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Maroh 16, 1959

office of Publio Information
Department of the Air Foroce
Wasghington 35, D. C.

Gentlemen:
Please refer to my letter of Jamuary 35, 195°9.

On January 38 I regeived News Releaae O, 83=58 of January
22, this year, conoerning the Air Foroe UFO Study. This ig not,
of oourge, &n ANswWar to my letter, in whioh I requested gpecifio
information, repeated as ollowag for your conven noe:

"I would greatly approoiate the soquisition of the baslc
detalls concerning thesd two oases that were congldered "
I realize that Alr Foroe polioy requires deleting the namés of
witnesses and certain data gongidered classified pertaini 11
radar and airoraft. However, such data as the date, loocationm,
muzber of objsota, and gize and shape of the objsots, would be
quite gatiafactory.

wyarious papers in Indiana ocarried an extremel :I.ntqrasting
UFO observation made in the early morning hours of Ootober 3, 1958,
I d

by the orewmen of Freight #91 of the Monon H.nruo..-;mrz'—%ﬁa'fﬁ
geeing four digo-shape gbjects in gentral Indiana that pla od
"tag" with their train ¢or over an hour, What was the Air Force
conolusion for this cagel”

I would appreciate having a definite answer %0 By queastions,

1 am send oopies of this l1etter to certaln members of

Congress, incl Genator Lyndon Johnson, whose atte
already been called to this matter. » Whose attention has

Very truly yours,
L@ﬂxtfuzg yii Y:Lﬁfiﬁl
Herbert 8. Taylor
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the dispatchers office in Lafayetle,  urjed the train crew lo be especial-
where (he train radio signals are ly watchfol between three and four
monitored, and Bumker Hill has  o'clock in the morning.

e

UFos SERIOUS BUSINESS

(Excerpt from statement issued by the
Defense Department, December 24, 1959}

Unidentified flying chjects - sometimes
treated lightly by the press and referred
to as "flving saucers" - must be rapidly
and accurately identified as serious USAF
business in the Fone of Interior., As AFR
200-2 points out, the Rir Force concern
with these sightings is threefold: First
af all, is the object a threat to the de-
fense of the U.5.7 Secondly, does it con-
tribute to techniczl or scientific know-
ledge? And then there's inherent USAF
responsibility to explain te the American
people through public information media
what is going on in their skies.

The phenomena or actual objects comprising
UFo's will tend o increacse, with the pub-
lic more aware of goings on im space but
still inclined to some apprehension. Tech-
nical and defense considerations will con-
tinue to exist in this area.

What is reguired is that every UF0 sight-
ing be investigated and reported to the
Air Technical Intelligence Center at
Wright-Patterson AFB and that explanation
to the public be realistic and knowledge-
=hl1a

Eeprintel B prewial permissiun fesan “Fote™  Mogaeinr
trabondifiod  Flime Ohjepis Fewswa Dammil Lo

Blug 524, Akwes 13, Ohin

Cucil Bridge, fireman en Mo, PY, wm
sae of frain orew who woiched UFDYS
M i & {ereer Al Feorce man wlih 450
[— hamvy hambai Hs and kngwi
what plana ook Ghe. “We ies plane
wrery night, bols of tham,” Bridge is-
gtz “These were &bl oirplanml™

UFO

BUZZES TRAIN

The Crew of Monon Ne. 31 had sirange compony on their way to
Indimmapolis—four companionable. curious TFO's

I'TNESSES IN Danville, Til.,

saw the things to the east a3
swifily moving lights. They paused
occasionally to dart away in a dif-
ferent dirsction.

Witnesses  near  Kokomo  saw
them as elfiptical lighted objects
that steeaked in from the morih At
trectop level, hovered for a few sec-

bgbr 31'“!1" &wﬂh‘fj

onds and then darted away, single
file, to the west,

The teain crew on Manon souths
bound freight Numbets g1 saw the
UFO's Lest of all. For them it was
a might to remember.

As usual Number gr was én
route From Monon, in north central
Indiana, to Indianapoliz. A few
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UFO BUZZES TRAIN

about have touched cdges so they
must have been somewhere around
4o [eet across the bottom.”

In answer to a question Bridge
saicl, “We had flashlights in the en-
gine and in the caboose. Up on the
head end of the train—in the cn-
gine where | wag——we Dlinked our
flachlights at the things and we
waved the lights, We thought we
might get them to come in closer.
They did come down over the train
a few minutes later, as Robinson
told you. but, of conrse, 1 can't say
they did it becanse we fashed the
lights at them. At any rate they
didn’t flash any lights back al us.”

Robinson said, “'In the caboose
we had a fAve cell sealed bean
flashlizht that throws a pretty cood
beam a long ways. When the things
came down and few right vp the
triccks behind the caloose, 1 grah-
bed that sealed beam  Nashhght
and shined it on them. As s00n 3§
the light hit them they jumped
sidewavs out of the heam, When
they zot back over the triacks 1
did it again and they scattered.
They acted like they didn't care for
that Tight at atl

“From the time Bridge frst ¢all-
ed ws on the radio until the last
time we saw them pear Kirklin
(about 38 miles northwest of In-
dianapolis} it was about an hour
and 1o minutes altogether, They
hung around the back end of the
train but after we shined the light
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on them they didn’t come in close
any more. While we were switching
at  Frankfort they staved away
back up the tracks, just hovered
there, until we moved on. Then
they followed us again, When they
finallv went away at Kieklin they
just zipped off to the northeast and
kept on going and we didn't see
them anyvmore.”

It was an astounding experience
the train crew of Monon Number
91 had undergone during that hec-
tic hour and 10 minutes ai the
freight lumbered across the Hon-
gier prairie. And it was mmportant,
ton, in the annals of such Lhings,
for s duration and because the
objects gave evidence of irtelligent
contral by dodging away from the
fashlight beasns,

The television interview  wilh
Cecil Bndee and Edward Robin-
son got an the newswires 1hat same
nizht,

On the following day they, along
with the other members of the train
crew, were notified by Monon offi-
Clals 1o keep quiet il they saw any
similar objects in the Tuture. Bunk-
er Hill Air Faree base near Koka-
mo, about 30 nales east of the scepe
ol this sighting. hid asked the rail-
road to contact the base al once
shoutd such objects augain appear,
According to officials of the Monon
at Lafavette, the Bunker Hill AF
base has installed a special line to




moments after three in the mom-
ing of October 3, 1958, the adven-
ture began. . . .

In the cab of the diese] locomo-
tive were three men—Harry Edke
man, the engineer, Cecil Bridge,
the fireman, and Morris iy, the
head brakeman, Cecll Bridge, a
former Air Force man with a3o
hours of beavy bomber time, tells
1he slory:

“lt was about 20 minutes after
three in the morning—Friday
moming, Getober 3rd. We bad jusk
pulled past a little spot called Was-
co. There's no lown there—just 2
kind af crossroads. It was there we
firet noliced the four lights in the
lk!:.bﬂ.dﬂimThr}rwmrnwhg
lLights, At fiest they looked lilkes:
slars but we realized they weren’t
stars becauss they were moving—
we could see that,

=They were moving in a sorl of
open ¥ formation. By that 1 mean
that there was no light at the for-
ward point of the flight, just the
tws “wings” with two Jights in each
toging ' —angled off at about 45 de-
prees from cach otber, [ must have
spotted them first. After 1 had
walched them for abuout w5 s8c-
onds 1 called them to the attention
of the ather men in the cab with
me. The engineer was Harey Ecke
man, and cur bead Lrakeman was
Meorris Ott. They watched the
Tights, teo.

FATE

0] am [amiliar with planes and
with their operations, bath as a fier
and an abserver. We all ape—all of
us on the train. We e planes every
night, lots of them. These things
were not planes!

o About that time the lights weer-
ed west. They crossed the tracks
ahead of the train—about 2 half a
mile zhead of us, we estimated.
They were moving pretty slowly,
too, aL mot more tham about 5o
miles an hour. Four big, white, soft
lights.

“Just the three of vs in the cn-
gine=Mr. Eckman, Ibe engineer,
Momis Otk and 1 saw the lights
at this time. We wore pulling 56
cars—thal’s a litile more than hall
a mile af cars—and because of the
angle at which these things were
approaching and becauss they were
0 low vight then, the boys in the
cabspase probably couldn't see them.

safier the Nghts crossed the
tracks in front of us Uhey stopped
andl came back. This time they
were headed east. They shot off to-
ward the exst and were gone 2 few
minates—out of sight—but when
they came back and we all saw
them apain [ torped oo the micro-
phone. We have radio belween the
engine and the caboose, T lumed on
the microphone and ealled the boys
in (he caboose and lold them what
we were watching.

vThe conductor was Ed Robin-
zon and the Ragman was Paul Sos-

UFO RUZZES TRAIN

ey, both of trdinnapalic. T talked
to Robinson and teld him what we
had seen. During the time we
weatched these things, from Wasce
o KirkEn, we did a 1ot of talking
an that cadie, The dispatcher in
Lafayette could hear ns, of course,
bot he onever el in, The boys in
the caboose got (he hest look at the
things, especially when they camo
right down over the whale train

(The irgin cree decided wal te
repart their wiusual cxperiende fo
the Afr Farce i arder o avaid b
jup  subjected  do ridicole.  Badt
Aridpe ond Roblmson felt that the
imeident deservnd fa be marle knisea
0 thew consarted o be fotervizmed
o Friday night, Qclobor 3, pver an
Indigmapolic telcwision  siolin.}

During the course ol that inlers
view Conductor Bobinson sabd:

] wag silting in the cupola,
ooking forward over the train
when Bridge called me on the sdio.
1 had alveady noticed the four gobs
of light Lut T couldnt make ol
what they were, They wete hall a
mite ahead of the caboose--the
whole lenpth of the train. A little
bit after he called me the things
went away and we didn't see them
for a few minutes . . . then all of
a sudden they came hack.

“Thiz time they came down over
the teain, a livthe way in hack of
the enging, They were coming to-
ward the caboose. That is, they
were =oing north and the texn was
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hoaded directly south,

“1% sy they were anly 3 enuple
af huncdred feet above the train as
they came towaril thi cabosse, And
they werew’t moving very fast—
maybe 30 or 46 miles in Wonr. It
was hard o tell—a fellow  just
doesn't police detadls like that uae
der the circumslances,

WPhe freight  train s poetly
noisy, of course, but T ddn’t hear
any other noise, like the roar an
airplane would have made. | think
they were silent. or nearly silent. at
least.

“Thee Rew vt Us one after the
ather—big, round white things that
looked about the color of fuees-
cent lights, kind of fuzzy aroani]
the ecdmes. Thew didut glare amel
they didn’t liche up ihings as they
went over. They just came back
taward ws, over the top of the cars.
ane alter the other, Then they went
on down the tracks maybe atother
hall a1 mile and seemed to stop.

wife and Sozbey wenl nul on
the hack plaborm where we could
coe them better. But they wece mel
ting peetty far brhind us, We cansld
epe their Tighis but 1 don’t remems
her whether they were Tanched up
or not. They wede jusl there, We
Lnow that, We could see them be-
hind ws. richt over the teacks.

“hen 1iey swune off away from
he tracks aml wenl [nal—very fast
—to e east. When they picked up
specel thelr light ot u dot ksrighter,

o e ——
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They got real bright and white—
fike stars, but a lot bigger and mov-
ing very fast.”

Cecil Bridge, observing the same
objects from the engine describes
what he and the engineer and head
brakeman saw:

iWhen these things shot back
over to the east of us they Lt up
much brighter than they were be-
fore. They turned in line, going
rorth or northeast and we noticed
that they lit vp in sequence—the
front one first, then number two,
three and four. They changed
course and came back past the
train. They were going in the oppo-
site direction to us when they made
this pass. I guess they were at least
‘a mile or two east of us when they
did iL

“They lit up twice like I told
vou: first number one would light
up, then number two and so on.
They did that twice as they went
past us travelling in the opposite
direction. We noticed, too, that
thelr color changed. When the first
lit up they were bright white but
when they slowed down Lhe color
changed to a kind of yellow, then
to orange when they went real slow
—a kind of dirty orange.”

Robinson agreed with this de-
scription. He added:

“We didn't sec them from the
back end of the train for several
minutes after they went away to
the east and turned. But the boys

FATE

in the engine were still seeing them.
I got back on the radio with Bridge
and he was watching them right
then. They must have circled the
train and gone north of us, real low,
because the next time we saw them
they came rushing up the tracks
right in back of us. They were com-
ing a lot faster this Lime—a lot
{aster than they had come back
over the train the firsl time.
“They were just above Lhe tree-
tops along the right of way, and
they had changed their way of fiy-
ing—their formation. This time
they were sort of flying on edge.
Two of them were on edge—the
two in the middle. The two on the
outside were Lilted at an angle both
in the same direction. The four of
them flew like that up the tracks
behind the train—a tilted one on
the east, two of them straight up
and down, (hen the one on the west
tilted just like the one on the east.
“\When they first came back over
the train we could sce that they
were round things—circular shaped
on the bottom. Then when they
flew up the tracks in back of us we
could sce—me and Sosbey—that
they were about 40 feet in diameter
and maybe 10 feet thick. The two
that were flying straight up and
down were just about over the
edges of the right of way and about
2o yards in back of the caboose.
If they had been flying flat down
instead of edgewise they would just
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& April 1959

Dear Mr. Taylor:
This is to acknowledge your letter of 16 March 1959 concerning

unidentified flying objlects, particularly an Indlana sighting of
3 October 1958.
The United States Adlr Foree has no record of this sighting.
Sincerely,

LAWREKCE J., TACKER

Major, USAF

Executlve Officer

Public Information Division
Qffice of Informaticn Services

Mr. Herbert S. Taylor
1587 Union Street
Brooklyn 13, New York
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