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What's in the Sky, You Ask? 
 
New sightings of aerial phenomena in the Anchorage area, including strange flying devices and brilliant 
lights, were reported Tuesday, four days after a rash of reports from people telling of unexplained things in 
the sky.  
 
So far, no unidentified flying objects have been reported north of the Alaskan Range.  
 
A spokesman for the University of Alaska Geophysical Institute said there have been auroral activities in 
the past week which may have caused optical illusions. He pointed out the U. S. Air Force had investigated 
so-called flying saucer reports a few years ago, and had "pretty well disposed of the whole thing." 
  
The Eielson Air Force Base information office said the headquarters there had a responsibility for 
unidentified flying objects. No reports in this field had been made in recent days.  
 
From Anchorage, the Associated Press told of a report of an odd, piercing white light which seemed to 
descend from the sky and erupt like an explosion. The description was given by Mrs. Ed Ray, a housewife 
at 910 W. 16th Ave.  
 
Mrs. Ray said she, her daughter and a visiting friend saw the mysterious light about 10:30 p.m. Monday 
night.  
 
Mrs. Ray said she was seated in the living room of her home drinking coffee when the light — with the 
intensity of an arc light — was noticed.  
 
The Ray home is located on a bluff overlooking the Westchester area and the living room has large picture 
windows facing south.  
 
Mrs. Ray said she thought she heard a noise "like a buzzing sound" — just before the lights appeared.  
 
"Suddenly it was just blinding," she said. "It was up high — we all looked up — coming down into the 
trees. Then it flashed through the house and just before it went out the kitchen window there seemed to be 
an explosion, or flare, of great intensity.  
 
"It was brighter than looking right into a 1,000-watt bulb. We thought there might have been an explosion. 
We called police, but they didn't know anything about it."   
 


