to the Hypervelooity Impaoct Conference
Eglin Air Force Base, April 27, 1960)

I find it intriguing that at such
gathering as this I, an astronomer, shou
__-adaress you, not on the subject of satellite tmcl;in;—-
my work for the past four years—nor on stellar spectro-

distinguiuhcﬂ

' scopy, stellar evolution, nor on the expanding universe—

all topics to which I could do some manner of Justice— )
but on Unidentified Flying Objects. Not that I am not E: %{
‘qualified to speak on this topic., Perhaps, if I may be. 1é‘

permitted to say so without incurring the charge of
immodesty, I am uniquely qualified in all except one
way to speak to you—and that c:uai:tinn is simply that
I have never seen a UFO. But I have had as much u:par.:lenna,
I daresay, as perhaps almost anyone with UFO's on their

owvn plane of existence. And on that plare they are a.u ru.hl_f
as rain, That plane is that of reports—for as far as

any of us here are concerned-—unless some of you in the
audience have had personal experience—tiey exist for you
and me simply as report®.

~MORE~
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This sighting was but one of a great many that took
place during the great airship episode of 1897-—the ship
that was sighted and its progress watched all the way from
San Francisco to Virginia. A look at the newspaper files
of that day will recount the events. '

Let us come to more recent times: Again—Ilet me remind
you that as before we are dealing at the level of reports.
These are nothing but reports I bring before yuu-—and'un
their level of existence, they are -real--that is-~-real
reports. |

November 2, 1957, Levelland, Texas: At 10:50 the pniicu.
--tntim mnuived a. call from a local farmhand and part-time
barber, Pedro Sauuedu (a symbolic name), and his companion
Joe Salaz, The story: Ve first saw a flash of light in ‘the
field to our right, and we didn't think wuch about it—then it
rose up out of the fleld and started toward us, picking up
speed, Vhen it got nearer, the lights of my truck ﬁunt out
and the motor died, I jumped out and hit the deck as the
thing passed directly over the truck with a great sound and
a rush of wind. It sounded like thunder, and my truck rocked
from the blast. T felt a lot of heat. Then I got up and
watched 1t go out of sight toward Levelland,

Saucedo saild the object was tnrl-pedu' shaped—1ike a rocket—
and estimated it as 200 feet long. Afraid to return to Jevelland
for fear of encountering it again, t;h?a two men drove on to
thiteface, ten miles west of Levelland, where they phoned
in their report. Although Ssucedo sounded terrified, the

~MORE -
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officer on duty did not at that time take the report
seriously.

But an hour later the police got another telephone report.
Jim Vheeler, about four miles east of Ievelland, had seen a
blazing 200-foot egg-shaped object sitting on the road ahead
of him, At the same time, his car lights went out and his
~motor died, The object rome and disappeared. A few mimutes
later came a call from Witharral, ten miles north-northeast
of Levelland; Jose Alvarez reported that his lights and motor
had gone dead as he drove near a bright, agg-nhapodh_;baaut on
the road. At 12:15 a.m. Frank Williams of Kermit, Texas,
reported a similar encounter in the same area. While the
officials were out investigating—and, incidentally, reporting
strange lights themselves—the police station received a call
from James long, who reported that at 1:15 a.m. he had been
driving on a farm road five miles N,l, of Ievelland when he
came upon a 200-foot-long, egg-shaped mass that glowed like
a neon sign. His engine coughed and died, and his lights
went out. As he got out and approached the obJject, which
was less than a hundred yards away, it ‘Suddenly took off
straight upwards, After the object was gone, his engine
started easily.

These engine stoppings, we remember, also occured 1in the
French incidents. The next day two more witnesses reported
to tht police th.it they had encountered a UF0. Texas Freshman
was approaching lLevelland at 12:05 a.m, when he noticed his
.mt:err Jump to discharge and haok-—i;han h‘riu' motor quit “. ir

=-MORE -
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it were out of gas—and the lights went out. He got out and
looked under the hood but could find nothing wrong. Turning
around he saw on the road ahead an egg-shaped object with a
flattensd bottom—1like a loaf of bread and glowing not as
bright as neon. No portholes or propellers were visible.
Frightened, Wright got back into his car and tried to atart
it, but without suocess. After a fuu'uiﬁuttn. the egg rose
almost straight up, veered slightly to the north and dis-
appeared from view in a "split instant.” After it was gone,
the car started normally.

And now, let us come up almest to the present, This .
month (April at LaCamp, louisiana, there was a sighting
which bears some relation to those in France., There was,
unfortunately, only one visual witness but several auditory
witnesses, The object or object—but witness says one object—can
silently out of the north, and the attention of the witness
was first attracted by loud e:plnliﬁn: and a bright firey
red light at ground level about two or three hundred yards
away. Witness stated that the object and light combined had
the. size of a nickel held at arm's length and that 1t appeared
to circle, bounce,then turned and went off into space after it
had made a number of momentary chqttutu with the earth. The
Qntir- phenomenon lasted only two or three seconds, but when
daylight was avallable again pictures were taken of the
impact points. On five of these, paint ﬁf metallic sub-
stance had soraped off but no other physical evidence

-MORE-
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Ject, Jone’y Avritness:/said):
flew. around with a-* »great-sound
and mh. wind;’> htm,.uﬁnial‘s
and the ﬂlpuﬂrnd, M“.l-""

Newstabn'and authumles h:d
reportsiot’ sightings:s, over: s
wide . West - Texas - area. satu.r—
day and yesterday...: 5 ff

Peace officers nnn:lriuz areas
where  landings.were- reported;’
were. unable: to:find any. trace:l”
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"-'1. '.r*\-

rea

10ve nTexas

Harﬂn -18, a Lavel-
land ; truck’.driver; “said |'bis
truck ¥ enginesidied : ;andsthe:
lirhta,wmtqwt&"whm a-big
Fballzof! ﬂ:ﬁfﬂmppedmn...tha
‘highway™.: aﬁh of “-here “early,
L yesterday> Young- Martin® said
the object changed to-a bluishy;
green ‘color=when it. seliled on.
the highway, then .changed to
& :fireball- again when it rosp
stﬁ:ttht up-and disappered..

WAL f;,amnu Reports -
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Pedro- Saucedo, 30, a farmb

men,
farm near: the Pettit commu-

inity {west of ‘Here, . Saturday|
nizht) with a friend, Joe Salaz.
when. we- first' saw the thing.,
IWe first.saw a flash of light in

didn't think much about it-
,ﬂ.rSI.'u_\'-,-h'- - ,LJ:‘.-* e _q}_.l_, mf#f'
: Trucks: Go-Out -

i "When it got Dear, the ll.a.'hh

icause I was afraid: I called:
i Joe, but -herdidn's :tt.nul.'l'tm

| thing passed: directly over: my {,

 truck. witha great sound

'a rush of wind. Jt sounded- ltke:

' thunder-and my' truck-rocked
i from the blasé. Ffeit q{m
hat Theryt E; "gok op:;

| waiched: i£>go. ous “of’ ﬂsl:::
(towasd Levelland” " 7

i Mr. Saucedo,: a-Kuan
vereran.: sald - 16 m.tw

~tmped” or Ilhu;"i rnchi;"

“much.jarger. -

a ficld: to-our "righk) apd. -we:

Hwﬁl Wright.a Texas Tech

hand and part-time: barber;student.from: here, reported 2
here, told.-officers and-mews-isimilar: n-mmm also east. of
“I was driving out. to al

“-Police-. P‘ah'ulman A J Pow-
ler said-Mr: Saucedo,and about
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LEVELLAND, Tex.— (# = Re-
ports of a mysterv object which

|
|

¥ 4 | one witness said [lew around with

_, ! 2-"'great sound and rush of wind"

n- | had officials and the public puz-
r:iud today.

| MNewsmen and authorities had
_ireports of sightings over a wide
.| west Texas area Saturday and

L
@ *}" sterday. -
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Peace officers checking areas
landings were reported
{were unable to find any trace.
Reese Air Force Base officials
‘here declined to say whether an
menst:gatmn was being made. .
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Pedro Saucedo, 30, a farm hand
and part-time barber here, told
officers and newsmen, “I was
driving out to a farm near the
Pettit community (west of here)
Saturday night with a friend, Joe
Salaz, when we first saw ,ﬂp
thing, We first saw a.,,ilish Jof
lizht ia a field~to ott¥right’ and

we tida"t think Hiuch about f at
first.

“When it got near, the lights
of my truck went out and the
motor died. I jumped out of the
truck and hit the dirt because I
was’ afraid. [ called to Joe but
he didn't zet out. The thing passed
d:rectly over my truck with a
~reat sound and a rush of wind.

L[t sounded like thunder and my

truck rocked from the blast. I
feic 2 lot of heat. Then I got up
and watched it go out of sight to-
ward Levelland,” he said.

. Saucedo, a Korearn War veter-

1 A N i 1]
| an, said it was “torpedo shaped

ror like *“a rocket,”” but much |4
laraer,
Ronald Martin, 18, a Leveiland

truck driver, said his truck en-|/

Pinu died and the lights went out

“when 3 big. ball of fire dropped | ]
“on the highway’’ east of here early |
Martin said the object|

| changed to a bluish green color
when it settled on the highwny,
then changed to a fireball again

i@ | when it rose straight up and dis-

:'l

-3
'student from hare,

1ppeared.
Mewell Wright, a Texas Tech
reported a

| similar occurrence also east of

Levelland,

Police Patrolman A. J. Fowle
said Saucedo and about 14 other
who called in reports of the objec
sounded upset and in some case
terrified,

*They seemed to agree that thi
something was 200 feet long
shapea like an egz and was li
up like it was on fire—but look
more like neon lights,” he sai

“They said it was about 200 fe
in the air, and when it got clos
car motors and lights would g
off. - Everybody that called wa
very excited,” he asserted.

Sheriff Weir Clem said he sa
a brilliant light in the distance buf

didn’t get close enough for a gooa,

look. Highway Patrolmen Lee
Hargrove and Floyd Cavin re-
ported seeing similar flashes in

the sky in about the same area

and at the same time as Clem. All
were riding in separats cars,
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FINAL GALLEY PROOF

Galley 87—=THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS

the Harvard-Smithsonian Observatories to cover Moonwatch obser-
vations of the new Sputnik gave a sketchy summary of the inci-
dent to Dr. Menzel, who also concluded that Sancedo might have
seen an unusually bright meteor and, startled by its brilliance, might
accidentally have killed the engine. Lacking news of Sputnik II,
the reporter sent in a facetious story asserting that, according to
the director of the Harvard College Observatory, the flying eggs
were mirages that so frightened the drivers that they reacted by
pressing a “nervous foot” on the accelerator and killing the engine.
When the weather conditions at Levelland became known, of
course, the meteor theory was immediately discarded. Dr. Nininger,
of the American Meteorite Muscum in Arizona, made the best guess
of all: Saucedo had observed an example of that rare phenomenon,
ball lightning [6]. _

Within a few days an Air Force investigator visited Levelland
to study the incident. Members of civilian saucer groups complained
later that, since he spent only seven hours in the area, he had ob-
viously not taken the problem seriously and could not have found
the correct solution. Even seventy hours of labor, however, could
not have produced a clearer picture. Saucedo had unquestionably
had a frightening experience, very much as he originally described
it. But as in many UFO sightings, most of the other reports had been
stimulated chiefly by the general excitement. Three persons, not
“dozens,” had seen the phenomenon near the ground. Some ten or
fifteen others (including the sheriff) had not observed it at close
quarters but had merely seen brilliant flashes of light in the sky.

After studying the weather reports and the descriptions given
by the various witnesses, the Air Force issued an explanation, un-
fortunately ambiguous because it omitted the necessary word
“either,” stating that the phenomenon observed at Levelland had
been “ball lightning or St. Elmo’s fire.” Supporters of the saucer
theory seized on this ambiguity to protest, correctly, that ball light-
ring and St. Elmo’s fire are two different phenomena. They went
on to conclude by some process of peculiar logic that neither ball
lichtning nor St. Elmo’s fire was involved and that the phenomenon
had actually been a flying saucer.

Saucer publications have printed thousands of words to support
this argument. The evidence, however, leads to an overwhelming
probability: the fiery unknown at Levelland was ball lightning.
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1 - MROVEMBER 1957 SIGUTINGS

~ LOCATION : ' OBSERVER
Brezil (nnﬁl mrssm:.) Civilian
,hhﬂ |+ Ciwilian
Heslet , California 5 Civilian
_ Bev Orleans, Louisiana Bessums
Huntington, West Virginia Cooper
-Detroit, Michigan Jaoes
Atlanta, Georgla : Dupuy » g
-~ Swansea, Illinois - Roever ,
Canadian, Texas . Calvin ,
Brooktondale, Few York Shearing '
Ft Vorth, Texas - : Coffaan, Thozpson
Atlantic Ocean Military
"Levelland, Te Wity § o0
» White m. Mexico Multd
Belmar, New Jersey ' Slade .
. - long Beach, Bew York Merl, lang -
L Asbury Park, Bew Jersey . - Sandler
~ Gregnville, Alabazma . - -Poole , :
Tuscon, Arizons : U Multd  Partick
Mount Dora, Florida " Berblin
" Dunedin, n?ru. , ) Pratt, Davies
Oro Grende ﬂumwmh,hvﬂﬂmﬁhhl
Astoria, Missouri Follcppe
- Mitchell Field, Long Inllnd lev York Tortorello
. Marietta, Georgia Simpson ' 3 1

: Benley
- Kirtland AFB, Nev MexicofoAss uﬁ)nuuu Noreno
‘Ore Military Schultz

, El Puso, Texas . Burton
Cayucos, Californis | ) Harrington
Moisant, Louisiana tluw-
Atlantic (Jamaics, Miast) Vesterveld
thﬂhﬂ,hvhnmam‘ntﬂn? Oreer, Kaser
: RADAR
; ADDITIONAL REPORTZD (NOT CASES)
DATE  LOCATION 4 , Soumce
v Unfjerss _ ' Bclence News Ltr
2 Mountsin, North Carolina * Kevsclipping
3 _ri.lh’ . - . m =
s Itaipu Fort, Brezil Bewslcipping -
: I'nd:lt.k. Alaska m;uwm
|

Park, Illinoie ~»+ HNewsclipping
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