Inoident No. 176 <~ 23 Sopt. 1948, 1200 Hours, San Pablo, Calif.
'On & TIT Raey day, Ewo mon saw a lsrge tranalucent object over a mile
. overhead. It was tho site of a four-ongine bomber, buffe-gray in.eolor,
and appeared to be made of canwas, According to the first obsarver,
the centor portion was spherical and undulated, having appendages fore
and aft, 1like an anceda, The second odsorver said ths objeot looked
1ike a "vogetable orate™ covered with translucent materisl, The in- .
vostigator states ono observer's desoription was in direct contradio-
€lon to the other.’ One observer was far-sighted but wore no glasses,

-the other was over seventy, reeded glasses to read but wore none at
tine of sighting.

% y ; d :
AMD Opinion; The only fact that might be acoepted is that an obe
Joot was coon. Swo cboorvors, side by sido, oould not agroo on its
apporarahooe. Tho evidenco is ucoloss. A balloon or .eluster of balloons,

an airoraft, or a oloud could have been the stimulus.
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Incident 176, B =< Snsiro's aanch, valiforaia == 23 Soptenvor 1:43

- ?‘m Lro oLsorvors #.‘If tile 1r‘.uld¢:nt .%o, In sovoral -
rsm‘.qcl;:., '_d:r:d't.l:; osontradistory ilt.ntnmnu: ¢irfuse ob joct _vir_:._-.é_é._'
l!-ffh.;'.'-: to.'.-"f.q_-n-'I a".;ju.}'.._, r.r.r_t.nr};,: 1isa _u:lbf ﬂ{.'jltt. il i) nml-':.!--.
asTarly, Mle They u pren 03 spoad (VOT, !'u.: !_.:l. ' '
Tt douvs nok a.unn 151toly It;.!JnL ko $n:idant eun bo nz_;.la'i-w{'.'_’
u‘-*.ronn:-x'_;a. lye Tho only ;-oulb‘in- astronosicul hypotiosis weuld Lo :
Lat-”o‘.;u-'rv-:d “us the s-oxowass fro: an ex;lydol fire=

t:at the ob

bull, whieh wo.ld Frobual ' !'.1:.':-: an n...ao.u-llke sta;9, ajroadng with
o
the doserijtion of oo witnens. ot aoon & d"!tﬂﬂl‘ o.l.\-ur..-bound fron

tho ;;u,q;‘.nr.{ of the zun 837.14 a2, rousa tha olirth Em:d-nn.-o:;_ﬂma. m:d
a0t 1o6avo uny 1-:1' tradls |
¢ I

..mlwar. in viow of tho cr:nrl. ietin; dosorigsions, vory
1ittle wel gt cud bu . iven to tie wholo f.cidout. sorhups tlw ob='
sorvers tm‘u looslas at difforant Lal -s. Ilmr‘; vas ﬁp:t-nnqndr

v
Hml:ud uirlimu vluno In tho 1intnit_,- at. l..i‘*rb!iﬂtﬁl.f thas ti~e;

- ond obLsorver .u; have sron tial. 1w uoncn,;t ion of ene gbsarver

QS 1
g4;,:00ts a Lox "'te, g2 48 thoso onoe used by .w«.mthqr obssrvorc. |
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IEADQUARTERS - '

AIR WEATIEN SLAVICE ' =
! Alr Jorce Jase
l‘_n. P. €.
™ Reply >
Refor Tos AFS DSS 11 ray 949

i 4 \
sUBMECT,| Untdertified Flying Obisots

TO t Commnding Uenersl
Alr =tiriel Cocmnd
rli dtaSuttarsos Alr Voree mse
ayter, Chie
ARy MCLARD-3

L]
ls Aeforvice ls omde to letter fro-. your Sadysarters, CIALS,
datad 9 Lareh 15L), subject “".nldentifled Flyin: 00 Jea%s,” ara firet
indorsenert thereto by this headquar te ted 31 Mareh 1)9.
| i "

2, The inoident suncaries 173 t reugh 233 & 1'
arsinst Ine wohther=balloon ssoents mude by *he Air Foree, Navy

" and Seather Bureau, Coczents based on this revies are inclosed.,

3. It 18 recosmnded that the "luide To Inwestigation Of Uni-
dentifisd serial Chjects® e chazced as followsy Jtes 13, "Direstion
of Flieht of Chject,” shocld bo slirifiod so that vertical and horie
sontal @0t jome are dlstinguished 17 possidle, and 30 thet sotiom 1o
specified as the direction towards which the object apiears to nove.
"Relative to Radar Jottings® should irolude a statewent ¢ the type of
. radar set used. 1

POk THE CRILF, ATR SRaT/Es § v

Jo/ W. i, sest
' -l.l . 5 . .rl ‘- m
1 = Ireldent o . I'..:- “l.'a:” lv,
3-“7.“173!&_123} Jutant ara p



o . Sarvy rawirsonds and Beather Wun allson seunding
-re appreaisately ere hour prier to sighticg. Wiad flow, how-
ever, was TEN at all lawels froa the surfase %o 15,000 feet whioh would

‘Seem to preclude the possidility of sither balleen drifting North te
San Pablo area. Both witnesses also agres that the ob joct was trawelling

at high speed, Windh for that reglon did not exoeed 25 K. Corelusion;
No balloon. '
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On 23 St 1848 Nr %'Iveeeer Bentham woe tglving to wl cer
Eckins wnen the Colwsl cclled Bentham's attention to's
-single object in the kY, Ohject firat eppeared in the
northesst and woe roving feeter than eny sirplane trst
. Bentham Lid ever.seen, Cbjrct sppeared very high, Both °
Zakine snd Benthes wer c.hed it for at le:st 3 minutee, It .
noved .towszd the rortrwect iX a straight line at & .con “tant
9pe~r<‘ finally turnfng to the Narth and €aiéé £¥on vleu. ;
& Bertnam the object grewred to ngve a. reoular recta.nt_ula
rw.t't ne vitk sharp corrers, It wis Wuff or griy in oolor r
with ceveryl durkrr wertical lines like rivs. (Sae : drming -
sttached,) - Objeot upmvired 1ixé o "vagetuble crate” flying
,thru Lie air ard scevefl %o ‘e covered with u trancsucent
ncterizl, It mide no n~ire ~nd lefy nc exhuurt or trail.
: a’u parent. size way uirmxz"ﬁ.wh I e 1 incn -l incn.
3
br Benthar's descr.r:tinn og 10 the erape, directisn @d cvire:
211 gpne- ranze of ti:de ablrato k. in divect contridleting with
statedente wde by Col dorege ine, ;

g _ :
km"er r"ﬁed that neitrer e por c-’]l Sekine WETe.

WAl TINg ;_,'lm cer £t the.tlve and that he WEire slaeecs oply For
‘repding. Nr. Benthsw de 77 jeire of sge, He lo a retired
butcher, &
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¥hile watcning an Army bomber which was flying ruther low, Cel Bakine.

obzerved ubove and go recrly due’ezet Wn unknown object,  He asked

hie compertion, Mr Benthems if he were seging thinge. Bentham enbetantisted
the foct that tagre was an object adove. the tomber. Col Bskine descrided
the object &8 being approxinately. the size of a large four-engined tomber,
"1t appe:red undulating in shape resembling an amcebs (Sce sketch inclozed),
The object sppesred t¢ mqave 3 aprendages forwerd and 2 aft which ecerxd to
be flapving or oscillating while the cemter pdrtion rescined :t-ahlt:. Col

ter of ;
fhe ndjant there sppesrdd a round, derk clrcle whleh, in Col Bukinsg' ozinign,
’eee.'ned 'n te above tihe main Yady of the object. TFurther it arposred thet
the main nart of the bhject wur translucent and of & dirty gray colsr and

Baline thought it was a mile ar.more.stove the ‘bomber, ' In the cen

that the dar¥, c¢ircular portion arpeired to grow more denve ir color as

it appronched the center., From this obgervation Cs1 Zakins cnncluded tnat

the dark nortion wor. evheriecsl huving the share and depth of a glode,

Yo furtrer ststed thet the moin port of the Hkject apperred 1ike canvas,

¥o counld rot estimate the gnped. of tne sbject tut seid 4t wes travel ing

&t & far greater|epeed thanm the bomber or anything else he hed ever foed.

There wue fo noffe of any type and no eviderce of exhaust or trail, .
The object,did rot reflect or give off 1igat of anv tupe,

Col Bekine prisr to his retirepent in 1948 wue oo Juty it Paners ¢ &
veterdnnrian with the Army nission, He retired becwise rf personal
reasone pnd not beciuse of physicul -defocts, ‘owever, Csl Zakirsiis
Tar-sizhted ond nee Lo werTr ¢los es. J".'uif;l‘i‘mrf and bueineds acsecictes,
-egt.sblisﬂ-d trie fiet thot ho i35 -highly thought
hls deid fngs dnd axscciations with ‘toem, He lsprecned toe Envestigitor
A ’-“-’"-fr‘-!d stable, infellisrot and Shove cverige in cormon tense..
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- PRCJECT "51GH". : UL
' Action S1ig ) : \

Refers to m‘ Sighting i : . Ineident Noo _176. _ =
1 ocation Pimole, Calif ' | I i g
Date -% Tine of Incid:rf'.f Ej-&;:tﬁhs Time: 12:00 moom* A1
Initirdly 1;.:;m:~r_-~f!;'r::, ﬁq, 6th Aroy, Office Assis Ihf of Staff 0-2,

: _ _ Presidio of of Sen Frameclsco, Celif _ ;
Info Rovomdod On: YWeBoe ey e 1, Witnuss Flle . I Inclidint File ¥ T f‘:r'

Chock & Jnitfal: Ghoek List _ A Chert: | o S SOREPh . T S AS R [
Coortinefid 14tas 11 A0 el 3 D s R STy L P AN
| &
” o i m® 1. T al . o e : i s Yaded s
snvestisntion Stadt 1.1.' ¥ L 1k~ local f: e Lnd -:..E.U{ A4 Qet U4g
Initisdl Investd atden Japort Ree'd _ . - 1 R PR U
Inf'ornes, 11"‘11. Macueats : ] ! : {
A. o .v'!.ptr M&rlﬂﬂa_ﬂﬁlbhm e AL N Rl ol ST I !
{l’ Base, San w.'cdif 2 1
‘;‘lljl"ty - . ‘ LR a‘]hJLCL — L - - . - o — - .—- ’
J“"".-_J-, v lwn = as e me e H"t'-'...._-.-.._-..... N L o A \
W i
2s To « Tae ~Tp )
. s e ey - L e L S e e Ol -
Subj.ct” SRR WX L UNCORR Rt et 1 17, A Bl AL L ! e e L B
= , o S P Da B BRSO A e SR, SR 0 SO
L ¢ L
Chockéd: o e . *pm d
eteorolonied !l iy 141 .' vy Other -
Iy - i 2ir Fores ' ' Cthor
. - - e s
_m.:_n'_:'.' "‘if::"; : Gl'i-il#i_-:i ::’;_-,'_Ef]ij.l.l . 'q.r‘t.hl | |
SR - | el | - i p— -1
astro Py sieal g j itomie Reawoven | ] Cuher
! 1---.---.. . I =8 = i .‘;.r- !
bam:stic F13 ML i Veatiher Station | ' Othe :
aPLy , l o Fiivnt. Fliahts!| !
0l W e ' R I
[Raportdd Lo -,.-.hin-t.lf'.::.- Bys - .
Toliphor. _ v ' Drte e oo CTudbipe - SR
Better o __obape . ] Couric: T e . |~ - (Al WEeCSres

FJT.I,,P : D=t. |

- o ww - s
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wissumination 3 To _ _  , Daty To 21 Iate . ' !




A ey LiCIZENT SRAURY SITT )
' 1 i . Incident EU:. _1?6
B .Jute and Time of UhEﬂn*ation.k 23 Sept Le . Axrox 1700 ok '

&

ey | !
2. 1Where Stghted: Gastro's Ranch - ¥ miles due ecst of Sen Fa‘bla. Celif end
Lyl miler South of Pixole, Calif I
3+ ¢ Obzerver's Poeition: ground o

(1. e., ground, uir, cnntrnl tower, etc.) . - !

4, Ha;.'ﬁ uidd Addrese of Obw-ﬂr. Borace S, hkinn. C‘ol.. U, 5. Ary {n‘m} ‘
Bether Driw. Walmit Creek, Calif. : ;
e Gcct.mtian and/or botbies: Retlmd‘, army colonel forwerly & veterinarian
. ?ntly emrloyed ae & Meat Inspector by Calif State Tept of 4gr.
B Attnr_uor Atfrocted by:  Wae cbeerving an Army bosber when He obrerved |

an unknown nbject flying above the bonber -

7. Dl of Cb.,rct( ) Seen: .+ 1. : | BT

- iOe. Awof DE].]-:tt(r“' Ahout tae size of a -—eneine bether - longer then wide *

‘9: ] CaIr af l:b i -c;[a;. Heln p:‘:ﬂ of bo-d,f t.ran ucgnt and of rlﬂr-t;.r Eray mlar

e (Skcteh if Porcillo) undulating with center rortion uppesTing
scherlerd Wiving, the snape and derth eimilsr to e globe = like amoeba

11, katurv.of Iuminasity: Did not reﬂ-ect 'r give nfff Hg.ht of n.ny tyve
{aincu.i booz of liget?) -

[ Mtit‘u’k af E"h‘y ct? Over & mile - '
(1. st i-‘.{t d) . : - z . : . ‘

-~ 13, -..st-i urtd Dictanes- of oot Trom-C ey i - Over a nﬂe directly’ abau

I, Bstimctcn Favd of Oujuet:  very rut sreed gV RaNe e

15, ' *Tine 44 Sight:  Could not estimute ‘

10.  Teetics: ' Appendages mmd to flep or oqci'llnts wnile center
. mortion receined stable

17, :':ar.mi el lr Cvj etle); ~¥o noise .

: |
18, Diruct aon n: Fligat of Chjoet{y)  Beurly due esst

19. .lprun nt C*r.,q ruct! n: l’l'h"-ucju mein rart of ob.cct u.npeaudjnke crnvas

l?ﬂ'- f -ldft an r‘lf}'ﬂ-ﬂ- H].‘s : . ] s J
f B .
1y * Mhouet Treil Celor =£): . No evidence of exnauct 5 {

- " M % ¥ - 3
weot nmr of MUsipnorrinoet Just diaappw red frog clght in @ w:ry s ort time
21, dertn r Conditi-ns of I ﬁw & rotier dull and

¥ hn:yu- l;:hrre were nr; P eV mﬁ:ﬁrﬂn D&{ ﬁm i.me’
24, Poculi:rity e Fot.d: Seé drnuing ft tached {

2. T umiry.of Incidunt: (WH‘]
(Sce etrzcucd poage) /

[ —



SNBSS {7 b © 7 ) g NS AL
. , Ircident No. 176e -

3 1; 'mtemﬁr;&'ornhtervﬁtm 23, Sept hs : ﬁwmlﬂﬂ

2. WHere Sigtted: r.:-stm'a Rench - I mdle due eset sf Scn Pablo, mm &
k.1 =ilec south of ?In‘ole. e,

‘3.~ Oboerver's Pogizibn:  £round

== (4. &y grownd, wdr, control 'Id‘nvcf. eté.)

4.  Name &rd Adire-tz of Chservep: W Gylvutrr Benthem, 2757 Jom %d
- ; ~lsimod, Celif, g Ve .
.. DOeccupation anjjor hotbles: retired butcher ' i

L¥

6. Attention Attr..ctf.d b'n."‘ 1 1&-'-1 Belrins éalling hie attertion to the bject .

Tr :hmhkr of ‘ﬁbJ\ ﬂt{ ) M(’ﬂ' 1 I-l b e E

%. Sovof Gl IL(:!.(' -ﬁnpl"‘-rrd frém sbserver's v pmni-.t to be 2 ircht-r by
- 1 inch by | inch, . .
N. - -Cplar uf Cbjcot(s): Buff or gray in color

10, Szmpe (::‘kc t:::E'z if ,Fae.i‘chL >3 rectangular mt.l!.m with shurp corners
g-ee attachd r.!r..u“ns} ] :

11, kature of  luninasfty: ; ' §/S
(dir.cted t\_'r: of iz tl“ 3 ; : : ]
12, Altitude of {"b frets | Very bigh Ly . .

(\ :t{l-‘.ll

Betiruted Ddetance of ""f:j. ot from *'_‘I'J:-r':*.h,r: 3 _ﬁf'ﬁl : 2. :
W, Sstimeted Juocd af Object: | faster tran any »)ane he had v '-acler: :
15.  Time in sight: At lerst 3 -iimth:-'. :
16, ‘Tuctice: horizontal flight .
~17. | Sound Tade by Cbgoet(s): .02 ncise L

18, lDir-;f_:iim: of Flic.t of Ctject{r) f northwest ther turned n.rth

14. Aprarent Conepuctint - Seemed to Ge eovercd mrﬂq trenclucent material
Eu- k --..i.('! an '-'lc-l:- #t ; s H;s 4 1

. _ I '
A Zximuzt il Color of): Left w exhi- t or treil = : |

X riar of Mepn cranect  flev out of [igm f"ﬁﬂﬂlﬂ foding from view.
23,  Whcthr Conditlne st Pl of Sigatings | NfS | 2

« Poculi: rikiaé Lotoi: ‘l Seened like a vegetgble crate n-“t{ thru tﬂn eir

25, Summry of Jucldent:  (over) % )
| ASip pt1ceind pege)



FarSl Fie. P . el gt
4

AIR TECHNICAL SERVICE COMMAND
’:’nm AND MESSAGE SECTION - ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE
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YOWNGRADED AT 2 YEAR INTERVALS{
AFTER 12 YEARS e
DOD DIB 5200.10
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SD=24nd (8 Dec 48) 1st Ind  SDecR1NTR/ae
SUBJECT: UNKNOYN OBJECT, PROJECT *§ION* | .

5th Dietriet, 001 (16), m;m-np.éu Ard, Daytom, O., 20 Dee 48 |

01 Commanding Genersl, Air Materiel Comsand, Wright-Patterses iir
Fores Base, Dayton, Onhio ATTENTION: MCIAXOe3

Inclosed for your information and my sotion deemsd appropriate
s the fisal report of Speelal Agent WANIBY . VILSON, Distriet 7
Offies, 05T, FairfieldeSulean Alr force Base, California. With the _
Lilhhlt;l 'ur thin rejort, all logleal investigative leads have been
covered and reported and .this offios considere thie-ma M.

1 Imel . Do GIDCQN
c - Colbmel, M4
. . reting 61“:-1::1. Cormmander
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WEADGUAKTERS UNITED STATES AIR #ORCE PRENO. . DATE \
THE (NSPECTOR GENIRAL 243 |_29_In1m19!iﬁ_

" OFFICE OF SPECIAL INYESTIOATIONS REFORT MADE BY : . L v tewn
J REPORT OF INVESTIGATION .

—

| Time’ LEPORT MADE AT

N - = PEEICO * : . [

| ofRCE OF OMGIN |
STATUS

PIOJNCT "Sigu*

Mr, STLYESTER SRNITHAM stated that aL 23 September 1948 at spproximately
1230 PuM., he oighted an object at a high altitude going at a very groat
 rats of speed, Nr, BENTHAM's description as to the shape and direction
and over-all app of this object 1is in direct mtrﬂ.lﬂinﬁlth
- the statements made by Colonel HORACR REXINS, This object was brought
to BINBLAN's attention by Oolomel HORAOR RAKINS,

R :

._’.f

'1 - CLOSED -

-

DISTRIBUTION ACTION COPY FORNARDED TO | e stawe

35 AMO, Yright-Patterson | Oommanding OGemefsl
(Astion eopy)(Incl) 2 | Alr Materiel Oommand ' ]-
N #5, Yright-Pattorson Vright-Patterson Alr Foros Bsse

AF3 (Inol) 2 | Daytom, Ohio
O8I Nsadgquarters(Inocl) 2
6-2, Sixth Ay (Info)
(Inal) 1 o
‘GNI, 120D, San Franmcisgo | MRV

(Iafe) (Inel)

.1 E ums, 1h % | | | i INTERVALSY
Bt (P bus o s g R
; R v i :
Mle (Inal) = 2 Saptatn, e Dap DIB.620%

27 VHEL ASSIFIRT DISTRICT COMMANOIE

NTENO 1%

EMAMA—fop #--20M

S e
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D0 #19, Gnte No. 243 - I Zasit
DATAILS: ' AT '

AT RICENOND, CALIFORNIA

- 1, On 15 Novenber 1948, Kr, snmrn'mm, 2655 Dam |
Eosd, Rictmond, Oalifornim, & retired dutcher,?was intervieved at

his home, acd made the following statexents in madstance; On 23
Septeabor 1948 DENTHAK was visiting at Castro's Ranch and at ap-
proximately 1230 P.K. PRITHAM was talking to Colonel NORAOR BAKIXS
when RAKINS called BINTEAN's attention $0 a single objeet in the

ky, They sav the n:i-nt, firet, ia the Northeast, movizg faster

than aay airplane he (EENTHAM) had ever sesn, and 1% sppedred to de
very high, RAXINS and BNNTNAM watched the cbject for at least T
mimtes, The odject moved toward the Northwest azéd in & straighs

line at a constant rposd, finally turning to the North asd feding

from view, . The objoot had & ragular rectangulfir eutline with sharp
corners, It was buff or gray in oeler, with seversl darker yertical
liner like ridbs, The objeet sppeared to be covered with a Srans-
lucent naterial, It appesred like a “vegetadtle crate® flying through .
the air, The objeci's apparent sise was approximately 2 inches by

1 inch by 1 inch, It made no noiss and left no exhamst or trail,
(Sketoh 1s inclosed) Nr, BENTEAM further stated that neither he nor

" Colonel RAKINS was wearing glasses at the time and that he wears
@lasses only for reading, - Nr, BEENTHAN i{s 70 years of age,

Inclosure

; AND PILE:

-

. - -
Bough sketch of flying .object as desorided by BENTHAN,

i = GLOSKD -
| |




