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29 July 1952 Port Huron, Hichigan

Doaeription of Incident

On the night of 20 July 19%2 an AQGW Station in Miehigan observed an uni-
dentifled raturn on tha scopa., The time was shortly befare 2140 C57e The
targot was plotted at 550 knots on a 360° heading for 0 minutes,

Three F-QLB aircraft wore In the ares making practice runs on s B-25. One
of these aircraft was requested by GII fo investigate the unkmown targst, The
gireraft climbed out of the practica areaz on a heading of 270° Lo 20,0007, GCI
¢alled and requested 2 visual zearsh o bo made &t 3 o'elock, A turn to 3
o'elock was started when the radar eperator god a lock-on from s target at 2130
o'elock level, Tour miles away. The lock-on was held for only 30 secondz. As
the furn was mado, a bright, flashing, culored light was pbserved by the pllot.
He turned into the light on a heading of 350? snd followed 1% for twoenby min-
utes at an JTAS of 350 kmota at 21,000 ft. The light remalned betwesen 12 and 1
olgelock, At the time of the loek—on, the alreraft was 20 miles wast of Port
Hllrﬂln, "iﬂhigan-

The GCI radar was ¢srrying both the unldentified tarzet and the PS5l om the
scope. Since the F=Gl; could not close, "1t was aszumed by GCI that the object
increased its spesed . to that of the F=9i,

Commants

Two ut.ha:r 0ol aireraft were alrborne, but they contimied maldng practics
Tunas on 8 5-25 and ware not im the area at the time of the sighting,

The star, Capella, is directly in line with fhe PQl's 1ine of flight and
the aireraft would have been [lying straignt toward it,. I% i3 very low on the
hordizon and appearas tc ba flashlog gresn, blue, red, eto, At firat 1t was beo-
Jiaved that this is what the pilot saw, but when it wax eatablished that bhoth

the F-9l, and the UFQ wore being ¢arried on the GCI scope, Capella becumes a
doubtful suspect,

I% eould be thalt thls is a serdes of coincident weather phenomena affecting
the radar equipcent and sightlings of Capella, but this 1s streichipz probabilie
ties too far,

A ballcon can be ddsregarded slnca the speads are too high for even a jet
etream,

Three woak inversions were noted below 10,0000,
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