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A. ORIGIN:

h:; nﬁlummﬁn;: mtmuu:: m NaJ w Cabell, -Director
of latelligence, . B prossadad atign report concerning
the sighting of an unidentified serisl object in the iluing&d Hontgomery,
Ala, occurring 2l July 191!_5 between the hours of 0140 and

EST.
B, ACTION INITIATED

: 1. Om 25 July 1948, Ngjor i, A, Llewellym, FrojJeet "SIGN" Officer,

© Mr. A Deyarwond, Tecanical¥Assiztant to Col Clingerman, Mr. A, C, Loedding,

Asslstont Deruty for Tecimical Analysis Mvision, end Capt R. J. Gro

security Officer, proceded to Atlanta, Osorgla where they Lntervl t

C. 5. les snd Wr. Johm B, Whitted, ZAL pilots, snd obtained their

statements a8 to the anoshly observed. Copes of these statesents tognther

' with drawings executed by Chlles and Woltted are appended ms Exhibit "A®,
On 31 July 194 & sonally interviewed Hr. €. C. MeKsly the

iy

sole hours of OO and 0245 257, as to what
Fe caw %EE- & passengor aboard the [C=1 piloted-by Chiles and Whitted, Mis
stotoment is attached ‘ms Dyhibit "B, : e |

. 2. Following the above imterrog.tions, roquéits wre disscmidated”
to fig, U.AT, Ravel ond commerciel airlines by priority teletypes 2 Aug 19u8

request data on : the genersl vicinity of Alabama,
nwldn.lnﬁlldudppm' lina, Tennessee and Sorth Carolina,
Charts of those airoraft movements are submitted ne Exnibit "CY, '

. 3¢ ln cempliance \dth-l'q ANC letter dated 6 July 194, the Sixth Office
of Jpecisl Investigations (I0) District undertook an investigation per
to m serial phenomens reportedly seen by virlous people within the Gth 051
JArptrict. A comilete Tt of thie verious sightings, pages.1-16 is sppended
bereto as Exiibit "DY, ther rejorts and statesents as fo relisbility are
also appended. ' y

4,  After statemonts were reoeived, o complete unalysis ug to
the date and time,! geographical loesticn, and degcription af the fbject :
. was gharted. The comple assembled date, 1. e., statemdnts witneases,
reliabllity statements, alirline schedules and the oollated data chart
were forvarded to the various technicel agencles to effect an evaludtion and
interpretation of the techoologlesl fmtn:ﬁ involved, .

€. PACTUAL DATA

1. The collated data chart (Exhibit "A") was drawn up to «ffect &
trend or pattern in regard to the reported signtingr. i

a. From this obart it 1s evident thut three or possibly four
separate incidents were involwed: , '

“Stoiihe, "f-;:f-a;tﬂﬁﬁ '
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(1) hat pertad . to ti Massay, Chiles,
(;q hitted ﬁmhl:m e ;
(2) That of Te NHansfield and Kingaley

(jw of Atery, Rufsell, Reewith, Skimner snd Provesn

UF} That of Gall, :
Mr:. Henfrow

y Ur & Mrs, Sebring, Mra, AL1) snd
: :
b. 7o exclude irrelevent fastore in & systesatic sanser, the

informe tion prosented in Exiibit "A" ia prosented in the order of oceurrence
mmd eignificrnoe, g -
- I

(1) Incident é1

Object was sighted 2K July 1948 betwsen 0140 and
s 0150 .1 tmth-gzbu_nd__qt Aobins Alr Foroce Base,
Reoon, Qeargla; - Tl

. 'k Objoct, wus agaln sighted from an altitude of 5,000
OB b 7 foet by Calles & Wnltted while flying & C-3 some
A ! X miles south of Montgomery, Alabama. The tite
b e of the sighting was 2W July 19U at aprroximately

2 --H T i

Both the Massey sighting and’ that of Cidles &
Writted describe the object as "eigar” or "aylinderical
in shipe. (Mckelvie perceived only the glow emitted by

All observers agree thatthe object waus traveling in &
goderal southerly he.ding and that it wes tralled by
s flame varying in color and thit 4t bahaved like

' a normal craft insofur as dl-ppn.-.rh" from the line
of sight was coacerned, - 7
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Tt It s 8 -xnown fest toat atmspheric conditions
mich =% viry ng degrees of tumfdity and inei-
dence of Ligbt refrection of ten inflence the
color of the lignt observed. This would serve
to explain wiy sany observers conflio t

| in their descriptions as to color of light
displayed by the objeot or its trall.

Four witneases to tuls sigoting aré involved; three |

are trained observurs. ln no instance were there any

indicatinms of subtversive or ulterior influsnces
involved. % Vel

I~

- Doth the Massey account snd that of Cnilee, Witled
and Mokelvie were officially made within a period of
“lme that would precluds any chance of impressions
being galoed from redio or newspsper reports,
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—— 1ight Mm-uunft{

Object ¥#2 was observed By Feldvory, Mamsfield

kpd Kingaley at 0230 hours 24 July 1948, while .
bbroe, botween Slrcketone, Virginia, and Oreens-

03 North Carolina. This wighting is considered .
parately. since the descristions of epeed as "meteoric?
"terrific", the manner of travel“dascribed as sn

: horizontal, snd the foct that &t "faded 1ike

or® seea to indicate tnat tie object seen wae

one observed in Ingident 1,

.

" By

Thie object was observed between 2100 and 2%0 houre

20th July 1 at Cnasblee, and Augusta, Oeorgls,

Uy observers| Avery, Ru-sell, Bell, Battle, Atkinson,
%, ~kioner, Frovesu end Gall, Thie object was mot
it 1o bo a metsor in that 4t meneuvered. The

~.glow wae described ss varied“in color but praedominently -,

brillisat blue-white. The couree was described ag
geterally "southern®. Altuough the dates soem to -

“indicate that this ting could mot be the same as
. that described in £ 1, pt‘_lh.ﬂ,hr;:orﬂun

of
tale Restimony refers to a "blue white light”,
servitions iu the first instance deseribe a "blue glow"
running the entire lengtn of the f age. ‘Wnen viewed
from the ground it is logical to as that the blue
glow would be mostly visidle. :

“ROTE:  1a ‘tuls. conneotion, ir.. Josef Allen Hynek, asteo-

phyeicist, OWT, wo is presently to serve as-
comsultant on tiis project, has advised that it
is posaible for .a celestial body to appesr to
travel in a straight lioe and slant downwards,
(It 1s extremely improbable, although

possible, for some objects to achieve an effect
of 1ift torough the forces generated during their
flight through the atmosphere). It 1s his further
oplnion that it ic impossible for any celestial
body to mansuver violently and meke sherp turns,
It 1s extremely unlikely for heavealy bodies to

appe.r to move slowly when pass the | g
, lower layers of the atmosphere, byt, groater |

distonces, it is ossible to obse far-dietant
todies for extended periodes of time, Objective
'size 1o contingent upon (1) & stance of the heaven-
1y body from the earth and (2) its wasé. The :
sapner of disspoecrance of a meteor 4s like Il

] .
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(4) Incident ¥ |

Object #li wae observed by Shiw, Mr & Mrs. Sebring,
Mrh Hill, Mres Renfros and Mr. Illliti- between the
hours of 2045 tor 2050, 26 July 1948, ot Chssblee,
Jeorgle end Aogueta, Osorgia. Description of this, .
object spems to Indicate that it wes & meteor, PFi
| of the obuervers sald that the object was "foot

shaped”; that it spresared to Le & green light with

= a 9ilyery tall and that it obuerved lavel flight, The
lest observer stuted that the speed was ®10,000 to 20,000
mph* and that "it appesred to be 1/U the rize of a full
moon™, apd that "it was a multi-colored, brilliant light
trailing burning fragments.” The terrific speed together
with the description of & multl-colorad 1light trofling
burning freguents seens to establiel thle object as &
me tadr,

s OO RN T & . s : :

1. The only incident waich possesses absolute intelligerice signifi-
cance is incident #1. It ie obvious that this object was mot & meteor, Thers

hes been no evidence to support any findinge of unrelisbility, nor heve there'
boen any or inaccuracies cn the psrt of the witnesses,

.2 Wpither roports Hu:ﬁ!hh wresd of wisibility as steted in the
observers' revorts.

J« Avallable information from Ordoance, Amy, Havy and AF Weather
Burems, Hesecreh Organieations, and otuer, folled to reveal any evidence
- of testing devices to wnleh thie Incident could be attributed.

[ w Y L ! '

U. Agparently it is not of domestic origin since & thorough check of
225 flight schedules, both comsercial and governmental, revesled that in anly
one instance did the reported flight patis cross. (See chart inclosed as |
Bxhibit "1". ‘Thie single exceptlon wus the flight a northwesterly directios
of a C-U] enroute Robins AF Buse to Olmsyed Ficldy fa. 1ts time.of departure
would have enabled it to have pasred thmugh toe approximate aress on the 24
Jal; 1948 where the sightingw were reported. dowever, the factors of spesd
direction of flight, manedver:, mnfiﬁu.-utmnl. lights and other fuctore rule
out this one possibility. e ;

L8 fbjwu similar in mnﬁp&nti:n have boen rr,:ui'hd as follows!
dAocket-like objJects cepable of Lmuense speed were seen &

e :
47 durlng the past susmer in broad daylight 'in Denmark, Norway
+ pnd Swedsn, el :

|
A wingless aircraft wes observed moving st high speed

b.
: ',  ut Obrechstreet, Afnheim, The Hague, Holland, obJject
., s seen intermittently through clouds and was ted
to have two iz _
: W dot g
L] i WV
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Flying Fuselages [Torpedo or Oigar-ghaped Body)

6 ‘Ra While the cigar or torpedo shaped body rupr;an'ﬂta .an of'= LT
fioient, form for tho fuselage  of an sirplane or the body of 4 gulded missile,
in neither ems~ has it beon used as a primary 1ift producing sur(ece.

Howewer, an exzepsien of the Preftl theory of 1ift indicetes that s Puge-

lage of the dirensions repart.d by the Easters Airlines pilots Wited and = .

Chilsm in the Montgomery, Alabema, incident could support s gross welzht. -
. of approximately 12,000 pounds af er arbitrarily ohosen stalling speed

of 150 miles .per hour, conservatively estimated. The Prafit) theory

probably gives very conserwative values of maximum 1ift for bodies of this

shapee If a 1ift coefl iociens twioe as great where usod (such a8 value has

reen glven by a Gorman solentist from Mory of his wind tunnel resesrches

in'Germany), a gross weight of 2,000 pounds’could be suvported at the

assumed stalling speed.

1

ba Although the eraft sighted by Whited snd Cniles was reported
to be without wings or fins, 4% 'is possible it could hare been equipped
with extensible wings (pr take-off and landing, contained within the fuse-
lages In suck u case ‘a wing span of nearly 90 feet would be possible,
If an aspect ratie of 5 were used (15 ft. mean aerodynamio chord), anmd if
the wing deaign incerporated slows and flaps, the wing eould suspert 115,000
pounds at a s:dlling specd of 150 mph. It is possible that the fuselage
eould slso sontmibute lift with shis arrangement, depending upon the ine
oidence of the Wings This type of airoraft eould slsc be partially sup-
| ported in the take-off and lmd{ng condition by the wertioal component
of the jet thrust, if the landing and| take-off took place with the fuse-
lage axis, or the jet stream direotion in e vertioal or mearly vertioal
aftitude, The further possibility that an extensible rotor, concsaled
within the fuselage, oduld have boon used, would provide another methed
for landing and take=off' that would allow winiless flight at vory high
apeed, Such a deelizn could regult in a rq;ntituu large duration of

' flight and cérresponding range. .
: o While no stabilizing fine were npﬂu‘ant on the "flying

Pusolage" reported by Whited ana Chilep, it is possible that vanes withe

in tha jet, operated by a gyrTo=sorvo IE-':ni oould have provided statis {
ntablility, longitulinally, dircoticmally and laterallys Tho seme vaoes

oopld also have been used for acogpmplishing stetic balanoe or trim, as
well as ocontrol for manuvering. A square talled holdy of the type re-
ported with the ocentar of grnriﬁi suffioiently far [forward oan devalop,
arproximstely, a noutral stability and the possibility exists that def=-
inlte statlic stability oould be producec by a judiolous use of {low-
control slots looated somewhsre along tha fusslagse

de The above estimates regerding weight, controllability,
stability, eto, ape not ipitended tp represent deductions regarding the
exaot mabture of the torpedo or ciger=shaped aireraft which were sighted
by the airline pilots, Whited and Chiles, and othera, they are mersly
statements of .possibllities, which are latdnded %o show that such an
aireraft oould support and gomntrol itsell by asrodynamic means. The
propulsive. systen of this type of wvehicle would appear to he a jet or }
rocket engine. The spsoific fuel consumption of engines of this type J
would be rather high. This, ooupled with the faot that serodynamip 1ift

[[meza
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on such a-bddy would he acoompanied by high drag, p'hr:r'l s serious limi~
tazion on the range of the airoraft for amy partioculsr ;Toss welght.

"Ir this type of unidentified aerial cbject has extremaly lon; range, it
ie probable thet the method of prupu]atm iz one which is fer in nd‘nnu
of presently h.nnm urnq;:twl-

1
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- * {#) 'The feregoing discussicn 1a predicaced vfon the
asmmption that power sources preseptly avail=
able wotld hpve to be upeds If an asgeic.energy
powersd angih. were avallalle, a smbll mass {low'

* at:a large velocity would svcomplish the rdguired
iift and propulsive Forces and che large energy °
sxpsnditure would be ‘o’ small importancs.

(b) Hewever, the heat erchange requirements for t}rq,?'
atomic powered ongine appesar o demafid physical
‘ " dimonsions of inordinate size.that presently
would preclude the wse of this powsrplant for
. airoradts Experisental work in progress to com=
- vert the energy of the stemie pile dirsecly te
A electirieity, rather than heat, offor the promise
y of a more compact atomio powsrplant,,

BN et A | e
Cnnﬂunllonn 1. The tlying nnmily obeerved, remains uridentified \\
L1 to prf;.‘m, gonstrucktion and power siurce. A . e
2+ A definite trend of flight headings has evolved as |
| gnnornily south in besring. . i If
3« Supporting evidence from separate relisble sourcss ."J
establish existence of u-.l.u canﬂ?’u:rntlen. : )-*

: \-/ - . Yotert B UneTder

—t | ‘Capt, USAP
! i Frojeot Officer .




