MEMORANDUM TO: AC/AS-2, Counter Intelligence Branch y/

1. Information contained herein and oplnions expressed are based
upon conversation with and request by ¥r. Butler of your office, All
E‘”’““ to certain phenonema cunnected With recent widesproed talk of

flylng saucars™,

. Apprntmtfly thrae woeks afo, om or about 7 July 1947, I
prepared to 7o to bed around 230 or 2300 EDT. 1 was living at 2607
Morth GloSe Road, Arlington, Virginia, with sy wife. Illustration No. 1
shows tiw -eneral Jayoul af the room we occupled at that time. See
[1lustration %o. l.



s. 1 had just turmed off the light by =¥ bodside, but sat down

on the side of the bed to 1isted to the end of & radlo progren before b

reclining. In the meantimes, my wife and 1| were having some cOnYersh-
tion about the seleotion of oertain furniture for & hame ¥ had just
purchased. At the timo of thess events, as I sat facing the windows,
s light appearsd at the right-hand edge of the extreme and window and
moved rapidly slong to disapnear below the trees or herisom, OF to be
sxtinguished in same fashion at scms place in & poneral southerly
dirsction, This s 11lustrated on the following page by & very tenta~
tive sketch, See Illustretiocn Nos . . 7
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4. At the time, since my attantion was divided and absorbed among
the subjects menticned, my resction wna simply that "a light passed by,"*
and I gave no furthef thpuzht to the matter until some maments later,
when the thought cams to me that I had never seen such an object before,
and that although the first explanation would have beenc that a meteor had
fallen towsrd ocarth in that direction, it did not have the appearance of
any meteor or "shooting star”™ I hed ever sean. Thinking of the then-
prevalent talk of flylng disks, I reflected that probebly soms such
thing ss I had just seen was the source of a larpge amount of nawspaper
and radic putllcity on the subject. The next morning I jestingly
anncunced in the office that I saw a flylng ssucer the night before and
thought that it was emroute to Alexandrin, where sone of our officers
live., ! then went om to say that I suppored it was a shooting star,
but that 1t 414 lock somewhat pecullar. After we had discuseed the
general toplc for some time, I dropped the subject, not wichiog to add
to the supposed rumors, which I envisioned ss & source of serious paniec
over ths country.

S5« & description of the llght, orF objeat is almost impossible,
slne» abservaticn of it wus so linited. As showm in Iiustrstion Ko, 2,
the oblect appesred to pess in closestl proximity to me at the time it
-amo ints view, All i =v mental caleulations were based upon some
impresslon or conception of its distance at the closest poln (AC).

I had no way of judging this, except ir the form of wery crude depth-
sorcestion. If this by any chance wers Correcti, wrd instesd of e dis-
tant metoor come ob' ¢t hed passed near-by, I would assume for purposes
of dmscraintion that the distance AC on the siftch was some three quarters
of & nila, One fector which I could judze quite reliably was the anpular
elewmtion. This must huve been approrlmatsly 2 or 4 degrees; at any
rate, the lirht wae Llp%ernittontly behind the tallest troes forward of
my positl in we |t passed, and these trees nre of & normal heljht, perhiaps
sixty or slphty fest at s distencef several bleuka. Jasod upon & mild
sssumation es to distance, and & reascnable assunptlon es to angpular
elavation, the abject would be st & low altitude, consldorsbly bolow

500 fest, and of & stre approxlmsting A small airplane, say 30 feet
scratd, +he shupe may have baen round, ovsel, diseal, or Irregular; at
the speed with which it travelled, [ could only percelve 1t as & "dlob."
I 40 no% conslder the distance msutioped to be less than 3/4 mile,
pecaiiss bad {t been, [ feel sure that, lste {n the evering and wits all
my windows dpen, ! would hawe hesrd some eound, which I definitely did
mot In this case., I* might be well to point out here the relative
similarity In site, altitude and alrspeed of s firefly st & distance of
30 feet, an sirplane at about 3/4 nlls, end & moteor at several huadred
miles. WMost of us are fanlller with this Lllluslcu,



6. Although [ could not accurately ,udge the time, 1 seem to
reacall the object or llght wase vlsible for s couple of seconds.
Taking this figure literslly and applying it Lo the sketoh, No. 2,
cne could roughly compute the speed of the object et 1350 mph) however,
] 4id not senss thet It was moving with such srest speed as this. I%
rather apposrsd to move with the spesd of & jet=powered sirplane, It
41d not deviste frim s straight courss while I observed it, and did not
purceptibly lose altitude.

7. 1In color, the subjoct had the sppearsnce of & reflected whice
light, s cool, bright wtita lizht with no red in it, 1iko the moon on &
clear misht. Thers was no trala visihle to ma, in the form of fire,
smoke, or sparks. The westher at sho aszumed time and date wWes checked
through records of the Jolling Field weather office, and consleted of
scattared to broken clouds with yisivilitles of 10 - 12 miles. The cloud
condition L& furtaer lndicetlion thet the object was nmot necessarily &
matenr, since it might have beon impossible to see & meteor. I do mot
persunally remenbar the westher condltion, sxcept thut I am sure it was
not relnibfs

B. At the tims of thls occurrence, I wns not incliped to think of
it aeriously enouph to wWeke Ry wife snd lescribe it to khar, nor by any
ressoning to mage wiTlclel report, As time napsed, I thought conslderably
about the [leeting glimpse 1 had of whataver [ saw. and am still somewhat
confused, but feel Lhat it wes somd patursl phenomenon which occurs but
reraly. [ hove [lown approxi=atel y 2500 hours during the past seven
ywars and Leing generally cart 1inr with sspects of svistion san emphati-
eslly atatm Chat (a) It wae no weather balloon, (B) 1t wes not the rlash of
s uwacun on tha clowl=base, (¢ it eoild hardly huve boon an sirpiane oo
fire, since it would have st lcsst crashed in thls fenersl ares, (d) it
was pot entirely a result of lasginetlon, and (@) 1t was not spending
mack time ‘n one place,

[
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JREs Q. CoBb
Lt Colwmel, Alr Corps



| B | 2 R

UNCLASSIHED

\ T
CHECK~LIST = ‘..".""IEIE:'-.,'TiE‘IEJ FLYING OBJECTS A Seiyre ey

Dute 7 July 1947 = r Bl 5 ey | \
- o' s

Timo — 22%0-2300

Loontiop Arlington, Va. - ot e

Yame of ohscrver  Jamen A. COWd . "
Deeupction of obyirvor L Ool., AD . |
addrebs of cbsorver H/s

Flaco of obsormtion Arlingtom, Va. - 2807 N. Glebe Road.
-L'un'tr;r af ohicota 1 . ' '
Pistanco of objoet [ram obsorwor 3[4 mile :
Timo in sipht 2=1 seconds

altitude  less then 500 £t .

Spcod  that of jJet

Diroetiork af Mlight T;m BAST

surticn n/s

Snurd /s [ ; ' -
Sizc  Geall plane i '
Colar | Reflected :mu- 1ighs
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Exhuust truils JFone . ' ]

Wotithor conditions Scattorcd clouds - Visibility: 10-12 md.

Effoet en eleude  Bone i 7
drotchus or photographs 2
Lonrer of disuppesrunce hhflﬂ. treas ;

Hpsfirka v (over)




observer

of a reflected white light

the moon

window as & blob of light crossing at very high

st spprox 1350 W°H. “In color, the ob,

on & clear night.
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y 8 ocool bright white light with



