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DEPARTMENT OF THE ATR FORCE
HEADQUART RS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON
N THE INSPZCTOR GiENERAL USAF
17TH DISTRICT OFFICE OF SPECIAL INVESTIGATIONS
— KIRTLAND AIR FORCE BASE, NEW Mz=XICO
DR/UEN Areb
File ¥o: 2L-8 53/ 12 Hay 15L9
SUBJECT: UNKNORN (Aerial Phenomena), f. +t¢/ ¢ ;S y -
TO: Director of Special Investigatiens
Office of The Inspector Ceneral USAF
washington 25, D. C.

1. Reference is made to TFX:from this district, OSI L-26-C, dated
27 april 1949, pertaining to file number 2L-8 of this district.

2, On 27 and 28 April 15L%, Ir Josepﬂ%’aplan, University of cali-
fornia, Member of the Scientific Advisory Board, USAF, visited this Y
district office ard other Covermmental and mjlitary installations inw a
the area, The purpose of this visit was to reviem the reports o inves-
tigation and the circumstances surrounding the unidentified aerial
phenomana that have been ocbserved in this area during the last five
months and to thereby make recommendations as to the advisability of
making a scientific investigation of these occurrences. The investi-
gation of Dr Kaplan was conducted under orders transmitted to him by
Dr Theodore Von Karman, Secretary of the Scientific Advisory Roard,

USAF, .

3. Dr Joseph Kaplan, accompanied Dby Lt Col Doyls Rees and Captain
Melvin E. Neef, of this office, and Dr Lincoln Lafaz, Institute ol Me-
teoritics, University of New lexico, visited Sandia RBase, New lKexico,
and Los Alamos, New lexico.

L. Present at the conference at Sandia Base on the merning of 27
April 1549 were:

1t Col Herbert L. Crisler, Armed I'arces Special Weapons Project
1Lt Col Fredrick J. Clark, Aruwed Forces Spacial Weapons Project
Nr Matthew J. Doyle, Armed Forces Special Weapon (o) ’-(7
Condr R. E. Mandelkorn, Armed Forcas Special Wed t] /
I[r Jossph Kaplan _UMITED STATES ALk () g
Dr Lincz'ln LzPaz __K;I/'iif’_f rnn_r_r.;(_?,..c.
Lt Col Doyle Rpes . P o o
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BASIC: Letter, Hq 17th District '0SI (IG) USAF, dated 12 May 19L9
file number 24-8, subject, "UNKNOWN (Aerial Phenomena )"

a, At this conference Ir Kaplan reviewed developments of
interest in the aerial phenomena on the part of the Scientific Adviscry
Board, following his report to Lr Von Karman concerning information
given him early in February by Dr LaPaz, Lt Col Doyle Rees, Major William
H, Godsoe, Fourth Army Intelligence liaison, Sandia Base, and Captain
Mglvin E. Neef, Additional evidence, concerning nct only specific in-
cidents, but relating to the very intense interest felt in the aerial
phenomena in the area covered by the represented agencles, was then
given by Lt Col Crisler, Lt Col Rees, Commander Mandelkorn and Captain
Neef. At the conclusion of the testimony given by the individuals listed
above, Dr Kaplan stated that it was his intention, on the basis of the
information so far made available to him, to recommend that a full scale
sclentific investigation of the aerial phenomsna be undertaken as a
project set up at the Institute of Keteoritice of the University of
New Mexice, The Institute to receive full cooperation from other in-
terested agencles in the area. Dr Kaplan stressed that this project
was to be separated completely from Project "Crudge" (old Project

nSignn),

b. Dr LaPaz outlined the program to be undertaken in the
event the project suggested by Ir Kaplan was approved by the Sclentific
Advisory Board. Dr laPaz separated the problem into two parts: first,
the collection of cbservation data; and second, the evaluation of such

data,

(1) Collection of Data: Under this heading Dr laPaz re-
commended that attempts be made to secure systematic
visual, photographic, spectographic and radar obser=-
vations of the aerial phenomena occurring in the
vicinity of at least the fellowing three centers:
first, the Atomic Energy Commission installation at
Los ilamcs, New Mexico; second, the Atomic Energy

- Commission installation at Sandia Base; and third,

the USAF Guided Missile installation at Holleman
Alr Force Base, Alamogordo, New Mexico, Lt Col Rees
emphasized that provision should be made to secure
systematic coverage at the Fourth Army installation
at Camp Hood, Texas, where a number of incidents have
oceurred recently, Ir laPaz also recommended that
field searches be made after apmopriate air recon-
naissance, such searches to employ drag-magnets for

== ' the collection of any ferro-magnetic materials that
may have besn thrown down by the fireballs; meteor
Jetectors in areas where larger, buriled frapgments
were thought to be located and, if possible, sys-
tematic search of the earth's surface in well-
determined strewn-fields by use of min power from
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BASIC: Letter, Hg 17th District OSI (IG) USAF, dated 12 May 19L9,
file number 24-8, subject, “UNKNOWN (Aerial Fhanomana )"

military installations. Dr laPaz also recommendad
that, in connection with air search, an attempt be
made to collect fine dust and tiny spheres resulting
from the volatilization of the fireballs, which con-
ceivable require several days to fall down through
the atmosphere to the earth after the appearance of
a firsball, It was his recommendation that the col-
lection of such dust be attempted by use of the col-
lection techniques recently devised by Ir William
Crozier of the New Mexico Proving Ground.

(2) Evaluation of Data: In connection with the evaluation
of the observational data secured and any material
specimens that may be recovered, Dr lLaFaz recommended
that arrangements be made permitting Dr Edward Teller
of the University of California Group at Los Alamos,
Dr William Crozier of the Hew dMexico Proving Ground,
Ir Kent and his ballistics staff at Aberdeen Froving
Ground, and Professor Clyde Tombaugh and his associates
at White Sards Proving Ground, to act as consultants
for the project. At the conclusion of Dr laPaz's
remark, Commander Mandelkorn recomrended that the
staff of the Harvard College Observatcary Meteor Pro-
gram installation, near White Sands Proving Ground,
also be made available for ccnsultation purposes.

Dr laPaz apreed that this was desirable, but pointed
out that it has been impossible to secure cooperation
from ¥r Carroll of the Harvard Collepe Observatory
Croup in the past., This point was confirmed by Cap-
tain Neef, and Conmander Mandelkorn then volunteered
to insure that in the future there would be no dif=-
ficulty in securing cooperation from the HCO Leteor

- starf,

5, On the aftermoon of 27 April 19L9, Dr Kaplan studied the files
of the 17th District Office of Special Investigations as pertained to
the occurrence of aerial phenomena, and was further briefed by Lt Col
Rees, District Cormarder, Captain John J. Stahl, Jr, Leputy District
Commander, Captain Neef, Supervisor of the Security Civision, Special
Agent Jack L. Boling and Dr LaFaz, No new recommendations arose as a
result of this conference, but it was felt that the incidents studied
rendered .Amperative initiation of such a systematic program of inves-
tigation as Dr Kaplan had proposed at the Sandia Base conference during

the morning.

6. On 28 April 1949 Dr Kaplan, Dr laPaz, Lt Col Rees and Captain
lieef met at the Atomic Znergy Commnission installation, Los Alamos, HNew
Mexico, with the following:
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¥r B. O. Wells, Director of Security

Vr Sidney Newberger, of the Security Office
Mr John A, Carroll, AEC Security Service

¥r Earle D. Hightower, of the Security Office
¥r Henry R, Hoyt, Unlversity of California
Mr Abner Schreiber, AEC Security Service

This conference was held at the request of Dr Faplan in order that he
might ascertain the nature of the cbservations made by members of the
Atomic Energy Comrission and the AEC Security Service Inspectors at

Los Alamos, and that he might personally determine the degree of con-
cern felt by the Security and scientific personnel at the installation.
Dr Kaplan personally interviewed a number of University of California
personnel and AEC Security Service Inspectors, who had personally ob-
served anomolous luminous aerial phenomena, No further recommendations
werg made at this conference. Dr Kaplan stated that he would immediately
submit his report to Ir Von Karman, setting out his findings and make

the recommendations set forth above.
7. Ir Kaplan expressed a great concern, as these occurrences relate

to the Mational Lefense of the United States. He advised that he felt
that this was of extreme importance and should be investipated scien-

tifically.
Z /@ A

DOYLE/ REES
. Lt CA1, USAF
- Disfrict Comrander
L

e ————— -



