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Office Memunindum - vsitep sires GovERNMENT

TO t Director, FBI DATE: August 8, 1947
Y I
Ww : SAc, Norfolk S
k “UI’-‘E:T{ FLYING DISCS B
1

- Re Bureau Bulletin No. 42, dated July 30, 1947,
Series 1947, wherein information 1s set forth pertaining to

flying discs.

There is enclosed with this letter & newspaper
clipping from the "Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch", dated July 9, 1947.
- The photograph appearing on this clipping is alleged to represent
a flying disc which was observed by BILLY=TURRENTINE, a Norfolk
- school boy, who was successful in photographing the object with
' his small camera,
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BILLY was interviewed on August 8, 1947 by Special - :
2 Agent (A) Gy 2t vhich time BILLY informed that the

% original negative was given by him to & Mr, BROWN of the Photo é7 ‘
Craftsman Service, who In turn furnished the negative to the

International News Service., BILLY advised that he has an agree-

ment with Mr, BROWN whereby the latter will share equally in any

.' profits derived from the use of the negative by commercial firms J
or newspapers, As of August 8, 1947 BILLY has notreceived any =
- remuneration for the use of this negative.

He informed that he was sitting on the front porch
- of his apartament which is located on the third flcor at 410 West
l4th Street, Norfolk, Virginia, around noontime on July 8, 1947.
He had read numerous newspeper articles pertaining to flying discs
and decided to 2it on his front porch in the hopes of seeing one
and attempting to photograph it., On July 8, 1947 BILLY observed
a large, black object moving rapidly through spece proceeding from
: the southwest to & northeast direction. He said the black object
o was followed by two smaller objects which also proceeded in the
same direction., BILLY explained that the objects were moving &t
& very fast speed which appeared to him to be much faster than
the speed of an airplane, and further, that the objecte appeared .
to be extremely high. He sald that they were much higher than the
average plane travels in the City of Norfolk and appeared to be g ]

s . above the clouds, and that & white mist followed each of the three
objects, BILLY was unable to state what the black objects repre-
. sented, but admitted that they could have been large balloons., He
\ indicated that he has observed small, toy balloons flying through
- V S . the uir, but that definitely these were not the toy type balloons,
s o

He said that when he first observed the cbjects they mra(ne;‘l;‘_"-"lnch” -

a great distance from him that it was not necessary that'né raise’ ' / /.-,
v \ \ hie head in order to see them from his porch on the third Ileor ~<+- - =
! of the apartment building. He immediately turned around $p ohtain; ..,
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Letter to Director, FEI
Re: FLYING DISCS
August B, 1947

L

his camera and estimated it took him approximately twenty to thirty
seconds, at which time the disce were almost directly over his apart-
mgnt and it was necessary that he stoop and look up 2lmost perpen-
dicular in order to obtain the photograph, which accounts for the
porch railing being shown in the newspaper clipping, BILLY pointed
out that the day on which he took the picture, the weather was hazy
and somewhat cloudy and there was a slight breeze blowlng from the
southwest in the general direction of the northeast, which is the
same direction traveled by the black image which he photographed.

Inasmuch as the Army authorities in the Tidewater Area
of Virginia are cognizant of the above information, ne further investi-
gation will be conducted by this office in this matter,

Enclosure,

TJCilab
62-182
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‘Fl;fng Disc 'Bi;éer Than Automobile’ Photographed

y Youf

Iy GEOGE HERE:

The fying dise as lolg higger
lran an aviomohil and 15-vear-
4 Hil Turrentineg of 410 Wesl
Sourtecnth Steeel, Soesm's -under-
~tarwl why almost everybody in
Sorfolk didn'l see It

In farl, when he came lo (he
l.edger-Dispatch with a pholograph
hi had taken of the objoct, he
wanied to know why the newspa-
gers hadn't already llk!nd,rn ple-
e of 1, *1 thought vauiY pholo
sraphers were fast,” he pld a re
(HOrEeT.

the
Ledeer-Dispatel hes had many Te{glliteped, e naid, and seemed to be

iEalitor's  Watr;  Alihough
jiprts of Aying dises and gancers In
cerent days,  m ulbicr presnm e
pmried sechive the ahject which ‘Turs
ventine pligglographed.)

Mowever, 1Nl sakt he hal done

aie fudt woving himself shorily [Pt

an  Toegday, when he
wel o his feonl porche and gaw
e garge geay object, “rocking
imld spinning like & foothall” and
asming from the wopthwesl

"I had just relurpned froon Sum-
ey mehool elasscs gl Maury, he
anl, wnd with all the walk about
o omg Eavecrs,” had gone oul
« ¥, his camera Lo sea Il he could

sl

FWh

o Is Amazed Because

ferw seronds (ater didn't look any-
Lhing like saucers.” J
Fovokod Like Fooiball
The bov sluck fo his [eotball
comparison, cxplaining that the
objert was moriegy rounded, more
oval than disc-like, and that though
it wobbled in ils northeaslward
[Might It was traveling very rapldly,
iah-out 6800 milles an hour,
He guessed that the altiudd of
the thing wag about 5000 feet,

i

just below the clouds. In eolor It
“Rray,

almost  black,” and
¢ “burned crisp,” or

WHE

mavbe a rock or slone. The edges

tralling duel. Nelther It nor the
two which followed made any
o,

Bill maldd he wasn't very mur
prlsed  whien he saw  the ohject,
“Wlmost killed myself™ getlng
chole 6f it with his eamiera, sel al
I7lnn ol & mocend,

He callad his IB-yenr-olil slsier,
Josephine, to come and look, bt
apnarently she didn't believe nim,
As the “riving foolhall" passed
over, 13l eald he tnok Wirec shots
of I, hut wihen he hurrledly ogvels
apeet the film, afier lekging it o
Mney Roadl for & vial of developer,

4 anvihlng

i don't see-why they rill themn
o Baner=" he said. "The hig

il | ook & pietre of amel the Lwn |

wile ones that eame bhehind jL a the pleture reproduced here ls an

only onc ncgative came out well
enough for reprodictlon.

e ehowed a veporler a contact
print he had made himeelf, and
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NORFOLK ROY AND PHOTO OF SO0 Turrentioe, “15, (vigh
tells Ledger-Dispateh reporter George Herberet (lelt) of the “luck:
clrrmmstances whicvh enabled him o take the photograph at
right of a fiving disc. However, the boy sabil the ahject pletured Lie
louked amid woved more like & fostball, deing ronnded and aval, vaths
tham disc-like. Bill tonk this pleture from the poireh of his home
410 Weat Fourteenili Nirert briween 11 o'clork amd novn Tuesda
using an old ramera, withe the shutter sel ot 1/100h of & secomd. 1
sald the “lylng foothall" shawa here was Dollowed by two sl
aned, mll mioving ot about 000 miles an hour and he guessed they wel
about 3,000 feet high, Just belafv the clonds. The photograph reprody
ad here ln mn eplargemient muode by Pholo Crafisowen. In (he lu4
ground of young Turrentine's pletvee Ik the porch rall of hin howe,

—

enlargement made by Photo Cralls-
LEELN R ]

Phole experia ol this ‘tirm & ]
convinecd that the hay id a line .
foh with the old comera he was
uslng. Having closely examined
the negative. they sald the only
flaw was in the kind of film. which
rorhaps didn’t heing out enough
detail. Thevy polnlted out, however,
that this wasn't really a flaw, in
view of the fact that Blil's pheto- | 29
raph, with the comparisen af-
orded by the [ront porch rail aml
the trece, wak certalnly the bLest
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one Lfken since the mysterioiis
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