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DEPARTMeNT

)F SUPPLY AND UFOS 1952-1972

According to the “
>n 17 Mar 1950.

A gency notes for agency CA 57" on the NAA web site, the Department of Supply came into eing

he Department was responsible for a diverse range of ﬁmct:ons including:

The control of maferials used in producing atomic energy (1950-1953)

Building of merch ant ships (1950-1951)

Promotion and p 'ductlon of hquld fuels

Manufacture, acq] isition, provision and supply of war materials

Responmblhty for, operauon and management of space tracking stations (from 1959)
Participation in firing of European Launcher Development Organisation (ELDO) rockets at Woomera (from 1962)
The operation of the Joint United Kingdom-Australia Weapons Research project

Operation and m’ agement of space tracking stations and certain other facilities on behalf of the Government of the
USA. ‘

The Departmcns Central Office was located in Melbourne betwecn 1950 and 1969, then it moved to Canbefra, The
Department wag abolished on 12 Jun 1974. Most of its functions passed to the Department of Manufacturing Industr

File search

To date we have found three Dcpartment of Supply files dealing with the topic of “ﬂying saucers” or UFOs| Two file

]

Range Weapo ‘
‘he LRWE wa /
sontained details of a number of intcresting observations from this early period. A summary of each report{ follows.

28 Apr 1952 (Woomera West SA 0345hrs 15secs 3wits

Three men waiting for transport, noticed at 45 degrees SE, a light in the sky. This light was moving

‘he ground, .ghtmg up clouds and the surroundmg terram It was V131ble through breaks in the clouds.
;emarked, ¢

size of one
Woomera SA ca2050hrs 5 secs 5 W1ts

parallel tc
bus drivel

ird that of the full Moon.

27 Sep 195

an “airship,} [ e ' and “cylmdncal” with an “exhaust” at the rear. It travelled horizontally from west to east,
;0 SE. Onelwitness reported “...two portholes with intemal lighting.” It was moving quickly, with no ngise noted.

25000 fet-84 degrees F, north wind at 25-30 mph. Comments by the Secunty Ofﬁccr included (note §t snowed
oriefly at 0900hrs the next day): “...it was most probably that the snow cloud had some connection. However, the
oos51b1h v of a neutron cloud is not ruled out...” (1) A ground plot of the radar target was located on the file.



14 Nov 1953 Woomera SA 0145hrs 1wit
Sighting of a “glare” believed to be an aircraft.

Three relevant dpcuments were found, being statements by the two men involved and a covering letter forwarding th
statements, fronj the Superintendent Long Range Weapons Establishment Range, Woomera, to the “Chief
Superintendent” | This letter included the statement: “The persons reporting were separated by a distance of
approximately three hundred yards and give corroborative accounts of what each observed.” (2)

5 May 1954 Wopmera SA app1630hrs 5 mins 3 wits +‘

One statement, dated 6 May 1954, read:
Post (I.R”
RE: UNIDENTIFIED TARGET OBSERVED ON RADAR 5TH MAY, 1954

3ir,

At about 1600 pn 5th May, an unidentified Target was observed on tadar AA Number 4 Mk. 6.
The target appéared on High Beam at a range of about 60,000 yards Brg 355degrees approaching ‘R’, describgd a
Hyperbols (sic) over ‘R’ and went out at a bearing of approx. 90 degrees. On its way out it passed behind Spojting
Fower, “S2”. I:timed it over 15,000 yards 10 seconds which would make its speed approximately 3600 M.P.H. Cfn.
KEANE obseryed this occutrence with me. Since the target was followed to 70,000 yards on High Beam the Height
would be greater than 60,000 feet. See Diagram on next page.

The diagram rpferred to was not located in the file examined.
The other statement, dated 7 May 1954, which under the man’s name had an entry: “Vickers-Armstrong,” re%d:

REPORT ON/ A FLYING OBJECT SIGHTED ON 5TH MAY, 1954
[ was at Rang;r R1 (Post R1), the Radar Post, standing by the Security Officer’s Hut, and looking towards thq radar
Post at approgimately 1645 hours, observing one of our trials through binoculars.
This object appeared to be travelling towards me or directly across a path of the approaching Canberra, Wheh it got t
‘he path of thc Canberra it turned to my right and was going in the direction from which the Canberra had jupt come.
When it got directly over the Canbcrra it slowed down, During this time I found it very hard to believe what(l was
seeing, so I shut my eyes and then looked again through the binoculars and the object was still stationary over the
{light path of the Canberra.
Sinee it ap ared to be the same relative size as the Canberra through the binociilars, I thought it would be gossible t
sec it with the naked eye. However, when 1 looked over the top of the binoculars the object had either gone pr I coulc
20t see it with the naked eye, and when I looked again through the binoculars I could not pick it up.
The object appeared to be travelling about three times as fast as the Canbetra, but of course it is impossibleto
sstimate, sirjce I did not know what height it was. It was perfectly circular ali the time and a dark grey colowr, and
save the appearance of being translucent. It did not glisten at all when it turned or was it shiny.

21 Oct 1954 Woomera SA 2125hrs 6mins 3wits
Observations of what witnesses described as a “dancing light,” from adjacent to launcher apron number 1 fange.
Azimuth 215 degrees T at approximately 3 degrees elevation. The light’s colour varied from decp orange tp a deep
yellow. Degcribed as three times the size of Venus. The planet Venus was at 238 degrecs T 1 degree elevafion at the
ime. The H{ght was seen to move around in a small atea. Weather 70F, wind NNE 10 mph. 3/8 cloud at 15000 feet.
Scattered ige crystals at 30000 feet. No noise heard from light.




four other 1953-1954 observations from Woomera we are aware of which did not make this file,

29 Jul 1953, Woomera. 1030-1530hrs at intervals. White round objects seen through 10x binoculars and sajd to have

22 Nov1953SE , of Woomera. Green & red lights were reported on four separate occasions. The green lightq were

5 Oct 1954 Wpomera. The Wing Commander Provost Marshal wrote to DAFI on 28 Oct 1954 “Encloscd if a
xeport...obse :cd by...Gnr WILLIS, R J kinetheodolite observer at Woomera...Gnr Willis claims to have
shotographed the object for approximately three seconds with a kinetheodolite...this photograph has been handed to
he Director.” (6) The enclosed report form stated that Willis had been at site K5 on range Al at the time. A 1952 ma
showing K1t KS indicates this placed the observation near “Shell Lagoon.” The object had been first sighted
sverhead whi e Willis was looking at a Jindivik pilot less aircraft. The object was silver white in colour and of a half
Moon shape. No sound had been heard and there had been no vapour trail. The structure less object had travelled fro
SW to NW infa stmlght line. The weather at the time was described as very clear.

Second file

The previo ﬁle s datc range was 1952 to 1955. Our second file had a date range of 1952-1968. File serips D250
sontrol sym o] 56/483 “Reports on unidentified aircraft, strange occurrences etc” was found in the Sydndy office of
he NAA an came from the Weapons Research Estabhshment (WRE) area of Supply. According to N

were balls of thistle seeds and vegetation...” (7)

Other papefs on this file relate to a number of instances where unidentified aircraft had been reported over the
Woomera roh.lbxtcd area. Sometimes identifications were later made, but others remained unknown and were of
zoncern to kecurity staff,

The rest of] the file from 1957-1968 consists of reports from the general public of what are regarded on fhe file as
satellites. Any reported UFQ observations from Woomera, between 1958 and 1966, were not on this fi

Missing from this second file

At 2130h1s on the 28 Jun 1963 at Sandy Creek, near Gawler, South Australia a man was travelling on fhe Lyndoch-




Jawler roab-{omg o Gawler, when upon rounding a corner, in his vehicle, the anonymous Willaston man cam¢ upo
1 blood-red coloure ' object extending across the roadway. This was close to the Sandy Creek Hotel. The man applier
e vehicle’s brak s and was within three metres of the object when it rose suddenly from the road. After risingjone
aundred meters or, so, it turned on its side and sped off, streaming vapour. Described as eight metres across and four
aigh, with a con ve top and a flat base, it glowed blood-red when close to the ground and appeared to changefto a
light red yellow asg 'it gathered speed and flew off towards Two Wells. Hervey (8) (cites the date as during the period
1955-1958) state that the sighting was rcported to police and that a CIB Special Branch officer interviewed th
witness, The Adelnide Advertiser Newspaper reports *...He later reported the incident to the Weapons Rescargh
Establishment w 1ch arranged for him to be mterwewed by a member of the CIB Special Branch.” (9) An inqhiry
directed to the Squth Australian Police failed to provide any leads to any such Special Branch report.

| 964.
n;ng Of
was

e provides us with details of a purported photograph of & UFO taken at Woomera on 5 Jun
The English Fl g Saucer Review in its Sep/Oct 1964 issue on page 4 shows a photograph taken at the laun
Blue Streak roc et which shows an oval blob of light near the rockct This black and white prmt in the FSR

launches, J deVIk trials, Blue Streak movements and some unidentified objects...” We logated a
-egister for so e of these slides in the Adelaide Office of the NAA. NAA staff produced two bound volumgs which
sontained dates, reference numbers and details of the photographs. A close examination of the details of hupdreds of
sictures listed there revealed none of an unidentified or unknown nature.

Third file

File number §
Weapons Re
inquirics fror

A5 644/2/] is a Department of Supply file “Sightings of Unidentified Flying Objects” registqred to the
:arch Establishment (WRE) , Salisbury with date range of 1966 -1974. This file contains a
the general public and other quarters about unidentified objccts in the sky. As an cxample,
actually oper s in Jul 1966 with an inquiry from a person living in Victor Harbor, South Australia, concerni
object which traversed the sky. Interestingly, the letter commences with “I understand that you have a seqti
mldentnﬁed bbjects etc...” The WRE response advised that they had a ...satellite tracking section...” b

...unable td identify the ob_pect ” (10) even though they suspected it was a satellite.

Other reque ts for assistance with identification came from the RAAF. For example, in Oct 1966 RAAF Richmond
-equested the Department to identify an object secn at Kurrajong NSW on 20 Jul 1966. An internal Departmental
Minute hea ed “UFO Policy” states that inquiries of this nature would be referred directly to S/APD (Syperintendent
American Projects Dmsmn) for reply by the PRO (Public Relations Officer). In this instance the Satellife Tracking

Operations Group was “...unable to correlate the sighting reported on folio 4a with transits of the brighter
satellites...[) (11)

A23Junl : 67 Memo from Director WRE M W Woods to the DD/Trials advised Trials that the Direct
Security channels, learnt that “...kine operators at Woomera sighted an alleged UFO during a Skylark fi

27th..." ( 2) and called for a report. A follow-up telex dated 18 Jul 1967 from Dep. Sec/R & Supply M

asked wh no rcport had yet been forthcoming and stated that the report involved positions K9, K12 K

r had, throug
ring on April
elbourne

8, site 3, site ¢
igation revealed




27 April 1967 i
1. 28 Apr 67 1402brs About 0.5-1secs K Simmons. Optical tracker. “Object appeared round and white, as Jarge as_thu
Moon and passed to the right of the Skylark at approx +55s in scquence, no elevations angle noted-no further dptails.

f
2,27 Apr 67. 140 hrs 2 secs Position K8 L. Davis. Optical instrument —tracking telescope. Skylark in sky “Bgtween
+55s and 60s a dull white objcct appeared high in the tracking telescope for approx 2 secs. Being high m'thc teh?scop
‘he object was disforted but appeared to be long and wider in the centre than at the ends, the top piece being a slightly
jarker shade.” | |
3, 28 Apr 67. 14Q2hrs +60s. 2/5 secs. I J Davis Site 4. Watch Skylark. Trial 23 A3. “85 degree el. The objcct gppeare
:0'be moving very fast, was white in colour and saucer shaped sighted in FOV for approx 2/5 secs. Flying in roughly
‘he opposite diregtion to the vehicle-object appeared to be twice the size of the vehicle..”

|

1,27 Apr 67. Si
fine, slight wisp

K12 A2 operator. % scc at +55 and =60 1402hrs. Using optical instrument watching Skylatk. Sky-
cloud. White object passed below vehicle in camera FOV.

5.27 Apr 67. Si e K9. 1402hrs 6mins. Through kinetheodelite. Az 220 degrees el 70 degrees. “Object acquired at
+1m30s in sequence and lost at +8 to +9m in sequence. Bright object fell away from dull white object. Two pbjects
<ept coming bagk to larger object and flashing past. “ “Large object was fast moving in az when picked up then
slowed down id az and gained speed in el. Small objects were fest in az.” Larger object dull white. 2 smallef were
sright yellowis‘i white.
5. 28 Apr 67. I.iFox at site 3. +60s in sequence. 1402hrs. Kinethcodelite, Watching sky saw a silver white
dbject.

7.28 Apr 67.
zlevation. Lost at +8m10s to+8m30s at an az of 220.2 and el of 7-10. Moved from 90 degrees el to 7/10 .
And at 15 degrees el was at 220.2 az. Watching Skylark. The object flashed past the Skylark-was dull in cplour. Dull
:ound object With two (undecipherable) 2 small shot past and buzzing round elongated, Disappeared 8m1( to 8m30,

30 Jun 1967 |,
[. “Report 0 !Aeﬁal Object Observed” form. R Hodge Photographer. 3 secs. Overhead. One white round pbject. 60 t
30 degree very fast NNW to SSE straight line. Lost in mid-air. Blue sky. Target aircraft on dummy run.

sst Photog. Approx 1100 till 1200. Tracked at K12. Operator V34 drcw attention, White objgcts. ‘No
lefinite formation but most appeared to be within 10 degrees az of cach other at times.” White. “Most were spherical
;were appeared similar to meteorites.” Lost, “Mostly due size, distance and haze.” L D East.|Asst Photog
Silver whitg like aircraft without wings. 45 degrees el slightly arced path. “Did not track long as trial imminent.”,

3. P Howard. Asst Photog, 1135hrs Fraction of a see. Through 12x tracking scope of Congreves camerg ﬁom/ ite 6
K35. Travglling across path of a Jindivik aircraft. Ap 40-45 degree el very fast. Northerly direction gairfing height.

1. M Ran ll. Asst Photog. 11 to 1140 Intermittent. 165az 45 degree el at 1100 cross path of missile in {rial. Overheac




5. M Wallbedks.|Asst Photog. 1100-1145hrs. Site 2. Congreaves K14 kinetheodelite. App in tracking telescope. 40
legrees el. Travj Hing to 145 degrees az. Path on curve, others circled and disappeared. Disappeared over horgzon.
Clear blue sky. | divick trial.

5. I Neill, Asst l:hotog 1100-1130hrs. Site 4. K16, Kinetheodelite. Overhead. Six objects white some appeared to
aave red others 1re rocket shaped. First sighted 80 degrees cl. Lost over horizon. Jindivick trial,

7. Asst Photog. 1100 1115hrs. 10-15mins. K15. Overhead. Six to 12 objects white. All shaped. Travelled infall
firections. Straight path, First sighted 80 degrees el. Faded into distancc. Photographed at K15 for approx 5 seconds.

3.1100-1 130hrs. 10-15mins. K15. J Windner. Asst Photog. 6-12 objects in no apparent formation. White. Flirst seen
30 degrees el. Irregular cigar shapes-oblong. Appeared to fade in distance.

i
2. P Ratcliffe. Assnst Photog. 1105-1130hrs. V34 at site 3. Gooney Bird. Approx 55 degree el az 120 degre¢s. Severa
white objects Qnrough binoculars, Some circular some cylindrical NW to SE. Went over horizon. Jindivick|dummy
rial. Tracked three objects to just on horizon. Az 155-165 degrees.

What did “the i:owers that be” think caused thesc observations?
|
Given that th Woomcra range was heavily instrumented and “secret”, observations of unusual objects at this locatio
should have lcewe:d critical analysis from some one.
[n a Memo dgted 17 Jul 67 to Supt Trials from PO/Ranges it is noted that three to four such sightings oceyr each yea
asually in lat 'autumn months. “The “objects” are almost ccrtainly wind-borne spider webs...The fact tha attempts t
shotograph esc “objects™ have always becn unsuccessful tend to support the theory that they are in fact pxtremely

:enuous bod at no great distance from the observer.” (14) A file note of 19 Jul 67 from the D/D Trials to(S/TRD ad¢

“I wouldn't ‘ve the operators very high marks as observers.” (15)

A further M :mo two days later to the Supt Trials Division from the PO Ranges re the UFO sightings of 2j7 Apr 67
:nclosed the/original reports from various operators and concludes that “It is however, quitc possible tha{ multiple
sightings of wind carried webs could provide reasonable explanation.” (16)

Fmally, in afteleprinter message of the 25 Jul 67 from Woods Weapons to DS/R&E Supply Melbourne. Re alleged
ing. “No, repeat, no films were exposed.” (17) Reports came from kine operators and “...did not correlate
with each other except in time.” “Sightings of wind carried webs are possible explanations.” (18) An nded

:eleprinter message on the next day from Woods Director Weapons to DS/R&E Supply Melbourne statefd “Further to
ny W8476 about alleged UFO sightings. The sentence in my message saying no films were exposed mdy be
nisleading ,In fact the normal trial kinctheodelite films were exposed during the trial. These should have shown the

UFO crossing the field of view close to Skylark but nothing was recorded.” (19)

Project Mdon Dust?

As reporte in Newsletter Nine, the USAF had a Project called “Moon Dust.” A check with the authorifative “The
UFQ Encyrclopaedia” written by US Researcher Jerry Clark, indicated that “In 1961 the U.S. Air Forcelestablished tk:
:lassified Project Moon Dust to “locate, recover and deliver descended foreign space vehicles.” (20)

A Memo n this file, originally from file SA5492/1/1 Part 1 and originally dated 16 Aug 1962 was to the
era from Controller WRE re identification of space vehicle fragments. It reported that a Iefter received




|
|

Erom the'bq!artm ent of External Affairs relayed that the US Embassy was informally seeking assistance in
..obtaining info 'mation which might be used in the identification of space vehicle fragments.” (21) It asked }"or
:letaxls of sighting! s of “luminous objects” and “Observations of Impact(s) and/or recovery of fragment(s).”

Observations were requested from members of staff.

n 8 Memo dated| 4 Sep 67 the American Projects Division asked the Assistant Sec (Pro_]ects) if the 1962 procgsses
:egarding the rep ortmg of space vehicle fragments were still needed? This was followed up in a minute from APD to
5/APD, reporting b that two avenues of reporting UFOs existed. Firstly, one for sightings at the ranges had the steps
PO/Ranges to Stipt/Trials to DD/Trials to Regional Security Officer Adelaide to Chief Security Officer to Dgpt of Ai
:0 ? The second [was for all other sightings. The route was observer to Supt/APD to Head Office to Dept of Eixternal
Affairs to US Ex bassy. The Memo was trying to delete input to US Embassy.

A further Memg dated 13 Dec 67 from a/g Supt American Projects Division to Asst Sec Projects again asked for
instructions contained in memo of 8 Aug 62 were still in effect. The 1962 memo stated that the US
.had informally sought the assistance of the Department of External Affairs in obtaining information
bd. used in the identification of space vehicle fragments...” (22) Subsequently, arrangements were made
for Woomera : ff to report sightings in that area. Reports outside Woomera details were sent to Head Offige for

ough Dept of External Affairs to the US Embassy as per mcmo of 8 Aug 62. Reports from WRE

The powers that be were upset that the observations of the 27 Apr had been reported using an unofficial report form
Jesigned by 8 Woomera UFOQ group titled the Scientific, Technical & Astronomical Research Society (STARS). A
Memo dated ¥ Aug 67 to Director WRE Salisbury and WRE Woomera from the Superintendent about thef UFO club,

A further Mino dated 10 Aug 67 to Captain F E Irvine (RAN) Supt/Woomera from M W Woods, Directbr, WRE
Salisbury aghin concerned the UFO club and stated in part “T am glad to hear that the “sighting report” tof the STARS

inute dated 18 Sep 67 to the Director from the Trials Wing HQ., subject: UFO club at Woorfiera includes
have noted that the activities of the Woomera club have declined markedly in recent months...” (24)

Entries d ng the period 1968 to 1974 on thlS file refer to quenes about sightings and their poss1ble explanations,

artment of Supply UFO papers on other Government files

i I!ation of RAAF files reveals several items which are not on any of the three files we have loi:ated and

A geng of railway workers looking to the south of the railway line reported watching for ten minutes, p hovering
ured object apparently reflecting the rays of the Sun. It disappeared with a flash. (25)




12)20 Jul }67 K :
Jbject reported zflling to earth, Seen travelling E to S. (26)

"3) 28 Oct 1971, :Woomera SA 1315hrs 15secs IM Murphy . . '

Vurphy was tracking a pre-launch meteorological balloon through an optical theodolite. Balloon was situateg! almost
jue East of rangé E (? Difficult to read document) at 6900m and bearing 088.4 True and 37.7 deg el. 'I_‘hc balloon ant
its attached targ 't were backgrounded by thin lines of cloud. As the balloon moved slqwly to the left side of fhe lens
Murphy noted an object moving away from the balloon to the right of the lens. He initially thought that th.e pet hac
separated from the balloon. He then tracked this object for 15 seconds. It was moving at a constant speed in shallov
apward curve. t was shaped like a cross. He concluded it was an aircraft. Light bluish grey in qolgur. .Oufh e was
xeasonably wel i'deﬁned. Small image size. Image was twice the size of the balloon target and similar in sizq to the
salloon (which{was 10-15 fect diameter). Its ‘fuselage’ and “wings” appeared to be of uniform thickness an l_cngth.
No evidence of engines or tail. DCA reported there was a BOAC 707 at 37000 feet at 150-200 miles SE of Leigh
Creek at the tithe. (27)

Prohibited Ar¢a at 1315hrs on 28.10.71 25 minutes prior to the launch of the Black Arrow missile.” (28) Rhnge
instrumentatiqn at Parakylia Station 20 miles SE of range and Red Lake radar post R38 did not sight or hegr an
aireraft, nor a{ Roxby Downs 15 miles East, or Purple Downs (20 miles SE). In respect of R38 any object ithin
100,000 feet gnd height of no more than 5-10,000 feet should have been registered. “In spite of all enquirigs no
>onfirmation
to

kely explanations of this incident are:
‘a) A mistaken identification of the object seen by Murphy through his theodolite

b} A flight g ‘éross the prohibited area by an aircraft for which a flight plan had not been submitted to DCA” (30)

A telex datefl 21 Dec 71 to DOA SUPDEP Canberra read “For Morrison CSO. Reference your Y10/5/1 dated 20 Dec
10 military gircraft in vicinity of Nurrungar prohibited area within one hour of 200659. DAFI unable to provide any
assessment of sighting on 28 Oct 71 at this time.” (31)

4)20 Dec 71 Woomera 0650hrs IM Sketcher '

A meteorolpgical observer at Woomera reported secing an aircraft with the naked eye as a tiny silver dot ahead of a

i i‘ It was heading NE, and checks revealed that there were no known aircraft in the area. A Memo dated 7

' | the Dept of Supply to DAFI ( Ref Y10/5/1. Unidentified Aircraft ~-Woomera) in part read “{This sighting
appears to be sufficiently authenticated, yet there is no official knowledge of any military or civil aircraft that could

Although the known facts conccrning this incident could lend themsclves to speculation regdrding the
aresence of a foreign aircraft in Woomera airspace on the 20th December, the Directorate of Air Force [Intelligence
sonsiders {l is most unlikely. The Directorate believes that a more plausible explanation involves the refentry of spac:
debris intd the earth’s atmosphere but is unable to confirm this possibility.” (33)

5) In a Memo dated 6 Sep 72 the Defence Standards Laboratories, Dept of Supply, wrote to the Department of Air n
an UniderL'tiﬁed Fallen Object. The Memo stated that a preliminary exam revealed that the object submitted was
srobably ‘ bit off a sateliite. (34)

6) However, perhaps the most interesting piece of paper in the RAAF files relating to the Departmen of Supply was
1 short Memo dated 27 Jul 1971 from DAFI to S/AIR/SS (whoever this isl} which stated in part “You spoke to me




]
|
|

:ecently oh~d’|e matter of Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs) and you mentioned that the Departm.ent of SupplLr may
estigating this subject. This minute provides a brief historical sketch of this subject and my
bosal.” (35) We have so far found no other reference to this interest by the Department of Sypply.

se interested in in
-eaction to the

What we are misging at the moment

Looking at the gi:partment of Supply file reference numbers we came across, there are some files we have ngt yet
seen able to locdte (if they still exist). For example we know of relevant correspondence on files numbered Y 111/12

Part 4: Y121/1/
10t surfaced on RecordSearch.
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