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Y. DESCRIPTION OF INCICENT

On 16 January 1952, two membérs of a balloon projket from the General Mills
Aeronautical Regearch Laboratory and four other civilians observed two unidenti. -
_fied aeriel objects in the vicinity of the balloon they were observiag. The

_balloon was at an altitude of 112,000 ft. and was 110 ft. in diaseter at the

tinze of the observation, A F
The objects wore observed twice, once from'Artesia, New Mexico, ‘'an? once ]

froa the ArteBia Airport, In the first instance, ono round object apicared

1o remain potionless in the vicinity, but apparently higher, than the balloon,

The balloon appeared to be 14 inches in diameter and the object 2} inches in

dimetey (ratio 3:5) and the color was a dull vhite., This observation vas

mafs by the two General Mills observers.. ; .

A short tinme later the sanme two observers and four eivilian pilots were 3
abserving the balloon from thé Artesia Airport. Tuo objecls at apparently ' L
extremaly hiph altitude were noticed coming tovard the balloon from the '
northwest. They.circled the balloon,' or apparently so. and flew off to the .
parthrast, The 'tine of observation was mbout 40 seconds. The two objects I, |
wers the sene color and slze as the first objest. They were flying elde-by- | t
slfe, When the objects appeared to circle the balloon, they disappeared and | |
the observens assumed they were disc-shaped and bad twmned on edge to bank.

e : 2 TUS OF I IGATION - : o
) wumy this report was not made until 5 April and did not reach
no

lapse, no further investigetion ia

ATE until 16 Aoril. Due to this time
are kmown to be very relisble and experienced.

coxtemplated. The observers
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: 1.- Attmhhd wm for your infermation are two mpiu
the report of investigation by Special Agent LINDELL W, POLITTE, -
17th OSI District, ﬂln 21;-5—-}0, dated 5 191‘11 '1952, Nb.?nct as

st L IR "

| B Inﬂ!i‘rj.gﬂim pradinltad upon inrorlntinn contained in ,
letter from Distriot ‘0ffice No, 2., uhmiﬁ thqr reported multa

. of an interview with DUGAN,

d %

«3. Manager of Municipal Airport; Artuil N. I., subat.mtht!d
DUGAN' s statemet, Two other civilians advised they had seen two -

unusuval objects in addition to the balloon. All interviewess stated

that it was a clear day, and they were certain that Iiutt they nw-m
not a roﬂutim or a mmtiuml type n:lrornﬂ-a.

k, This igvestigation is continuing, and mhsiqum’t reports

;iu be furni your headquarters upon reui:nt of sape in this of-
ce.

5. Ateivicn s davited’ to par T, AFR 21:5-1, dtd m Mar O, which °

 prohibits disclosure of Jelnas:l.ﬂd information t.o mthnruld pwsom},.
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Investigation predicated
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intervy and both advised that
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8nd ‘were certain that
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noted on 16 Jenuary
Artesia, New Nexico,
Two (2) other civilimne
they had seen’ two (2)
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‘Were of a dull gray color.
vers moving an equal distance mpart and
A an abrupt turn and disappenred at a very fast rate of
Speed. All interviewses stated that
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when this balloon reactid an-altitude of ovar onc iumdral thousami Teet, the - ok
2t . “group noticed so e disc shaped objects. in tag ‘same vioinity as che balloon,
cAZrl stated beedid wot hnow il the gjuects ware above or balow e balleon,
ihat he observed two'{2) separdte olfjects besides theltallpon, DL Tt he
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16 Jema-ry 1952 '

'FLCIATL INTUTREY

Tu Uietrict Commender Iy
! 17¢h Metriot' 081 (1A) U AF . :
Firtlend Afr Torce ®npe
i Alturusrous, Yew “axleo

1. Mp, Parmond Dugen, ‘eronsutiesl Fesszreh Division, “enaral
Fille, Inc., 2010 “set Tennepin Avemue, inneasollina, ¥innesols, hae
ndvirad thie office thet he wns assisned »# o photogr=mher for &
balloom prgjwet recently =nd while at irtesin, Wow Hexieo, 16 Jan-
uary  in-gompany with ¥r. Paymond T. Tilles, milat for the
srofoct, made obesrvitione ralstive to s balipom whieh had rreviously
bean relensed, - -

LA = i : . .

Y+ Vhile making thhir obearvetions ip [Artenir, Ferers. Tusen J l '
nnd ‘iiles mleo obeerved a round abjeat Ainine msationleape iR ithe i
sky in tha vieimity of, “ut at A conriderable distance ~bove tho
gﬂ_-ﬁlllt belloom. The nimeevhars wee elenr, without glouds or hage.

3. The balloem whieh they wore obasrving =t the tize hnd ’
atisined n mwnsured height af 112,000 feet At which altituie 1t .
should hove BSesn 110 fret in dismeter’ and was drifting in an casterly
direction nt from h %0 6 wilee per howr. The belloun nt thet alti-
tude §rossred to be nbout 1=3* in dinmeter, 2nd the unkmowm objech
a e to be sbout 2 or 2-5% ia dismeter. It was slso  eseribed
a2 dull white in onlor. { . l|

T —

b, Mp., Dusrtm $toted there wew no way to Judee the mlyitude
af the ohject but it Armoared to te at A consilersble slititmie “dove
tha balleom. - .

|

5. A mFort time lcter additfonsl obeervitions wre usde frow
the ‘-‘lniﬂplll birpert sbout thres or four miles wert of Artesim, /bout
1109 hourse Merers Ju-an, *tiles, the’ AlPuort Nensser, thres or fowr
eivilian cilote snd two mews spar Fapo ters from Artesris, wvare wntching
the balloom whieh war -Bove and #lizhtly no~th of the Airtert. ¥r.

Dugan nothced two ohjecty At an extremaly high altitule from &
cat i Y JWNGRADED AT 8 XEAR '~ T™ "' 1L83
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northwestirly direstion toward ths Wl lsom, fly nround and nbove the :
palloon mnd then fly 'off in & northensterly direction: The lapse . .
of time was sbout forty seconds and' there was no wAy to setinnte the

speed of the odjegtn. The w0 objects smnenred to e round dimee,

dull white in color and ebout he wame size nr tha dise ¥r. Juahn shv
aarlisr in the moraing. 1he objects irnveled in flving formution, 1-
one to tHe eide, shout iz or eight times the dismeter of the dire,

and slishtly bekind. As the objecte wede the turn around the balloon

they turned on edre “nd could not Be seem in that poeition. -

6} -Mre Dwean stnted he 414 pot maw the nimas of ' the other
individusls who werse with ki@ nad ¥r. f81loe at the Alrrort; however,

Ur, f4ilos who 19 ~pesently smployed by General Mille, Tne. at yate,
K¥B, Texns, knows tho neme of the Alrpert Manwger, who 4in tura onn
Adentify the eivilien pilate who were nresent. b "

7. Hy. Dugsn steted thet L belioved thet rowe of the other
membors of the grow: had been contaotad By the UET but thet melther
Ye mor Mr. Stiles had Sean contacted to dAsts. MNr. lugunm pided that
he is more or less in eonstant travel st-tus and mggaets that =ay
future intervieve be erranced through Gene-al ¥ille, Ine.
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SUBJECT: Sighbing of Two Unususl Objects '
over Artesia, New Mexico, on L ' e
‘ 16 Jamnery 1951 - ° ' PR
. SPECIAL IH‘JJIEI UNCONVENTIONAL HW o
v, | ’ _, ]
a...l"; = #
1 Chief * t i o ! i
o T Ay Toctuﬂ.cll Iut-]liibrﬁ; Center .
md'lb-rnttamn Air Base
Ohio.
| ATDH: ATI
3 1. Reference is made to 1atm.,ms office, dsted 27 May 1952, |
uubjmt and fil u above, =0

: 2 Fm*mdod herewith for your add!.t.imnl in:romtim m two \
copies of the report of investigation by Special Agent mmn J. BETHART,

17th 'I:EI District, dated ‘25 May 1952. I 1 ]

: " 3, A re-interview of ALVIN H, HAZEL and A: V. SWEARINGEN verified
that{ the unconventichal aircraft was sighted 16 Jamuary 1951 and, not
16 192, .

\:

‘' Ls No fyrther hwutigﬂ.in action is contemplated by the urﬂu
of Speciil I ﬂﬂglt.ionn and .the files in ‘instant case are considered
gt 1 | . |

f : ¥ |

n 5. Your attention is ted to plelgrlph Ts AFR 2%-1, whi

prohibits dissemination of classified anrutinT to ‘unauthori zed
sonnél, | -

| LT et

| ¢~ 3 ZREL D.'0, NORTH |
N ) Hh! DO #17, @ 23 g.&-? , Lt Colonel, USAF
: Dj,nt.r.‘..ut de.r
Copy to:
Hq OS5I w/o abv innl : :
DOWNGRADED AT 38 v a1} JIRVALS;
", DECLASSIFIED A K7 k12 YEARS.
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‘1. This investigation was conducted by S/A'EARL D. JAMESON.
1 :
" 2. On 8 May 1952, Mr, ALVIN E, HAZEL, mrofhminiplurpurt
lrtilll FNew Mexico, was re-interviewed to determine the actual day on
which sighting of the unconventional airoraft bad occurred, HAZEL

verd mmmmwmm:mmﬂmnmme
lﬂl?ﬁz.l-mﬂullynmd 3

- MHMJ‘.%E,F&'.I.?.MM wrorWTiﬂ
s Artesla, New Mexico, also verified that the. had
'ncwmd 1 Jamry 1951, mm-a of 16 January 1952, as ori

he Mr. numu*c.scurm.,wrurmmmmm Compeany,
Artesla, New Mexico, and also of the cboervers of unconventional

: aireraft, was not available for interview nt. this time | [
. |

. 5, In that all logical leads hu- bnrh dmulap-& and ﬂpurha, further
investigation is not contemplated,
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M TERLY WEFEN N:m 21‘.-3. = i ._ ' d J s 27 H-H&'I' 1952 ; .
S R -sf]EJEa:T; Eighting of Two Ummisual ﬂbjeuts SoRHED By e il
ety o Over hrt-esin, Yew Mexico, on g - 1 o
& ani, g 16 Jamary 1951 . :
i _» SPECIAL TNCUIRY - UNCONVENTTONAL AIRCRAFT
tl ol - ; ’ = T . . k i : 3 . i -,. "
= o . L+ I | : a0y v B .. '-.:| i\
TOs " Chief . RO S AL, p g bt .
‘Adr Technioal Intelligénce Center - =, v _
: " Tright-Patterson Alr Fome Base : :
: - Ohio
-+ ATTN:. ATL o :
i Fret ik - :
Lo L Referenc-a in nade ‘t-o 1at.ter, this nffim, dated 15 11]:-11 1952,

‘subject: "Sighting of Tm ummual ﬂb:.act-a over Art-psia, Hmr llmcu - TR S S
16 Januvary 1952" ' - : :

e L

4 ] -, 2. Forwarded hermdt.h ara t.m nupias of the mport of investiga-
. tioh by gggedsgjniznt Jﬁgﬁll. LANDERS, 10th 0SI Diatr:l.n'b, dated 30 .|
' April 1952, ect ag above. :

; 3. STILES rupnbted uighﬁing tvm um:sual ohjectﬂ :’hile mtd:ing an-. |
aeronautical research balloon on 16 Janvary 1951, STILES described -~ -
these objects as opaque and off-white in color and when first sighted
were approximately five degrees above the balloon which was at an.
. approximate altitude of one hundred ‘and ten thousand feet. The ob- =
jects amppeared to be the same size as the balloon and moved in a Al
, straight line ‘through thirty degrees of agimuth’ 111 appreximately t-h'.n!u I
secands _and then disapp&ared. 2 B R '
ly. In the p\rﬁnt’. further imvestigative report-a are regeived in 'this|
office. pertaining to the above napt-ioned caae, same will be torwnrd?d
your headguarters. j ,

5. Your a‘t.t.ren‘trion is ipvited' to pprngraph ?, AFR 2!:5-1, which
prohibits the c}lsalmure of alﬁasit‘iad i.nfm-matinn t.olunautholﬁ.aad
persm_nul. :

U{ NI RADRD Ay o v
-DECLASSIFIED AP J.J_.I. .'.. g’
_ .~ DOD DIR 520u. 1u
¢ Shraey (in dup) U, G
R/I, DO #10, dtd 30 Apr 52 Ir Bt 7. {maml, USAF j

District Comander
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8T ..!._ : TR | b dnce ar. '}
e s ~cnma:.3n_ ' e D005 elay n-.:-a. Tegax . -
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s'ruﬂ!!: e I 3 : .
: S I.-' % : v i 3 1,
L : b 4 L1k
: g M -.,T".JEB nera;mui, ic.;l.ﬁn,_.,lme X _"e:wl't.l..d s:l.xsn‘t.mg :
Ctro (2) wraiBual objects wiile waucldng &ermnunir:al rebaurm ! e
30 . helloon dn- 16 Januatly 1951 at arussia, Jew ..oxico. . dccording - N
eiae 1 e to bTJ.Lw, nb.jecta were oparue and of[=wnite in coler dnd TN o 1
' b when . first.eighted were apgproximatiely five (5} degrens above
- ibhe TpaXloon *f:tu.ch was oL an aporoximaie altitude of one :
. putdred and ten thousend feet (110,000, Objbcts appeared * N
: "“to ‘be ‘seme sizé as bulloon and. sioved in Straight iine o7 32
2% SRR “Llirough thirky (30} degrecs of azimwth in soproximately
- 1 . ~threée (3) ‘seconds’ ond Lten dissppesred. SITLLE was militery -
. - pilot:forfthrse (3). years #nd at time of obaerfation bad. - T B
£ !ﬂv‘-r ane m} year nrf eemnaut.:l._cal ruzperch urm"i.c.nﬁe. I M g
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‘oy interview With X B, SIS (refurred 1o cs FADOHD SU S in
rylerenced A vrLe ) et d el SR :

l"ﬁl‘ ::lL;II—! ﬁl_: :‘i B it L T i . ‘i
. R 5 [ "
’ -

. - < P 2 " ] . e 3
" T -, " i o i, Teo g . 3 e . :
P S L T eazinyoe af ool o1lls, Incar-orutid v yobe ards

corr'qﬁt.cdh.te of Li o chserynnian i ceskian (14 Jenisry 1951/ ‘25 l_‘leuugainéﬂ
g

|

oy LORL S WES TLNLY relawed 14 o ril 1558 i cunnection '.-.i_'.'.h_'t,E';e_-.f.ignL{::u' of e

(2}, upuda.’ ohjegii ovil arteging Lon cexico, M 16 Jepuary 1952. Skl

p R ] -t.;l."t.lq-"bf‘ 1 45 reiort .1s_ pia.rk_dd"'Clu.t{Gu}.-‘_'r 1_:' r:_*i_iiar_l..u-r'crfimt. the - .

- '

stoted Shet yecuss Lot tin b srSosie apeld o4 18 Jamiry 3952 bl de tézmined,, .,

: [tor paferring.to vdz Plichy leg-look, Trel expCtly ane yGET wior to Wib

Gtk P15 dunaary 1’_:5_&) e over puemilag on Lletvest gi-ie a7 the sonist Huddding
i H 5 + & 3 . L™

PERE A TLRITS g £t N iAot sl il ar apin, e -exid0, AR Legup S- gn

s b, &oeroihao bely- D ioures b iy nnaiard e gzery ini en geronktt ikl

respert: Lilloow v eent. "loutip, b fefroelipuely oft= Pagedzed pies teon

- ronsind (110,000). feet w.ove ble sivpori. Solies s, vped tish Lo colidd not.
recal 1 tou n_r..'ims_ of wysiyone presant ib L Lroup “Lub resmznbered thst Bl

geEn wwer -

po ool of denel Jdlis, Ticot~oraped, & nEUANNET MAI, & atpe ne rilok,.

. gid Hho smenager. of Tue sirpori, T Hhewkl, yers puong Lhose prezenbs. =Y g

recal led thit wille 'L 58 Groun of nenaere ansprvIny tiiie balloon, locgted nbt
= -profinately zer0 (0) deiToeg \iran !a:'-.m_rt.orth] end st an. clevabhon of SE
o proqiss e ly sl oty (20) cegreas, notL2; wnisual: ahjécts appsered 1 tie

gicf. ek 'en clevabion elightly sl her {1 Sroxich LEly ei‘;i;:,;r-fli.met[é:ﬁ-) Heprees)
urd‘in e direction snpor s bely pi.erﬁ:.;i;-t.;j._-ili_zg:';e::_{',

weil slrbed LG MR w0 L2 obieeys woved id ‘E'r-‘:.t'i'fﬁ_’{,h‘d;&;i:il_:} laaying-rio

Lo =i left of the Balloon.

"

ven il phd saiiitedsto, wno.S28W aevesieon, .-y jolnk anor ednetely ben L1B) - L5V At

- actlrecs o ik ioht of wie balloGn wihich o deLue tbtul distance coversd

w pyw ovtizie tely - Lldrey (50, uegrees, &nd LiEh suddenly disappered "noy Lot

adegrding Lo Lilud, tie vhjeots id nob seow Lo wove oup of uipnt—they,

shiply welre sudderd; oo -loniel visibley 10U ripailetl thet the o jeoss mein- .

 buhned shpb., seend & e o forpation in sl one iz ehind the otkar ot

o oo dmavely -Lorsy-"ive (15} |deLrees from the course of flickth, UITLd asbi~

evted the lefyth of tize vt tite slhjegns ware i ‘eigbt 22 aelng eoout three

{3] secogés =nd stuLed Uzt ne could pot recsll Zuy olher cherpeteristies

" it kagde be of inLefezi exeept prot Pia objocbe suened Tgbe epacus end oll-

wiibe in color. Srns would; otk Llumnt Lo cay wnsb-Ehape thi objects seene

vo be hubt seid yet e 624 ok nolice any-nrejectiond.’ - hecording to SIILAS

Jhe @iz jects wars oot Lie sene relulive eire 1&: U & balleon wijich lhas a

W eoeter of obe rindred and Len (:J0L, lest while ot &n & bitude. of anpgoRd=.

‘pately one—iundred and) tea oufend {130,.00) ieet, a.ding thet since fhe

e juety were at @ orceter snple of nlevesion; it rede i { eel Thot il e

ou Jecty inre Lidve Lie belleen end ‘therefdre would oetually be Lupper,tian e

velleon. —ifed cdsged, Limt ph. & 1= ;u.-;'ti.xculur-murn:i::,;"tk'm sky wie clear with

ne elouds e si_nt. LMl enncimued kS eorl ler tris sume duy 1 Jomary-;

14517 ub annroy lisuely V00 fours L.ounbiila Hbendert Pugty wlidle ebssrving
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the balloon previously mentioned v the same-altitude (one indred and ten S
- blousand festl) in an ptiemut’ to ostimete the direction of iovément, adndwhile’ . oS
—ctunding in {rant of the mein hotel incirtusic, lew lexico, (& gogerved one . "
{1} object near the locztion of the bealloon nkdd: wés tien st zpproximaLely
. - teo hundred ond slxty (260) degrees in direclion end at an elovation.of™ . . . -
SV ypproximately Ewontys (20) degreds, According to STILES thie object) when firet -~
“gighted, was in tho mame direction as bhe valleon. but at'en elevation | Lohalpl e
abproximately twenty-Tive (25) degrees; LTILES watehed tha object, which ceemed -
%0 be. coming toward.him, until the ﬁect reached an 2levation of eoproxiuately
thidty=five {35) degreus al jhiﬂf; timd he dvopped observing the object becaues :
he fhoucht it vas 2 weathor dalloon. - STILLS sbated that *he:leirned later 2t L T B
che zirport thet no weather belloons had been ussd that morning.- Since ke ‘ v i
A Ty ﬂlﬂﬁégﬁ ‘that Liis object was an ordinamy tisaLier bellopn, STTLES continued, - e
if did not 'siske'a vivid iccrestion’dn him and he ‘could rot rocall clearly any
‘cheracteristics concaming thie object, adding, however, bhot generslly. the ' .
charpoteristics were the same a& those of Lhe objects le siphted Jeter. :

3?1_'1’-1'13 stated that ke ha2s & Aeronzuticsl Znglneering Degree from the Updver- - i;
gty of |iinfiesota, wee & pilob in the Alr Force for approximately shree {9):+"
o1, years ond b the tilg of the observilions discusssd in.this report had buen .
_ - . xdlng-eeronautical research.work for over oge- (1) yosr. SUILES steted that . '

. nis job whkth Gemsral 1ills, Incorporated at that Lime consisted mostly of ; -

‘ Lrecking deronsuticnl research télloons with .en airplanel &TILES comcluded

by skpting thai'he Los 20/20 visdon 1p each eye and hes neyver worn correckive ) 3
plaases. : . w R M ._ e n ; : i
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LOCATION

Log At masy (et . LTado ﬂu.]‘j
Cberlin, Ohio
, California
mhm T. H. 3
B of hfibrt.h, Texas
Corbin, Hentucky
Elba, New York
ﬂt.:unr‘l‘. AFB, New York
Pt Benning, Georgia
Salinss to King City, Califoraia
Big Bear Lake, California
Artesin, New Mexico (CASE MISSING)
Oak Ridge, Tennecsee
West Texas
31.15N 135,50E Japan
Litue, Kauei, T. H. ' .
Sioux Cityy Iowa
Qdk Hidge, Tennessee
50 mi SE Holloman AFB, New Maxico
Unalakleet, Alaska
Westover AFB, mnchus_etta

Warner Bobins AFE, Georgla
36.40'K 130.50'E (Far Em}
Rywou Islands (Okinowa) - -
Albany, New York 3

Condamine, Australias
Johnson AB, Japan

Marietta, Georgia

Cape Wales, Alaska

Galena, Illinols

Lucerne Valley, California

. 49.50N S0.03W fnmun} .
Holloman AFB, New Mexico (CASE x:ssn G) Military

Tanganyiks, East Africa
Sakhalin, Japan

21.32N 157- (Pacific)
Durban, Scuth Afriga

ladd AFB, Alaska

Saxhalin, Japan
Indienapolie, Indiana
Rodiea, MNemé Caale ony)
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EVALUATION
1 o

Ll ak AsTs (me :-.ar’}

Other {M' s RZPG.‘E}
z Hot Air -Ealloon ]

Fenn

Boggus unmznrvmn
Multi (Civilian) Astro (¥ETZ0R)
Hartman Afc

Military( :;nnn ,Gallagher) Eallcos
Military ( URIDENTIFIED B
Rogenburg ° Insufficient Data'
Hillzman * IRSUFFICIEXT DATA
Malti {Dugan, Hazel) Insufficlest Data
Milti (Civilian) Insufficient Cata
Miltd (Milftaryd Civ) Balloon

Unkmown

Multi (Civilian)

Midecontinent

Ml (RADAR) , Otzer (Ground Targzet)
Military ¢ Other (Gas from Zallosz)
Multd (Civilian) - Insufficient Dota "
Ground Radar Other (Blactronic Effecta
g : from Beacon 1z A/C)

Farmer,Rodes Barry - Balloon
Air Badsr Other i'ﬁ-{.‘(]
Military Other (Coatrails)
Military Insufficient Lata
Goebez Afc \
Military, 1. UNIDENTIFZED

. 2. Balloon i
Multi (Civ & uﬂ.} Astro [szmu?]
Fowell Other E ght| "-n.. Saip)
Multi {ciui..'l,.‘.,u} Astro (METZ0R)
Fogg _ ‘Other (Two Tergets)
Military Astro (AURORA)

Insufficient Dats
Ingsufficieat Lata’
al Airlizes A/C

Astro (BTAR/PLANET) .

Esst African Airlines Insufficient Data

Militery Radar Afc

Froyland Insufficient Data
Multi (Civilian) UNIDEXTIFIED

Sgt Sells | UNIDENTIFIED
Military Radar b afe

Hobson Other (EQAX)
-S4, ot ﬂtar«m{mnﬂ)
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