i i e AR A S S Rt S e R T

: HEADQUARTERS
FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY DIVISION

AIR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
WRIGHT-PATTERSON/AIR FORCE BASE, OHIO

REPLY.FO_. . S R -

ma;:m:&[& Col r-piend,

,,?!’E’E;‘Ef Elfip Report (UFO)

it fw *TD E (Colonel wm) N —
° # S
' 1 —On 6 April 1962 Lt. Colonel Friend, TD-E, visited DOD to participate
~~ in g briefing on the Air Force*s wmtdentified aerial phenomena program for )
Mr. Edward R. Trapnell, Assistant for Public Relations to the Secretary of
the Air Force, —Also present were Dr. J. Allen Hynek; Project Consultant,
== and Major C. R.-Hart, SAFOI-3b. Mr. Trapnell requested this briefing ===
after his interest in the matter was whetted by a statement by Dr. Robert
————— = Calkins, President of Brookings Institute. The gist of Dr. Calkins' state-
: ment —was—that it was-unfortunate the Air Force must suffer the bad publicity ¥
- associated with unidentified flying objects, with a suggestion that some 1z
private agency might relieve the Air Force of the problem.

——— 2, During the briefing Mr. Trapnell was informed of the origin of the pro-
: ~  gram, the Air Forte method of handling it, conclusions and recommendations
- regarding it by such groups as the Robertson Committee of January 1953, Air
o " _Force -conclusions after 15 years.of study, current problems, and recommen-
—————  dations for solving them. The foremost conclusion was that no evidence has

. become availlable to the Air Force indicating that UFO's constitute a threat
to national security or are interplanetary vehicles bearing life or intelli-
gence of ‘any sort. The outstanding recommendation was that definite steps
be taken to carry out the recommendations of the Robertson Committee; to

- yiz,_that the UFO program be stripped of the aura of mystery and put into
its proper prospective and that a program designed to inform the public
regarding UFO's be instituted. In the eyes of the lay public anything
— - associated with intelligence assumes an air of great secrecy; therefore,
it wassuiggested that the first step toward stripping UFO's of their cloak

of mystery would be to divorce the program from its connections with the
- intelligence community.

~3. Mr. Trapnell was amazed to learn that the UFO traffic today was three
times that of.the early years of the program and observed that this could
——————grow-into a life-%ime Job unless headed off in some manner. He stated that
T '~ -following a planned meeting with Mr. Zuckert, Secretary of the Air Force,
: . Dr. B. McMillian, SAFRD, and Dr. Calkins, Brookings, one of the following
S actions might ‘be taken. :

a. The UEO—program will be transferred to some agency such as NASA,
. HSF, or Smithsonian and pursued under an entirely different title such as
_ . - —Atmospheric Physics.
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b. Transferred within the Air Force.from technical intelligence to a
strictly sclengtific complex and contracted to some private organization,
such as Brookings. ’

c. Contracted to same private organization, such as Brookings, which
will make positive statements regarding the program and the Air Force's
handling of it in the past and make recommendations regarding its future,
‘i.e., disban the program completely or handle it as outlined in A or B
above, = R o e m— o w

k. Following his planned meeting with Mr. Zuckert, Dr. McMillian, and Dr.
Calkins, Mr. Trapnell plans to visit FTD with Dr. Calkins for an informal
discussion prior to a decision regarding the UFO program. No date has been
set for this visit. Mr. Trapnell suggested that the UFO files be-put into
order to allow transfer of the complete office at a moment's notice.

5. It 1s my opinion that it will prove very difficult, if not impossible,

to transfer this program to ancther agency because none of them want to
inherit the public relations problem that goes with it. The final solution
will probably be either to disbanlthe project entirely and allow the Air
Force to absorb it in the normal course of its overall mission or to contract
it to some private organization, the contract being monitored by some agency
within the Air Force's scientific structure.
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