FHRUJECT ul/d

| Jun 47

1. DATE - TIME GROUP

2. LOCATION

L Arsfield, Celifornia

3. SDURCE

__Q_:'l_ti]ian

10. COMCLUSION

Other (EIRDS)

4. HUHMBER OF OBJECTS

17

lot repcrted

4 LENGTH OF OBSERVATION 11. BRIEF SUMMARY AMD AMALYSIS

fi. TYPE OF OBSERVATION

Ground Visual

flying in a V.

7. COURSE

1. East 2. 100 deg

2. FHODTOS

21 Yea
X Me

2. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

i1 Yas
K Mo

Upserver first sighted ten objects flying in V fermaticn

to the east, with one stragler. “ater saw seven cbject
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objeccts at LLOU £% altitude, traveiing 350 134 in a loose "VM formalion.
Alzhough tic objuets wure aparently at a considerable distance, the reporter
deseribed thea as boing sinilar Lo the XFSU-1 "Plying Flapjack." e stiated
tirat he atieched no particular inportance to this sijjiting until he r:ad of
the Casecade lountain sighting, {(Incident YNo. 17). Ile then recalled this in-

cident. ; : .

A:C Opinion: there is no informalion conitained in tnis report to reluie
the assumplion thal these objechs were omdinary airceralt boyond the ranpe of
idenvification, The fact thal nc cne elsc in Baikersficld reporived coserving -
anytidng wnusual, tends to substuntiate this conclusion.
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Incident 28 -~ lerdlond —vra-pu -- 14 June 1047

Faoprs ds hobhalagwnatever in Lthis incicent
the..objucts observed ware of astrenonisal ori i
and the-reldtively lon; tise they were in

any possible wstronomical iuterprotation.

It is of iuaterost to noto thut in tiils leocality und at thi

seanson other poﬁqiblx-similun.nbnhasﬁroncmicnl incident

Osre, LT and ;60.

ints “hoir maiouvers
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Dr HYNEK'S EVALUATIONS EXTRACTED FROM FPROJECT GRUDGE REFGRT

l1. Lestronomioel

& bBigh probability:
¥e6, 27, 30, 31, 82, 535, 34, 4B, 449, 39, 60, 66, 69, 7O, o4,
I _ Gl ot e T R e R
eay Vhiy O g o m0p Ml dWiay Ao, Al BLlD, AL, Las, S
147, 148, 158, 174, 184, 1bv, 187, 197, 203, 204, 208, 216,
212, 238.

b. lrair or low probability:
ML, B0 d Ak Bl se. RE Ja. DL EBECBY. Do, 03 98, 100
112, lEL.-, 1:.1, 122, 130, 144, 1EB3, Yoi, 16G, 167, 175, }__;.__’
159, 202, 205, 220, 230, 240.

2. DbMon-astronomical btui suppestive of octher explensticns

6. Balloons or ordirery siroraft:
48, 1A, 22, 41, ad. 55, B4 T3, Bl B3, 91, 92, 118, 114, 1)h,
126, 131, 1368, M1, 145, )55, 156, 157, 158, 160, 161; 163,
“ 189, 171, 173, 1718, 180, 182, 188, 190, 194, 195, 196, 193,
PO0201 ) 2080 Plus 21T, 2E2. 0ah. 257, 254,

be Kockets, fleres or fallling bodles:
W R O Al w AT 18,15, T8, 25, 58 5. T8y 106, 167,
108, 108, 133, 170, 211, Z218.

0. l:finna]]_aﬂenuu (reflections, suroral streemocrs, birde, sto.):
o9, 89, 123, 124, 128, 146, 164, 181, 163, 214, 22}, 231, 234.

3. Fon-estronouioesl, with ne explanation evident

s Lack of evidence preoludes expleanetlioa:
§30, 44, 45, 47, &b, b7, 72, 86, 87, 88, 90, 93, 110, 117, 118,
125, 127, 137, 159, 149, 150, 177, 178, 191, 206, 21z, 213,
229, 232, 233.

b, Evidence offered supggssts po explenetion:
¥1, 2. 10, 17, 21,.Fd54 ST, 40, 51, 62, 68, 61, 62, 64, 68, T1,
76, 75, T1, ?5, 84, 10s, 111_ 122 13ﬂ, 15T, 152, 151% 162 3
1gg, 112, 176, 183, 186, 153, EDT, 215, 223, 2248, 225, 226,
227, 236, 241, 242, 243, 244, 134.
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sddress of observer

Flaca of observetion Ground Front yard
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UNCLASSIFIED

At approximately 1200 noon on,the 1k of Jung I was lying in the iront
yvard ol ny hﬁnv. There was a lad nowing the lavm ' 3 I loolked
into the sl and saw ten articlas flyring Ifrom tne

sthat I would judge to be ;: 0 fhe The oblects wer
mat I would jud bo he 350 milas per Lour.
at the time 1 saw ‘l:-'l"' articles I mentionsd it

lavm abt the time. I told the lad that the objec

soma eort of Armyy or Mavy test planes from the

daserts of Sourthern California. The objachts

T hava seen of the XF5U-1, th= so called "Ilying

is testingz. At approximabely 1.5 I went back into

in the shade, Ab this hina tha obj2cts rsappeared soins [rom
A

althouzh this time there were only sevsn ol Lha articles. hen 1

“Hp original ten cbjscts thay were flying in a "v!" formation it
seaminzly stragzling in the rear of the formation. Sihen the objact

tha second time they were still in the "V" feormaticn although Ul

only seven of the objects at this time, I remembar at this Lime
the lad, who was still woridng on thas lawm, that _ﬂr-
had procssded back to thelr base on a diflerent cour
that this was the case, thait the other three udj=:t: had probably fona ba
bc their baszsa on the other side of the mountains from Lakersfisld. I am
firmly convinced that the articlaes I saw are actually soma sort of [lying
machines althoush I cannot 3ay from whers thay cames or Lo wners they vrare going
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late war for ithe Forest Service. I em familior with almost every pard of

the western United States, During a grest part of my life I have done stunt
flying for air shows and varicus cother types of aercnauticsl exhibitions, 1y
trother was "Tex'"Ranlin who was guite well Imown in both civilian and Militory
f;l.}in.g E;irc}ez for many yecrs befere his death and durding the lete war ran
thousands of Flying Cadets through primary training schools ovned and oper-
a6dd by him, To date I lmve accomplished 7000 hours in the zir as pilcet of
both eivilian and 1ilitary airveraft, T an well acquainited with most articles
that cne would ses in the air and I feel that I an well gualified to sz

when I see articles flying thrcugh the air, although I would net atiempt io
say that I a:n_:.;_nfallable_anﬂ sitabe that I could defipitely identify every -
object that might be flying through the adlr. The following is.zan acceount of
what I saw on 1l Junse 19LT from the yverd of ny home ot SARAINENARL ,

Bakersfield, Califcmia,
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HAMILTOM FIELD., CALIFORMWIA
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SUBJECT: Investigetion of "Flylnp Discs
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THE OREGONIAN, THURSDAY, JULY 8, 1947

Pilot Recalls
Seeing Disc
| Dick Rankin Tells |
Ot Odd Aircraft

~More reports of “flying flap-
tjacks"” turned up Wednesday,
lone from no less than Dick /.

LS

i Rankin, brother of the late Tex
{Rankin, and -hims=elf an expe-
Erienced pilot of more than 7000
hours' flying time.
E Rankin, who is recovering |
from an old back injuryv-Te-|
ceived in an auiomobile acci- |
dent, came {o Portland owver !
the week end o spend the sum- |
mer. He saw the "silver cau- |
cers” . over -Bakersfield, Cal., !
June 23, while lving on 'the

g P " L ;
SR P -1
"THE ORECGOL AR

3 July 1947

| “I'hey were not-weaving -or
‘bobbing in formation I com d'n‘i1
make out the number or, loca-
tion of their propellers . and
coulén't distinguish any wings
or teil. They appeared almost
round. They looked like pic-
tures of the navy's flyving' flap-
jack.!' Rankin said.

Rankin, who plans to spend |
the summer here at 834 N. E.
‘Eimpeon sireel, is now able to
resume a little flying for fun, |
but not commercially, he said
Ke now operates a string of |
auin courts, spending his win- |
ters at Palm Springs.

Tweo Descriptiens Checl:

Rankin's description of the |
mysterious aerial objects agrees |
with that or Kenneth Arnold,

firet reported them over the

lawn sun bathing, he told The

“Oregonian. .
*1 hesitated 1o =2y much |

about them,” Rankin said, "un- |

in the papers. I puzzled over| |
their strange shape for a while
and finally concluded that they |
were the navy's new XF5iU-1
flying flapjacks, which are thin |
and round, with twin propellers
and stubby tail.” l
|
|

Only One XAF5U-1 Built

{ (The navy and the manufae: |
fturer have announced official- |
{ly that only one such machine |

fwasg built and that it never left :

“Connecticut. i
" - *™These planes were flving|
thigh; maybe 89000 feet, and fair- [
tly fast, ebout 300 or 400 miles |
tan hour. I first counied ten of |
]thm'n in formation. going north. |
| About 2:15 P. M. they returned |
ton the reverse course, headed |
lsouth, But there were oniy sev- |
|er in the formation. |

til i noticed all the hul]abalﬂni -

1 i benind the hills.

|
Boise, Idaho. business man, whe i
|
]
1

Arnold clocked them at an es |
dimated 1200 miles an hour. |

Other reports came Wednes- |
day from Asioria. i

Jack Hayes. patient in . St}
Mary's hospital there, said he
;?w two n{‘_}*he*dlsm: Mondsy
flying endlWi-t gt gz rapid
SF?‘”—‘I’: and that way \'anisl?ﬂ?

rtahe of Washington, excent 1that
|
i

iMrs. Ear! Seado, Fort &
L\'nﬂ:‘. =aid she saw a disc trav. |
elingy north over Fort Stevens
FTuesday noon, and thast other
Lobservers saw the same object

The army at Fori Stevens and
the coast puard al nearby Point
LAdams did nol see the discs.

The report nf a Centralia,
tFWazh., man Wednesday coin-
[cicieu:‘- in matter of time with the
original report made by Arncld.
Sidney B. Gallagher of Centra- |
lia =aid he saw nine aluminum- |
hued objects flying north at 3
P. M. June 24, He was working
11 miles southwest of Mineral, |
Wash., 2t the time.

Gt =

 #

o |

Fortlend, (Uregones

| - i
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, Over ngfbrnia by Veteran Pilot
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:rf‘r‘ﬁ. The nzvy, however, S reports | I_J‘ﬂﬂTLA.\D. Ore, July S §
sy 1 . y I'F—Th eport o = 8
I *1 r-IL-.-!". pilot, Ricks d f15 Flyving Flepjeck—=the XF5U- | Weet ; l‘;f-aTs:lpn].ltiir!:li Hlﬁ'n].:nnlz:iﬁ iF
in. todev venorisd sesing 1 —he: vever left Connecticul. -8 today 1o the growing accounts |
g Ut e ! o I the, daw 9 "Iiving  eaucers” over ‘the
yr o [ an LW
has [LIITH \ nOuTE ,‘ hithesd  Rankin, veieean of
ERIEL==WY f . sald Do hegl- | MOte than NG hours in the air,
e taterd 1o report whit he saw un- | F& Eaw the much-iehated
#r Puori Ane PR he resd wheve ethers had pe- r myelery diske high nver Rukers-
o in Pelm Epring: B |'.|1r; L“"",'.::.'. 'ij ::‘,_”.J hf' {41. ..'.-'.r i:i::llrnsjl:f "*]_-“.}:;;_:IT-‘-.“:”.]J‘.
hese nlanes were mivhe foon ObEerved them from the ground. There were 10 in forn stion
e rly fast, t!‘!h? be 200 Megnw hile new reporte came in fiving north, he told = _; 1f‘ﬂvl.‘.’l'
i ¢ an hour, 1 first/from Pacilic Northwest residents, |_ bui when “they J'Ewrhe::i L‘n u“;
ted 10 of them In formation. ' ',:"' P ";f"":";i',:'“:":‘" :a":"é ;:":l:'irrﬂene course, headed pouth,
e e v Herbert Bailliel, who y ngpn .
et About 2:15 p. mi. the? “didn. belisve the SLOTY"” -whisn there were only seven . .. [

e in lhe reverse - Course

edl soutth, but there were oniv|1hey vead 1t in the newspapers |
#n in ihe formation 1| reporied they saw at leasy 10 of|

in't make out the number or|them flving nolseiessly over thel
don of their propellers and|Columbia river ahoul noon today.
in't distinguish any wings or| Short!y after Mrs, B, A. Hunt.
Thev appeared almost round | wife nf the Jeiferson county agent
¢ looked iust like pictures ofjat Madras, Ore, 100 miles souths

navy’s Flying Flapjsck,” Kan.|east of Foriland, sald she saw :gi.'k’c

"1 eouldn't make out Lne hum=

R or jocation of their pro-
peliers- and couldn't distinguish
any wings or tail. They ap-

peared almost round,” he eaid,
Eankin said he saw them Juns
23, but hesitated to  describe
what he saw until he noted
others were reporting the same

Lol 8 FEPOTLED, - o - ojof them-pigh overhead, oy

LTI

thing.

g |

['Lhe reporéiod ¢ lonod
| Const pliot war &0

IETowing
{gRucers” over L

Wmore than T.000
peaid he Baw i

AlsosOver Port
' PORTLARD, Ore...dulr I

RicBard Banlk

o
mutd=aeas

over Bakerelie!
mevbe 301

c
_‘:'t'nr farmatir
herih, ‘he tolc & reporic:

n'“théy returned on

oins Ranks

S 3 7 > :
eteran Airman.

f ‘Flying Saucer’ Witnesses

Ore., July 2—(AP)—
t of a Jong-time West
t was added today to the
aCeOuUnis [ “flving

of
he West.

kin, veteran of more
rs in the air, said he
much-debated mysiery

[here were ten In formation fly-

r north, he told a reporier, but
an "t * returned on the re-
s eourse, headed south, there

TE Oniy aeven,
* enuldn't make out the number
of their propellers and
dr stinguith any wings or
They appeared almast round,”

ankin sald he saw them from
ground on June 23, but hesia
sd 10 describe what he saw until
noted others were reporting the
e 3
it he continued, he as-
ned he had seen the XF-5U-1, the
ser'mental Navy “fying flepe

k™ The Navy since has &n-
Jnced it has only one XF-5U-1,
i 1 has not left Connecticut.

meanwhile, came
7 three Oregon cities, Astoria,
vires and Partland, The Portland=-
; making the report, Mr. and Mra,
srhert Ba
wrtes ghout the “saucers” until
ey =aw at laast ten of them wing.
=~ noiselessly high over the Go-
mhia River wyesterday.

t, said they disbelievéd /

L.

. () ] ¥ L] - g I_. . ¥
Plane Vet Reports See
| ] -
*Flying Saucers' June 23
it" PORTLANXD, Ore., July 2 —(AP)—|believed stories about the
The report ‘the 1
i(ma'.ﬂt pilot was added Wedneeday (of them winging noiseleszly high
to the growing accounts of “flying|over the Columbia river Tuesday
gaucers”’ over the wesi. S1ll another such acerunt cam
# Rlchard Rankin, veteran of more |Irom four siates away. At Alb
an 7,000 hours in the air, =aid h¢|querque. N. M, ,"Max Hood, Ch
asw the much-debated mystery ber of Commerce executive, told of
isks high-over Bakersfield, Calif,, |*¢€ing “a disc-like Bluish object
and pning “maybe 300 or 400 miles [ollowing & zig-zag path in
an hour.” d |northweetern sky” only Tues
~There were ten in formation fl!-‘vli’fnt::f,ut:: d,::‘f;;:l"d SLADRUL Sal
£ north, he 1old & reporter, but| iy s i e
rhen “they returned on the reverse HELE RS R CIRATL R

urse, headed I.E 1heiﬁ£frr

nly seven. ...
*ALMOST ROUND.”
= ™[ eouldn't make out the numhbe:
r-docation of their propeliers and
foouldn’t distinguish any wings or
They appeared aimast round,”
& Fald. . 1
Rankin said he saw them June
but hesitated o oescribe what
e saw until he noted others were
porting the same thing.

g Ru-

|points in New Mexico, west
and Oklahema.

Ln

o At firet, he continued, he ps=-)
d he had seen the XF5U-1
he . experimental navy *Flving

apiack.” The navy since has
ounced It ha: only one XF5l
xnd ‘it has not left Connecticut.

= Rankin, ex-Portlander who now
iveg in Palm Springs, Calif., and »
her of the Jate John G. (Tex}
ankin, ploneer stunt flier, =aid he
bserved the “planes” from !

ORE REPORTS.

“NWew reporis meanwhile came in
rom three Cregon cities, Astrcia,
Madras and Portland.  The Fori-
fanders making the report, Mr. ard

_— |

of a long-time west!cers™suntil they gaw At lenst ten '

Feports meanwhile came i1
Hhirge Oregon-cities, -ﬁ'?-"“:'
i n.dh ;ﬂ ‘nd Pordand. M5 g
o F et olliet, of Anc
Eiaici they @ Kt least ¥ ér o
{"gaucers" winging noledlemsiy
li\f;r; the ‘Columbia " River ve:
e YL 3 1847

1the pest several daye from nther
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