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A T CAPITAL AIRLIMES' PILOTS SEE ACROBATIC NICHT LIGHT
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The sighting which follows is of particular interest because it was made by

an expert obeerver - & veteran airlime pilot - who was formerly extremely skeptical
on the subject of flying saucers. In fact, in 195) Captain Hull wrote an article
for w magazine titled "The Obituary of the Flying Saucers.,” We reprint,

pe on, a 8lightly condensed excerpt from the letter to CSI Fresident
John Du Barry in vhich he described hs experience.)
from

On the night of Noveaber 1L, 19556 I was flying a Viscount at high altitude

Kew York to liobile, Alabama. Ve were above a layer of clouds which were occa-
sionally broken, giving us a glispse of the ground now and then. At 10:10 p.m.

E.S.T., when only sbout &0 miles from Hobile, my co-pilot Peter MacIntosh and I saw

what we thought was a brilliant meteor. We were flying scuth-scuthwest and it fell

across our path from left to right, first becoming visible at the top of the wind-
has wonderful visibility upward,) It decelerated rapidly,

Just as any moteor does vhen entering the denser layero of thy earth's lower atmos=
wo expected to see it burn out with the customary flash, which pilots

often ses, but which people on the ground are often denied.

rnation when this brilliant light did nmot burm out, but

Verms when this planet is at its brightest

magnitude, Pete shouted "Mhat the bell is it, a jet? His first thought, of course,
fighter which had turned sharply away from us

its glowing tailpipe. Instantly I
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I quickly grabbed my microphone and called the Hobile Control Tower. "Bates

Tower, this 4is Capital 77! Look ocut toward the north and east and see if you can
soe a strange white light hovering in the sky.”

"Capital 77, this is licbile Bates Tower. We are unable to see much of the
sky because of a thick cloud cover, Do you think the object is in cur vicindty?™
" i g s
"Affirmative., It looks 1dke a brilliant white 1izht bulb’ about one tenth
the size of the moon, It is direotly ahead of us and at about our altitude, or
slightly higher, ' are richt over Jackson, Alsbama and have descended to 10,000
feet, Ploage initiate a call to Brookley Field Towar (Air Force Fiold 20 miles
southeast of Bates Meld) and ask the controller if he can see it on their big ra-
dar soope,” (We did not have the military frequency crystals im our tranmitter
to work Brookley Tower,)

Just after this exchange, the object began to maneuver., It darted kither and
rising and falling in undulating (light, making sharper turns than any knomwn

gireraft, socetines changing direction 90 degreas in an instant, All the while the
oolor resained constant, a brilliant blue-whits, and the object did not grow or les-
sen in aisze, iacIntosh and 1 sat there completely flabbergested at this unnerving

g

the object was dead ghead of us and putting on its performance in an area whose arc
was not large enough to enable anybody in the cabin to get a view of it out the side
windows, After a half mimute or =0 of this danoing, unorthodox flight the object

i

suddenly becams motionless assin and hovered dead still. Wo were simply confou
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by this,

_— Bates Tower called back. "Capital 77, we are trying to raise the Srookley
I"ln'

Right at this moment the strange light began another series of craxy gyra-
tions, lasy 8's, square chandelles, all the while weaving through the air with a
sort of rythmic, undulating cadence, the likes of which neither Pete nor I had ever
seen., Then, apparently content at the consternation which it had wrought, the ob-
ject shot out cver the Gulf of Mexico, rising at the most breathtaking engle and
at such a fantastic speed that it diminished rapidly to a pimpoint and was swal-
lowed up in the might,

This unearthly exhibition probably went on for at leasu two minutes, accor-
ding to our best judgment. I glanced at the clock and noted it read 10:12.

The most puszling thing about the whole cccurrence, aside from the dancing
flight, was that the object, whatever it was, had remained at the same distance
from us throughout the performance, How do we know this? It never increased in
were boaring down on it at more than 5 miles a minute in the Vis-

was in view two mirutes and performing in one area we should have
at least ten miles closer to it, HNow, any object that flies certainly looks
different when viewed at such a great variance in distance. So this UFO must have
managed to remain at the same distance from us throughout the entire display.

If you kmow southern Alabama you know that it is pretty desolate country, with
oenly a few small hamlets betmgen liobile and Lontgomery up in
middle of the state, '/e were above tha clouds, precluding any reflections of
searchlights from below, I have seen hundreds of advertising searchlights playing
on clouds, and this was nothing remotely related., Likewise I mm summarily ruling
out sircraft (at least the ones we know), balloons, missiles, or any other earth-
launched device within my ken. The one vhing which I can't get over is the fact

that when it came, it dowrorard; when it departed after its amasing
uh::um. went ask you, John, is this machine based
on sarth

I followed up on this spectacular sighting after landing at Mobile. The con~
wwnmuum“nmmm;:mﬁmy.mmummun
had progress, the surveillance
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of your menbers would like to know my bsckground, you may give it
as eynically critical of



