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HEADQUARTERS, ARMY AIR FORCES

WASHINGTON
M REPLY REFER TON :

26 Septembsr 1947

.:,.—...
MEMORANDUM. FOR ASSISTANT CEITF d? ATR STAFF - 2

4
3UBJECT: Radar Pick-ups of High Speed Targets in the Far East.

¢¢§ 1. This recapitulation of threes radar pick-ups of high speed targets
in the Far Esst from 1 July 1GL7 to 16 September 1547 has been prepered to
present graphically the targdts and locations repurtad together with an
estimeted evaluation of this ac tivlﬁf;éﬁ;

Z, FParaphrased below are the incidents referred to with Air Intelligesnce
Division comments for sach ineldent. Attached as Inclosurs 1 to thils memoran-
dum is a map plotting the referenced ineidents:

a. 1 July 1947
Spurce: GCA Unit, CHITOSE AAE, HOEKATDO, JAFAN.
Speed:  In excess of 500 mph. (435 knots)
titude: F0C0 ft. or hisher.

Remarks: A target was picked ug lc wiles north of the base on a
course of 180 degreses. (Pc;‘nt AV}, The GCA Unit immediately callad the tower
-and asked il any aircraft wers operating noril of the field. At the instant
cf this radio transmissicn, uhe target reversed course to jau degress and was

srackad out to a renge of 28 miles (FPoint B'). The target then changed courss
to 24,0 degress and was tracksd out 6 miles (Point ('), where it again reversed
sourse to 060 desrees and returmed to the originsl point 28 miles north of
the base (Foint 3')., The tarmet then changsd course te 360 degrees and faded
out of runge (Dotied line).

Comments: The nearest known operatiomsl U,S5.3.E. air base to the
north of Onitose 4AB is Otomari on southern Ostrov Sakhalin at a range of
23), nautical miles from Chitose AAB. This base is classified as having
temporsry rumways of 4500 — 60CO foot length. Base contains a large aviation
gasoline tank farm with 2 pipe line to Kersakov Harbor whish is capable of
handling tankers. '

_ Headguerters of the U.S.S.R, Air Force on Esrafuto is lopated in
the Toyohara area about 24 miles to the north of Otomari.
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, 28 Aunsust 1947

(e

Source: MY Radar Station, FUKUDKA, JAPAN,
Speed:  390=L15 kmots.

ﬂltitudsr-mlﬁDG feet.

o
b

Zemarks: A target was picked up in orbit at a range of 26-30 nautlcs
miles on & beering of 2C to 30 degrees (Point A)., Target then took 2 heading
of 023 degrees and wek tracked to a range of 54 nautical miles whers 14 Faded
(Point 5). The target wos in e climb on this outbound course and the wealhsT
at the tims wes such that the climb would have tc be maoe on instruments.

s, 16 Ssptember 1947

Source: Mu{ Radar Station, FUKUCKL, JAFAN.
Speed: BLD - G50 meoh (Pan-73C kmots)
Altitudes: 10,000 - 20,000 feet.

Tamarks: & targst was picked up at a range ol 49 milss on & pearin:

of 0LD desrees (Point ©), Target was tracked on an incomin: cOUTS2 +0 & Tang
of 19 miles and a bearing of OL5 dogrees (Point D) at which voint it faded oul

~ Lomments: The nsarzst known opzrational U.3.8.5. Bir pases ars
Senzan on the e&st coast of Korea at 39° 10! Horth Latitude and 127° 25! Zast
Lon.ituds ani Hasju on west coxst of Xorea at 32° 02' Forth Latitugs anc
125% 42! Zast Longituds, The rangze to these bpasss from Fukuoks is %60 nautic:
miles. Oenzan iz classified us having permanent runways of L500-6000 foot
length, and was highly operational by the Japanese, Hazju has one rumiay of
zpproximately 4000 oot length, probably surfaced., It is therefore reasonapl
{0 assume that the U,5.5,R. is ntilizing the Tagilities at theas bases 1o the
ataost, sinee tne locstien is strategicelly betwsen Viadivostok to ths norih
and the U.3. occapiad arsas of Korsa to the south. A regent Terort from the
.5. MXIT Corps, evaluated F-3, statss "a new type alrcralt on Hagju airstrip
orth Kor=a, This aireraft emitted black smoks on take-ofT, but was not
identifizd ag jet nropelled.”

4 *p U,3. airerseft were raported operating in the arsac =h
g Ul

tarzets were clcHe
5 Preliminary conclusions based on the above information indicates:
2, Jrzat stress was :iven by the reporting aganely

of proficiency of the radar opsrators and coantrollers in ¢
tor of even modérate proficiency would nave no troubls in

hetween 2 torzet and westher phenamana. Frontel sectivity o !

seroey woula shiow depth while tae reflsction from a detzor zxisis fo

short -eried of time that 1t would nrobabl; not be distinguishable Y
interference, ‘lherziors, i{ appears that tne incldsnts uwers not dus ¢ natar
CphEnomend.



b. In ths case of ths pick-up on 1 July 1947 it was indicated
as being more than one object. The size was comparable to that of the
response received from four P-51 type aircrafi. When this target initially
reversed course at peint A! it broke up into two responses and ther again
merged into ong largs reanuns#*gn its outbound course. The treck of this
target, if airc nlft could-indicgte a pnotographic mission.

’fﬂH:. The sighting pn 28 August 1947 was probably & jet-propelled
sircraft. Soviet jet aircraft are believed to have performance sufficient
for such a miszion.

d. The speed indicated in-the last report seems unreasonabls for
piloted aireraft since it was well into the supersonic range. The target,
if an aireraft, would reguirs an extremely largs fusl supply for this apesd.
If rockst propelled, 1t is hard to ?15Ja¢ize its operation for a long snough
period of time to andble it to return to its base. The cable report of this.
last sighting indicated that furthsr detalls;, including weather, would follow.
Upon receipt of this information a betier evaluation may be pessible.

L., Present information does not permit a definits evalustion that all
objests reported were either aircralt or airborne missiles but does suppert
the conclusion that they were not naturzl phenomena

Incl - iap.
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JAMES F. OLIVE, Jr,
C“IHH'EE G. 8. C.

Chief, Air Intslligence l]hrhm
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