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Inoident 59 -- boyond Nooker lsland = 1z Septemper 1947

From the evidéence at hand, it ajpoars quite likely that

tho objeot olserved was a fireeall., Fireballs have been knovm to
. | _ : : i I
u%.lmtu ocurse mbruptly wien splitting. Uhe rezorted cnange - rod-

dish'hue from tue provious color of ingandoscent 1igat, the length

of tize in sight, and the mannér. of aisappearance all lend supsort
|

"%o this hyputhn‘uiil. At n.lnndq one oan exptot relativoly slow=

moving, nearlyshorizontal firevalls.
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Subjs- Unidentified Objopt in Flight Observed by Fan Americen Pilets.

.' - . -~ TR, :
- 1. At approximately 1000 on 13 September 1947, reporting agent received
a telephons cxll from Lt, Comdr, M. A, YOUNG, USH, Air-Ses Resoue .
Operatione |Officer attached to Commsnder Hawsiian Ses Frontier, reporting
that a Pan Amerioan plane in flight from Midway Islend to Oahu on the
provious evening had sighted an umusual object in flight mbout 0500 GOY.
Arrangements were made by reporting agent to meet Lt, Comdr, YOUNG end ~ . /-
: ‘the Fan Amorican pllots at the District Intelligence Office at 1130 that
i date, ' _ : L ‘
Lt T 2 2, With Captain R. R. Lyons, USN, Distriect Intelligence Officer, l4th.
P Raval Distriot, present, Lt., Comdr. YOUNG and Pan Ameriocan officers wére
" interviewsed by the reporting agmt. They were, rospeotivelys . Stanley 8,
. GRIFFIN, Plane Captsin, who has boen flying for Pan ioan for ten .
» " yesrs, has 7000 hotrs in the air, &nd hae flown routes over-both the
-norgh and south Atlantic snd the Paoific Ocean between the Philippines .
‘- . lnd’h{hinhnd; Edward B, POLHEMUS & Becond Officer, who has 11 years
ia'wviation, 1700 houre in the ;Lr'. Jhas been in with Pan American one
yoar on the Pacifio reoute, and four years was in the Army Air Foroe
flying B-24's-in combat flight in the south Pacific, as well as on East
Coast training duty. Both aviators impressed reporting agent se: letely
reliable, intelligent, and keen observers who were attempting to give s &
‘ : - factual explanation of an umusual phenomenon. .

3., The information as supplied by Pilot GRIFFIN, mnd concurred inm by
POLMEMUS, 1s as follows: The Pan Amerioan plane wns emstbound from
Midway on magmetio course 98y which is spproximately 110 true, flying

et 9000 feet and making 206 knots, The plane was flying on the automatio
_pilot with GRIFPIN in the right-hand soat in the odntrol oabin and
FOLHEMUS -in the left-hand seat, It wes dark and at sbout 8000 feet
thore were oumulus oloude of about .4 demsity. Both mgreed that the

sun had set about 46 minutes previcusly, ! :

o . -4+ The Pan Ameriosn plane hsd passed Neoker Island at 0536 GOT. At .
0558 GCT a white light was observed about 60 degrees off the starboard bow
of the plepe, This light, mccording to GRIFFIN, sppeared to be the light
of an approsching sirplane exoept that it wus extremely intense, /It hed
ithe oolor of an incandescent 1ight without appreecisble blus and no reddish
4 tinge. The objept mppeared to be on & oourse about 360 degrees true, ..

E + 'and when first observed was estimated to ‘h". about five miles away, The
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10gn¢ grew in siue and inbelidty, but without any uhlmgi in color, ¢4 a P
point ‘that was sstimmted to be one mile nffth-thrhﬂ.rdbq-nfth :
phu' L - - ' v -
6. ‘The pilots were sbout to switoh rrdi the sutomatio pilot te memuel ‘
‘dontrol whan the subject veersd suddenly to an approximte course of
109 degrees and then the t 1ight appeared to split into two parte
| and sssumed & reddish hue,. se two reddish lights did not have the
= m!.ty of the white 11@& and appesred to be about & wing-lemgth
" T B apart, As the object changed oourse, the extraordinary speed was .
apprecisted. Thiohjwthrmtrln-dth-hilﬂrhm;lu-udthu ; LT
twin 1ights appeared to burn out at an estimsted 30 miles shead of the '
i Pan Amsriesn plané. The entire phenomencn, both agreed, was observed
for sbout six seconds. ORIFFIN roughly ostimated that the object was
| .7 . . traveling at 1000 knots. : - I

8. Both cbservers sxpressed familiarity with meteors and tisual astronomi-
. oal phenomens apnd agreed it oould hate been a méteor exoept for the marner '
i) in whieh 1t held altitude, At no time did the object appear to get sbove el
. 10,000 feet or below 9,600 fest, When it disappeared, the objeot still N
“ oy upp-r& to have about 9,500 feet altitude, At no time did the objeot
give off sufficient i1lunination to reflect on the oloud formation mt
8,000 feet. BotK observers were questionsd at length sbout the possibdility
-5 ,jof mn optdoal illusion and the probability of the object dropping at an . y ol L'
. " oblique angle, but both firmly deolared that the objest apparemtly chanred
_ : ) oourpe and that it lpp-i-lrﬂ to "Gaﬂ altitude throughout the entire time
* . 1t was observed, - ; . Al |= ; ;

- ¢, ha’ dxfornation s pisied ty télephons to Flest Tstelligenoce 0ffioer,
. Pacific Fleet, and to o*."fw 7th Adr Foroe st Hickam Field, ¥o
[ mlutian of th- mquhlﬂ objeot.was possible by sny of these agéncies.
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CHECK=LIST = UMIDENTIFIED Eﬁﬂ’&%ﬁED ,
10 ‘Tute 12 Sepb M7, . it VT Ineidont oY '
2. Timo. Y5 mimites after sumset ° | ‘i
J.- Locotion Midway Ieland to Oskmi- - beyond Necker Ielend L
i Hame of obzervor Capt Stmla;r.ﬁr_,' Griffin & \

' ‘2d Officer Edwerd P. Polhemus

Sep, Occupution of objorwor  Pilot and 2d officer, PAA .
6. _addrose. of-cbsarvor  N/S . ' : .
7+ Placo of obsormtion  Beyond Necker Island (23° 34' N 164° 15'/11\ A .

i g
B. . Bynbor of objrots, 1
' R

O« Distande of objoot ..l."r'-'!T abs:rv::r 1l mile

0. Timo in §ight  Six seconds 3y ,
11, “altitudo, 9,500 to 10,000 ft 1 . i
12,  Speod | 1360 MPH' (1000 imota) ' ; 1

1%, Diroetion of firht 333“ then ].ng

'he Tuctics  Abruptly changéd course but dbserved horizontal flight

’ . holding sltitude. |
15 ¢ Soua WS i) s
- ] . i :

¥, Size H:.JS ) : W L :

17.°  color N/8 (See below - exhimetd X3 S .
| e LT

. 1B,- ~ Shapo 5!5 : . on’s 2 .pﬁ“.'f‘i"-“ ET ,
15, Cdor dotoetod Hfs mIT_“T;L].:. worn

20, ' “ipparont construction, Hfs
21, Exhoust trails N/S = light the color of an incandescent light

without aupreciable blue & no reddish tinge
22,  Vicathor eend itiors dark "= ‘4-5 mimites after sunset

25. . Effvot on clouds No effect on clouds
24s" * 8kotohes or photogruphs  Nome -

25. lemper of disappoersnos JAppeared %o J.].rn out 30 miles abesd of PA plade
R A ET

26,  Romerks; - . (over)
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Pléne had just. passed Necker Islandsat 0535 GOT, At 055¢ GOT en {ntense white
light was obeerved 60° off starboard bow of plane. It sppeired similar to i R 1
' the light of an.approaching plane except that it was extreémely intense. The -
color uag that ®f an incandescent light without appreciable.blue and no reddish -
.. tinge, It appeared on a course about I50° true some 5 miles awsy. fgat v
. in 1ntann%tjr (but without any changé in color) to'a point estimated to be,
mile off starboard bow of the plane. When the PA plane switched over to .
| control the object middenly veered.to an épproximate course of 109°
and then the bright light eppeared to eplit- into two parts and assumed a reddish
] me, Theee two reddish lights did nbt have the intensity of ‘the wnite 1i ;
+ . &nd sppeared about a wing-length spart. As it changed its coursge the extrsordinary
speed was noted. It far outraced Pan Americaniplene ard the twin lights

d to burn sut 30 miles aheed. The entire phenomenon wesg obeerved for some
six seconds. Object was estizated to be traveling 1,000 knots per hour.

e TOw g, R

WTE: Both observers ‘thought it could have been a meteor except for the mamner ¢ .-,
- " "in which it held sltitude. At no time did it eppear to get-sbove or |
below 9,500 ft,' When it disscpeared it etill seemed at about §,500 ft.

at no time did it %n gf; pufficient illumination to reflect on the "
ormaticn at B, aite e g

Bl AT

Both observers were questioned as to possibility of optical illusion
and the prgbability that the object dropped at anioblique angle but
both firmly declared the object apparently chenged course that
-4t appeared _t-u-ia;ld gltitude throughout the entire time ob ed,

PAA plane wed eaetbound from Midway on magnetic course 98, which is
mﬂ.ﬂtm 1.10’ tlru" m flﬁi.ﬂs _l.tyﬁ.m feet at ﬁ-mt 205 -'ﬂ'l-l.'.lt-h I’
It {wes flying on emtomatic pilpt with Griffin in, the right-hand sest ;
in the control ecsbip and Polhemis in the left-hand seat. It wos dark

and there were cumlus clouds of about .4 deneity. " The sun had eet 45
minutes previocusly. :

mrrrac | U H

OmHMTHW0

L




P T —

. Dr HYNEK'S EVALUATIONSMEXTRACTED FROM PROVECT GRUDGE REPORT. -~ ..
p = ] ' \ ‘ | : .

£ S lnﬁ-lstrﬁnpulaﬁli with no -:p}lnlt;un ovident _

Ll

) Mr&nnninll-

h

2. Mon-astrononioal but suggestive of nthur_upllmﬂodl'

- ol -—T—lga, 131, 138, 141 lla, 155 166,

b.

INCILEuT “INUEA

. Edph probabilitys. Bt
y26, 27, 30, 51, 32, 33, 34, 48, w, ®, 60, m. 69, 70, 94,
95, 96, 91. ua, 1u1. 102, 103, 104, 116, 119, 132, m;,, 140,
147, 148, 158, 174, 104, 185, 187,"197, 20, 204, 206, 21,
21¢, 238,

hir or ]'.o'lr prabnh‘llty; ; :
gle, 20, 23, 24, 28, 3b, 35,.46, kO, €3, 67, 8G, 62, 93 1c0,
112, 120, 121. 129, 130, 146 183, 164, lﬁu. 167, lTb 192,
202 205, ZZD, 230, 240,

. > . : T {

"Balloons or ordirary llrﬂfiltt ' ;
 #s, 11, 22, 41, 42, 53, %4, 73, 61, B3, 91, 92, 113, 114, 115,
187, 159, 160, 161, 163,

190, 194, 195, 196, 193,

237; 239.

-169,°171, 173, 178, 180, 182, ‘188,
200, ;m, 209, Elu, 21?, 222, -255,

LN

kookets, flares or falling bedies:

' #4, 6, 6, 7, 8, 9, 12, 13, 4, 15, 16, 25, 56, ss, 78, 106, 107,

(-1

-

s

b

108, 109, 133, 170, 211, 218,

¥isoellaneous (reflections, suroral lt}-lnﬂi-. blrdl, eto. )1

., '#89, B9, 123, 124, 128, 146, 164, 181, 189, 214, 2[21. 231, 234,

Lack of evidence precludes explanation:

#38, 44, 45, 47, 5b, 57, 72, 86, 81, €8, 90, 99, 110, 117,.118,

1286, 1’ 137, 159, 149, 15ﬂ 177, 178, 191, 205 214:. Zlﬁ. .

229, 232, 233. ' | i .
|

I-rld-nr.n offered suggests no explanationtr

fl.F 10, 17, 21, 25, 37, 40, 51, 62, 68, 61, €2, n. 45 n,

76, 716, T7, 79, B'I, 'lﬂ!:, 111, 122, 135 161, 152, 154, 1#2

168, 172, 176, 183, 186, 193, 207, 218, 223, 224, 225, 226,"

227, 236, 241, 242, 243, 244, 134. k

r,' -
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