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THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON 28, D. C,

December 6, 1950

MEMORANDUM FOR COLONEL EKREPS

Subject: Procedure to Insure Prompt Dissemination
of Any Overt Hostile Act by a Forelgn Power.

1. The Deputy Secretary of Defense was notified
by telephone this date by the Secretary of State of an
incident which apparently should have recelved the at-
tention of the Deputy Secretary prior to Secretary of
State. Lacking the information he was forced to make a
noncommittal reply and was placed 1n an embarrassing
position thereby. In a similar situatlon, the incident
.could be more serious.

e Will you plesse check the channels whereby
the Deputy Secretary is notified of simllar incildents
to determine their adequacy and timeliness? Thls office
should have coples of directives concerning channels for
emergency messages.

s Should the above channels not appéaf adequéte,
please submit your recommendations as to any changes

necessary.
C.A. RANDALL E

. M: ,ﬁi'_] . QMMD Lt., Colonel, U.S.M.C. -
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CONFBENTIAL
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE

RTERS UNITED STATES AlIR -~ am i
e WASHINGTOM 25, D. C. {Sm&& H‘? Ent,\h
DEP, SEC., 7 SEEN

€ December 1850

MEMOBANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

Attention: Colonel Kreps fﬁ\\
SUBJECT: Air Alert = 1050 Hours, 6§ Decembsr 1950 ' r}
. N é
' ™
l. 'The ConAl Air Defense Controller notified the Headquarters © {

USAF Commsnd Post that at 1030 hours a number of unidentified aireraft
were spproaching the northesast area of the Unitsd States and that
there was no reason to believe the airoraft were friemdly.
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2. This information was further amplified at 1040 hours as
follows. By radar contmct it wes determined that approximately
40 aircraft were in the flight, &t 32,000 feet, on » course. of
200 degrees, in the vicinity of Limestone, Maine.
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. The emergency alert procedure went into effect immediately.
4. The Office of the President was notified, BErigsdier General

Landry returned the call and stated that the President had been notified
and that:

a, Al]l informetion in this matter wes to be ralanlud by the
Department of the Air Force,

be Offioce of the Pregident would relesss no information.

¢+ The substance of & and b above was to be passed to the
Office of the Secretary of Defense.

5. At 1104 hours the ConAC Air Defense Controller stated that the

original track had faded out and it appears that the flight as originally
identified is u friendly flight,

6« CopAC took immediate mction to dispeteh inturuapﬁar: on the

initiel contact.
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Colonel, USAF .x\
Asst Executive, Directorate )
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CONFIDENTIAL
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& Dacember 1950

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEPENSE
Attantiun: Coclonel Irapl

SUBJECT: Air| ilnrt - 1030 Hours, & Duueﬁhnr 1850

1. The ComAl Air Defense Controller notified the Headquarters
USAF Command Post that at 1030 hours a number of unidentified sircrafs¢
were approaching the northeasi arsa of the United States and that
there was: no reason to believe the &iroraft were friendly.

2./ Thls information was further amplified at 1040 hours as
follows. By radar contact it was determined that epproximstely
40 aircraft were in the flizht, st 32,000 feet, om a course of
200 dlgrtu:, in the vicinity nr Limestone, Maine.

- Tha emergency &lert proaidura want into effect immedimtely.

R Thﬂ Office of the Preaident was notified., Erigudier Genersl
Landry raturnnd the call and stated that the “reaidant bad been notified
4nd thats

;gi' All information in this matter wes to be released by the
= Dapnrtmlnt uf the Lir Forces

bd; Office of the President would relesese no informetion.

6. The substence of & =nd b above wae to be ptiﬂld to the

Office of tha Secretary of Defense.

5:. At 1104 hours the ConAC Air Defense Controller stated that the
original track had faded out and it appears that the flight as originally
identified is & friendly [light.

6. ConAC took immediate action to dispatch interceptors on the
initial obntnct.

CHARLES B. WINELE

. Colonel, USAF

g Agst Executive, Directorate
' of Plans
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