it 
had darkened square windows in parts of it. It was flat on the bottom with round orange and red 
randomly flashing lights all around the bottom edge. The lights were round with a dark center (like
donuts) they were the size of stop signs. As it continued moving away it was heading S.W., and 
then slightly turning south.  It seemed to be going approximately 100+ MPH. It suddenly turned off
its lights, all of them went off like they were quickly dimmed and not just cut off. Two lights on the 
back, one orange and one red stayed on slightly longer than the others (about 0.5 seconds) 
These lights seemed to have a burnt look to the dark centers as if maybe exhaust or flames had 
at one time come out of there. It then started to descend sharply as if it were going to land (or 
crash) somewhere nearby. It stayed perfectly level as it descended behind the trees on the 
horizon. It seemed to form a light mist or fog around it as it descended. I noticed that along it's 
flight path every dog was going crazy, barking and howling. 

At this point the three witnesses joined forces.  The following context is also directly from the Mufon 
report.

The second witness, John stated Me, My wife, and the guy that flagged us down, got into my 
Jeep and drove in the direction we thought it may have gone. We were using a spotlight that 
plugs into the cigarette lighter to search the fields next to the roads. After driving about a mile, the
spotlight suddenly went very dim and the seat belt warning beeper started sounding repeatedly 
and quickly, also the Jeep's transmission would not change gears, (DSCF8207)
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(DSCF8207)

When I tried to go into reverse it would not go into gear without a struggle. All of this continued for
about 5 minutes and then suddenly everything went back to normal. (It is a newer model Jeep 
Wrangler and has never done anything like this before). 

At this point I wondered what we would really do if we found anything. I began to feel a little 
fearful. We continued searching nearby roads and fields but didn't find anything unusual. On our 
way back home, as we passed the same location as before, our spotlight again dimmed and the 
beeping alarms in the Jeep began again. We looked around the immediate area but didn't see 
anything. Again this lasted for about 5 minutes. Shortly after, we turned around and passed this 
spot a third time, but this time nothing happened. We finally gave up our search and went home, 
by then the spotlight was working at full power the Jeep was working properly and nothing else 
occurred.. The man that flagged us down turned out to be a neighbor who lives about a block 
away. He is a retired commercial airline pilot from England. He said he had never seen anything 
like this before. 

Investigators comments.  While at the site where the vehicle malfunctions occurred, EMF readings were 
taken but it was unclear if they were normal for that spot.  (DSCF8206)

(DSCF8206)
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(DSCF8205)

Additional information.

John has had another unusual occurrence in his experience while he was employed as an EMT.  

After the reported event, John has developed a major injury to his right arm just below his shirt 
sleeve.  This injury is very similar to radiation burns (DSCF8190) 

(DSCF8190)

whereas his left arm is represented as a control in (DSCF8191) 
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It is unclear why, if he was exposed to something while driving the Jeep that evening, the burn is 
not visible on his left arm, the one that would have been outside the drivers’ window.  John stated 
that he was unaware of the injury days before while he and his wife were riding their motorcycle 
that prior weekend.

John also advised Mufon investigators that there was also a place of interest that was known as 
the UFO landing spot just down the road from where they experienced their vehicle malfunctions 
and asked if we would be interested in seeing it, of course we were.  This photo (DSCF8209)  

(DSCF8209)  
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and (DSCF8210) shows what they were talking about. 

(DSCF8210)  

The location of the alleged UFO Landing Spot  is also marked on the Google Earth map.
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Barry stated that he had two sons, both of which were scientists who could possible provide 
testing or analysis  of some of the trees and other vegetation in his front yard.  It is unknown at 
this time if any testing was performed.  

Barry stated that he thought it would be within his expertise to try and calculate some of the 
information related to distance, altitude, speed from the different elevations from the road in front 
of his property.  It is unknown at this time is any calculations were performed.   

07 / 14 / 2014 Investigators update.  

This investigator received a phone call from the editor of the Joplin Globe.  John had brought the 
event to his attention and has contacted me because he was unable to contact Margie.  I told him
that Margie was our media contact and that I would refer his contact information to Margie.  

07 / 15 / 2014  A press release was drafted so that the media would circulate the story in hopes of others 
coming forward who might live in the area and have seen the object.  

 
For immediate release

 
Close encounter with acre-sized UFO leaves three Joplin witnesses baffled  
 Missouri Mutual UFO Network Assistant State Director and Star Team Investigator Larry 
Jordan interviewed witnesses and examined sites on July 13 where three credible 
witnesses saw a UFO and had strange experiences.   Kansas City, Missouri, July 15, 
2014.   

 
Retired airline pilot Barry Powell, Joplin Globe Technical Operations Manager 
and retired policeman John Cruzan and health technician Traci Cruzan of south 
Joplin, Missouri had a close encounter with an Unidentified flying object on the 
evening of July 8, 2014.   

 
On July 8 at 9:15 p.m. Barry Powell was walking his dog in front of his house 
when he noticed a quarter-sized object with orange lights in the sky north of his 
location. As the object approached from a high altitude to a low altitude on a 
straight-line trajectory Barry realized that it was no standard aircraft. The object 
was very large, teardrop in shape with multiple orange, blue, and yellow lights 
underneath.



13

Artist's rendering of the bottom of the object based on witness descriptions

 
As John Cruzan and his wife Traci rounded the corner in their Jeep, Powell 
flagged them down. The two jumped out of their vehicle just as the object was 
flying an estimated 300' or less overhead. The three witnesses said that the 
object was approximately one acre wide and one acre in length. They said that 
there was absolutely no sound or vibration coming from the object whatsoever, 
and that this concerned them. 

Powell said "I know what different aircraft sound like and there should have been 
a engine sound but there was none. And what was keeping that thing in the air? 
There were no wings or tail and it was flying too slow to be airborne."     
 
The witnesses all said they felt like the situation was surreal. Barry Powell said 
that there was no sound in the area as he watched the object overhead, yet John
Cruzan heard Powell's dog barking at the object. The neighborhood dogs all 
barked at the object as it flew over the homes in the area.   

   
The three witnesses watched the object go down behind trees and thought that it 
may have landed in a nearby cow pasture. They jumped in the Jeep and raced to
the field which is approximately one mile away from their homes. As the three 
pulled to the side of the road next the vehicle's warning beep started to go off. 
There were no doors open to cause the sound. John shone a large bright 
flashlight into the field but the flashlight went very dim. He had a difficult time 
getting the Jeep in to gear, which never happened before. Finally, he got the jeep
to move on, then turned around but when they arrived at the same spot the 
vehicle's warning beep again went off and the flashlight went dim again. The next
day, the radio's presets were all gone.     
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Missouri MUFON investigators found anomalous Electro-magnetic Field readings
on the ground at the site as well as the top of the Cruzan's vehicle. More 
investigative techniques will be used in the near future including testing of trees 
and grass at the site.   

 
The three witnesses decided to go public in an effort to get answers to what they 
saw. Missouri MUFON requests that any other witnesses to this event or similar 
events contact Margie Kay at 816-833-1602 or margiekay06@yahoo.com. Media
may contact Margie. 

07 / 18 / 2014 Investigators update.

Margie Kay sent me and SS an invitation to participate in the Star Team investigation.  This was 
to take place 8 / 02 / 2014 while DZ was in the area.  SS could not, I could and would have 
participated. Different excuses were used to deny why the investigation did not take place on that 
date.  I was told that Barry was unavailable and SS was told that both MK and DZ were too tired.  
DZ had to be at their lake property for something.  

Sometime after the 14th, it was determined that this should be a Star Team case and all who were 
involved were advised not to disclose any information about the case.  I saw DZ on 8 / 01 / 2014 
and she informed me that she and someone else were going to be the ones looking into the Star 
Team investigation of this case.  To my knowledge, a Star Team investigation has not been 
conducted.  

08 / 17 / 2015 Investigators update.

On 8/16/15 this investigator was emailed a copy of the newly chosen “Top Ten Cases for 2014.”    
This case was chosen as one of the top ten.  At the time of this report, I was a Kansas F.I. who 
also assisted Missouri investigators when they had an increase in their caseloads.  It was 
requested that I accompany ASD Margie Kay for security reasons.  She was the lead primary 
investigator and stated that she would be the one writing the report, releasing me of that 
responsibility, and following the chain of command, I followed her direction.  Even though I was 
directed that it was not necessary for me to compose a report summary, I did compose a 
summary for my own personal notes.  Approximately 8/14/14, I uploaded those personal notes to 
the CMS in case they could be of some assistance in the future thinking that the case would be 
closed by the ASD.  I am not sure of the date, but sometime later, I was contacted by Mo. SD 
Ziegelmeyer8/16/15  who stated that she had been contacted by someone above her in the chain
of command who was asking if I was the only investigator on the case as there were no additional
reports uploaded to the CMS.  The SD advised that the ASD was also involved and she 
confirmed this with me.  She also communicated with the ASD that her report was not included on
the CMS.  At that time, Missouri investigators were experiencing their report information and 
photos being looted and shown as reports on other internet websites.  When the ASD did upload 
her report and other documentation, she used all of the attached file positions.  It is not known at 
this time what happened to the report I filed, but I offer my explanation that my report must have 
been overwritten when the ASD inserted her information.  Today, 8/16/15, I am including my 
personal notes report in the CMS “Report Completion Box.”  I am stating clearly here, that if there
is any recognition due that it was the ASD who was primary investigator and is the one who 
should be recognized and given credit for her work.    


