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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

WASHINGTON 

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL , USAF 

.. ' 

NCLASSIFl D 5TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 

WRIGHT- PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE , DAYTON , OHIO 

IN REPLY REFER TO, 5D 24-21U 17 August 1$49 

WF-0-5 OCT 48 15M 

SUBJBJT1 PROJECT GRUDGE , Incident a.t lmgue River, Oregon 
SBECIAL INQJIRY 

TOa Commanding General 
Air Materiel Comnand 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayt;on. Ohio 
A1'l'N: MC I.AXS 

l . Reference is made to letter, this office . subject and file 
as above , dated 27 July 1949• 

2 . Inclosed for your information is report of investigation by 
Special Agent CHARLES E. BROOKS, DO :/J:19, Fairfield- Suisun Air Foroe 
Base , dated 9 August 1949. 

3. As this is the final report in ·this investigation the files 
of this District Office a.re being closed in instant oase. 

1 Incl 
R/I dtd 9 Aug 49 

{ in dup) 

• 
4)N&/ u ~'17-~ 

JER<Jm M. BRAUN 
Acting District Commander 

UNCLA55\FlED " - . 1f\Et1 \1NC!-- ·. __ ."j, 

o· . ( 
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Proj.ect n:orudp" '8'/ 

5D OSI 
AT' N: Mr . J. ~. rrill 

22 June 49 1 

1. lt i s r qu,e ::J t ed ·that your ottioe init iate n .i.n:veatigatio of the< eigbtbg of 
an unidentified tly inp;3 ob ~ct s :repoJ"1184 by the i nolos . d AF Form 112., Air intelU.genoe 
Information l1:$port0 

2. a u 1 o the ,wa1d.gating off1oer in reool"41ng data from eaoh wit••••• 
tive copies or our Gu i do to IXl stigatian a.re aleo to~ barft1Wl. · 

2 IJaole I 
1. F Form 112 , , ir I te l Info B:pt. 

6/11/49. (l-3p a} 
2. Guide to I at i gation (5) 

A. J . l: ,..US! T·. JR. 
Lt Col011e 1,, USAF 
A.et · Chief, A.Dalysie Diviaion 
In•l l1 c Departllat 

UNC ;,. SSiFlED 

GWT/amo_ 
6-639g 
Bldg 281 
Poat 21'8 



UNCLASSiFlED 

~ill-a• 27 ..... 19119 

aaat1 none, .... 1no1a., .. ...,. u ... Oft'C• 
IPlllW. DqtUF 

to: ,, 1JUll11& ~ 
Ar ·11a-ad'1 I: a4 
~h\ . II . .llr l<>ff* lJue 
~- ·lido . 
A!ft: IICUD 

1. •.«..- ·u , mae ,o .. A•e\r aa,.-,. 22 , ... 1,4'. ,... . 
, .. !"11,doal la'\~ -...a1--. a..· 11a\edel c ....... ~. 
OM•• ~ttug tltat Ilda oftl• eo~ a ·taYnlicatlaa bcUatal 
te u. ·· ~111c of • .-.u.nttn.a o'J·eate • -~. 2\ liq .191'9 
at llope nnr., •neon. . . 

2.
1 

Allaehel f'O,t' Jft7 bto~ita an ,_.. cepf.M of' 1·» ~ft 
or a,.ctal .tee• JllDI' •• mm. of ~Jd· otfto•· ta'*I 1!T Jae i,~. 

J. !hia l• an .lattlal ~ amt .a• pNaut ad1oa 1• ...,_. ••led. ft.e ~at'lpllOJl 1• ·o:oattnQUC m lld.e aa4 othff NI 
Dtatnot Offl.... au.. . ' npan• t41t ~. fon,aN.114 t•t ,.._, 
""1·• and foz eeh ao-tlo · u J'4Ml a..- app70JJriat• wh8ll ti. hffltl,. 
pHen 1• Cfa)letel. 

l Incl 
b_port of Si DJmJ H • . LB 
cll·cl 22 Jan lt.g ( ill au,) 

Cepy let 114 OSI 

l'.IOKU ., • DOlla'I, JL 
CaptaJ.i\., vs.a 
Act1Dg .D1e,nel c.-..a.r 

UNCLASS\F\ED 
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UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 

THE INSPECTOR GENERAL 

OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION 

I DATE 

REPORT MADE BY 

BAIIT M. Jan an 
TITLE REPORT MADE AT 

CHARACTER 

REFERENCE 

SYNOPSIS 

nontJ! fi\UDCDI 
lnot4anl - Jogu.e llinr, Oregon 
a11- liq 191'9 

Woae ,hs.a 11 aa l.altial re,pori. 

DO 15. H .Q'B, Dqton, Ohio 
PERIOD 

OFFICE OF ORIGIN 

DO f5, W .AJ'I, »q\on, Ohio 
STATUS 

HDDI 

Ian1\lga'1oa vaa nque1te4 'b7 !eohnical lntelllgenoe J)iviaion, 
Kt, .Air Maten el Oonuaan4, Dq\n, Ohio, ,o lnteffiew all w1 tnees•• 
to ,he •unJ.dtm.Uftel obJect• 1lghtin&a ·refernt to in the capy of 
.a l'oi,n. U2, .Air In\elU.gace Xntomat1on Ileport, Pa.pa 1, 2, au4 
3, 4ate4 14 Jun• 1949, h'o• SNU.rit7 Ottieer, l'ational .&.d:n.1017 
Coad ttee for .Aeronaut101, Moffet\ 11•14, Callfom1a, which occurred 
h••4a1', liq 24,h, about 5:00 p.m. - 2-1/2 all•• up lope Binr hom 
Mu. th in Oregol'l. 

~\1 ~ \}2'' 

r1' " y"B~.1'~1r1;~~$. 
, ~ ~~ V ,1£~ 

-~ ~G"B,~u:E y1~D P\f (,Sl.oo.io .u~iicl>~s1uu. ))l~ 

* ;.·):; 
~ ;: -. 

I-DI-ST-RI-BU-TIO-N-------------:---A-CT-10-N -CO-PY-F-OR-W-AR-DE_D_TO--- - -·--·- -·-,-FI-LE-ST_A ___________ _ 
MP ~ 

-ft·,.AHO (MCUXO) 
(l incl) 

It 08I ( 1 incl) 

DO "119 (2 incle) 

Jile 

j 
' ) 

2 

2 

2 

2 

CG, .AMC (MO IJ.XO) 

AFHQ FORM 
15 JAN 49 0-208 Replaces AFCSI Form 4, 23 Jul 48~ 
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" ·· ~}\ ' t ' .... ; .. ' 
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U~~CL ·r\ c:_S,:flED 

16-57744-1 U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OP'FICI 



512ll-21v 
no.,EO! fJIUDGI 

DftAILS: 

1. lnvee\lgatln RI requette& b7 the !eclmioal Jntelligence Mrllion 
of the .U..r Materiel Command., Dqton, Ohio, on lLl1l Sheet latecl 22 .rune 191'9 
to 1atemew all vlu••••• an.cl ob\ain all ~aota pertaining " the aieh'1nc 
•t aa •wd.dentit1e4 obJect• on lueaclq, 2lt. Mq 191l9, abou, 5t00 p.a. -
2-1/ 2 Id.lea up llogue ll1Ter fna. meu \h in Oregon. 

A! WBIGH'J.\-1.l!TDSOI AIR JOBCll BA.SB 

2. laerpt of letter fl'Glll Secunt7 Officer, Bational .&4v1ao17 Committee 
for Aeronautic•, Jlefte,t fteld, Oalifornia, la.ted. 14 Jue 192'9, 11 (U.Ote4 
lMtlews 

•n.,ort 'b7 Jlr. Den Beapq NOOaUag the tb·aenaUcm by ffffral 
-,107eea of thla laberato17 of an unusual obJect apparentl7 in n.tght. 
Mr. BeapJo" 11 emplo7e4 in tlda labonto17' a 1- by )-toot hp•raonie Wla4 
hlm•l anc11• \Ile.refer• aeceaaarily aomewhat familiar with hlgh,-apee4 flight 
conftga.raUona.• 

Incloeu.rea, 

JOJl COMMAIDIJ'I &111.lW,, .UR MATDIIL COMMAND 

.a J'orm ll2, Pagea 1, 2, and. 3, · dated 14 June 19149 ( 1n 4up) 

JOll BIAl)QUARDRS OSI 

a l'crm 112, lac•• 1, 2, and 3, aated 14 lune 1949 (ln 4up) 

JOll DO f19, JAIUIELD-ltJlSUJT .uB 

1. 13 Jorm 112, Pagee l, 2, and 3, dated 14 June 1949 (in dnp) 
2. fuicle to Inveattgation - Uo.lclentified .lerial ObJecte (in qui~t) 

P I B D I I G 

UNCLA ~r- ·---· .,:.. ... o ...,.::,Jr,.:. 

2 



... . 4S, 

. NCLJ\S5\F\ED 

51 all-21.u 
nonCJ'f atJJJU 

SIIT.ILQ1ID JiWJS 

IISDIH onrc:a •o. 19. :fAIJIIULI-IUIIUI' Al'.I 

A! MOJ'f•t nK(.1), C.AD'Oll'lA 

At llotfe\t ft.ell, OaUfomia. vill bt•"1• all tik••••• an4 obtain 
all tac,, 011 1u.t4enttf1e4 ebJeot,•· 1t.ptel, utnc the boloa.a. p1a. tor 
referee•, anl will re;porl bJ' OSI :ron 0-.208 wt tll coaple\ecl guide u ia
cloaure \o DO f,. 

3 
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. .,. UNCL .. ,· !£D 
-~-(C_LA_S_S-_IF-ICA~- T-10-N-:-)---,.- _,.., • 

.;_ ... 
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COUNTRY I REPORT NO. 

Al.A INTELLl,GENCE INFORMATl:ON REPORT 
SUBJECT 

Unconvent.iona.l Ai. rc:raft 

.·i;AREA,QEPORT@ON I FRO.· M.(AtlfflCfJ. .· security o_fficer, _ 1Jat Advi.sory 
Fourth Air Force f or Aeronautics, Moffett Field• Calif 

Comm 

DATE Of' REPO,rt I DATE OF INFORMATIOtt .· . .I·. ~VALUATION 

14 June 1949 13 June 1949 
PREPARED BY <<>Jftc.er) I SOURCE Arthur B. Freer:-ian, 

E . F . BONVICii{, t :ajor, USAF', Dir of Int~ll. Seeuritv OfficA .... 

J:i"ollowing is copy of letter and irtoloi:;ure re sighting of unconventional aircraft: 

°.NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR A.EBONA.UT ICS;- Ames Aeronautical Laborat.ory, 
Mof'fett .F'ield, California. 13 ~June 1949 

Jerome c. Hunsaker, Sc.D., Chairman 
Alexander Wetmore, Ph. D., Vice Chairman 
Hon .. John R. Ali son Vice Adm. John iJ. Pri oe; U .s .I~. 
Vannevar Bush , Sc. D. · Arthur i . Raymond, M. S·. 
Edward U. Condon, Ph.D. Fre.ncis · .. ~. Reichelderfer, Sc. D. 
Rona.ld E. Hazen, B. S . Hon. Delo s V'-r. Rentzel -
·1 d l1ia:11 Littlavtood, t :. E . Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg , U .s.A.F. 
Rear Adm. Theodore C. Theodore P. fJri gh-b, Sc. D. 

Lonnquest, u.s.N. 
Maj. Gen. Edward M. Povrers., U.S.A.},. 

Committee Headquarters 
1724 F Street, Nc;>rthwest 
l~shington 25, D. C. 

Langley Memorial Aeronautical La.bore.tory 
Lang ley Ii,ield, li!lrnpton, Va. 

Fli ght Propulsion Research Laboratory 
Cleveland Airport, Cleveland 11, Ohio 

Director of Intelli ~en oe., . 
Fourth Air Force, 
Hamilton :F'ield., California. 

Dear Sir: 

f here is attached a ·report by ~~ . Don Heaphy, recounting the observation by 
several employees of this Laborat ory of an unusual ob ject apparent ly in fli ght. 
?fir •. Hea phy is employed in t h is Labora tory 's 1- by 3-foot Supersonic Wi:c.d t unnel 
and is therefore necesse.rily somewhat f am:i liar with hi gh-speed fli p;ht configure.tion.s i 

'.i'herefore it was considered e.dvi sable to for.vard Mr. He aphy' s report to you inasmuch 
as the observers were undoubtedly competent. 

?lease acknowledge receipt o f t l0 i s report. ____ INCI.S. 

Encl. 

ffiSTRIBUTION BY•OftfGl~TOR 

2 cy s - CG, JJ,,IG 
1 cy - c/s, USAF 

Ver y truly yours, 

/s/ Arthur B. Freeman, 
Security Officer. 

1 cy - ConAC, Attn v/I 
1 cy - 4AF Fi l e 

' 

It 

i . • 

1101'1; THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATJ.ON AFFECTtNG THE NATJONAL. DEFENSE OF 1H.E UN'll'E;D STATES-WITHIN THE MEANING OFntE ESPIOf,l~GE ACT., 58 U. S. c.-
31 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMISSION OffTHE REVELArroN OF lffi CONTENTS IN ANY .. ~ANNER T(:) AN UNAUTHOR,1Z£D ~N IS PROWBITEO BY LAW. 
IT MAY NOt BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE' OR IN PART, BY OTHER t.liAN UNITED. STAT£$ AIR FORC. E AGE~ClF,S, EXCEPT BY PERMISS191 ~-- 1T't6. DrCTOR OF 

INTELLIGENCE •. USAF. . . ·... _..... y11io'F t;t!'i .. · · ~ ~.·J 11 L, . 
11NC.L°fj ,.... .· · .. · ' :l··.:t.3 . · .w. ; - . ;-:~ .._.; -t ;;i. , * i ·~ - . - -

--\ {CLASSIFICATION) 16---,66561>-l u. s. GOY.EltNMENT PRINTING OFFIC:1 
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"" \. - . AF P01""'2-1,ur 11 . . ~FICA,TION) 
APPROVED t JUNE 1948 ' 

AIR nmLLIGENCE lMFbRMATION. REPORT 
FROM (Agl'RCV) REPORT NO. 

linconvention:a.l 
Aircraft 

! 
\ 
\ 
\ 

Director of Intelli genc~ 
Hq 4AF, Ra.mi 1 ton A:PB, Calif PAGE 2 OP PAGES 

rncLOSURE: 

( 

( ---- "Tuesday t1ay 24th about 5: 00 P . M. -- 2! mil.es up Rogue River from mouth in 
Oregon was vantage point. 

J When my attention was called to a.n object in the sky it appeared like a. 
\ round shiny object such as a round mirror with the sun shining on it and the mirror 
\\ standing on edge. Yvi t h the naked eye the appeare11ee never changed. It appeared to 

1 

be stationary ·when I first saw . it. There was anqther party looking at it with a 
\ pair of 8-power g lasses dur ing t his time. As it .started to move slowly to the 
(. ri ght and it was a.t an up angle of about 60° I too.k the 8 power g lasses and looked. 

With the E, las$es there was no glare. It was flat ~nd round like a pancake and a. 
little thicker in the center than on the edges but appeared to be flat on the 
bottom. The pancake part seemed t -o be slightly oblong and instead of being on edge -

1 it was lyins flat. I would say it-1vas 25 ·or · 30 f .eet in diameter. The · edge ha.d a 
; outward round radius and loo;ked about ·1 foot thiok. The trailing edge a..s it. 
\ traveled had a rough a.ppearince. As it traveled I noticed a fin starting from 
l. nothine; a.bout midship a.nd becomi.ng hi gher as it rt>e.ohed the trailing edge of the 
; pancake but it did not protrude· past the edge. The fin appeared small in relation 
· to the rest. The fin was round on top and a inward radi.~s on the side. The fin. 
).ooked fairly t hick midshi p and very thin e.t the r.ear .• 
l - _,__~..,.~-ii-...~-

i 
l 

SEE ATTACHED SKETCH: 

l ' 
J· It looked as if it was built out of aluminu:m and some of the metal looked 
! a. little dirty. 

I looked very clos.e for propellers or a .jet stream but could see none. v"ve 
lis t ened very close for a. noise . but ·there was no sound of any kind . It appeared 
to be at an altitude of about !? , 000 feet. I looked at it e.b,out two minutes or 
more with the g lasses until it disappeared in the. distance. The la.st 1/2 mi.nute 
or so I watched it, it looked as though its speed was ·about Uke a jet plane. 

There were five of us watching it. Two of' us looked at i t with the 8 power 
g lasses. 

I could see no opening s such as doors or windows or holes of any kind. 

Don Heaphy lx3 
Also observed by --

~ ~ ' 

\ 
Gilbert River.~ (Drafting s e ction) and 
t , ee otn1 l1..__ · - -~ ,, nr er s • ----·~--· -~---

\ ....... . 
' , . 

~ tfOll: THIS bQCtJMtNTC'O~A_INS JNF~MATrl~ft ~~~<.flt£ NATlONAl p~NSE.m:11i£ ~~~.,$1~1'iE$:tnni!il·~ .:~ .t!flQFTH£:~~~-u.-i ,~.--, 
31 AND 32. AS AMENDED. ITS TRANSMJ$SION OR ntE ·REVELATIOM OF l't5 CONTENTS IN A~Y MAJ(Ji$ TO Mi UNAUTI:IORlUP 'PERSON IS PROtUBIT~ ~y LAW. 
IT MAY NOT BE REPROPUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART. BY'OJHE;R THAN' UNITtD STATES AIR FORCE AGENC1£$, .. ~ 'BY PER111SSIOH0Ft1:t£ 1DlRECTOROF 

INTEWGENCE. USAE. u N CLASS\F'\t'D • 
(CLASSIFICATION) 1........,..1 
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AF FORM 1t2-PART II \. ,, . - ' .. 

APPROVED 1 J'lJNf IMS • 

AIR l~LLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT 
FROM (AgfflCJ/) 

i)ire ctor of Intelli gence, Hq 4AF 
Hamilton AFB , Hamil ton, Calif 

REPORT NO. 

Unconventional 
Aircraft PAGE! 3 

Ko propellers, jets, or other p~otuberance~ visible. 
Absolutely no sound. 

Rough and wrinkled 
in rear 

Something equivalent 
to a patch 

UNCLAS5tF1ED 

PA&ES 

Direction 
of 

mo·tion 

Smoother in front 

Surface appeared dirty and 
spotty in color 

1, .. ~ . • ,·;,',', ~ 1 , ~ ·: I"" .. ' ,. • - .• · . , , : - - ·. •,. ~ ,- -~- •. - ;.- · · , · ·, , .• ·i.J ·. , .·'.f r '-~:-:.~·- ."..,~_..i,.~>·, ·,¥.,,~--.~ ,f;•\ · - . ~ .. -~:, 1,· /J.,'., i , l;'f·;, :<;t~~~·,o,:r,J,·,~ · ·, ''. ,~· .. - ,_ ,..' 

1-· .• 1:i(1p:;Q(X?,(J,4Eflt1® NfArNS:INFO.RMATION_AFFfQrN:iiTHE:·ff1t1lONAL ~ ·OF'tM£8"~'$1'~1!'.$~~·1'{THfi'~~$:~t:• ~ Atr. ~ u. $.C . ..-
31 AND 32, .AS AMEN'DED. •lTS TRANSMISSION OR THE·REVELA'J!ION OF ITS CONT'ENTS 'lN ANY .MANNER TO AH UNAttnfo~ttEO ~N IS PROl11SITEP BY LAW. 
IT MAY NOT BE REPRODIJCED IN WH01.E OR IN PART. BY OTH£R TIWI UNITED ,STATES Al~ FORCE AGENCIES. i;)(CEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE OIR!CTOROF 
INTEWGENCE. USA£. . 

UNt1 AS~IFIED 
. (CLASSIFICATION ~1 • .. __,........, ...,.,. ••• OPflCII 
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,:" CONTROL NO. 
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FROM: Jlotf gt, net Callie 
~ 'To: I AXS 

CT: FQl'II 
t.~ A~cratt 

" • (J.: 

.:. , _:.:;..-. 

b ECIMAL FILE 'NO. 

No. INCLS . 

D A TE 6/21/49 
RECORDF- D - HOUR 

l,, RECORDING AIT~l 
f DESK 

ROUTED TO ' i ' 

' 
i SUSPENSE....D~E ESTABLISHED BY !i ~IITIALS l ! DATE 

I 

I 

tJ L {_ ho?t lUS :J I ~ '-' 
2 \ 
s 

I - ' 

DATE OF RS:PLY OTHER DISPOSITION : 

I 
TRANSMITTAL 
AMC FORM NO, 10 · 2 

<2 0 NOV . •7 ) 

SEE OTHER SIDE 
FOR R 2 MARKS 
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TITLE 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES: ll. FORc;E 
. .· ' . TH! iNSP.ECTOR GENE"W. . . 

· .OFFICE ·oF SP-ECIAL tNYE&TIGATtONS 

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION:·-. 
REPORJ:MA1?E; jy 

. , 

CI-LCa.~~L~.:S :r: • . B~OOKS 
·· ~ .. :,~;_ 

REPORT: M;\DE A1 

UIJCO.INENTI01-Jl~L A.JRCH.ll.FT 
( PROJi?CT stG N} 

DO #~- 19, Fairfield-Suisun Afr_B 
PERIOD . . . 

24 Jun.e · J.949 
Sfghted at -· Rogue River, Oregon, : 

. OFFICE OF ORIGIN 
on24 May l949 DO # 19, Fair!'ield-Sui~un APB 

.· STATUS ··PENDING 

CHARACTER Special ,Inquiry 

REFERENCE None •. This is an initial report. 

SYNOPSIS 

DISTRIBUTION 

-Inve·stig ation req-qeste~ . . py District 
Corrnuander, DO Jl LW1.'.' upon· r -eceip-t o;f , . 
report from Sec~J,:ty 0.ffice~, · 1r.-A.O.J~., 
Moffett Field, C~lifor.µi~, dated 1.4 · 
June · !949 • . Mr -. , J1ILBEET• ·RlVEHA.·and , Mr. 
DOM HEAPHY sta Ped/ that · on 24 May 1'9'49, 

' v:h:i:ie fishing ; lri> the Rogue R:tver, Ore..,._ 
·gon, -they sighted:· a.pr, . object .. = ~ihlch they'· 

._ <i'esc:pibed ~s be:ing>round and )1pproxi7 · . 
ma tely · ~hirty . ( 30} feet in }:IJ...runeter, .and 
a t :.an altitude: of 5000 feet, :tra.yeling 

· at a le·isui"ely .speed, increasing to ~p
J?T'Oxiniate spe-ed pf _a jet air.craft. 

. . 

•o'\VNGRADE1) .' AT 8 YEA'R 1"TRRVA~l 
DECLA.iSIF:lllD .AFTEl~ 1_2 YEARS. · 
.. ·· D®i_ DJR.. 6200 . .l~· 

·- ~ .- , , ·-.... -~ 

Fflf STAMP 
G~t:c .· (Action) 2 
DO#~ · 2 

ACTION-COPY.FORWARDED 'rO 
Contr:·:1~and:lng Gene1,a-l 
Air Ma terie 1 Com.mand · 
W~ight~Pattersop APB 
·;>s.y.;t9n~ Ohio ., · 

OSI Hq~ 2 
Dir of Intell) ,4th 

Air F·qrce {Info cy}.2 
DO /) 20 2 
~ile - 2 •---------, -----· ., .. 

. SILUL\-Nov ._lOOM --- -
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i -'- r .... -. t. '" • . : 

~ ·.A.T Ji110F:F1ETT FIELD, CAEI.F'OHNIA : . . _ . 
• • ., • . • • ' ~ • -,4 .. . ' • • 11'. 

2. · On ~24 Jun~ 1949; ;,fr(~~ irite:r·v1ew with Mr. GILBERT RI~/ :·i 
Drafting Secti'on, Na:t~onal Adv·i'sory Committee f .or Ae:ronaubica ,' Ame ,s . -( • 
Laboratory, l!of-fett Field., QalJf ornia, the ·~f~llowi1;g i:qf ormat.ion ·,., .. ~{/ 
was ~sceirtained: On Tuesday, 24 May 1949., at ·1700, P.S.T., Mr. > ~~\·· · · I 
R!VEHA and :four (4) otb;er persons;· while .'fishing two .(2) -mi~es up- ··-:_.·"·
·stream ('East r ;'Q~ the mouth ··of ·. the Rogue Rive·~., . at app.ro;:ima te!y . the .,,_ , ,. I 

same direction ~nd .distan.ce ·. from the town of · Gold Bea:c·p., Oregon;.. _- :• '>- :,· . 
sighted an ob j.~fct which; is · cle.scri bed as .' follows: · When _.fi.rst si"ghted' '1' . ~'. 

it appeared to_'·te a glitter :about four (4) miles EtJ\vQy laterally, ·at _. 
some 5000 feet -above the .ground which at that p~lnt:·w~·s at.sea- .level 
or· approx_imate.Iy so. · The;· o.bject was _·then .. exam~~1~.d .t11,r~ugh a ·-pa:ip -of ·, 
8-power Navy t .ype binocula:rs.· Observation time· a.b:out' . 90 to 12()' .. · . .- ... 'I 
seconds. · Ob'·jec't appea.re~ ·round - and shiny, s_<?IDet:q.:l;ng I l ;~ke .. ~ fif'uy ... :,",. ~ ~l: 
cent pie<;e, viewa;d fr.cm below· and to · one ~1-de • . ·ooj~ct·'~ co.lore ~a:s · · ·~_, ,. 
silver•y and it appeared round .in a ·plan view .• · ·The;.· ooa_ect seepied to -
be solid with . .;n.6 ·.~yisible openi'ngs and :was . abput :~0- {ee.t _. in· d~~µi~t ~r. !.

1 

as nearly as ·co,tild be judged. Just be-f'o~e );ir.. R!~i.tA.-,· hw.1.,ded -·the ·; 
g lasses to · !w .• HEAPHY., the qbJect made , a tur~ on ,i~s ve.rt_ical: ~1:.s · 
with no tilting: -~r ·bankin¢,. ~~p. star:yed.·. t .~ :mo;ve in . a sq~tp.ea.~ter.~y: .~ ... :: .. ,-~. 
direction.~ rrhe~1 e was no :s1_gn of exhaust or, _:prope~~~r ;-~ _no driving <.,~i: ... 
force cou~Cl be seen or fel,t ·.and no sound was , b,~aro.. ~l:he . ob Jee~ . at _ . . ~ 
n0 time contacted · o~· c.a.mE? · any. '?loser than 500Q ·feet, approximately ;-ii~ · ;,.. 
to the earth, ... ,and wnen last s~en was di.sapp~arip.g in a _s9ut~eas.terly 
dir ection·, accelePS;t.ing -t6 ~n . approximafe_ spee"d- ·OJ~ a . jet plan~•t. , .- •. . 
Ther~ vrnre· ·no· p:raotub.eran~~-s other than a sl·ight . f .=!-n which see_n,.~d ~·t .o ;. 
start amid~pip ahd c.ome . bac~ flush v~i t.n.·~ the t .. railing edg._;e v_i~vred .. as : . • .. 
the ship drifted. No ra.di.Q antenna op . \yindows., port -holes,·, or a:qy; _ . - · . 
other protuber~~ce s., gap$ or openings . were visible. Tp.e only lan;t ·, · · ~ 

1
• mark near ' the .slghting. p9~:nt. _was a · .rock formation locally knovm t\cS 

"Eleph~t .Rcickn, appr0ximat·_e:1y •700 yards ·N.-E. of..\ whe.re t_he. boat in 

-·~ · ~ 

• ~·' - ~ t -

..,.: I~;\ • . !"- • 
.', ':f. . 

• J •• · -

which Mr. RIV.tl!Rll and party ·were · anchored·. · · .: . . . . . ·, ·_, ' '' 
·.. ·~ ..... , ~- . ~ , ,: 

-3. - On 24 June 1949, in an intervfew ~: i ·th Mr. DO,l'f EE.?~h7', ·:~~· ·. t· ,. · ,:.~ 

a mechanic on a 1- by · 3-foot<- Supersonic Wind Tub..nel., A.rr1es · · ... )~ ~ i·: .. ·. 
Laboratory, Moffett · Fie_ld, California, the .foliowing· int;orm8;tion' · '-· 
was obtained: On. ' ?4 May 1919·, at 1700 hours., P.S.T., a:ppro~i; 7 - · .. .:r~: 
!?ately 2 to 2 1/2 ·miles upstream from the moutp. of the Rogu~ ~~ver ., · .. - t 

. . ~·:- ~· ... ,.;; : 
- 2 -
. ..,.. ' 

' 
:., . 

1' ., • ' ~ a~ t • ... 
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I ~ .•·-~ :.~~YI\·"'?.~~ , . :"~ 
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.. 

. ·., 
; .. ..;..:~·_. ·. ' ' • f' • 

..t , • r 

. .. 

DETAILS . (cont'd) 

5.. .( c~_nt' d) 

Oregon., in a _boat ·· anchored approximately midstream, . a.bout the 
same distanc~ ~_ast of . the"· town :of Gold Beach; Oregon, an object 
was sighted about 5000 fee.·t a,bo.ve the ground _ in . a direction . 

. approximately . 60° . readin~f clockwise from ,orth. Object appet;1.r~d 
to be about i to 2 miles · .away • . Mr. HEAPHY obse·rved t;ne object 
ab.out 30 seconds with the ·naked eye at which time he could see 
only a brig.p.~ g;litter, 11k:e a round mirror . stflhding on edge with 
no appar-ent mo#ion. Just, .. as . :the object began to move., RIVERA. . '. 
handed HEAPHY a· : pair of .s~ppwer Navy type binocular·s thr:ough 

' · .. . 

which HEAPHY vi.ewed tn:e obj~ct. With the binoculars the object 
resolved into a pancake.-like , .: shape., somewh.at thicker in the 
center than in :th~ edges, perfectly flat · 6ri the bottom vid. th a · 
small fin or vane arising about mid·ship an~. g:rowing gradually 
higher to ~he rear ending --.. f:J_ush with a. trai .. l -ing edge as· the ob~· ·· 
ject traveled.:· · Flat surface was parallel to earth. The object 
appeared to 9e made of me~al, aluminum er some other shiny 
metal, a_nd while it appeared o.val i'i~ coi+ld have been perfect-ly 
round in plan section. There appeared · to .l,e. no opening or pro
tuberances of ·any sort other than the · fin already. described. ' 
Object -appeared · to ·be_ 25 · to -~o feet in .diatnete·r. It was _travel
ing in a southeasterly direc.tion, about 1700· cl()ckwise from N:orth. 
It executed . no · manu·e.vers; . ne> lights, no _prope:l.lers, no landing · ·· 
gear or ~ny method of propu.lsion th~ t could be seen or heard. · · 
There were no clouds and the -sun was at .HEAPHY's back at the time 
of sighting~ The ' trailing ~ .. ~dge of the object aij it traveled 
appeared to be somewha.~. :wr_fnkled and dirty''. looking. HEAPHY ves - _. 
tured that these" .~ l.eht have: b.a.ei:i-. vent ~ .but ·said he could not see 
ffiemwell ~ gh to say· .f·or sure • . With HEA~HY-and RIVERA · ih the·. 
boat a; time of ~sight.ing ·was :Mrs •. ROY McB'.g'rH~ · wife of a druggis); 
at Ione, Califor:nfa; Mrs·. ,: WILLIAM '.McBETH, w:ire of. a Standard Oil 
distributor at Gold Beach,,· ·Oregon; and Mr-~. GILBER'r RIVERA. 
NOTE: Mr. ·.HEAPHY and Mr·.;:. RIVERA stated tM,.t · their attention was 
drawn to the object by its glittering as at . the time they were , en
gaged in ·looking upstre~ · to see if they 6ould spot- any feeding 
fish on the ~urface... I-t.·· appeared to this agent that RIVEP~ was,. 
a very reliable person"~. not at all easily_ excited; in fact, prone 
to be rather blase or . indif.f'erent. HEAPHY ·appeared to be a· 
sober, well r~n1.:;nde4. pers:0n, ve-ry mature and . not easily · swayed py 
someone else's opi:pio_n. · 

..;, 3 - LJi,r . ··~·-JC~ . . n: ·..__ ~-->Jr .~ 

. . ~ ~. . 
-', . J 
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19D OSI . 24-14 

. UNDEVELOPED r.EAI)s 

DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 19 1 FAIR!i'IELD-SUISUN AFB 
.AT SAN FRANCISCO I CALIFORNIA 

. .... 

1. Will obtain weather report for Gold Beach, Oregon, 
area on date of sighting 9f object. 

2. Will make interviews with people to evaluate re
liability of observers. 

3. Will check airline scheduled and unscheduled fli chts 
in Gold Beach, Oregon; vicinity on date of sighting. 

4. Will check local fli ght schedules of privately owned 
or military aircraft that might have been in that vicinity on 
date of sighting. 

5. Will check possibility of testing devices used by 
some Goverrur.ent agency aloft in that area. 

6. Will obtain sighed statements from observers. 

7. Will check radar stations for sightings of any ob
jects at that time and place. 

AT SACR.Alv!ENTO I CALIFORNIA 

1. 'Nill contact Mrs. ROY McBETH, through husband ROY 
McBETH, a druggist at Ione, Californ;i.a, ahd obtain statement re 
sighting of object. No other address known. 

DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 20 1 MCCHOPJJ AFB 

AT GOLD BEACH, OREGON 

1. Will interview :Mrs. WILLWI McBETH, Gold Beach, Oregon., 
and obtain statement re sighting of object. 

UNCLASSlFlED - 4 -
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 

S
~f\~ ~EADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORC~ r;D--OSI/JEM/tmn 

\.n~c\Jl.5 
WASHINGTON THE INSPECTOR GENER•L. u••• 

!STH DISTRICT OFFICE Of SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS 

WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE. DAYTON , OHIO 

: • '"REPLY .REFER TO, SD 24-21u 27 July 1949 

WF-0-5 OCT 41 15M 

SUBJEX::Ta PROJECT GRUDGE, Incident, Rogue River, Oregon 
smcIAL INQJJIRY 

TO: Commanding General 
Air Materiel Command 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton. Ohio 
ATTN a MCIAXS 

1. Reference is made to report of investigation by Special Agent 
HARRY M.IEE, this office, subjeot as above, dated 27 June 1949. 

2. Inolosed for your information is pending report of investiga
tion by Speoial Agent cHA.RLES E. BROOKS, DO #19, dated 20 July 1949. 

3. Investigation is continuing in other OSI Districts and reports 
will be forwarded your offioe upon reoeipt in this of f'ioe. 

l Inol 
R/I dtd 20 Jul 49 

{in dup) 

Cy toa Hq OSI 

"""'" 80WNGRA DF.D .-\ -- ., , " . 
DECLI.ss1Frn i 1 

DOD lJ1 c. 'J..:.vv . J..ld 
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_-,.DDENDUM: ROGUE RIVER, OREGON: MAY 24, 1949: 1700 HRS LOCAL TIME 

The case referred to in the text, in which aeronautical 
engineers of an aeronautical laboratory sighted an object, is 
case X in BB#14. I picked this case out of the "twelve good" 
UFO reports because it seemed most interesting. ·According to 
BB#l4, this was a multiple witness sighting of over a minute 
(to several minutes) duration and one of the observers used 
binoculars to observe the object. The drawing presented in BB#14 

. is rather detailed, and certainly does not resemble a conventional 
aircraft. The summary of the report, as given in BB#14, along with 
the· sketches,are p~esented below:· 

An employee in the supersonic . laboratory of an aeronautical 
laboratory and some other employees of this lab, were by a river, 
2 1/2 miles from its mouth, when they saw an object. The time was 
about 1700 hours on May 24, 1949. The object was reflecting sun
light when observed by naked eye. However, he then looked at it 
with 8-power binoculars, at which time ·there was no glare.(Did 
glasses have filter?) It was of metallic construction and was 
seen with good enough resolution to show that the skin was 
dirty. It moved off in a horizontal flight at a gradually increasing 
rate of speed, until it seemed to approach the speed of a jet 
before it disappeared. No .propulsion was apparent. Time of 
observation was 2 1/2 to 3 minutes. 

(Below are tracings of 
the sketches and the 
descriptive cormnents 
that appear in BB#l4) 

Something equivalent to 
a patch. 

.. 
__ _., Direction of motion. 

---+---..:....:.~....:...---!4----:1::iurf;ce appeared dirty and 
Rough and wrinkled spotty in color. 
in rear. 
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Clearly if this repo·rt i's taken at face value something unusual 
was present in the skies of someplace (to be revealed shortly) 
on May 24, 1949. However, in the UFO business one quickly learns 
not to take reports at face value but to dig as deeply as possible. 
It• s not that I wouldn't "trust" the Battelle Institute investigators 
who reported this case (and I certainly wouldn't suggest that they 
made this case up: after all, it was their job to explain cases 
if possible, not to invent unexplainable cases), but the summary is so 
short that certainly some details have been left out. In order to 

( 

recover these details I have searched the files of Project Blue Book 
and of the Office of Special Investigation (OSI) of the Air Force. 
(These UFO related files have all been collected by the National 
Archives, Washington, D.C., and are available, with names of 
witnesses deleted, on microfilm.) -The Blue Book {BB) files are 
in chronological order, and · a chronological list of all cases is 
available. On this list are two reports dated May 24, ·1949. Specifically, 
in the case list onefinds the following information: 

(from the list of 15-31 May, -1949 sightings) 

Date Location Observer# · 

24 
24 

• ~'r ' 
Rogue · River,Bend·,Oregon("t"N~'t\Y. ~ultiple 
Rogue River, .Oregon . (deleted) 

Evaluation* 

other(KITES) 
AIRCRAFT 

* The evaluation is the object that was sighted acc.ording to the 
BB staff. This evaluation was certainly not binding on the 
Battelle investigators. 

t Here I have handwritten in the word "missing" to duplicate the 
situation actually found in the case list. 

# When a personal name was given it was crossed out before the 
microfilm copy was made. The X's preceding the word "Multiple" 
may cover up the name of one of the witnesses. 

As i.ndicated in the list, the multiple witness sighting of that 
date was missing from the case files. The single observer sighting 
evaluated as "aircraft" is not missing however. This pair of cases 
posed an interesting problem(which was not resolved until I had found tht 
case in the Office of Special Investigation files (OSI files)) because 
the time given in the "aircraft" sighting was ~isted as -''approximately 
1700 hours" ·and the location given was 1 1/2 miles up the ~ogue 
River from (i.e., East of) Gold Beach, Oregon. This distance would 
be about 2 1/2 miles from the mouth of the river where it empties 
into the Pacific Ocean.Because of' the coincidence in . time (1700 hrs) 

· and place I could not decide at first whethe:r,. or not this case reported 
an ·independent sighting of the same object as ·reported in the first 
case (which was presumably the one referred to in BB#l4 - multiple 
witness, 2 1/2 miles up a river, 170? hrsh Of course the 
most puzzling thing about ·the listing of these two cases was the 
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difference in identifications ("kites" vs "aircraft"). If these 
cases referred to the same sighting of a ·single object, how could 

. the identifications be so widely diverse? The second case, which 
was in the BB ·. files, contained a copy of an OSI inv~stigation of 
a Mrs. (name deleted1 call her Mrs. A ) who·. lived in GOld Beach.· 
In her interview she stated that "at approximately 1700 hours, 
24 May 1949, she and four other persons; w~ile fishing . on* the 
Rogue .River near Elephant Rock* approximately 1 1/2 miles* above 
the highway bridge near Gold Beach, Oregon, sighted an object 

·described as being round in shape, silver .in color, and about 
the ···size ·of a C-47 aircraft; When first brought .to Mrs. A's attention 
by one of the other witnesses. the object appeared to be three or 
four miles away. It was coming from the east, but later · turned to the 
southwest. It appeared to be travelling at the same rate of speed 
as a C-47. It made no noise, left no exhaust trail, and made no 
maneuvers. The interviewee stated that she was not familiar with 
aircraft: therefore she could not estimate with any accuracy the speed 
or altitude at which the object was travelling~ Mrs. A made the 
comparison between the object and a C-47 because she is familiar 
with that type of aircraft. Her son has pointed out C-47's to her as 
they flew m,er Gold Beach." This interview of Mrs. A was carried 
out on August 8, 1949 by Special Agent R. Hauser. The BB case card, 
which includes a short summary of the case, stated the following 
conclusion (or evaluation): AIRCRAFT. The reason for this identification 
as given as follows:"No data presented to indicate object could NOT 
hav~ hean aircraft." Although the sighting time and the rough descriptior-
of the obJect seen by Mrs. A matches the time and general description 
of the object reported in ·case X of BB#l4, there is no way to positivel~ 
connect these two reports from the evidence in the Blue Book: 
files alone. -

what about the missing case? A search of the OSI files turned 
up the original references on the missing case: the interviews of the 
witnesses including Mrs. A.Moreover, information in the OSI files 
essentially establishes the credibility of this case and shows that 

// 

the BB staff erred significantly in their ana.lyses. The two cases 
should be combined into one and should be listed as unidentified 

· (as the Battelle 1nstitute investigators realized). 
The first report of this sighting was made on or just before 

June 14, 1949 . , to the Securitv Officer of the National AdvisorJ 
committee for Aeronautics at Moffett Field in California. This 
officer requested an investigation, which was subsequently carried 
ou~ by Special Agent C.E. Brooks and others during the following 
months. On June 24 agent Brooks interviewed a Mr. (name deleted, 
call him Mr. B) in the Drafting Section of the National Advisory 
Convnittee , at Ames laboratory , Moffett Fi.eld. This i;nterview 

*Underlining by this author 
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. r e vea l ed t he f o llowing i nfonnation: " On Tuesday, 24 May 1949, at 
1700 P.S.T., Mr.Band 4 other persons, while fishing 2 miles upstream 
(East) of the mouth of the Rogue River, at approximately the same 

· direction and distance from the town of Gold Beach, Oregon, sighted 
an object which is described as follows: when first sighted it 
appeared to be a glitter about 4 miles away laterally, at some 
5000 feet above the ground which at that point was at sea level or 
approximately so. The object was then examined through a pair of 
8-power Navy type binoculars. Observation time about 90 - 120 seconds. 
Object appeared round and shiny, something like a fifty-cent piece, 
viewed from below and to one side. Object's color was silvery and it 
appeared r o~nd in plan view.The object seemed to be solid with no 
visible ope1-ings and was about 30 feet in diameter as nearly as 
could be j udged. Just before Mr. B handed the glasses to Mr. (name 
deleted - call him Mr. C) the object made a turn on its vertical 
axis with no tilting or banking and started to move in a southeasterly 
direction. There was no sign of exhaust or propellor1 no driving 
force could be seen or felt and no sound was heard. The object at 
no time contacted or came any closer than 5000 feet, approximately, 
to the earth, and when last seen was disappearing in a southeasterly 
direction, accelerating to an approximate speed of a jet plane. 
There were no protuberances other than a slight fin which seemed to 
start amidship and come back flush with the trailing edge viewed as 
the ship drifted. No radio antenna or windows, p0rt holes, or any 
other protuberances, gaps or openings were visible. The only land 
mark near the sighting point was a rock formation locally known 
as "Elephant Rock" (underlining by present author), approximately 
700 yards N.E. of where the boat in which Mr.Band party were 
anchored." 

On June 24, ~gent Brooks also interviewed Mr. C, a mechanic 
"on a 1 by 3 foot Supersonic Wind Tunnel." at Ames Laboratory. 
This interview revealed the following information:"On 24 May 1949, 
at 1700 hours P.S.T., approximately 2 to 2 1/2 miles upstream from 
the mouth of the Rogue River,Oregon, in a boat anchored approximately 
midstream, about the same distance East of the town of Gold B~ach, 
Oregon, an object was sighted about 5000 feet above the ground in 
a direction approximately 60° reading clockwise from North. Object 
appeared to be about 1 or 2 .miles away. Mr. c. observed the .object 
about 30 seconds with the naked eye at which· time he could see only 
a bright glitter, -like a round mirror standing on edge with no 
apparent motion. Just as the object began to move, Mr. B handed 
Mr.Ca pair_ of 8-power Navy type binoculars through which Mr. c 
viewed the object. With the binoculars the object resolved into a 
pancake-like shape, somewhat thicker in the center than in the 
edges, perfectly flat on the bottom with a small fin or vane arising 
about midship and growing gradually higher to the rear ending flush 
with a trailing edge as the object travelled. Flat surface was parallel 
·tO the earth. The object appeared to be made of metal, aluminum or 
some other shiny metal, and while it appeared oval it could have been 
perfectly round in plan section. There appeared to be no opening 
or protuberances of any s ort other than the fin a:Lready described. 



Object appeared to be roughly 25 to 30 feet in diameter. It was 
travelling in a southeasterly direction, about 170° clockwise from 
North. It executed no maneuvers: no lights, no propellors,no landing 
gear, or any method of propulsion could be seen or heard. There were 
no clouds and the sun was at Mr. c~ back at the time of the sighting. 
The trailing edge of the object as it traveled appeared to be 
somewhat wrinkled and dirty looking. Mr. C ventured that these 
might have been vents but he said he could not s_ee them well enough 
to say for sure. With Mr.Band Mr. c in the boat at the time 
of the sighting was Mrs. D, wife of a druggist at- Ione, Calif.: 
Mrs. At wife of a Standard Oil distributer at Gold Beach, Oregon, 
and Mrs. X."(I believe this ~sin error1 Mrs. X should have been 
Mr. D, the husband of Mrs.D., as further interviews revealed.) 

"NOTE: Mr.Band Mr. c stated their attention was drawn to the object 
by its glittering as at the time they were engag·ed in looking 
upstream to see if they could spot any feeding fish on the surface. 
It appeared to this agent that (either B or. C) was a very rel-iable 
person, not at all easily excited: in fact, prone to be rather 
blase or indifferent. Mr (C or B) appeared to be a sober, well 
rounded person, very mature and not easily swayed by someone 
else's opinion." 

Agent -Brooks was not satisfied with the infonnation in the 
above" casual interviews" and on August 2, 1949, obtained the 
following signed statements: 

(Mr.B) "On 24 May 1949 , at approximately 5:00 P.M., while 
fishing with several friends about two and a half miles up the 
Rogue River from Gold Seach, Oregon, my attention was drawn to 
an object in the sky by Mr. D, ·one of the members of the party. 
To the naked eye this object appeared circular and standing on edge. 
I then focused a pair of s·-power Navy type binoculars and saw that it 
was indeed circular and that we appeared to be looking upward at the 
bottom side of it. As nearly as possible to tell, the object appeared 
about 5000 feet in altitude, and not more than a mile away. When I 
first observed it, object was moving very slowly. As I put the glasses 
on, it made a turn to the south, with no banking or leaning, and 
picked up speed. I then handed the glasses to Mr. C in order that 
he might see the object. Observed through the glasses the object 
appeared to be made of silvery metal, either completely circular or 
somewhat oval. It was thin near the edges and thicker in the center. 
A triangular fin appeared to arise amidship and extended to the 
trailing end -. of the object viewed as it traveled. There were no 

. openings visible and no sound was heard. There appeared to be no 
-engines or motors, no landing gear, no other protruding parts other 
than the fin already described. The object was in sight for 
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approximately one (1) minute. Sun was at our backs and there were 
no clouds. 

(Mr.c) "While fishing with a party of friends about two and a 
half miles up the Rogue River from its mouth at Gold Beach, Oregon, 
at approximately 5:00 p.m., 24 May 1949, my attention was called 
to an object in the sky. The object was to the East of us about 
one (1) mile, at approximately 5000 feet altitude. With the naked eye 
little but a glare and a silvery glint could be seen. But after 
watching it for approximately one minute and a half I was handed a 
pair of 8-power binoculars by Mr.B. It was then possible to see 
that the object was roughly circular in shape and appeared to be 
30 to 35 feet in diameter. It ·had somewhat the cross-sectional 
appearance of a pancake, being thicker in the center than at the 
edges. A small triangular fin started approximately in the middle 
and grew gradually higher to the rear as the object traveled. 
Whe~ first sighted the object was moving very slowly. As I watched 
it through the glasses, it picked up speed and when it vanished 
from sight approximately 90 seconds later, it was traveling as 
fast or faster than a jet plane. As far as could be seen, it had 
no qpenings or protuberances of any kind other than the fin and 
there was neither sight nor sound of any driving force. It was a 
clear day and no clouds in the sky, and the sun was at our backs 
as we watched the object which vanished in a southeasterly directio~, 
mostly south. " 

Agent Brooks also obtained statements from six other people 
who had known one. or the other of the witnesses for periods of 
time ranging from several months to several years. These character 
references concluded with statements such as" inclined to take 
seriously any statement Mr./// might make", "inclined to place 
considerabl~ reliability in anything Mr.//// might have to say", 

/ 

etc. 

/ 

The above interviews· and signed .testimonials were obtained 
by agent Brooks at Moffett Field and Sunnyvale, California on 

· Aug.2, 1949. Several days previously, July 26, 1949, in a completely 
separate interview, agent T.H. Kelley obtained the following 
signed statements from Mr. and Mrs. D. of Ione, California: 

(Mr. D)"During the latter part of May 1949, at approximately 
1630 in the a~ternoon, while fishing in a boat on the Rogue River 
near Gold Beach, Oregon, t-ogether with (list · of people deleted: 
assumed to be Mrs. A, Mr.B, Mr.C) and my wife, my attention was 
attracted by a silvery object in the sky, traveling at a height 
of approximately 5000 feet in a southerly direction. The object, 
circular in fonnation as a silver dollar, traveled without sound 
at a speed gre~ter than a high speed or jet plane.Mr.Band Mr.c 

· used a binocular to view . the object which was visible to the naked 
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. eye for approximately two minutes. Not using binoculars I could 
not make out any irregularities of fonnation, or whether :· the object 
had a motor or motors, landing gear, or other items usually 
connected with a -plane. It had no appearance of the conventional 
plane but in size would be of the diameter of the fuselage length 
of the DC-3 plane. I have fished in the general area a number of 
years and have observed various type planes flying in this area, 
but have never observed anything of this nature before." 

(Mrs. D) "While on vacation near Gold. Beach, Oregon, during 
the latter part of May 1949 and while fishing from a boat in the 
Rogue .River in the late afternoon, my husband,Mr. D, called the 
attentionof _the group to a · silver object, circular in shape, 
crossing the sky at a high altitude and at a high . rate of speed. 
I could not estimate its height and its size was a large as a 
large passenger plane though shaped like a shiny circular disk • . 
No sound was heard and it crossed our range of vision in two or 
three minutes. The day had been clear, visibility was good ~ ·and the 
sun was just setting. Other .occupants of the party who observed ·the 
object were .(names deleted : . assumed to be Mrs.A, Mr. B, and Mr.C) . 
and my husband. There was no soun~ and the object traveled on a 
direct course." 

Several days after agent Brooks obtain~~ the signed statements 
from Mr.Band Mr. c.,agent Brooks compiied .. the documents he had . 
obtained to that time and sent copies to the OSI headquarters, 
severai other places, and to Wright-Patters'cjn AFB (the headquarters 
of Project Blue Book - actually Project Grudge at the time of the 
sighting). He had marked his file "closed" even though he had not 
at that time obtained a statement from Mrs. A. Several days later, 
on Aug. 8, agent Hauser interviewed Mrs. A in Gold Beach, ·obt~ining 
the information given on page 49of this Addendum. Although this 
interview was subsequently included in the file compiled by agent 
Brooks (and is to be now seen on the microfilm copy of that file), 
the Blue Book (or Grudge) investigators didn't realize the connection 
between the sighting:· of Mr.B, Mr.C, and Mr. and Mrs.D _and that of 
Mrs. A, even though the estimated times were the same (about 1700 
hours) and the locations were virtually identical (near Elephant 
Rock in the Rogue River~ Oregon) 11 Thus, in the BB files these two 

. cases should be combined into one, and, moreover, the identifications 
should be deletedlll (It certainly_ couldn't have been both an 
aircraft and a "kite".) 

During his investi_gation agent Brooks compiled the following 
supplementary infonnation: the weather charts for the area indicated 
the coast was clear on the date of the sighting1 the San Francisco 
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civil Aeronautics Authority (CAA) , the .Oakland Airport, and the 
San Francisco Airport all agreed that there were many local 
carriers (about 160) that could have flown over the Gold Beach 
area but that less than 1% of these file flight plans, so it 
would be useless to try to locate a flight that could account for 
the sighting:the Sixth Army and the Twelfth Naval District 
Intelligend~ di d not posse~radar installations near eriough or 
powerful enough t o have recorded anything at Gold Beach at that 
time: the Air Force Early Warning Radar Stations in the Bay Area 
were not powerful enough to reach as far north as Gold Beach and 
these stations did not report.anything as unidentified on the 
date of the sighting: the sosth Aircra.ft control and Warning 
Group at Silver. Lake·; Washington did not have Gold Beach under 
radar coverage. 

Of all the above listed supplementary information, the only 
part of direct interest, ·since there was . evidently no radar 
coverage, is the confirmation of the witnesses' claim that the 
weather was clear. 

However, agent Brooks did dig up an interesting bit of 
information whd.ch led to the "final identification" according 
to Project Blue Book (or Grudge). Quoting Brooks' report: 

"On Aug.2, 1949, Air Force radar installations at Treasure 
Island and .the military reservation at Fort Baker, both in the 
San Francisco area, send aloft radar testing devices known as 
"kites" twice each day, at around 1000 and 1600. These devices are 
of aluminum sheet, approximately 5 feet on a side, roughly 
diamond shaped and containing a double set of traingular fins on the 
top side. These are carried aloft by gas filled balloons approximately 
2 feet in diameter when they leave the earth. When these devices 
reach high enough altitude, the expanding gasses cause the balloons 
to burst and the devices known as "kites" fold and drift earthward. 
It is possible that one of these devices fro~ one of these radar 
installations may have blown as far north as Gold Beach, 
Orego!l, on 24 May, 1949 ... 

Apparently the BB (or Grudge) investigators accepted the 
"possibility" that one of these devices could have drifted Northward 

:-~~[,,> by about 340 miles on May 24·, 1949. (Note: typical balloon 
ascension rates put a balloon at bursting altitude within an hour 
after launch.) If the 1600 launched balloon had reached Gold Beach 

· by 1700 it would have travelled roughly 340 miles per hour. If the 
1000 launched balloon had reached Gold Beach it would have only 
had to travel 1/6 as fast. Of course, if a balloon launched on a 
previous day had reached Gold Beach(without~ bursting and without 
leaking sufficiently to drop to the ground), it could have moved 
quite slowly. '!'he investigators "only"had to · ignore ·the statements 
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of four witnesses, two of whom used binoculars (Mrs. A. was not 
included in the · report identified as "kites"), that the object 
was circular to accept the "kite" explanation. A radar kite 
is a carefully folded aluminum sheet which is like a cube with its 
corners pushed inward to the center of the cube. This folding 
turns the "cube" into a collection of "corner reflectors" for radar. 
The outline of such a a ·evice could be square , rectangular, or 
hexagonal ( probably a distorted hexagon), but never circular. 
When the ballon bursts the kite "folds" and drifts earthward. 
It is difficult to image a piece of aluminum that must weigh 
at least several hundred grams drifting, with no balloon support, 
for over 300 miles. 

Of course the argument that the witnesses saw a radar kite 
launched in San Francisco presupposes that the wind direction 
was correct. However, as I found out by calling the weather center 
(Ashville, North Carolina) the winds at Oakland California and 
at Medford, Oregon (about 80 miles East of Gold Beach) were 
out of the Northeast at all altitudes from about 1000 feet to !' 

about 30,000 feet. Specifically, the angles of the direction with 
resgect to North(= o0

) a_nd measured clockwise were in the range 
180 to 270° at Medford at 1300 hours and 1900 hours local time. 
At Oakland the winds ranged from about 100° to about 300° at various 
altitudes at 1300 and 1900 hours local time on May 24, 1949. Thus 
the winds would have tended to carry any windborn object toward the 
southwest , not northward 1 This information may have been 
available to the BB#l4 investigators (Battelle) and may have helped 
them decide that the object was not a radar kite. (Had they 
decided it was,they obviously wouldn't have included it as one 
of the "twelve good unknown·s II. This wasn't the only time that the 
BB#14 investigators reversed the decision of the BB or Grudge 
investigators.) 

To aid in the study of this sighting I have compiled a table 
of the grosser features of the various statements and interviews. 
The reader will note that the estimated times (duration) and 
distances varied somewhat, but were all comparable. All witnesses 
agreed on the general shape and color. Apparently the object was 
of an angular size that was large enough so that the witnesses 
could detennine its circular shape even without binoculars. It 
was compared in angular size to that of"a large passenger plane" 
(Mrs. D.) and of" a C-47" as it flies over Gold Beach. These 
estimates are subjective, but suggest angular sizes comparable to 
0.1 to 1 degree (0.0017" to 0.017 radians; for comparison, the 
angular size o; the moon or the sun is about 1/2 a degree) • . At the 
very least the object must have been of an angular size of a minute 
or two (1/60 =0.017 degrees to· 2/60 = 0.034 degrees) since the 
normal resolution of· ·the bright adap1:-ed eye is on the order of 



/ 

Person 
and Place 

TABLE A: ROGUE RIVER, OREGON, 24MAY1949:1700 PST 
I 

Direction'Distance!Heig~t 
1
shape l size 1speed Duration 

of 
View 

color 
to Object . to ·. I (Esti-

1

. (Esti- (Esti-
Object mate) \mate) mate) 

--------- · ' .!Estimate l_______ ------------_....;.-. 
INTERVIEW JUNE 24: 
Mr.B 

(Moffett 
Field) 

Mr. C 
(Moffett 

Field) 

East 4· mi.· 5000 Round · ' 30 slow 90- • 1 I si very, 
to ft. like ft. to 120 sec. 

South- 50¢ dia. fast 
east ·· piece 

o·-- -- -- --·· - - .. ·- - - ..... _._ .. __ .... ______ -- ·· - ·- -·---- --L- _ ·-- ---- ·- - . --···----r· -··----- ----·· 
NGO E 1 to 2 5000 

1 
like ; 25- not. 

1
30 sec. shiny 

to miles .. ft. i·pan- : 30 oving jnaked eye: 1 metal 
s100E . cake II ft. to 1then with j 

. . . · oving _ lbinocularsi 

Other Details 
. ~- . 

Turn with no tilt o r 
banking:no protrusions 
other than fin near 
trailing edge: no port: . 
Used binoculars. 
Binoculars resolved r e 

object into pancake sha-:. 
ith fin.Thicker at cent 

ApparentLy ·wrinkled or 
"dirty" trailing edg~: 
no sound. etc. -· - -------·--------·- --------·"'"'-· -- ...i-----·-··- ···- ·---···-----------·--·-·---------·- ·---·-· .. --.... --... -----· --·--·..-·· .· . .. ·- --.. - .. ,_,.. ___ ... ·-· . -····· ·-----··-- - . 

SIGNED STATEMENTS AUGUST 2: l 
Mr. B East \not more 5000 circu- · - 1slow approx. 

1 minute 
silvery 
metal 

Same details as in 
interview. (Moffett to than 1 ft. lar orl ~hen 

Field) south- I mile oval ~ped 
__ east --f------···--------------· ··-·- ·--- · -------!_up ________ .. -·· ·-· ----···-- -·------ .... ---~-~-~----·-- -·---------·- ·-r.·-

Mr.C East !about 5000 like 30- ~low 190 sec. silvery Same details as 
(Moffett to 1 ft. lpan- I 35 I to !naked eye:} in interview. 

Field) SSE ,mile cake 1ft. ~ast then with 
. lfinoculars J 

--------.. ----·· .... -----·--.. .. . ----~····------ ·---------------···--·---- --------·- · . -·------·-·----JQr_JHL ~e~ .!'1---- ___ ..,._ _______ . 
SIGNED STATEMENTS JULY 26: 
Mr. D jCtraveling 
(Ione. 

1
in south-

5000 
ft. 

silver length --,fast 
do~lar of DC-3 } 

fuselage1 

two 
minutes 

·oidn't use binocufar~ 
no sound or irregula.·
ities of formation Calif.)~~-e:!~i:!r-

Mrs. D I .- ... ----~-- -·-·- --·- ·high- ~·ir~u~ --pas----·- ·fast ... _two--or sil_v_e_r_..._ _ ___ .. no-sc>uncf _______ _ _ 
· alt.itude , lar r

1
senger I three 1 (Ione, 

Calif.) . 
·1N·rERVIEW ... AUG ·a: . .... .. , .... _ .. ,. .. ~ ........ .. . 
Mrs.A I east to 13 or 
(Gold :south-

1
4 miles 

Beach I east 

1 l . , p ane 
I 

minute 1 
., .. . . .. . . .. . -· . ,- . _. . . . . . · - · - · - · - ·- - -·--- , -..,- ~-- · ... · ·•·• · ..• -....... .. - . .. ·- - . ... ..... . .. . ...... ..... ~ . . - . , ··· " "' • ,c •. ,, .. , --.. -· -

\

circular/ C-47 fast I - silveJ No sound;no exhaust 

1ver Gold 
Beach I " 
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1/2 to 1 minute - of arc. and the object was apparently resolved by 
the eyes of five people. The 8-power binoculars would have made 
details down to 1/8 or so of the diameter of the object apparent to 
the viewers using binoculars (Mr.Band Mr. c): 

An object that is 1 minute of arc in angular size would be 
1/60 of a degree or (1/60) of 0.017 radians or 0.00028 ·radians in 
angular size. This corresponds to 0..28 feet in linear size if 
1000 feet away,about 1 1/2 feet if 1 mile away, and about 
six feet if four miles away. 

These sizes calculated above are bas·ed upon the minimal 
expected angular size for resolution of the object into a circular 
shape with the naked eye. However, if the estimates of Mrs. D and 
Mrs. A are more nearly correct, then we should use an angular size 
comparable to 0.1 degree or 0.0017 radians. The linear size 
estimates are now about 1.7 feet if 1000 feet away, 8.4 feet if 
1 mile away, and 33 feet if about 4 miles away. This last size 
estimate agrees with the numbers given by Mr.Band Mr. C, and 
probably with the fuselage length estimate given by Mr. D. 
However, their estimates were purely qualitative since they had no 
distance estimates to work from. It is unfortunate that the 
interviewers didn't think to obtain rough angular size estimates 
(such as the size of a pea at arms length, etc.) from the witnesses. 

Despite the difficulty (or impossibility) of obtaining 
size estimates from the data presented in the OSI files, it seems 
clear that the object seen by five people was not an ordinary 
aircraft and, moreover, the detail reported by two observers 
who used binoculars (not just one as implied by the BB#14 sununa~J) 
rules out other readily identifiable aerial phenomeua. Thus I 
believe that this case must remain unexplain~d. 

*Note: Relatively recent studies by military investigators specializing 
in visual detection and recognition of military targets and other 
studies concerned with the presentation of visual infonaation on 
TV type displays have shown that detection of a target against a 
some~hat"contrasty "background requires that ·the 'angular size ;of the 
object subtend roughly one "eye reso.lution element", which is 
about l minute of arc or about 1/3 of a milliradian. For the shnpe ~f 
an object to be barely recognizable requl'res about 1.5 - 2 resolution 
elements along any major axis of the object (if it is square or_ 
circular it has no major axis: in any other case the orientation 
of the object will be barely detectable with 1.5-2 resolution 
elements along its major axis). For objects with non-simple surfaces 
(e.g., projections, etc.) it is barely possible to differentiate 

\ ...... - between classes of cQmparable non-simple surfaces if there are about 
4 resolution e l ements along a ny ma jor extension. Thus, for example, 
to 'distingui sh between a plane an<l a blimp seen at great distances 
woul d r equ ire that t h e p lane be seen i n such a way that the 



/ 

· 58 

·fuselage subtends several resolution elements and the wings subtend 
several resolution elements. An object with· a structured surface 
can usually be identified (either by the observer or by an analyst 
studying an · accurate report by the observer) when there are 
6 - 8 resolution elements along any major extension and several 
elements along any minor extension. 

The requirements for typical visual detection, determination 
of object orientation, object :class differentiation, and object 
identification, are of inte re i n analyzing this report because 
here we have a case of an oh j e c . f or wh i ch the angular size was 
suffic i ent that not only C O \ . d he ob e rve rs detect it, but they 
were also able to assign a general shape (circular or oval) with 
the naked eye. The ability to make this statement about its shape 
with the naked eye implies that the · angular size of the object was 
such that it subtended at least two resolution elements in its 
major dimension • It probably subtended more, but two is sufficient 
to allow me to make the following point: with the binoculars the 
angular size was "amplified" by a factor of eight, meaning there )-
were at least about 16 resolution elements across the major 
dimension of the object, many more · than necessary !2!: identification 
if identification~ possible! 
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