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FROM: COMWG 315
CITE: I 281 F .
Ta: 5TH AF
INFO: COMFEAF

Additional information on preliminary report which was telephoned your

Hq. at 1420/T 16 Sept. Following is final report from 610 ACH Sqdn, Site 1,
33 deg 41 min nmorth 130 deg 18 nin east., "1, On 16 Sept 1947 at approximately
1230 a plot was picked up by Pfc Dwight L. Price on low beam at 98 miles 40
deg from Site No, 1, Cames control. The plot was lst recorded at 40 deg 89
miles and was carried by Pfc Price to 69 miles 40 deg from Cames control where
Sgt Robert D, Peterson tracked the target. Sgt Peterson tracked the target
until it faded 45 deg 19 miles from Pamel control. 2. Lt W. J. Cragg was
controlling and Pfe David C. Fllocum was plotting. The target passed 13 miles
off the port wing of Northwest 841 and was travelling at an estimated air
speed of 840 to 900 miles per hour. This air speed is calculated from the
scope with the target moving approximately 7 to 8 miles per sweep and the
antenne on 2 RFM, 3, FPick up and subsequent fade of target would indicate
that the target was flying between 10 to 20,000 feet, with the weather re-
ported as Savannah 2," Lt. Cragg is of superior ability as a controller with
16 months experience, both Peterson and Price are good scope readers of
average of better intelligence. Interrogation developed that 4 to 6 identified
aircraft were in the scope coincident with the unidentified target. The planes
were plotted at normal speeds verifying the acecuracy of the scope and radar
mechanism at that time, Northwest Airlines plane number 841 was closest to
the unidentified target. This plane went on to Kimpo then took off for Haneda.
Because time element would not allow Capt. Osburn, lntelligence Officer Haneda
AAB, to reach Field in time to question NW crew, Lt. Belasic, airdrome officer
was requested at 2030/I by telephone to make interrogation tonight, he was
further asked to make report through Haneda S-2 action FEAF information 5th
AF end 314 COMWG. Crews of all other acft that were within 100 miles of site
number 1 are being questioned., Track of unidentified target is roughly
parallel to and 18 deg from unidentified target.reported by the same radar
site in radio from this Hg., B 907 F to 5th AF. Current sighting was inbound,
previcus sighting was outbound. Final report will follow when investigation

is complete. End.
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SECRET

Report by A-3 Defense Seetion
Hq., Far Fast Air Forces, AP0 925

1 Cctober 1947

DATE: 16 September 1947
TIME: 1235 Item (Initial Flot)
Crew on Duty: Lt, Cragg and Lt, White - Controlling, one Sgt,

(relatively experienced) rlotting, and two Pfe
(inexperienced) on the Prl's.

Equipments Search Rader (see note), DF, IFF, and Radic
functioning normelly. Height Radar inoperative.

Note: One PPl, usuelly used on High Beam Search,
was down for repair and consequently unmenned.,

DIARY:

A crew change had occurred at 1200 and both controllers were engsaged
in checking communications channels for Proper operation, at the time of
the target track,

Initial indication appesred st 98 miles, 045° azimuth. It painted
dimly, leaving doubt in the operators mind as to whether it was spurious
response or a target,

First plot was laid following its next appearance at £9 miles, 045¢
agimuth and three plots followed with agzimuth constant and range decreasing
uniformly per sweep to approximately 70 miles at which renge it left the
Long Range PF1, :

Note: The scopes are operated with delayed trace functions ag indicated
in diggram: - ;
,:f 4

Yo
"

) mi 160 rnii

Shert Renge DFI ‘ Long Renge FTI
The Short Range operator picked up the track at 69 miles, and five

‘ plots were laid in to & 19 mile range with bearing changing gradually to

040°, the last plot appearing dimly, as it entered the clutter area of the
Low Beam,

As the S.0.P. discourages the practice of altering the sweep range, or
antenns coversge, né track was obtained within this range, and no targets
seent beyond the clutter on a reciprocal or an angular bearing, with regard
to original track. That is to say, the target approached the station area,
but was not detected leaving it.,
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Such a situation might be caused by & target leaving "on the deck",
heing obscured by permenent echoes, or mere failure of detecticn by inex-
perienced operstors. :

Assuming a course without change, the target would have appeared in the
tracking area of E.¥, site #6 which was operating gt the time. No plots were
recorded by this station. No visual check was aettempted during the time the
target may have been close to the station.

A mipimum of four cross-country and six loecal flights were airborne in
the area during the track. The uniformity of the plots practically precludes
the possibility that a series of separate plots on these sireraft or a Ccom=
bination of these with F.E., cloud return, or surface vessel would be plotted
as an individual target.

The crew was undermenned to an extent which prevented a check for IFF.
This also made it impossible to log plots so that the above information as to
renge, azimuth, and time, is based on memery of events, by those involved.
The height finding Radar was inoperative, consequently no altitude was indicated.
Since the antenna rotation speed was 2 RPM the 70 mile total track was plotted
in 9 sweeps of the antenna, sssuming them to face on consecutive rotation, which
was the case to the best of operators recollection. This would give a ground
speed of about 925 NPH,

The computation of the Squadron Operations Officer, Capt ¥ynn, was closer
to 800 MPH, on the basis of questioning, shortly after the target was reported.
The difference lies in the fact that the operator is uncertain ss to whetker the
plots were on consecutive sweeps. In the absence of recorded plots, range and
time consumed cannot be accurately determined.

The latier figure suggests s Jet-type ailrcraft and operations of our owm
planes of that type, on that date, should be checked. It should be noted that
the range of initial pickup is in excess of that reported, to date, in operations
‘with CFS-1 rader and P-8C aircraft. Such operations, however, are limited in
number and should not be viewed as standard performances. Changes in target
aspect, equipment performance, operator capability, or propagation factors Bay
account for the seemingly greater threshold.

The doubtful reliability of the tracking information as to time elapsed,
should be emphasized, as well as the extreme improbability of electronic
melfunction of the set. ?
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Phileco Technical Representative
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COory

HEADQUARTERS
FIFTH AIR FORCE
APO 710 Fl-sb
350,09 ' ) 19 Sep 1947

SUBJECT: Report of Fighter Aircraft on 16 Sep

TO ¢ Commanding Genersl
Far Fast Air Forces
APQ 925
ATTENTION: A=2

The following megsages are forwarded for your information:

a.. From the 314th Wing - "Report of fighter aireraft of 314th
CW at 1315/I 16 Sep current is as follows: 30 P-51 Johnson AAB local
transition and gunnery training. 4 P-80 Yokots AAB on photographic
mission in flood ares around Koganor Johnson. Field, 9 P-51 Tachikawa
AAB local transition and gunnery training, 4 P-51 Johnson AAE on
round robin to Ashiya, time of take-off 1024/I, time of landing 1306/1
at Johnson. 1 F-15 cleared Johnson AAR for Kimpo, time of takeoff
0945/I, time of landing 1525 at Kimpo. 1 F-15 on round robin to
Fukuoksa area, time of takeoff 1203, time of landing 1620/I P4 Eng"

b. From the 315th Wing - "Interrogation of crews of airecraft
proximate to unidentified target reported in our radio Cite 1 381 F
are negative. This radio is fingl report CFO investigation by this
Hq is completed P4 End"

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL;:
/s/ John T. Allen
| /t/ JCHW T. ALLEN

Ceptain, Air Corps
Asst Ad) Gen
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SECRET
HEADQUARTERS
FAR EAST AIR FORCES
APQO 925

BATRACT gi‘::P‘I
SUBJECT:  Report on Radar Target Indicating Supersonic Speed.
CORUENT KO, 1 T0: pw2 PRy &/D-3 DATE 16 Oct 47

« * #

There is no indication that target signal strength appeared other than
mraal. Last Flot report as sdimr, This may be dus to actua) diminishing
signsl, dsparturs from angle of maximun rediation area, phasing, or change in
8cope gontrast because of proximity to elutter region in center of scope.
CPS-1 aignals normally change from strong to medius or wsak in all tracking
dreas. No flare-up reported at any range.

30, indlcation present. which would lesd 1o beltef that target disinte-
grated at point of lagt plot.

It is possible that target would leave low beam radiation area at range
recorded. absence of altitude information makes it impossible to estinate
point at whieh this would ocour,

There is no conclusive svidonce that target faded, Slmply, there was no
Scope covering range less than that recorded for last plot. With trage from
#6ro range, or utilising bigh besn radlation, target posalbly aould have been
tracked within 20 alles of YW gite,

It is well known that under certain radiating conditions false radar
indiostes may be received, Experisnce during hostilities has indicated the
sxistance of false targets which, owlng to the nature of the transuisaion
yaths, close on or depart from the reseiving equipment at speeds greatly in
xcens of Lhose indicated by the true targets. Tha #lnilarity between this
track and a track in the SAR@ ared previsualy re orted tends to confirm the
probability that they are radiation phenomena rather than ac¢busl targetas,

It is possible that the sxplanation of sugh targets lles in the flald of
radistion phenomena, with particular regard to dual reflection transsisaion

Vo it i G Y A
g R /t,/ THATCHER
{] | 5

503




