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1. FCefieen the appraximate hours of 09452 and 1005Z, 17 Fabruary 1953, an
unldentifled flying object was observed In ths general area of Willow, Alasica
{u:m_t UB 5545)., The object, which appearei to be a red 1! at, was sightad
from a C—47 aircraft (AF 1042) by two rated pilots, g

2, Iovestigation has revealsd no aircraft or weather balloens known to he in
the area at that time, and identification has not been possibla,
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Following is an account derived from an interview with Malor Joesph H. Lemen,
ADQ 813 531:
iloted by M

At approximately 2350 (AST) 16 Feb 1953 a C—47, AF 1042, pi! { ooy
voaspn 3. Lemon, ADQ 213 531, and carrying Caztain Eugene 3, Cramer, AO 316 247,
ag instructor-oilot, wvas east of FPire Island and South of Anchorass over the mouth
of Turpagaia Arm, (GECREP Pnsition BLJB 5510) flying on an approximate heading of
aortheast, At that time an object, desecribed as a round —ed 1izht approxi=ately
the sise of a wing naviga.ion lizht of an aireraft aprroximately five miles distant,

was observed at a tem o'clock position from the C=i7. The Cul7 wus flying at 2000

faet and the lisht was estimstad to be at 1000 fast. Tha light was telow the
horizon at this point. The object was estimated to te west of #ira Taland -nd 4 ol 25
caeding on the same course as the C-47 at tha cruisins spead of a let, esitimated

to be 300 imota, When it wmas realized that the red lisht, which i3 normally on toe
laf't wing of an alrcraft, wes aprarently on the ri h- wing, Cantain Cramar contacted
oy radio, the Elmendorf tower and the nmearest radar station in an ef*ort to identify
the object as a jet alrerart., Both the tower and the radar statlion reportad ne

Jats ailrborne and the radar station was unable to Pick up a flying onlect in the area.

The object continued on e straight course for the Willow arsa, 3lowly climeting
to approxinately 2000 feet ‘»d increasing to twice its original siza and intsnsity.
‘n reaching the above point tha object seemed to stop and hang suscended in mid-nis,

maintaining %hat suspende! position for apprroximately five minutes., It was above the
horizon at that point. :

The C-47 approached Flmenderf and antered the traffic pattern at 1500 feat on
the upwind leg for runway M50, continued on arcund the trarfle pattara onto the
Zinal aporoach then broke trs«ffie and climbed out again in order to more closely
Joserve the object. After th,; Cwi7 had taken up a beading of 330" magmetic the
object was direectly ahead of it, At this tize the 1lignt acpeared to continue onm a
Sortherly ccurse and, gredually diminishing in size and intensitly, disapreared.

The C-47 circled the area north of Elmendor? for several minutes ot ne farther
sightings were made. After the object had disappearsd a C-124 arriving at Elmendors

from Ladd AFB was observed by the C-47 pllots at approximetaly the same point at
which the object disappeared,

~ The duration of the sighting was approxizately 15 minutes wnder CA7TY weather
conditions. Aurora Borealis illuminated the sky btehind the object., The only
desewiption of the object was that it was a round, red light, re~emtling the
running lights of an aireraft, However, the share was not ~lasmrly ascertainahle
oy the cbservers,
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Following la an account derived from an interview with Captalin Eugene S. Cramer,
| AQ 816 247:

On 15 Fab 1953, at approximetely 2345 hours (AST), a C-47, AF 1042, plloted by
Major Joespa H. Lemon, A0 313 531, and carrying as instructor-pilot Captain Zugene S,
Cramer, AQ 316 247, was proeceading on an approach heading of 010 degrees m;::-.:::’.c
toward Elvendor? Alr Porce Ease. At this %ime, when in a position aprroxinmately
' tan (10) milss sast of Fire Island over Turnagain Arm (CEREF Position 3L32 5510
nd appreacaing at a speed of 120 !mots, Captaln Cramer observad a 1172% in o ten
o'alock posiilon to the C-47. A% this time the 1liznt apveared %o be statlonary and
was alternating in eolor from red to blue—green. BSalleving it to be a caleatlal
sedy or at alreraft at some distance, Captain Cramer d4id oot menticn ais cossrmilon
| 2 Major Lemon until they had proceeded approximately ten miles Turtler on thels
| scurse, At this time the lizht began to move in a soutawesterly directlon, ana
| Captain Cremer estimated its speed and altitude as being apuvroximataly 350 imots per
| mour at 1000 “aet and its orizinal position as bein- in the vicinity between Glz
| Lake and Willow. Inasmuch aa the light now appeared as a conatan® red ecolor and
| was about the alze of a rmning light of an aircraf’t when sesn from this estimated
diatance, Captain Cramser thean bmlisved 1t to te a jet alreraft, However, as Loay
continued on sourse, the obLject reversed lts {light 1a the vicinity of GEREF
| Position BLCB 3070 and returnad at aprroximataly the same 3zeed and altiftuda to ita
original position. This menmuver was aceomplished at least once and possidly tuice,
Jue to the facé that the 1li;"% remained red when traveling northesst in apcroximataly
the same direction as the C.. 7 rather than appearing gresn as would %he =izat minning
light of an aircraft, Captsats Uramer contacted the Elmendorf tover aa to whetier any
jets were airborne in the vicinity or whether the towver had also sighted ke objact,
The towsr answered in tle negative to both questiona. After requesting jet inter-
| ception of the object aid being advised that no aircra®t were avallaols for the
anissien, Cactain Cramer and “ajor Lemon received permission %o fly a course toward
the object, which then apyearsd to be over Wasdlla, Taking up a heading of 345
iagrees magretic and a speed ~f 150 knots, they broke out of the traffic patiern and
flaw: toward ths object. Aa they continued over Knik Arm on this courss, the light
romained stationary and began to ineresase in either size or brillianes until it
seemed to be about three times its original proportion and appeared to be the reddish
| orange color of molton iren, As the C-47 reached the approximate GECGFEF Poaition
;GHI!_._';ISJO. at about 0005 hours, 17 Feb 1953, the object began to move agsin, this

time on a heading of between 270 and 290 degrees magfletic at an estimated altituds of
2500 feet, and at an umknown speed. It gradually assumed a tright red color and
began to dininish in size until it disappeared about L5 seconds later,

!: .._’.H'hr eireling for several minutes and making nd mores observatiocns of t
| object, the C-47 retarned to Elmendor? Air Force Base and land:d.

L3
(=3
]

From the <ime the light was {irst observed until 1% hewan %o iacraase
rillance the iight appearsd %> have the half-oval shapre charactaristis of
-122us., A3 1% grew in size or btrilliance it assumed a ecomnlata awal

in aize or

cbatuetion

INATE , o L
12 heard no- were any smoke or vavor trails chserved,
.
The duration of the sis2ting was aprroximately £if4ean (15) nimitag =mder 147
onditlons. 1t no time 414 %he orsergor lonze sizat of <he .=
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It is believed that the scurcea of thls information are wary reliable., Both
officers apreared to te atable and intelligent; and both should be well qualifieqd,
from a mumber of years flying experisnce, to accuratzly cbserva and record Lhelr
observations. Naither had any preconceived opinlons concerning unidentif'ied flying
sbjects, and seemed to be complately oblactive in relating their observatlona.

All possibilities as to the source of this lizht have bteen examined with no
ldentification bpeing made. Apparent descrepencies tetwe=n tie statements of the two
officers may be attributed to the fact that the lizht was initially otservad by Mator
lemon approximately five minutes after being first sighted by Captain Cramer, and
that the officers were engaged in bringing their alreraft into Llmendor? for a

landing at the time, "
Q oot T

ROEERT M, CGALLANT
2nd Lt, Usar
Combat Intelligence Ifficer
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