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Washington 25, D,C,

6 Jan 1948
MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, OPERATIONS, DEPARTMENT or
THE AIR FCRCE

ATTN: Director of Intelligonco'
SUBJECT: Flanning for Defense of Vital Installations

1, Reference is made to attached letter from leadquarters, Army
Ground Forces, subject as above, dated 29 December 197,

2. Request is made that the desired air intelligence and avalua-
tion of the assumptions in subjest letter be forwarded to this office

for transmittal to Army Ground Forces at an early date,

FOR THE DIRECTCR OF I NTELLIGENCE:

1 Incl: , s/Bruce W, Didwell
Ltr fr Hq AQGB to Dir/Int, t/BRUCE W. BIDWELL
CSaID, 8ubj as above, . © Colonel, GSC
29 Dec h?, w/3 Append, : Agsistant Executive
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Planning for Defense of Vital Invtallations

1, The Direotor of Intelligence, O5UCA, forwarded e 00/3, Operations, & letter from
Hy, AUF, Fort Venired, virgluda, requesting {nforuation 4é to tha numier ahd LiTe af tovist
siroraft which ray be capalle of rosching our AKG installations and the slort tise avail-
able to tha Or.und Forcus by virtua of existing and future carly warning systems} and to
evaluate basic apoumptlions rade by the Hq, AOF, thats (a) the U.S.S.K. can oconstruct in
extrems northeastern Siberia or \rmansk area 8 baae from which LO# of the longrange
aircreft available at any given time can .be launched) (b) that on missions involving
flighta of less than 300 miles over Canadian-held or U.H. territery only 0% of total air-
oraft available can arrivs ovar the targoet areaj (o) that on misklons {nvolving flights of
over 300 miles over Canadian or U.S. territory only L% can arriva owvor the target arowj end
(d) that the covieb's plan for D=29 type alroraft construation will {nclude 25% transporte.

2, It was cstimsted that tho USSR had a foroce of 1600 opurational tonbers, 1CQ of
which oculd be 129 typs, as of 1 Jan 19L8, and that all alroraft which could bo launched
could reach the tarpgot arcas except aborted airoraft and operat.ioml losses due to part
failures, navigation diffigulties, and weathor. It was further stoted that thore is a8t
presont no aircraft early warning systom but that a systom is planned to Lo in operation

by 1953.

3. In rogard to the assumplionas (a) the USSR 18 capable of constructing bases for
L0 of thoir aveilable sirorafl in northesstorn Siboerie ond Murmensk area uut this L8 not
likely in view of tholr capability for rapidly staging aircyaft through a few bases on
one-way tripsj (b) no information is available to gubstantiate the assumption of only L2
of Soviet siromaft reaching targets over 300 riles within U.S. or Canadian territoryj (a)
or that only 0% will reach targets less than 300 riles ovor U.S. or Caradian territory.

A more accurate figure would ba 60 to 70% of aircraft launched apainst instollations in
the U.S.{o(d) the asrumption that the USSR will devots 254 of its four englne airoraft pro
dugtion transport alroraft is believed to be & reagonable assumption.
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