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1. DATE - TINE GROUP

— =
L LOCATION

_$ Feb 53 _6/09132 Zosallia, taghingtog (20 Min S, Spokane)
3. JOURCE 0. CONCLUSION -
AF Pilot BALLOCH
& NUMBER OF OBMICTS
Cne .
5. LENOTH OF OBBERVATION [11. BRIEF SUMMARY AND AMALYSIE
3-5 Min, Round white li.lg‘rt. traveled at an est speed of 150-200 knots
at approx 7000' alt, HManeuvers consisted of d reling several
& TYPE OF ORMERVATION “dres, flashing on & off, noticeables increase in speod, and
N =V 1 disappearing in a 5 direction, Objoct was cbaserved by pllet
T ColRE of B-36 a/c,
COMINTS: 1. Weather balloon probably in the arez of sighting
% ProTOs from Griger Field Weather Bureau, See incident folder for
lanation,
O Yes 2s Woather records show balloon released from Golger Field not
b o ] Fairchild at O900Z.

f. PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
0 Yes

XA Ne

Was leet in the clouds after riging to
3,000, Could rave very sasily caused the sighting,
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Rosalia, Washington S2E FEhrUﬂrY 1953

1. Degcription of Incident

A B-36 aireraft was in flight in the vieinity of Spokane, Washington, when
one round white omnidirectional light was sighted at 0913Z time. The light wes
at an altitude of approximately 7,000 ft. on a southeast course circling and ris-
ing as it proceeded. It was visually observed for a pericd of three to five
minutes, The B-36 made 180” descending turn toward the 1ight which was estimated
to be moving at a speed of 150 to 200 knots. The aireraft was inbound to Spokane
15 miles out and located over Resalia, Washington.

IT. Discussion of Incident

ATIC determined that a scheduled piball balloon released at OS00Z from the
U.S. Weather Bureau Staticon at Fairchild AFB wag in the immediate area cf sight-
ing. The sighting was from Rosalia which is 12.5 nauticel miles 5.E. of Fairchild
AFE and to place a balloon in the area of the sighting winds would have to be out
of the N.E. Winds aloft at 7,000 to 10,000 ft. were from 270° to 2809 at 50
knots per hour. Therefore, by computation, it would take approximately 15

l minutes for the balloon to be carried to Rosalia by the existing winds. Since

the unidentified object was sightedll minutes after the baslloon launch time,
end the description (climbing, orbitting, balloons carry white running lights)
clesely parallels the maneuvers of a balloon, ATIC concludes that the object
probably was the piball weather balloon. All locel air flelds were checked
by MeChord AFE amd ne afreraft were in the aren at the time of observation
other than the Ba36,

III. Conclusion

Probably balleoon.
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CONFIUWTION COPY

I ONcrassire,,
SoChord F1t Sv Cem
MoChord AFB, Wash
Direator of Intelligence
Hq USAF
'ﬂﬂh. Dp C.

Air Technical Intelligence Center

xx ATTH:  ATIAke2e
liright-Patterson AFB, Ohdo

Genorel
Ent AFB
Colerade Springs, Coleo,

Commander
Fs

Wash, D, C,

Commander
MTS

ATTN: Intelligence Div
'.“. Di ci

FSC 06=B-2, FLIOBRPT <gpamuiily

4 One round light; sise unkm; white; asrcdynamic features wnlm, no exhaust
mu,mohmmpuhhmh;lpdmhmnhuhj no sound was
heard; mmmw:-umn—aﬁnmmn,dnhdam
mm-mmmmﬁmm. Light commenced flashing
lhimhmﬂﬁmmminfupuﬂmﬂﬂuwu

southerly heading,

B. Obj sighted O134PST, 6 Feb 53, for aprx 3 to 5 ninutes,
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UNCCASSIFIED
—_— 0610000 Feb 53 Nyl
MoChord AFB, Tash Priority
X
) 9

FSC 06-B-2, FLYGERPT - D - CU¥T'D

C.

D,

Menner of cbs wae visual from the air by a B-36, speed 150 to 200 knote at
7000 £%, visual obe only,

Obj eighted at L7 degrees 20 minutes North, 115 degrees 30 minutes lest,
vielnity of Fosalia, Wash, AF 2708, B-36 inbound on south course of Spokane
Range, mul&u:--m-;ua-:mm;ﬂlu,nmnmmrt, sighted
obj approaching fr the North, dir of flt AF 2807 001 degrees megnetio, Dir
of {1t of obj aprx 182 degrees magnetio, altitude of obj aprx T000 f%,

lajor Leo J Moffatt, AO 758603, 327th Bomb Sqd, Fairohild iFB, Spokane, Wash,
Obs considered reliable,

Weathert Fairchild /FB, Vash, meapured 1200 ft broken, 9000 overcast,
visibility 15 miles, Light drigzzle, winde aloft 270 degrees, 50 knots, 10000 f%,
No known conditions would mccount for elghting,

Photograrhe: Home

Pilot of AF 2708 made 180 degree desoending toward ebj after turning toward
light, the light started oiroling then headed south commencing to blink,
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DOWNGRADED AT 8 YRAT Trrrner .-
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 Yians
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UNCLASSIFIED

KeChord 71t Sv Cen 061000u Feb 53 NP
HoChord AFB, fash Priority

756 06-B-2, FLYOERPT - WENNNEENOER - cowr

Jo & check with all agencies in this area indicates no other seft should have
been in that vieinity,

K, Pilot of AF 2708 contacted at Fairchild AFB Operations.

w&mbm

.....

-DI.H ‘J'J'l.;'ﬂ lﬂ YDJ‘H-G

e 3 3

JEN § BATIE, Major, USAF
Feg 5206 camdg UNCLCASSIFIED



USA=HKATS

TR-133-52
“ONevassiFiep

Unidentified Flying Object Sighted Near Spokane, Washington

Plight Service, MATS, 3800 lewark
Street, . ., Washingten 25, D. ¢,

12 February 1953 6 Februnry 1957 B=?

State of Washington, USA

Frank M, Allen, Lt Colonel, USAT Mujor Leo J, Moffatt, AO758603

Teletype FLYORRPT 051800Z February by McChord Flight Service Center

B-36 number A¥ 2708 was in flight in the vicinity of Spokane, Washington, ;
6 February 1953, when one round white light was sighted, aporoaching AF 2708 from the
Horth. The light was at an altitude of apwoximately 7,000 feet, on o south hound
course, when it passed AF 2708, AF 2708 made a descending 180° turn toward the light,
which was zoving at adout 150 to 200 knots. The light circled several times, then
turned to a course of approximately 182° masnotic, began to flach at one to two second
intervale, ite apeed increased noticeably, and it disappeared on & Southerly course.

The light was sighted at O134PST, by Hajor Leo J,. Hoffatt, A0758603, 327th Bombarde
mwent Squadron, Fairchild Air Force Base, Spolmne, Washington, from aboard AF 2708, and
was visually observed for aporoximately three to five minuten, AF 2708 was inbound,
approximately 10 to 15 miles out on the South leg of the Spokane radio range (inbound
course 1° magnetic), at tho timo of the sighting, descending from 10,000 to 7,000 feet.

During eighting aircraft turned to uwroceed toward Fosalia, Washington (W7920%N, 117°
30%).

—

Weather raeport for Fairchild Air Force Base at ticze of sighting: Celling measured

1,200 fect, overcast above at 9,000 feet, vieibility 15 miles, light driszle, and wind
at 10,000 feet above tho surface from 270° at 50 knmots.

Check of all area agencles revealed no aircraft which should have been in the
area. No lnown conditions would mccount for the sighting.
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Flight Service, KATS TR=137-67 UNCLASS"F IED
3800 Newark Street, 1. W, i
Wzshington 25, 1. U. 2 3

The following teletype report was received from leChord rlight Service Lenter,
Hedhord Adr Force Base, Tacoma, Washington:

FSC 0b=B-2, PFLYORRPT ATTM: ATIAA-PC at Wripht=-Patterson A¥E, ATTH:
Intelligence Division at Washington D. U,

As Ume round light: size unlnown: white: merodynamic features unimown,
no exhaust trail, no observed propulsion system: speed 150 to 200 kmote: no
scund was heard: flew south bound under A¥ 2708 B-36 at apmroximately 7,000
fest, circled several times, turned south heading 1829 magnetic, Light
commenced flashing 1 to 2 second intervals with noticeable incrense of apead
and disappeared on southerly heading.

B. Object sighted (L34PST, 6 February 1953, for approximately 3 to 5
minutes,

. Hanner of observatlon was visual from the air by a 3=36, apeed
150 to 200 imots at 7,000 reet, visual observation only.

D, Object sighted at 47° 20 minutee north, 115° 30 minutes west,
vicinity of Hosalia, Washington. AF 2708, B-36 inbound on south course
of Spokane Hange, 10 to 15 miles from station descending from 10,000 feet
to 7,000 feot, sighted object mpproaching from the morth, direction of
flight AF 2807 00° magnetic. Direction of flight of object apnroxinately
182" magnetic, altitude of object approximately 7,000 feect.

k. Fajor Leo J. Hoffatt, A0758603, 327th Eombardment Squadrom,
Fairchild Adr Force Base, Spokune, Washington. Obtservation considersd
reliable,

F. Weather: Fairchild Air Force Buse, Washington measured 1,200 faot
troken, 9,000 overcast, visibility 15 =iles. light drizzle, winds aloft
270°, 50 knotse, 10,000 feet.

G. Yo known conditiona would account for sighting.

H. Photographa: Hone, l

1. Pilot of A¥ 2708 made 180° descending toward object after turning

toward 1ight, the light started circling then headed south commencing to
blink.

J. A check with all agencies in thin area indicates no other alrcraft
should have besen in that vicinity.

K. Pilot of A® 2708 contacted at Palrchild Air Yorce Fase Operations,
06/1945% Feb JWPIN
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UNCLASSIFIED
Flight Service, MATS -
3800 Newark Street, N. W. TR-133-5
Washington 25, D. C. 3 3

Coxzents o Officer:

1. Sighting position of WPU21l'M, 115°30'W indicated by paragraph D of the
toletype message is apparently in error, ms this position is approximately 90 statute
miles from position indicated by Scuth leg of Spokane radio range and Hosalis,
¥ashington. This position has been resolved to 47921'N, 117930'W,

2. CUrew position of Mnjor Moffatt, and/or position in A¥ 2708 at time of
sighting, waes not indicated. .

3. Mrection, nmber, and size of circles by the light, and whether at constant
altitude, was not indicated.

4. No wariation in intemsity of the light, between approach and departure, or
during circling, was reported. This indicates that the light was horisontally
oonidirectional, toud of £ sed 1 a or jet ow, It
is also noted that A¥Y 2708 was apparently constantly descending during the
sighting, no change in light intensity waes caused by this descent. This could indicate
vertical oznidirectional light qualities.

5. Hanner of dismppoarance of the light was not reported (whether extinguished,
or diminished bty distance) but message indicates that it faded dus to distance.

6. The area in which sighting oocurred in in an Alr Defense Identification Zome,
and any sircraft or flying objects should have been under radar surveillance. Fositive
statezent that radar sites had not observed the incident ie not included.

7+ Although teletype message indicates that mo propulsion systes wus observed,

the correlation between flashing of the light and its increase in speed could indicate
action of & promulsive ayetem,
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Weather Balloons and Saucers

In the carly vears of the sancer era balloons accounted for some
25 pereent of the wnidentificd lving objects reported to ATIC. The
pattern of these sightings is unmistakable, and the identity of bal-
loan and UFO is often cortain—as certain as any evidence can be.
Nevertheless many such jdentifications are resolutely rejected by
the saucer enthusiasts. It wonld be pointless to discuss all the UFO
reports of this class, but we can summarize a few of the most
famous. Major Kevhoe, a leading proponent of the interplanctary
hypathesis, deseribes such a sighting:

“On Febrary 6, near Rosalia, W wlnugmn a saucer had circled
aB-36 bomber. [ ur"iirm'ffm Weuver ﬂ:c lulut saw a white light
Blink at two-second intery. '115 Belare he had time to r]l-;i;t _his own
lhll_r:_mswﬂ the m mlnm,- w.-ufth' l.'urne-(l smllh and rhsc:ppmred

T e P B e e

No evidence exists that the light was either a “saucer” or a
“machine”; a great deal of evidence exists that it was a balloon.
Investigators from ATIC determined the following facts:

At 1:13 A on February 6. 1953, the pilot of a B-36 plane bound
for Spokane, Washington, was near Rosalia when he sighted a round
white light below him, circling and rising at a speed estimated at
150 to zoo knots as it procecded on a southeast course. The B-36
made an 18.degree descending turm toward the light, which was in
view for a period of three to five minutes, but the pilot could not
identily it.

At 1 oao, thirteen minutes before the sighting, the United States
Weather Burean station at Fairchild Air Force Base had released
a pibal balloon. Winds aloft at altitudes of yooo to 10,000 feet were
from the northwest with a speed of about fifty knots, Computations
showed that the existing winds would have ecarried the balloon
to the southeast, and it would have been over Rosalin, which is
12.5 nantical miles southeast of Fairchild Air Force Base, in about
fiftcen minutes. The plane sighted the unknown sear Rosalia thir-
teen minutes after the umehing. The baloon carried white munning
lights which acemmtbed for the “Winking” deseribed, and the cir-
cling climb of the UFO is typical of a balloon’s conrse. Thus all the
evidence supports ATICS conclusion that the UFO was a weather
balloon. [2)



& Fabruary 1953 - Rosalim, Washinpgton ©G-36 Siphting Analysis:

Piball balloon released at 09004 from U.5. weather bureau
station at WB. Track of balloon ESE.
Fuly
Sighting was from over Rosalim 12,5 nautical miles SE of Fair-
child. Wind st 10,000' was from approximately £70° to 280° blowing
SE at 50 knots per hour.

&0 minutes . X min - 15
50 nautical miles 12,5 N.1.

or the balloon would have covered the 12.5 nautical miles in
15 minutes,.

Gaiore. Fuld,

Which means that the piball roleased at Petedhile—4PS would have
taken approximately 15 minutes to drift to the area of sightingy since
the unknown object was sighted at 09133 and by taking into account
the winds aloft, it can be deduced that the ohject sighted by the B-
35 and the piball balloon ara probably the same object,

The time ditference of 2 minutes can be ignored in that intangi-
ble factors such as ditferent wind speeds at various altitudeseowed
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