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PROJECT 10073 RECORD

4
3 September 50 03/2

1. DATE « TIME GROUP | amnm

Spokane, \ashington

3, SOURCE
Mitary

4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS

10, CONCLUSION
UNIDENTI FIED

Three
S. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11, BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS
About 5 Minutes " When cbserver first noticed objects, his first immressicn was

& TYPE OF OBSERVATION
Groudd-Visual (MX)

that they were extra large pieces of cardboard or wrapping pu:
tumbling about in an oversize "dust devil". Observer contd nuc
to watch them, however, seamed to indicate that the cbjects wt

- B &

7. COURSE
N

held aloft by a force other than aircurrents. They reacted i
& mnner indi cating motive pover of theirm own., All three ob
acted independently and highly erratically. For example, one

[+]

8. PHOTOS

0O Yes
: K’Nu

obJect would move up vhile another would move down and the thir
sideways, Object was observed through monocular (6X23).

9. FHYSICAL EVIDENCE

g Yes
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FILE NO. SUMECT (Unolassified) Sightings of Unusual Objects
ohief, Alr Technical FOM Dopt of the AF - i earmlah
Intelligence Center, Hq USAF « AFOIN-V/IC Lt.Col.Willis/65894
Wright-Patterson AFB,
Dayton, Ohio
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Capt. and iuirs., Fortnay were returning from the city of Spokanes to
FAFB., Capt. Fortney was ériving west on iHighway 2 about one mile or less
from the eastern edge of the field when lirs. Fortnsy observed a bluish
white light approaching the car from the northeast. The light was moving
at "high speed" snd came at the car so directly thst iirs. Fortnay became
frightened for fear it would strike the car. It passea over, howsvesr,
and procesded on a SV course ovarflying the runssys and hangar area of
FAFBE., According to iirs. Fortney, the light increacsed in size (from that
of an auto headlight to twice the size) over the hangar area, emitting
sparks in a fiery trail appearing in various coclors other than blus-white
vhich it had been, At that time, the light suddenly want out. lio other
observations were mada. No sound was heard. The course was roughly N
to &Y and travel was parallel to ths ground at a low altituds, No air-
craft weres in the vicinity =t that time. Capt. Fortney did not ohserve
the phesnomenon as ha was concentrating on driving and had his sun visor
down (reason unknown)

:h ford L. Ponsness lst Lt {oilutl, Saturday 8 Sep 2220 hours

Lt. Ponsness was rsturning to his quarters from the home of a friend,
walking north on a street in the officer housing arsa when he observed a
bluish-white light about ths size of an auto headlight approsching the
fisld from the north. He watched it ss it passed over the western sdge
of the field where it enlarged in size, emittad "sparks" in the form of
a trail for a few seconds and then abruptly went out. The time was
approximately 2220. No sounds were heard. lic aircrsft were in the vicinity
of the field at the tisme. The course of the object was frow the NE to SW
over FAFB, paralleling the sarth at anproximagtely "157 miles per hour®,

gell Gardd

iajor Gardinler was relaxing in the back yard of his home in the ex~
treme corner of the city of Spoksn= when he noticec thres strangs objects
appesring out of the Nw., His first impression was that they were exira
lerye piaces of cardboard or wrapping psper Lwabling sbout in an oversizs
"dust devil", sbout 2000' above the terrain., Continusd observation, how-
ever, seemed to indicaste thut the objects were held aloft by a force other
than 2ir currents., They reacted in » monner indicsting motive power of
thelr own., All three objects actsd independently snc highly errstically.
For example, one object would move up whiles another would move domm and
the third sidewsysa.

After watching the objects for two or three minutes, Jajor Gardinier
called to his wife to bring = moroculsr (6X23) from the house., Hthen urs.
Gardinier returned with the glass only one of ths objects could ©2 semen,
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tha other two having daperted 1In tha .diraction of Fairchild .ir Foros Basa.
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Both wr3. Gardinier snd a neighbor, wrs. Lowsll Allen, observed tha third
objact as it climbed and disappeared towsrd FAFB. uajor Gardinier descrited
the objects as rather flat, pancake-shsped, 20 to 30 feet ncross, 2 to 6
feat in depth. Vhen first sighted they apr=ared s khaki tan in color but
through the monocular avpscred a metallic bronze., Observation was dif-
ficult because the objects wers constantly qulvering cnd oszillsting in

the alr., They weras capable of abrupt changes of direction 2nd speed, yet
could also hang motionless in the air except for the juivering wotion. ho
gsounids were heard. The weather wes CAVU. MNeither wrs. Gsrdinier nor the
naighbor could identify the objects. io Cdust or other debris was asso-
cinted with them and no trail, smoke, or flame could bas sean. Thay zsppear-
ad from the NW "aa though following the course of the Spokans River" until
they were abreast of the Ni{ corner of the city of Spoitans, orbiting there
for approximately five minutes and then procsacing 5w slmost directly
toward FAFB. All three objects appeured to have a high rate of speed, dif-
ficult to estimates because of lack of resference as to size and distance
away. No further observations were reported.
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B/L fr 57 AD, File 921D, msﬂﬂmu of Unusual Objects
DINC 3500fno date) 2nd Ind
m&n&q{namm AIR COLID, Offutt Adr Force Base, Omaha, Nebr.

TO: Director of Intelligence, Headquarters USAF, Washington 25, D, C.
ATTN: AFOIN-C/CC

Forwarded for your information.

m'm COMUANDING GENERALs ﬁ-‘ ¥ :

i/ CDAT W. HIVLED
1 Incl ° . Lt Col, USAF
n/e hggt Ay Gen
& ™
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Hq 57th AD 92ID Subject: Sightings o} Unusual Objects

IDC 350 (no date) 1st Indfl" '
Mﬂl}:!'fms srzrm AIR FORCE, March Air Force Base, California
1

T0: Commanding General, Strategic Air Command, Offutt Air Force Base,
Omaha, Nebraska

l. Forwarded for your information.

2. The 57th Air Division has been instructed that in the case of
future sightings any information of a potential intelligence value will
be reported in accordance with Air Force Regulation 200-15 where no
established report and procedure is involved.

FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL:

1 Incl
n/e lnjor, USAF
' fast Adjutant General
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Ly HEADGUAKTERS 5778 AIR DIVISION
Fairchild air Force base
Fairchild, Washington

921D UNCLASSIFIED
SULJECT: Sightings of Unusual Objects

TO: Commanding General
Fifteenth Air Force
March Air Force Bage
ATTN: Director of Intelligence
California

1. Attached are three (3) instances of sightings of unususl aerisl
objects by personnel of FAFB., In two instances the sightings were mede
by rated officers and all three individuels sre considered competent end
reliable. ; :

2. Dus to the fact that no satisfactory explanetion of these sight-
ings is spparent and the near coincidence of tismes, and dates, they are
forwarded for your information snd/or forwerding to appropriate agency. 3 .

3, Aircreft, sircraft lending lights, jet trails, reteorites and
other natural phenomena have besn ruled out as explenstions by this Heed-
quarters.

4s Request instructions as to reporting procedure in cese of future
sightings.

FOR THE COMGANDING GENERAL :

Ll K

ADELINE FRANZEL
" 1 Inel Captain, USAF
Report of sightings Asst Adjutant ~£4
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I DATE - TIME GROUP JOCATION
3 September 50 03/ Spokane, Washington
3, SOURCE 10, CONCLUSION
Military UNIDENTI FIED
4. NUMBER OF OBJECTS
Three
5. LENGTH OF OBSERVATION |11, BRIEF SUMMARY AND ANALYSIS
About 5 Minutes : m cbserver first noticed objects, his first impression was
: they were extra large pieces of cardboard or wrapping mpjer
& TYPROF ComRVATION tumbling about in an oversize "dust devil", Observer continudd
Grougd-Visual (MX) to watch them, however, semmed to indicate that the cbjects
. CoURtE held aloft by a force other than aircurrents. They reacted
- & mnner indl cating motive power of theirm own. All three ob
S acted independently and highly erratically. For example, one
g cbject would move up while another would move down and the third |
sideways. Object was observed through monocular (6X23).
O Yes :
% PHYSICAL EVIDENCE :
0 Yes .
®. .5
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Sichting of gm.. Fortney, wifs of Capt, Lon C. Fortney, ionday 3 Sep
2220 hours

Capt. and iurs. Fortnoy were returning from the city of Spokane to
FAFB, Capt. Fortney was driving west on Highway 2 about one mile  or less
fron the castern edge of the field when lirs. Fortney observed a bluish
white light approaching the car from the northeast. The light was moving
at "high speed" and came at the car so directly thet .irs. Fortney became
frightened for fear it would strike the car. It passed over, however,
and proceeded on a SV course overflyin; the runweys and hangar area of
FAFB., According to iirs, Fortney, the light incresced in size (from that
of an auto headlight to twice the size) over the hangar area, emitting
sparks in a fiery trail appearing in various colors other than blus-white
vhich it had been. At that time, the light suddenly went out. HNo other
observations were msde. No sound was heard. The course was roughly Ni
to 5K and trevel was parallel to the ground at a low altitude., No air-
craft were in the vicinity at that time. Capt. Fortney did nol observe
thes phenomenon as hes was concentrating on driving and had his sun visor
dovn (reason unknown)

Sighting of Clifford L, Pongnegs lst Lt (pilot), Saturdey 8 Sep 2220 hours

Lt. Ponsness was returning to his guarters from the home of a friend,
walking north on a street in the officer housing area when he observed a
bluish-white light acout the size of an suto headlight approsching the
field from the north. iHe watchsd it ss it passed over the western edge
of the field where it eanlarged in size, emitted "sparks" in the form of
a8 trail for s few seconds and then abruptly went out. The time was
approximstely 2220. No sounds were heard. MNo aircrsft were in the vicinity
of the field at the time. The course of the object was from the NE to LW
over FAFB, paralleling the earth at approximately "150 miles per hour".

Rus

Major Gsrdinier was relaxing in the back yard of his home in the ex-
treme corner of the city of Spckene when he noticed three strange objects
appearing out of the K., His first impression was that they were extre
lar,o pleces of cardboard or wrapping psper tumbling about in an oversize
"dust devil"™, about 2000' above the terrain. Continued observation, how-
ever, seemed to indicate that the objects were held aloft by a force other
then air cuwrrentsa. 'hey reacted in # maonner indicsating motive power of
their own. All three objects acted independently snd highly erraticsally.
For example, one object would move up while another would move down and
the third sideways.

After watching the objects for two or three minutes, .ajor Gardinier
called to his wife to bring & monoculsr (6X23) from the house, Vhen Lirs.
Gardinier returned with the glass only one of the objects could be seen,
the other two having departed in the direction of Fairchild Air Forcs Base,
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Both wrs. Gardinier and a neighbor, lrs. Lowell Allen, observed the third

object as it climbed and disappeered toward FAFB.

Major Gardinier described

the objects as rather flat, pancake-shsped, 20 to 30 feet across, 2 to 6

feet in depth.
through the monocular appecred a metallic bronze,

Vhen first sighted they apr=ared s khaki tan in color but

Observation was dif-

ficult because the objects were constantly quivering cnd oscillsting in

the air,

They were capable of abrupt changes of direction and speed, yet

could also hang motionless in the air except for the guivering motion.
sounds were heard. The weather was CAVU.

ho

Neither wirs., Gardinier nor the

neighbor could identify the objects.

No dust or other debris was ssso-

ciated with them and no trail, smoke, or flame could be seen.

They eppesr-

ed from the Nw "as though following the course of the Spokane River" until
they were abreast of the Nii corner of the city of Spokane, orbiting there
for approximately five minutes and then proceocing S% almost directly

toviard FiFB.

All three objects appecred to have a high rate of speed, dif-

ficult to estimate becsuse of lack of reference as to size and distance

away. No further observations were reported.
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SEPTEMBER 1950 SIGETINGS - i ‘ :
DATE LCCATION L g OBSERVER EVALUATION N, e |
Eep (Info) Korea ('Iorenzen] Military Adr et o2 I
;. Sep , Guam Bennett Other (Psychological) )
ic. ' Erneat Harmon AFB, Nfndld Gd (RADAR) InsufficientData :
1 Funivok Island, Alsska Williass o~ Astro (Ref of Setting Sun) |
3 . Spokane, ¥Washington Gardinler .
g _ Spokane, Washingten Fnrtnq" z ; ¥ '
Spokane, Ponsnes {
11 - Adak), Peck (PHOTO), m Flare) Lo
13 " Effingham, Illinois Frye . Ajc : !
16 . Nashville, Tennessee Maltdi omns rails) © gshe
17 Tatum, ¥ Maxico | Bade Astro (Bef of Setting Sun)| S
17! Roswell, N Mexico . Wallen AfC . d |
18 - ,, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma Fovler Balloon |
19 ' Pﬂplu'mnrf,lﬁsmri Gd & Mr Vis (James) Balloon o Dy &
20 (Info) Tenn, Ky (Hewsclipping) Meteqrite recovery !
20 Kit , Colorado "Reliable Observer”  UNIDERTIFIED
20 Denver, Coloredo muur{ Alr Astro (Meteor)
21 Provincetown, Moss Ground (RADAR) , i
25 Mt Palomar, Cnl:l.f . . Grimes, Austin Afc
26 Birminghan, LT Yakes Astro iﬂt-fnmet}
29 — —Bandia Base,.N iréum e Orlevich . Meteor)
' 30 (In:to} Fhiladelphia, Pa {m:sor)
& ]
OCTOBER 1950 SIGETINGS
DATE LOCATION OBSERVER - EVALUATION
gl . "
Cct Northern Raodesia Kot Stated Astro (Metedr) L
T Kauai, T Hawaii® [« Eorner [' Astro (Meteor) :
10 Few Orleans, Ia Larrieu Balloon
10 Baw Orleans, la Markopolis Insufficient Data
1 *Lark River, Utsh Porter Astfo. {m)\
. - x
12-16 Knoxville, Temmessee - (RADAR) Other (RaderPeculiarities) .
15 : T - - Moneymaker, URIDERTIFIED |
15 fightover, Devis Balloon
16 ’ * Isabell “afe
16 | Isabell,Clark,Briges Balloon
13 (Info) Keating Swmit, Pa ! (Barry) KreitnerStuckey . '
" March AFB, Calif ' Faulk, Simons In.mﬂ'icimt Data ;
15 Pope AFB, "N Carolina Alr Vis, Woodward M.I’E &%ﬁm . '
Mhm = Gd Vis, Deniel :
2 New Baven, Com L ' 8 ine? Bitchens Afc .
21 Warrenton, N cmm K Bowers, Bentom Astro (Star/Planet)
23 | Bonlee, N Carolina Risher UNIDENTIFIED

3

|

Cuba
Gmum Mountain, Colorade

-.f

Buero
Carter (PHOTO)

Other :I‘.i

2
. 3) Forelign Matter
| Mdhering to Negative.
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