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SIGHTING OF A FLYING SAUCER .

ON J)é DECEMBER 1953
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Junuary 23, 1934 LAC/143535.
Suhjez-t': - S:ghting of Flying Sauccr by Cerfain Lockheed

: ‘Aircraft Corporation Personnel »
Pog- - Commander
; Air Techn.cal Intelligence Cenler o
Wright-“aiterson Air Fogce Base, Ohio -

Through: | AFPR o

Exnclosure:. ~ -*-{a) Four capics each of reports b‘r C. L. Johnson
. R. L. Thoren, R. E. Wimmer, &. A. LColman, «
and J. F.- Ware, on the Sighting of 2 Fhrm'
Saucer oa lb ch:ml:u:: £353.

P The enclosure is made 2p af a pumber of rcportis

concerning¥ae sighting of a:so-called - flying saucer’ on 18 December:

1453, The recorts are self-exnlanatory. Onaly onu copy of the map
is“zttached, indicaling generally where this device was seen. This
information has not been releascd to the sFess, but is submitted for
such fmcu.lh: PUrposes 4s your group may be concéroed with.

F 3 'four commente oz the sightings- rep-nﬂﬂl w. “lb

very mu..ch llprnnmtcd
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Decembes 13, 1953,

-

To: * " Air Force Investigating Grosz on Flyizf Saucers
2 " i " N 5 d E = = . :

’ On Wednesday, December 15th, 1953, ‘my wifc and | went out to our
- ranch, wlifch is three miles west of Agourz. Californid, and oné mile #
eorth of Ventura Bivd.. ‘Wé arrived there at about sundown, which ia
closs lo 45 P.oM. PST. Wr went immediately to our.ranch house,”
which is located on & hill facing doutbwesl. - : : .

AL aporoximately 5 o'cldrk {witkin two minuted accuragy), ! was looking
al the sunset through a large plateglass window, when [ noticed above a
mauniain lo the west what [ first thought Lo be a black cloud. The sun
h=d gene down and the whole western sky was gold and red, With several
Lin layers of cicuds or haze at fa:irly high aititade, 1 wondered why this .
one objech was 80 dack, consideYing tha: the sun was bekind it. I .
imymediately thought that some circraft had made ah intense smoke trajl;
£c 1 studied the object closzly. Itaas apparent, after my ﬂ:l'lﬁt’
-scecnds of consideratian, thal the outline of this object did not charge.
Taicking it was a leaticular cloud, | comtinued to study it, bet it did not
move at all for three mioutes. I do pot kuow how long it was there
bofere my attention was qalled to it : r

i -

s s o ] . —
“When if did 20t move or disintegrate, I asked my wife to get me our
¢ight-h-‘himnhrl. 30 I wouid nol have lo take my eyes off the object,
S aehi acogaized as 2 so-called saucer'. As poomas I
Wwas given the glasees, | ranoutside and siartcd to focus the glassgs on
‘the obj€ct, which nos; wes maving fa’st on a beading between 240° and 260°
- When I got the glasses focused on Lhe object, it was albeady toving
- behisd the fizat layer of kaze: . ] gathered ils speed was wery high, because
"' ofthe rate of fore-shortening of its major axis. The pbject, even in the
glasscs, appeared black and distinct, but 1 could make out no detail,
as [ was looking toward the setting suf, which was, of course, bédlow the
bBorizon ac thig time. - . AR

« In 70 seconds from the time it start=d tc move, the obfect had completely |,
Jd-seprearad, ina long shallow cligb on the heading noted. The ¢londs
were coming onsbore, ia a direction.of travel opposite to that of the-
chjeck. The time in which my wilc and ] studied this object was Betwesn
5:0 2nd 5:05. The cbject, which had bovered statiomary for at least
. three minotes, appeared to be sery large but, not-knowing its distance :
from me, I could not estimate ils dimensions. At all times Lhe objegt .~ _

e ‘ajpeared as an ellipsel with a fiaess ratlo of the larger axis tothe =

minor one of about 7 or 10 to 1. 1 estimated the position of the object to
b= roughly cVér Peiat Mugu, which lies on a bearing about 2552 from my
.. ranch. : : )

. F IR , ‘
‘- 2 Oa tac morning of Decembder 171k, | returned to work, having begn absent for

atoul & weel, and Mr. Wausally Assistant Chief Engizeer, and Mr. Cart
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' Haddgr, our Chief Project Enginesr, cante into my office with Mr. Rudy

*Thoren' Mr. Thoren statpd that he had seen a flying saucer the day

befere. [ unmedfately broke in; withount letting him.say what time and

where ke had seen.the object, and describe? my experience of the night S an
belcre. | wanted ttvdo this so that 1 could gél 2 confirmation as to 2 -
whether or not he saw the same thing [ saw at the time stated. Mr. Thoren -

was dumfounded, and described his ekperience, along with-that of our
ecgineering. test pilot, Mr. Roy Wimmer, flight engineer Joe Ware, and

gur chief aerodynamicist. P. A. Colman. =1l of whom saw the object as .
described in Mr. Thozen'd memo. ; .

1 should also state that about lwo years ago Mrs. Johnson and | saw an
object which I believed at the time, and still do to be a saucer, [lying

wes! of Brents Junction, California, on a very dark night. I did not see

the object itself but saw a clearly defintd flame or emanation, as shown on
the attached sketch. Thik cbject was travellipg from easlto west at a

. Wery bigh spesed and with no npise. The flarre or emanation was 8 beautiful
light blae, having extremely well defined edges. My first impression was . .
* % that it 33 an afterburning airplane, but the lack of noise ‘and the pure

"scread of the flame eliminated that possibility complétely. ,

Fid _ o
I should staie that for st least five.years 1 bave delinitely believed in the

" ea#sibility that flying saucers exist - Lhis in epite of @ good deal of kidding'

fram my techdical associates. Having seen Lhis particular object on
Cecember l4th, | am pow more firmly convizced than ever that such
Sxvizes exist, and [ have some highly technical converts in this belief
15 of that daze, o
i . L]
Ll ; -
¥ i
et F :
Clarcnce L. Jo
. * +Chief Engineey
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. Wednesday, December 16, 1959, I participated 1n a test flpbt of « Sawy
dupdr Constallation WV-2, takine off at L12§ p.e.. The flipht crev comsisted
3Tt Roy Wismer, pllot; spyself, co=pilot; Charlie Grugaz, flirht engineer;
wd Joe Ware, 'ht test éngineer. Ye climbed out towards the ocaprn and
luveled off at 10,000 feet for a shores test. After aoplating this test,
4'mmar torned the oontrols over to me and I started 2listing to ouronaxt test
a_titode of 20,000 fest. "I clizbed throogXt & very thin, scattere! owsreast,
acmesbere arcund 1,000 feet, awolded a cowple of small cleads, and contizoed
to clisb towards 20,000 feet. . M :

ivenihere between: 15,000 and 20,000 feet, Ray Wimmer sais to me, ‘tmk cnt,
here's a flying saucer.” 1 loockhd cut the windghiald“towards whers By was
"pointing wnd sew same sort of an otject st spproximstely the altitude thut we.
were Tlying. I mede u alight twn heading right towards this object, expecting
Lo owergake 1t so tha: we corld lock et it more closely. I maintaiszed this
seading for roughly five minuies, looking 4t the object all the tima,

Wirmer, Ware und sysell viewed m-*thing Tor at least fiwe dfmu, d.i.lmd.u'

what we thought it mizht be, Wisser's [irst iycession war that 1%.vas & mmall
_tloed, “After studylng it for several sioutes thoogh, I deduced that 1t was
0t a cload because it bad teo delinite sharp edges and its appsarunce stayed
constant,, It looked to re like I was flyisy right directly towards, and st
about the swme mlavation a8, & vy large flylay winp aifplane. I would estd-
18 at this time that I was scmevhere betwesn 17,00C and 1,000 feet. .

ilthougt the object appsared to be mbeolutely staticoary, we did not seen to
=0 closing the gap betwesr us and this cbject, even thowrh we were flvinp at’

3me. 225 miles per hocr. The object then seemed o be pettiry smqller, and zy

attention was diverted from 14 for & minute o so, but Nisrer mentioned that .
de oblect vas disappearing. Ia probably an elipsed e of sorwslere around

4 rizote, the cbject hid reduced In sise to'a mere ppeck, «nd ther gisappeared.
Iis Qirectiom wis alecet due west., At the tize, *re sun bad z00e telow tle
Jorison but the sly was red, end this cbject had besn silhouetied perfectly

apeinat this red beciground. The atmosphere wus axtremely. clear. Yhen I first

T Rpted the objeety; I puessed that it was probably seven miles awny. However,
~lockdng at it In retrospect, the cbject muet hive teen conmidersbly lurger thas
i had estimated snd, hence, the distance was probatly rxeh greater then I nad

calso eatimated, -

- J -

Lobidng back at the flight record taken on this flighs, 1% wes recorded that
e leweled off 4t 20,000 feet'nt 5:10. Inammuch a8 ye had sighted this object
wian we were scoesbare betweer 16,000 and 18,000 feet, cur wiew of the object
s‘arted at roushly S o'clock, or -Must «,little befare thut. We.continmued with
wr test flight, thinking =o mcre of this observetion, «nd landed after &
. 2'clock, 'We discussed other details of the flight and then went.home. daen

I ot home, I ceseribed the so-tullec flying sevcer to sy fumlly and mede a
Little sketen of what it looked liide to me. ;

N
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rig'moridng . reparted to work and went directly to zee Mro <. L. Jomuroz,

. wlal Eapinecr, to glve ldm & report on astivitdes occowurrlrp n ke lusi few

o8, ipuEmch an B had Jat returned from a trip. Iz attendinzo et uns
seeslnp were olso Mr. Jack sabsell and Mr. Carl Haddon.' <dw.discussed a meber

1 tiings ami, in the touwrse of the canveseation, I dizcussed the (lirhi mude
v vextarday on thds WWV-2. -Upen corspletion of the technical discussion, I casually :
G =t:tioned (for fear-3f Yalog ridicclad) that L had been chastsz o flize saucer .

. ’ Tect micki. Nelly ezappad this up imcediutely, ard said that he knew axuctly

ohera 1t vas and wBeny ard, with no furiser adieu, he =aid that 1t wus at 6% =
_ arc bke ooject was piphted off of Polzt Mugu., This literplly bowled re sver,

ic-ause <he ‘ocation of Lne object it [ alrbted wasz off of Point Mogu. =

1or sstdmeted thet 1t was Jomcubere-tetwsen Point Muyme wnd the Sants Eactara

“slande, Incidentally, at the Lirme I had sipheec 14, we'sire fling svwer the
caran Jost off of lagd Esach,

th =t 2 =

it i i s
e, MO0

ell; then rolated ‘that last rdsnt at absct 5105 g, Le Sad seenwn object
ir the vesterm iy 4nd had gotten hde tdnostlers and locked &% It in detsil.
fe descrited it a8 & wirs with an-aspett retlc of sproxirately sewec. He auid
that 4t gpoTed staticniry for seversl minutes, «nd Loen headize directly uest .
5 ‘t.clasppedrsd iR ¢oe 1o wo ~dmutes, ss I reccllect his ceasdrsdiicac Tite R .
: - sory Jilee wxactly with wiat we sev In flipnt at the came “ioe, . G
¥, i = B - .
A ‘ © »4zkt moation that I have been wery skestital of flyin sascor elaries, ind
! n.vE never even Imuginec seelar an object'iz the eky Wt Iiwas 0t able &

Loentdfy. The three of ts wbto wstched it frie “he alrplae are &1l pilots who
~"ryve been flidne for miny ye

are on experimentsl test work, and are trained to
* e weCorate olservaticns. Relly also has bas o lot of experience in flight
“L L work, «ré has Leen flyire Zor many years ind L9 &l « very alied disar
« 7 ver.. The fart-that what- ne sev & whal we sav appesss 20 te identical, wud
ttr e and place Ldentl:cl, laads u;".a teliave that it was ndt exastly an o
] ugicmﬂ'.azlmm : : R

: "

'ém,-...-ﬂi-lmm?rn“

] - '. . il = o

- : 5 = '

* > e T
= '
' A. L. Thore: - .
ChalefiFlight Test Fopireer c
—— = u . i - ..r -
i ] ¥ J . -
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= Og Selimbiey, Fsogeker 16tz I meds w tesi Tlight in conetallsw o
L.y Tha prev o, the ovikple: hwimenr-wu-l: (1] :ﬂ-l:ﬁ; L. Thers,

- P8 OO rLI .k, Thsrle: Geugs, f"gﬂ.t oncinesr m! «o F. "mre w2 Cligho tet

il:'..;‘l...-l-

1 tocg off lﬂ!u ih tre -fveruzen -=d rlm e mau Jrrliog the

. . ' 5

Coulamb by, T000 feet wna um.ﬂ-htllnlmflrn I!'nm..nuhs*

- 1 Crlant

I thea.atr=ted *cinl ah o l.r 030 fept end turmed tho ccat=al:

ureT To ".'x.d;f Thoren, -Pe comtirsed gur allsd in n-lmth-- aATer.w clrsotin..

wzc omesd are 13 the vleialty of ieug Bssch or Sents Aus Setwe=z 18,000
(ST EG,,,_,{ Fant wo pade ¢ rifnt torn onfo g wert Sesding. Tho sue had 4o

s but tte eir was Tory iloar sed the light wes real good tomyd the it & !

: rotloed & elout loyer 11 the regt at:rting scaexnore-se t ol Serta Crur

- Toland ot abawt cur sItitxde;" 7boyd this albud layer, woll pu: ip the -:u:
A .r-ll'.. Ipr shet I thought whe : mall oloud. Vdat | m.-__th fun of 1t Ien.

lm " *.ulr ﬂ_rul[. nmeor:®
e ,
Aftgy llt':htI.I; 't for » fﬂpwhu e ﬂ":lﬂld r:. m-l L s €l
bat “aeme ¥Ad of ‘abject, .1t hed r. dofindb mage Wrlch aSposrsd £o oe 1ivs .
o oreseeat, Others om ecard csscribod ik as kuge flyleg wie; I dvale

‘nst debec® sy deteile. cther . iher fhe rhepe of it, I'ﬂt.:l-gh' the diwziios

“rom vl tc be st lesat Fi’ty o~ sixty n'les and possibly muokh - rr_'_tr-‘: ;, aE®

.
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T cl.l- ar iih thet ..d.l 'N.I'_f fard <o Judge distense. ” | | Y
. % "In umur t-nnn‘. (t for ahout Tibe :ﬁmtu = e el zi =
JTowrtigz r"'d a3yt aprear % ohemze’. T €o-mot reIrll mrn-nt rpoad, whetiee .
Cemz terw evill ‘in&.ir,;- or Ihh'-l'lu # hed .Imh! n durlr.; th: nq'!.m.. .

iy 1‘.11:; s Ely- :q tr f -hplml. 1 hed m‘:.’hi.n‘ alss g de but'in

setnk t4h Jbjeat, Star sbout five mirutsa 1 suddeniy-raplisze’ ‘11: wal TLToLs
w3np fEeo By hbeséime streight »css, In the lpm af about, oze ﬂ.zu'h iz oo
uulu u'!.ﬂin;pil“d ‘T wee wishing Tl the tim ID b % ae

. far ie arsl acconds afzer the res- ¢T the.erew had lo#y 1;!-.1 e
“izuatds tps tios 44 ddsaipesrsd 't ngcteloed 1ts cherp ire eod dol)e te

L]
..I.

- 8¢ . ok 3% wee DO -&a.aﬁ' thit disso)ved ; ung the sijesrenos <5
.;'.'._1..'.'.',',.‘--.-.;.._ s, S o . e A

; .
= miznt, 042 the: I arbe hed cundﬁli:.bh smperience, lid.Ll daar

ar a-*-l.n;; a3 27'n, o7 .antineting Eistenoss whnre there it Ty b R d
Castpiy and ) s au:t moe! this msx » Large lh’w-ut-’b-ﬂ dbatamon e

; ‘n.-l. . — ‘. '{)g 1-1..-‘ e i
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“To: Clarenge 1, Johassn i o Tate January 1, 1954 ¢
Ny . ) . - . it '
- Prem: Feohe Col=an geut. T2=23 lant 2-1* *© Ext, 8-218%
T N suefiets” SLYING SHU Tems ' _ : i e e

-t This ie .m m: m.u'., = my experiance of witeessing the presence of an :bj-l:t in °
ey the siy: I #as Aying-in the Lodkhesd WV-2¢ airplane wish Mr. %. 1. Thores, Mr !
Jaceph ware, Mr. Eoy -!.:-r' plua other meabuers of the Flight Test Group. The E‘:r .

three individuals mentioned anc I ware in the pllot's comoartment of the a..'."p....l,..&
at sporoxingrely 5:00 pom. on ‘r.he nieht of fmm. Decestar 16, 1%55.

Walle fipicg off 426 cosst 4n t.he ﬂn.‘mit:, iof Sprta Monles, I se™zn cbject ap- el &
parently .:tuxﬂ..; s:i11 in the alr off toe coast, in ':hn_qcinu of Polnt Muzu. ~ °
de were [lying st 15,000 ft,, and to e test of ny judgzrect the cbiect vas at
toe spne altinde. 'rr- g=ject appesred a= & thic Blage lina, glving & firet reec- . -
) - tion 37 a+B-J% type airplene, hesding straight toward us and silsoustied szalngt
. s bright I:ut;rcud The ‘backiround wes trigt dus %o the fset thet the son was
fust settlsp, The solect sptrareg not to aqve while we progress®d with sur tests.
Far g -Tew momentis we ..l.h'hid the alrlare Eoum thke sTlect hut. cid not anparently
changs =ur dstasce seMicimtly o0 ¢t =y shange' of ¢=-ru:i.w. T mtiste that B
the oblect #as mverine in cur sight fer ebout 2h wiru -l:- Toerea it sod-
derly lu-lenu- dee weet and '* a tims, in the order af 10 seccnds, ;hg.p:u:ﬂ

from view.™ : ral _ o : =t

The foilowinz'dsy !t was revealed ¥ad Mr. Clgfence 1. Johmaon ag seen the. lden- . ;
sical wbiect widle standing an the emound a® hls racch. Tils oolncliecce 18 in- b
' <erez+ing. The differeace in the cositices, both borisorntally Srz vertically '
Betwesrn us 1-dicete that the object hed -u;i‘iciem depth t¢ elimirate t'e gosai- ’
tility that it was a cloud phenceeson. The similarity of the explm:siions of the. .
shzpe and actisns af the object ia mimargsble. However, the bleckress =ade 1t .
impossible Lo ciscemn atytmung bt “toe bmir wtline. : . | i

¥ [

TR el b

" ¢ ke : - Put A
’ Chief Aerodromics Ingineer



‘d E

< At about 6100 PE we ware over tﬁp h‘t.l_.ll.'!i'sfﬂ!:li arem (beivean Avalon = ,

- ¥
% i
L
...
:'*‘- . d ¥ T ‘_ ] =
. THTS PAGE IS UNCLASSIFIED ‘ : ; e
LCGCXEKED "AIRCEBAPT CORFORATTOXN ST,

© -+ T, CALIFORNLY DIVISICON ; TS . |
e : : A NV, 0, : {
Tor  C. L. Jobma Junsry 11, 1954 3

" oai Intre-Flight Test Mles

—_— -

Proca P Tare, drn s  Me25 3-8 Ba2980 .

=

Subjr FLYINO BATCERS,
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o Deosrber 16, 1963, I was aboard V-2 sirplise, LAC 4301, with 3oy ;
lil=oar as pllot, Redy Thorss as.Co-pilot, Charlie Grucez as Flizht <o
Engloedrs FRI] Colmem vas aleo io the occkpit. .

iod Palos Verdes hills) at 1B000-1£000 ft., oo top-of a seattored to
breken overcast, Thé hordsem was ell defided ¥ the rays of the setticg
‘pomm, and the sky above the sveroast wag, slear, Coaie

'l
L LY

Cur attoction wis drom to wias locknd’ like ¢ larpe airplese off to the ] :
Fights . ¥ were rouwhly paralloelids tfe comst &t the %ime, end Roy, I .
thiok, senticoe?, “There's a flying sauycer”. Te have kidéed Roy a pood

Sl ‘about flying ssusers sioee the night ebout two yoars ago v he |

and 3ob laird were ic 19515 snd siphted soor 11zkts over Catalina, Taese a3
lights repertedly steoed still for & nille sp? moved arcumd over the ¢
1-}3.:»1 and (ipaily disappearesd. . L :
I wms standing etheer the ‘pilots and cbiecved the obJect out of the e :
pile®s windew in' 4301. : Phil Colman's attentics was alap drem to the ' "1

| object. Rudy, who s flyiog at the. time, turned sromd-ecd heatied

“oward the objeat. DuPing his tice, it lm'r s be staticnary, althoush H~"\-
Pe 2id tot sppear- to ovértaks 1t gt all. My First thousht was that 1% - :

.was & large alrplase, possibly a G124, ut aftor l:okin: more alosely,
=it .a00med o look meore }m & large objest cithout wings with a.maxiresy

thickeess in the middls taporing to=ard-elther sida. I sculd mist dlstingileh
fromt or reer on-the objeot. '.IS soc =ed £ be somothat above us azmd Lo

the Wee=, over tho wotar, possitly in the vicinity of Samta Bartars Islsnds,
Afiar 1saking A% ths objeot off and @ for sbouf fi7c ninutes, it beoame . i
apoergnt Shos it mos soving emy froo uws asd ip Just. & riouts or too it )
complately disappesred, ‘As It wos disapwaricg 1 locked &, it off sad e

- &zt gradually T could nou ese it at all, 3oy wacchod it ocetimubusly aud .

oould sbo ‘t after I kad loss si 'kt of it—be adtually observed it cen~ f
tizucusly * believe, It dissppeerst {7 & pmepally westnmrc direction : I
(tomrd tRo sbttin: sub), - s £ § =

: 3've basn iaterested 1= Tlying stgoers, part loularly svor sinos ooe evoning

€uring the 1GE1 Christoms helideys. I was pu.ting cp & DA on By
roof oz 1 looked cp toward the north over the hille behind our homs sod
eaw & large airculsr object, aparently statlomary., The timp of day was
about duak-dnd I matehodthe objest lor sawcral mlustes and called Leslie
0z’ a zeighbar, Mr. lurphy, who alse 1woked &t {3, I caatimued working e

;o ¥ TV antewna, plaseing st the objqoet mow and then, =ith more and mors

. | .
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‘tine betweon glances, and fimlly tos object wRe 300, {HV
" There 1 & small airstrip st Glent Rock, scd I hate vial%ed the group of '« .
* pecple there vho have dovited their 1ife to flyin; 2acoers. - They bavs
ceny photo-raphs and books oo the(Eybleat, ond fijuratively eac a=2 sleok
sausors, =0 : = o
; e g
: o
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