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i DA ICATT 0N SZRVE
5 i LOCA OBSZRVER EVALUATION
G629 Mug Hamilton, Ohio - IHSUFSICIINT DATA
& Aug Waynesville, Ohio SRR INSUFFICIENT DATA
m@ Aug Pierz, Minnesota Astro (METEOR)
Q637 Aug Cbarlss City, Iowa - INSUFFICIENT DATA
G628 Mg Avon, New York Cther (MISINTERPRETATION
OF CONVENTIONAL OBJECTS)
AT rng HaxersZield, California R AIRCRAFT
; Auyg Albugusrque, New Mexico AIRCRAFT
/ Aug - Sept Yenkers, N. Y. INSUFFICIENT DATA

.ﬁu; to Deg, Houston, Texas Area (Ellington AFB) (one PAOTO) (Negative
equested, Not Rec'd) Carried as ONE file and evaluuted as Other {MISINTERPRETA-
TIOH OF CONVENTIONAL OBJECTS)

Gé32-1 Wect of Topeka, Kansas Other (CROUND TARGETS)

9633 1 Pictsburgh, Pennsylvania Other (UWRELIAGLE REPORT}
‘g’z 1 Chicago, Illinois SATELLITE

z‘ 1l Hereford, Texas Astro (METEOR)

D6 Kansas City, Kansas SATSLLITE

92637 Ent AFB, Colorado Astro (STARS)

9635 Iiaho Falls, Pocatello, Idaho Astro (MET20R) |

% Auburn, New York INSUFFICIENT DATA |

Fi. Worth, Texas SATELLITE |

Jey/ Kansas City, Missousi SATELLITE ‘

L Cuyahoza Falls, Ohio AIRCRAFT

Dayton, Ohlo 1. Austro (MARS)

2. Astro (3PICA)

Astro (METZ0R) '
Astro (SATURN)

Other (REFLECTION) |
Astro (METEOR) |

Kettering, Ohio

Kansas City, Kansas
Alexandria, Virginia
Albugquerque, New Mexico

28
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Florence, Arizona 1. AIRCRAFT

2. SATELLITE
Algadones, lew Mexico INSUFFICTANT DATA
Austin, Texas SATELLITE

Other (MISINTERPRETATION
OF CONVENTIOMAL OBJECTS)

Hoaolulu, T. H.

B

A Jy '1“’ l'ulpﬂllg
8 " 8

3 Broo<lyn, lew York IHNSUFFICIENT DATA
G333 Coloralo Springs, Colorado Astro (M2TECR)
965 3 Santa ina, California Other (HOAX)
W’j Grazory, Texas Astro (VENUS)
5% 3 Albiguarque, New Maxico = Other (FLARES/IFIREWORKS )
57 3 Sioux City, Iowa i AIRCRAFT
3 Schensctady, Naw York i Wil AIRCRAPT
%3 Chicazo, Illinois TR Other (IMAGINATION)
w} Laredo, Texas = AIRCRAFT
' 0/ 3 Cocoa, Florida Other (INVERIION/RIFLEC.
| TION ) (MIPAGE)
3 3alt Sprioga, California Eot Astro (MsI1EI3)
' 3“5] Honolulu, Hawali Multiple Astro (MUTEOR)
| 9“?’; San Mateo, Callforaila Astro (METBOR)
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ENGINEERING SUPPORT WORK REQUEST

ENGINEERING ANALYSIS PHOTO ANALYSIS MACHINE COMPUTATION

PPT NUMBER: 26010301

DESCRIPTION OF WORK: Request photo interpretation of the attached slleged flying
saucer newspeper clipping. This information is needed by 1500 hours,
22 Sep 65, as the Secretary of the Air Force, Office of Information must
be prepared to make a news release at 1530 hours regarding t is newsclipping.

REFERENCE MATERIAL: Newsclipping of photos allegedly taken 3 Aug 65. Request all
materiel be returned upon completion of analysis.

REQUESTED BY symeoL _TIER/UFO PHONE 69216/66378
o) F QUINTENITIE, JF

I CERTIFY THAT THIS WORK IS AUTHORIZED BY ME AND THAT IT HAS THE FOLLOWING PRIORITY AND
DEADLINE WITHIN MY DIVISION.

1500, 22 Sep 65 ) 22 gep 65
PRIORITY DEADLINE DATE SIGNATURE OF APPROVING DIVISION CHIEF DATE
ENGINEERING SUPPORT MONITOR ASSISTANT
FINAL WORK TO BE IN FORM OF :
D:umn:mus NOTE Dmnummu Dm REPORT Dnunma Drnnamu
WORK REQUEST APPROVED BY: DEADLINE DATE
WO THREE

P“IﬂmT* NUNBER DME D wWORK ORDER mUMBER

M
FTD :E:;FH 462 Previous editions may be sied
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RDEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON

OFFICE CF THE SECRETARY 6 pec 65

Dear Mr Rankow

The Alr Force evaluation of the three photographs of an
alleged unidentified flying object taken by Rex Heflin of Santa Ana,
celifornia, is based on enlargemente made from coples of the original

prints.

The camers wag probably focused on a set dirtance and not on
infinity as the terrain background was blurred in all three photo-
graphs. The center white stripe on the road and the object appeared
to have the same sharp image. Therefore, it is believed that the
object wags on the eame plane as the center white stripe (or closer)
to the camers and could not poesibly be the size reported, Using
the vidth of the road as a factor, the slze of the object was ertimated
to be epproximately one to three feet in diameter and 15 to 20 feet
above the ground.

Sincerely,

7  Commufity Relatiome Division
Mr Relph Rankow : Office of Information




RALPH RANKOW
,SZuingnainc~Jh&iﬁﬁﬂzﬁhnﬁ

1145 BROADWAY - NEW YORK I, N. Y. ° MU 4-6660

Nov, 30, 1965
Ma}. Hector {uintanilla, Jr.
Chief, Aerial Phenomena branch
Wright-Patterson AFB,
Ohio 45433

Dear oir:

On Oct, 28 th, I wrote to you, requesting information
on the Rex Heflin photographs. To date, I have never
received your reply.

I would appreciate knnwing the results of your photo
analysis and your reasons wur whatever conclusion you have

come to.

Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated.

Sinpﬁrely yours,
‘" g o /J

%éﬁ%f;f{k%ufﬁhf*‘"“'
h

p
L
" Ralph Rankow/



2ALPH RANKOW L[/ C
/9 Lnfagrup‘ic .gﬁgcjfmﬁm /’—_'

1145 BROADWAY =+ NEW YORK 1, N. Y. * MU 4-6660

Nov. 30, 1965

Chief, Publiec Information Div.
Dept. of the Air Force
Wasnington, D.C.

Dear oir:
Can you give me information on the following?

what was your evaluation of the Kex Heflin photographs
taken in California this past August?

How many photograpns did Mr. Heflin submit to you?

Has Mr. Heflin's character been checked into, to determlne
if a hoax is likely?

Thank you for the information,

3inegrely yours
-f'eff‘ 4 O 57 ; o
(& A Ay A
“ RaX¥ph Hankow



No Cass, Information Only Santa Ana, California
Source: Snuczr News, Vol. 12, No., 4 3 Aug 65
Dec 65

FLYING OBJECT CAUGHT ON FILW IN CALIFORNIA: On M'k%fm' county high=
way department investigator in Senia Ana, Califgrnis, took three phatographs
of & UFO which was flying near the Marine Corps Air Ferce facility thare. Ac=-
cording to the photographer, the object was close enough for him to be able to
estimate its dimensions. He said that it was 30 feet in diameter and 8 feet
thick, It was in sight for only about 15 seconds. g

The highway department investigator, named Rex Haflin, added that the
object made no sound, and had a beam of white light which rotated underneath
{t. He also stated that he tried to communicate by two-way radio with his sup-
ervisor, to tell him sbout the UFO; but he found the radio inoperative, though
-{t has worked well since then. This is apparently still another case of elec=
tromagnetic disturbances caused by the presence of UFls.

The pictures, which are in our files, were taken in broad daylight, but
ere not clear enough to reproduce here. They show a flat=topped object with a
tim below the main portion, something like a hat. Somehow we get a skeptical
feeling about these pictures, though Mr. Heflin has stated that he is willing
to take a lie detector test regarding their authenticity.

At lesst one other sighting was made in the vicinity of the Marine base
at sbout the same time as Mr, Heflin's.
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swoiger UFO Report
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OATE 3 August 1365

LeeATIon Santa Ana, Californla

PHOTOGRAPHY
af ® QUALITY e ——
P B - | t vestignting Report

- 1, PURPOSE:; This répurt is in response to work order No. 65-106 submitted by Major
Quintantlla, Jr., (TDEW/UFO) requesting photo analysls of attached three photographs
showlng alleged unidentlfied flying object. The following analysis was conducted from
throe cropped, blown=-up coples and not the orlginal prints. '

2. ANALYSIS: Although it is not posaible to disprove size of the object from the camera
information submitted and distances to the object quoted in the report by Mr, Rex E. Heiflin, .
- we fosl that the following s tho true case, The camera was probably focused on a set
distance and not on Infinity, os the terrain background was blurred on all three photographs.*
The center white stripe on the road and the object appeared to have the same sharp image,
Therefore, it {s felt thot the object was on the same plane as the center white stripe or
" gloser to the camera and could not possibly be the size quoted In the report, Using the
width of the road as a factor, it was pstimated the size of the object to be approximately
one to three feet in dlameter and approximately fifteen to twenty feet above the ground.

3. A test was conducted by the FTD Photo Analyst and Photo Processing personnel with the
results shown on the attached photos, The photographs_were taken ‘with a Poleroid Camera,
Model 110A using 200 ASA film. Focal length 123mm, aperture F3Z at 300th of 2 socond,
focused on & distance of 15 feet, The object seen in the photographs wag 3 9%.in diametar
vapurlziﬁﬁ‘tr“ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ_s"ﬁmﬁﬁ'ﬂr apﬁ@lm@:ﬂfa to 12 feet high at & distance from the

- camera of approximately 15 to 20 feet, The result of the test shows surprising similarities
Batween the object on the test photography and the object on Mr. Heflin's photography.

APPROVED EY;

.. PHD'I:F} ANALYSIS BY: . c E
Jira. o, 6.8 f‘?td,ﬁ /Zﬂt%ﬁz

FRANK E, MCPEAK ROBERT L,
Intelligence Research Bpeclalist Captain,“USAF /

Chief?, Phéto phal :/Dw
ST
PRICE,’JR. i

Dilrector,

VA OFr IUI AL USE SO {Phéto Exploitation Dlraci::nratai.




REPLY TO
ATTN OF:

SUBIECT ¢

TO!

| FICIAL USE 5t
& FOR Ci'FICIAL USE GNLY |

HEADQUARTERS

SPACE SYSTEMS DIVISION
AlR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
105 ANGELES AIR FORCE STATION
Air Force Unit Post Oflice, Los Angeles, California 20045

SSFA (Capt Reichmuth/643-3310) 30 September 1965

(U) Investigation Report, UFC Sighting, 3 August 1965, Santa Ana,
California

FID (TDEW) Attn: Major Quintanilia
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

1. Transmitted herewith are the results of the subject UFO investi-
gation conducted by Captain Charles F. Reichmuth, USAF, Space Systems
Division (8SFA), Los Angeles Alr Force Station, Los Angeles, Callf.

2. This report involves the sighting and photography of a UFO by
Mr Rex E. Heflin, employed by the Orange County Road Department,
offices located in Sante Ana, California. Original Polaroid photo-
graphs are not available as of this date, and will be forwarded when
and if made available.

FOR THE COMMANDER

= i..- _" -.f
i

Do

i 6 Atch
LiCalonel, USAF 1. Basic rpt IAW AFR 200-2
Assl Depuly for Fareign Technelagy 2, Narrative rpt and assessment

3. Copy of USHC G-2 (EL Toro
Marine Air Facility) Investi-
gation Rpt

4., 3 8X10 glossy prints of UFO

5. Zerox copies of Ateh b

b. Zerox copies of newspaper
articles re UFO

copy to:

8AFOI, Weshington DC, Attn: Miss
Sarsh Hunt, wf/Atch 1, 2, 3, 5 &6

FOR CHICIAL tias ey
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BASIC REPORT 1AW AFR 200-2
UFO, 3 August 1965, SANTA ANA, CALIFORRIA
1. Description of object:

a. Object has a basicaelly circular shape not unlike a man's
flat, summer strav hat (see photographs, Atch L),

b. Size of object: estimated to be about 30' in diameter with
a vertical dimension of about eight feet.

¢. Color was silver or metallic except for dark aress which
appearsd to be black.

d. One object only.

e. HNot spplicable.

f. See Atch k for details on features. Observer stated that when
the UFQ was tilted so that he could see the underside that he observed
& small, narrow, rotating beam of light which began at the center of
the underside of the object and ran to the outside edge of the object.
The color of the light appeared to be either whitish or metallic such
as that which could indicate light reflection from a relatively slow
moving propeller or other rotating blade. In photo Nr 2 there is 2
faint indication of such a lige running from the center outward at a
relative bearing of about » Officials in the G-2 office at El

Toro stated that the light line was clearly visible in the original
photo.

g. lione observed.

h. No sound heard.

i. See photographs in Atch k.
2. Description of course of object:

a. Object first noticed out of cormer of observer's eye while
driving an Orange County Road Department vehicle.

b. See photographs.

¢. See photographs.

ATTACHMENT 1
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Tnitiglly, object appeared to observer to be £iying on a
straight and level path in an ESE directlon at about 150' altitude
at a relabively low speed and at an estimated range of abous LFE
mile. Thvee vhotographs tulen wirile object wus on tuls Tlight vubin,
After rast onotosraph, ovject appevred to fwim to a northeasterl;
hieuding and accelerated while climbing sliglbly.

o. Observer's attention wes diverted for sbout o seconds ;
when he turned to ook Tor the UFO again it hed disappeared into
the haze.

£. Obgerver estimzted Lotal period of observation to be aboul
15 seconds. Based on test of observer's abllity to measure time, 1t
1s pelieved %he duration of sizhtling would be closer to 25 seconds.

3. lManrer of observation:
a. Grovnd - ¥isual.
b, ot apolicable.
¢. ot applicabie.
L., Time and date of sighting:
2, 3 August 1605, 18302 (1130 FDT).
b. Day.

5. Observer was driving vehicle on Myford Road (heading NME) and was
approximately 3/8 miles to the SSW of the Sania Ana (San Diego) Freeway,
which at that voint yuns from WHW to ESE direction. I Hellin stated
that he wes about one-fourth of the way from Robert Avenuwe to the free-
way on Myford Street, A check with the Road Department's official map
shows 1 'at the ctreets in thai area arve luid out in one-half wile
squares. This would subsbantiste Hr Heflin's estimate that he vas
about 3/6 mile from the freeway. DBused on the photographs, the G-2
investigator from E1 Toro went to the observation site and confirmed
that these distances were essentially correct. This is in the general
area of the city of Santa Ana and was within the flight pattern area of
the E1 Toro Maxine Corps Air Station, and ENE of the USMC Air Facility.

&. Tdentifylng information on observer:

Neme, Rex E. Heflin; age 37; date of birth, 18 October 1927; place
of virth, Ottwma, Iowa; address, 1107 W. Myrtle Street, Sunta Ana,
California (observer has moved to 1008 K. Parion in Santa Ana}; tele-
phone number, Avea Code 714, 543-5049.
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Occupation: Employed by Orange County Road Department as & high-
way traffic investigator. Mr Heflin has been with the department for
15 years.

Background, education and experience:

a. Completed three and one half years of college towards
Business Administration degree. OJT with Road Department - traffic
engineering, surveying, drafting, and inspection techniques with
varying degrees of experience in all subject areas. His supervisor,
Mr Herman Kimmel (400 W 8tk Street, Santa Ana, telephone number
547-0547), considers him best qualified as a traffic investigator.
Mr Heflin is also a former reserve police officer. He dmwopped his
police duties because of increase in responsibility with his job in

the highway department.

b. Mr Heflin's supervisors consider him to be a valuable
employed possessing a good personality (friendly, good-natured, alert,
mature, and normal in all respects). Based on a three am one half
hour interview with Mr Heflin, the investigating officer could find
no evidence to disagree with this estimate. Mr Heflin's supervisors
also felt that his experience as a traffic investigator and inspector
qualify Mr Heflin as an experienced, if not trained, observer.

T. Ueather conditions: See Atch 3 of basic letter.

8. There was helicopter activity to the south (behind) of the loca-
tion of Mr Heflin during the time of the UFO observation. Mr Heflin
did not look for or see the helicopter since this was a common acti-
vity, however, he could hear the helicopter operating. In addition to
the above weather conditions, it was confirmed that the weather was
generally sunny, clear overhead, but that a large amount of ground haze
existed which obscured vision in a horizontal direction or at angles of
elevation below 30°. Visibility in a horizontal direction was esti-
mated to be less than one mile.

9. No interception or identification action was taken on the date
of sighting, however, a check made by the Murine Corps imwvestigators
indicated that no UFO was observed on the Marine Corps Air Facility
radar at the time of the reported UFO observation.

10. See paragraph S.
11. Investigating officer was Captain Charles F. Reichmuth, USAF,

Director, Technical Support Directorate, Deputy for Foreign Technology,
Space Systems Division, Systems Command.

3
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12. Three photographs of the UFO were taken. Blow-up copies of the
original prints are included as Atch 4 to the basic letter. The photo-
graphs were taken with a Polaroid camera Model 101 which is & standard
item of equipment for Orange County Road Department officials. The
camera has a focal length of 114 mm (about 4.13% inches); has a vari-
able aperature varying from £8.0 to about £42.0; speed unknown but
variable; picture format 3 1/b" x 4 1/b". The camera is fully auto-
matic and utilizes a built-in light meter vhich automatically adjusts
camera speed and aperature. The only controls are a black and white or
color select and a shutter release button. The camera utilizes s black
and white film pack utilizing filn with a speed of ASA 3000

Chid A A

CHARLES F. REICHMUTH
Captain, USAF
Investigating Officer
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NARRATIVE REFORT AND ASSESSMENT

UFO, 3 AUGUST 1965, SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA

1. The following is based upon investigation conducted personally Dby
the Investigating Officer and from comments obtained from U.S. Marine
Corps investigators and various press representatives, and includes a
"guesstimate"” of the chronological evidence involving the UFO sighting
and the interplay of activities involving news media, the Maurine Corps,
the Air Force, and other unconfirmed agencles and officials.

2. At approximately 1130 hours PDT on 3 August 1965, Mr Rex E Heflin
was driving SSW on Myford Road to check out & matter (not identified)
pertaini g to his job for the Orange County Road Department. After
checkiry the item he turned his vehicle (Ford "van bus") around and
began to head MNE, still on Myford Road. He was still traveling at
only a few MPH (three to ten) when he first observed something out of
the corner of his eye, out of the left side window of the vehicle. At
first he assumed that it wos a lLelicopter until the object was almost
directly in front of his vehicle, Because of the unusual shape of the
object, Mr Heflin quicily stopped the vehicle and grabbed the Polaroid
camera which was on the front seat (SOP for traffic investigators), and
took one picture of the object through the windshield. (NOTE: Marine
Corps investigators determined that the object wus at a bearing of 10°
magnetic at the time the photograph was taken.) The UFO continued on
an course ut slow speced. Mr Heflin wa.s’_ahle to teke two additional
photographs of the UPO through the et Eor window of iis vehicle.
(HOTE: Marine Corps investigators estimate that the bearin; of the UFO
in picture nr 2 was about 90° magnetic, and that the bearing of the UFO
in picture nr 3 was about T0° magnetic.) This would indicate that
pietuwre nr 3 was taken after the UFO had changed course w a NE heading.

3. I Heflin's comment to the Investigating Officer varied somewhat
from those given to the larine Corps investigator. lowever, it is
believed that the undersigned conducted a more thorough luvestigation
and that lMr Hefiin's comments which are noted below are essentially
correct. Mr Heflin stated that he hed attempted to use his two-wuy
radio once or twice Just before he sighted the UPO and could neither
transmit nor receilve any cignal although the radio panel lights indi-
cated that the radio was operational. Detailed questioning indicated
that this definitely occurred before the UFO sighting and not during
the UFO sighting. Mr Heflin stated that af'ter the UFO had disappeared
that he ottempted to wuse lis radio and found that it was working
normally. He also stated that he had not had any other radio malfunc-
tions in the preceding weeks.

ATTACHMENT Nr 2
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b, Just after taling the third picture of the UFO, Mr leflin heard

a vehicle spproaching from the rear. Concerned that he might lave
perked in an awkward postion, he turned axound to see il tuere was
enou:h woud clearvance Lor the vehicle to pass him. MNoting that he was
on the shovlder of the road, he immediately bturned again to look at the
UFO but found that it had "discppeared into the haze".

5, The Investigating Officer lhas noted some skepticlsm on the part of
several individuals as to whether or not Mr Heflin could have observed
tihe UFO, stopped his vehicle and taken three photographs - all in a

15 to 25 second time period. A check was wade with people who are
Paniiiar with this particular model camera, and 1t was delervined Uhat
an experienced man could easily talke three photographs within a 12-
second time period.

5. At the end of the worlding day, Mr Hef’in returned to his ofTice
in the Road Departwent building and showed his photographs to several
co-workers. They were subsequently filed in a desk drawer. After a
fev days (and after several duplicate photographs, conversations,
comments, und generol bull sessions), a friend of Mr Heflin who is a
former employe of the Road Departuent convinced Mr Heflin that they
should $ry to sell the photographs to LIFE Magszine. The friend was
unidentified, however Mr Heflin's supervisor, Mr Kimmel, substantiated
this b:;.qhgi: the story. The friend called the LIFE Magozine offlce in
. 'ond ‘was informed that they were interested. Subseguently,
the friend mailed the pictures to the Los Angeles office and presum-
ably the photographs were forwarded to the main office in New York

(or Chicage?).

About two weeks later tlhe photographs were returned from New York(?)
directly to Mr Heflin without written comment. A% about the same time
the Los Angeles office telephoned Mr Heflin to say that the main office
had declined to utilize the pictures "because it was too controversial
at the time". Time passed and apparently more copies of tie pletures
were made and handed out to various friends and friends of Triends,
until most of Santa Ana was saturated with the UFO pictures.

One of these pictures was obtained by a druggist wio then apparent-
1y showed it to a friend, a customer who worked for the Santa Ana
Register. On or about 18 September, Frank Hall of the Santa Ana Regis-
ter contected Mr Heflin, borrowed the three original prints, returned
the originals to Mr Heflin, and wrote an article which was published
with the UFO picture (Nir 1) in the Santa Ana Register on 20 September
1965, Tyo of the three photographs were released by the Register on
20 or 21 September to UPI. One or both of these pictures and accompany-
ing articles were published by various newspapers on 21 September 1955.

2
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Mr Heflin states that at no time did he verbally agree to the re-
lease of the photographs or sign a statement of release. e also stated
he wished it had never happened.

On 14 September 1905, the G-2 office at the EL Toro Marine Corps
Afy Station learned thet the photographs existed and contacted Mr
fieflin on 18 September. See their report in Atch 3 to the basic
letter.

Mr lleflin stated that followiny: the publication of the UFD reports
on 20 or 21 Beptember, he received several telephone calls, including
apparent hoax calls and two bomb threats. He also received wwo addi-
tional calls: one Tron a yan who identiiied himself as u representative
of Doeing and the other who identified himself as a representavive of
NORAD. Accordin: to Mr Heflin, both callers requested that e comment
no more on the item "for reasons of national security", and that they
would contact him personally as sooh as possible. }Mr [leflin said he
wes guite concerued about all of the phone calls for several reasond;
tue prirmaryr one beliy; that his veleplone nuber was unlisted and that
he did ro% zuow how oll of these people uanaged to et his telephone
pumbey.  Alshoush kb lMleflin's nuwe was mentioned in the prese releuses,
ueither his address nor Fj:.‘eéepi;one number was mentioned. A cheel with
the Ovenge Cownty ibaag Department verified thet Mr Heflin's telephone
number is uwalisted.

The Marine Corps G-2 investigator who had borrowed the originel
prints of the photography from Nr Heflin returned them to him at noon
on 22 September. Both Frank Hall of the Santa Ana Register and Sergeant
Dolyak of the G-2 office confirmed that Mr Heflin had given them the
photographs without any hesitation, without attempting o verify their
stated positions by closely examining thelr credentials, nor did ke
asl: for any receipt for the photographs.

According to Mr Heflin, on the evening of 22 September a man in
civilian clothing visited his house, flashed an identification card,
and ammounced that he was an "investigator™ fron the Horth American
Defense Command". Mr Heflin said that he did not examine the man's
credentials closely but recalled that the man's I.D. caxd was in a
special cardcase apout 4"x5" (Comment: About the smm::lctéxﬂ carrying
case normally used by OSI, CIA, and other investigating officials.),
and that the single I.D. card appeared to consist of two sections - the
upper half being orange or pink in color, and the lower half being
blue or bluegreen in color in the dimness of the porch light. MNr.
Hef'lin stated that he gave the original prints of the photographs to
this man, aguin witiout receipt (11& beinz a trusting soul), and assumed

3
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that he would eventually get the pictures back. He told the investiga-
ting officer that he would forwnrd the photographs to SSD when they
were returned (if they are retwrned).

Initially, %he investipating oificer was noi able to contact
Hr Heflin directly. On 23 September the investigating officer went to
the Road Department offices in Santa Ana and asked how he could con-
tact Mr Heflin. About one hour's conversation ensused with Mr Heflin's
supervisor, Mr I{irmel, and one or two other officidls in the Road De-
partment. All vouched for Mr Hleflin's character, etc., etc., which is
deseribed earlier in this report. At 1600 hours Mr Heflin returned from
the field and the investigating officer interrgéed nim for about three
and ore hours, during which time most of the above infomation was
obtained.

It was also detemmined that following the UPI press release the
Road Department was swamped with telephone calls from all over the
United States, and reached such a point that the officials and Mr
Heflin hed agveed o tiie tollowing actions effective 22 September:

&. Tiat Mr Heflin keep his wvehicle radio off so that his
daily duties would not be disturbed;

b. That his telephone number would be miven out o all callers
vho were informed that they could contact him at lds residence after
1730 hours;

c. That in certain instances, appointments would be made with
the callers with Mr Meflin at his residence during evening nours.

One such appointment was made by a man who called the Road Depart-
encn and identified himself again as a Boeing representative. The
appoiniment was made for the evening of 24 September. During the
investigating officer's conversation with Mr Heflin, it was requested
that in the event that the Poeing oificial or the NORAD official
contacted dMr Heflin, he should obtain their name, office address, and
try to determine their official status. Mr Heflin stated that Le would
do same or that he would not talk to them. A subsequent cheek showed
that the "Boeing man" did not show up.

Based on the imvestigatiug officer's conversations with Mr Heflin,
it appeared that he was & normel, upright and tolerant citizenm. TFrom
all appeerances he is not attempting to perpetrate a hoex. DBased on
knoyledge of Mr Heflin's testimony to the Marine Coros investigutor,
it was obvious that some of the minor points in his story had changed.
Ilowever, hio basic story remazined very consistent. It is believed
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thab the diserepancies in Mr Ileflin's statemants were due to both of
the following; reasons:

a. The Morine Corps investigation was generally cursory while
this investipating officer went into detalied questloning.

b. Tuat Mr Heflin, while trying to provide as much informs-
tion as possible, was faced wvith the problem of trying to recall a
considerable number of specific r~ints which had leen observed sone
seven weelks' earlier.

Tt is considered probable that although Mr Heflin was doing his
lLonest best to recall details, thav e would have had some difflculty
in trying to separate "fact from memory" from genersl discussions and
suppositions put forth by all of the people who have talked with hinm
prior to the lnvestigating officer's contact with him.

Prior to the contact with Mr Heflin, the investigating officer had
been informed by Mrs Sarah liunt, SAWOI, of F's initial P.I. estinate.
Pased on Lhis iaformation, the investlgaling officer attempted to
effect o minor ruse by stating that he personally had tried to perfom
analysis of the newspaper print of the UFO and that he personally had
estimated that the UFQ had a diameter ol about three feet. Instead
of being insulted or erguing or acting as though he had been cought
i & hoax, Mr Heflin politely made the following coments:

a. That this was quite interesting since a man from Nortn
anerican Autonetics Division in Anahiem (who had gotten a copy of the
photograph) had called him to say thet it was only about four feet in
diameter;

b. That he vas still convinced that the object was about 30
Teet in diameter and that he did not think he could make that great a
mistake in observation. The investigating officer commented to Mr
Heflin that he personelly was rusty in analyzing photography and natur-
ally had to work with a newspaper print which had obviously be retouch-
ed and that it obviously would be to everyone's Denefit if we could
obtain the original prints and have on gecurete analysis performed by
people more qualified to effect photo interpretation.

As stabed above, Mr leflin agreed to forwerd the original prints
when and if they '.fere.]returned by the alleged TORAD official.

F o e y4

"CHARIES I REICHMUTH
Captein, USAF
UFQ Investigating Officer
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WHAT'S THIS IN SOUTHLAND SKY? A FLYING SAUCER OR AN OLD HAT?

] I‘.ex Heflin photographed this saucer-shaped uniden tified uh_qer.t near Santa Ana with a polaroid camera
| During the time the object

’Unbehever__’ |
' Takes Photo
Of ‘Saucer’

An Orange County High-
way Department investigator
who doesn't believe In flying
saucers has photographed a|
saucershaped flylng object
that has yet to be identified.

. Rex Heflin, 37, nnﬁz‘hm
lthree photographs

says were taken AUE. 3 when
the Midwestern and
Southeastern portions of the
nation were flooded with re
ports of unidentified Nying
objects.

i He zaid the gbject made no

sound, but a2 beam of white
light rbtated underneath the
saucer. He claims that under

iConk on Pa;t 4. Col. 2)

Heflin said he was work: |

ing near the Sania Ana

| Marine Corps air facility
| when he caught a glimpse

of a silver object which he
estimated to he 30 feel in
diameter and eight feet
thick.

He zald it was visible for 15
seconds and moved [rom
west to east, accelerating at
about the same speed as a|
jet. -

|‘ {Continued from T'age 1) :I
|a. magnitylng glass the beam

is discernable In one of the

' photographs.
| Heflln said he carries a

camera with him for his

work, and that during the

{ime the object was in

1 n;‘ht, he was able to tﬂl-
¢ three plotures.

| Despite the object’s prnx-!
Jmity to

was near, Heflin said he tried

to communicate with his Sq
pervisor over a two-way radia|
in his vehicle, but the radio
was inoperative. He sald the
radio has since worked per
‘fectly. f

to the Marine base, ra-
dar operations falled to re-
port any mysterious identifi-
cation on Aug. 3.

Heflin sald he was willing

take a line detector test in
reply to skeptics who may
say the pictures are products
of trick photography.

..—--
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Air Saucey

Mystery
Stirs Row

By TOM NEwron
Harald-Examinge S0 Wrier
Cnnlrmer:,r continued to
day over plctures of a “fly.

Ing saucer” reported
taken
Near E| Toro Marine Base
by ' Rex Heflin, Orange
County Highway Depart.
merit invtmmbnr.
Hemn told The Herald.
Examiner he had recejved
a call from 3 map Identify
Ing himsels a5 2 colonel
th NORAD (North Amerj.
;.;1;:1 ;lrremm' asking
ment at present NG
The highway investia’
gu 5
tor sald he intended gt]h
chep:k the Validity of the
call ‘later today,
Heﬂim 0, Mond
lrased three phﬂmair i:'

Silver object” pe spotted
at 11:30 am, Aug. 3 while

working in gan arca he
tween the kI Toro Base ang

the nearby Mari
Alr Facility, e

Neither air Statlon re.
ported any unidentified ob.
jects on the radar that day.

He told Investigators he
“Blimpsed the silver object

And estimated It to be 30
feet in diameter an

eight feet Lhick." .
‘NO sounp'

Heflin said i was visible

for about 15 seconds an
moved from west to ﬂs:

accelerating at aboyt the
Same speed as a Jel plane.

“It made no sound,” he
said, “but g beam of white

light rotated und
the saucer.” . J

Authoritative sources enn-
fivmed his clalm that “the.
hgiil was visible in the 1ast
of the three pictures, using
a magnilying glass." The
“saucer” was slightly tipped
In the third plcture, reveal-
ing its underside.

The county employe said
he carried the camera as
part of his work. Photogra-

hers sald it would have

en. possible to take the
three pictures within 15

, seconds with the camera
- Heflin carries.

‘RADIO PIED'

Heflin, who says he
*doesn't believe In flying
gaucers,” sald tha. during
his sighting of the object
he tried to contact his base
station in Santa Ana.

He said: “The radio went
dead twice while 1 was
trying to contact the sta
tion. but it has worked ever
since withoul trouble.”

The Incident occurred
during a period when nu-
merous sightings of UFQ's
(unidentified flying objects)
were reported throughout
the Midwestern and South-
eastern sections of the
country.

Heflin sald he Is willing
to take a lie detector test
regarding the pictures.

He said the NORAD offl-
cer tentatively set up a
meeting for tonight or
Thursday night In Banta
Ana.

Officials at the El Toro

Base sald they were copy-
ing the pictures for a full
,report to the 1ith Naval

District in San Diego. The

report will eventually reach

Washington.
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A Flying Saucer?
Some people don’t believe in flying
saucers, but what's this? The picture

NEWSPAPER  VWmowd

O L 1P F e

SANTA ANA, Calif. (UPT)—A
counly highway depariment in-
vesligalor who doesu'l belleve
in Mying saucers bas phele-
graphed a saucer-shaped flying
E{ﬂm that has yet o be ldent-

Rex Heflin, 37, has released
three pholographs which he
says were laken Aug. 3 when
the midwestern and southeast-

-O Photo

Releas

em portions of the mation were

SEXT M’) |

ed |
il _
flooded wilh reparls of uuidulli-;

tled flying objects,

Heflin said he was workingf

near e Sante Ana Marlne

Corps air facilily when bhel-
catight a glimpse of a silver ob-)*

ject which he estimaled 1o he
3D lest in diameter snd eight
feel thick, He said it was visi-
ble for 15 seconds and moved
from west i east, accelerating

at about the same speed as a
jet, .

was taken near Santa Ana by a govern-
ment worker,

-
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| ¥eflin said he was questionea'j
for 3 hours and 45 minules last|
Thursday by Capt. CF, Reich-:
,muth of the Space MHM».EL
‘Center, .
“The captain was polite and
'considerate throughout the in-
‘terview, and we discussed quite
‘a number of possibililies as to
‘what the object I photographed
might have been. Nothing con-’
‘crele was decided Heflin said.
i Heflin took exceplion to re-
"marks made by Maj. Quintanella
Thursday thal a preliminary an-
'alysis of the piclures showed
the circular object to be a

(Contloued from page A-1)
and then prini=d in tha Dayton
Daily News. -

“Wa will analyze tha Initial
report prepared in Los Angeles
and probably make a determin-
ation of what was photegraphed.
If further Investigation is re-

Egjﬂ,% | _WQ

“maximum of three fect in dia-

*

£l

L]

H By FRANK MALL
: AND

1 BILL FARR

Regi<ler Stalfl Writers

‘The 1.5, Air Force has launch-
ed a full xcale investigation to
determine the nature of th e
unidentified flving ohject shown
in pholographs taken by L & x
Heflin Aug. 3 near the Marine
Corps Air Facility at h.:.:..
Ana,

Maj. Hecior Quinianella Jr.,

chief of the Project Blue Rank

team 2t Wright Paiterson Air
Foyce Rase in Daylen, Ohis,
Saturday vonfirmed that the

jprobe was underway.

I Me said initlal investigation!
‘of the LF0 sichling hera would:
be .....ﬁ..__._...ﬂ...:. by the Air m.,_o_.unm
_mb!..__-_ Em.m-:u _n..m,._._.a.w ‘ihnLos
_..._nnwmw.
_ Three piclures of a mé-u.un!:
“flving sauccr™™ laken by Hellin,
on Mylord Road belween ...E-ﬁ_.
cia Avenue and the Santa Ana'
Freeway were published by ﬂ_q__
Register in last Monday's !_u
liens.

The 37.yearold Heflin .3__"_
the photos while on his job as
a county highway investigalor.
'He used a Polaroid camera
asaigned to him for photograph-|

. ing various traffic scenes and!

road project problems.

imeder and at an allituda of 15

feet thick. It was ahout 150 feet
paietadb i E._. the ground, Even il I'm a bit

-.-

:_ still feel what I saw was]
ahant 30 feet in diameter and 8

in my ecslimale, 1 ecant

sée how the Trojert Blue Book
stafll can make a very wvalid
analysis from a newspaper re-
production of A copy of my phos
tos,”* Heflin said.

Maj. Quintanella admitied
that his staff pholo analysts
made their size and altilude
estimales from a wire service
photo supplied to Vipited FPress
Internatinnal hy The Regizler

{Turn Ta Tagze A, Calnmn §)

AE-.E to reach a f{inding, then

UFO Saucer Probe

personnel from Project Blue
Book will do it,”* Maj. Quintan-
ella said

He added, “T don't think we
will hava much frouble in mak-
ing a determination.™ =

_mu to {nvestigete =serial phen-

omenon, This tasx w a 5 &3

sifned to the Alr Force by Con-|'

port which was forwarded to the
11th Naval District uunmanl..
ters in Sap Diego.

mediately to the Alr Force.

Project Blue Book Is the code|.
name for the Alr Force assigne |
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ATTN OF:

SURJFCT :

PG URRIC!S, il
HEADQUARTERS
SPACE SYSTEMS DIVISION

AIR FORCE SYSTEMS COMMAND @
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE e *J
"
LOS ANGELES AIR FORCE STATION npd
Air ForceUnit Post Office, Los Angeles, California 90045

83FA (Capt Reichmuth/643-3310) 30 September 1965
(U) Investigation Report, UFO Bighting, 3 August 1965, Sants Ana,
California

PID (TDEW) Attn: Major Quintanilla
Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio

1. Treansmitted herewith are the recults of the subject UFO investi-
gation conducted by Captaln Charles F. Reictmuth, USAF, Space Systems
Division (SSFA), Los Angeles Alr Force Station, Los Angeles, Calif.

2. '™is report involves the sighting and photograply of a UFO by
Mr Rex E. Heflin, employed by the Orange County Road Department,
offices located in Banta Ana, California. Original Polaroid photo-
graphs are not availsble s of this date, and will be forwarded when
and if made availsble.

FOR THE COMMANDER
|
SICNED
vkl AR ) TRIGG
WCalznad 1GAF 6 Atch
Asst Dojis 7 v prdien Technsiogy 1. Basic rpt IAW AFR 200-2

2, HNarrative rpt and assessment
3. Copy of USMC G-2 (K1 Toro

BAFOI, DC, Atta: Miss
Serah Bunt, v/Ateh 1, 2, 3, 5 &6
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Bouse of PRepresentatibes
@laghington, D.E. 20515

Noverbar 5, 1565

The Commapder

North Ameriecsn Alr Dafense Command
Ent Alr Fores Base

Colorado Springs, Colurade:

Dear Sir:

This coticerns the sigve-nomtd ¢-:.~.1:i..\u“*nu,. readdin: o3

1008 North Parton f.':: uh, Brres dne, Gaiforaia, vha L4
takon soue picturas of an L\.iw.n-.z.x.-.:i Lhiriay ohjeck.

Teo nien caas to Sentn Ana and contimched M. Rafllia in ‘ale
repard. They roprisented shamselvas og Dadng from UTLG

and Sook the phodorvacie witn thea for o sty 2% yoo L0 o
mend, To date '?;ﬂ:::'. TADGIGINTNG have BOb ann Xolmro ol
#r, Heflin, ond 2 !“..s; had 00 ".m"-i ives your reozganiiily -

If this mztior i3 ued Lop secred, I would apmiiishe i o
mieh i1 o mu.-.ﬁ chyliza um 32 Chong msn o2 00PNl G

up the pholiogenphs (28 furaish ne with o raport of the ian
of the study.

Thank you foy your courvesy in iz nuailer.

Very cincersly youss,

deses B, Ut
Meshar of Qoueress

JEJ 1)
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—UP Telepheto from the Santa Ans Register
WHAT IS IT? ~ Rex Heflin, an Orange County, Calif., Highway Depariment lovestigator

said be didn't believe in flying savcers, has released this and two other pholos be sald were
made with a Polaroid camera Aug. 3, sbout the time a rash of unidentilied fying object reports
were being made in (he Midwest and Southeast. He said he saw a silver object, about 30 feet In
diameler and eight feet thick, near the Sanfa Ana
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MTIAN BEX MEFLING PHOTO IN THES PHOTO WFO PRESENTS TILTED ATTITUDE THIS 5 PHOTO TAKEN OF UFO'S

Yl e el b bae oflen reiveraied thel eslare &

liew iv o proeess coatimpleting tallpemce ond

wiafrm, end mepleing farmatics bnseladgs foe

e perpanes while raivimg in @ proseds cemism.

Hetieg mpariey ool dhvroen avd Fepeing

tnutrum v bnawledpe for e pispese.® -~
— by [, Nk
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tan Took Pic{ures

0f Unidentified Object

BY FRANK HALL
Register Stuff Weiter

SANTA ANA—Rex Heflin doesn't be-

live in flying saucers. Naver has.
But he has photographed o saucer-

. shaped flying object that has still fo be

identified.

. Skeptics may say his pictures ore

products of trick pholography, but Hef-

lin is prepared to submit to a lie-datec:

tor test 1o prove their authenticity.

Heflin, 37, county highway deparl-
ment investigotor, was working on My-
ford Road between the Sania Ana Free-
way and Velencia when e circular, sil-
wr object caught his altentisn, He es-
" fmated it to be 30 feet In diameter and

§ feet thick.

It was visible about 15 :ecands, he

wid.

1t silently moved from west to east
fian oceelerated "about the same

syeed os a jet’ toward Saddleback.

; ' The only sound heard was'the heli-
apters at the Santa Ana Marine Corps

i Air Facility, said Heflin.
" . A beam of white light rotated under-

" meoth the saucer, said Heflin, (Under a
magnifying glass, the beam is discern-

thle in one of the photographs.)

Despite the mysterious objact's prox-
imity to the Marine base, radar opéra-
tors failed to repert any unidentified
3, the day Heflin saw

thjects on Aug.
e saucer.

Heflin said he tried to cammunicate

with his supervisor via two-way radio

t In his vehicle when the saucer was
- near, but his radio was inoperative.

After the soucer disappeared, the ra-
dio functioned perfectly and has since
the incident, he said.

The investigotor said at first Iu-

didn’t pay any atiention fo the saucer.
“I thought it was another [st,” he said.

Heflin, who carries a camera in his

vehicla for his work, said he again-

looked out and realized it wasn't & jet.

He then grabbed his camera and ¢

took three pictures befora the saucer
sailed off over the horizon.

Heflin said he submittad his pic-
tures to editers of a national magazine,

but they returned them saying the sub-
ject was oo controvarsial.

However, they added that his photos -'

wers the best they had seen, Heflin
said, -

He phaotographed tha saucer while
raports of UFOs were floading the na.
tion.

Numerous reports of UFOs were

- made on -Aug. 1 from-residents of
Texos, New Mexr:u, Oklshoma and :

Kansas,

On Aug. 5, a flurry of reperis of
UFOs were made in California,

Heflin doesn't balieve the saucer Is
an extra-ferrestrial product, .

He beliaves the United States is test-
fng a new flying machine,

He qualified his belisf by saying
sooner .or later man-made aircraft
crash near populaed arear, =

" have nevar heord of a saucer

crashing, and they have been sighted
for a long time.”
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"Maring Brass Fix Gapeb e

by
has been deluged with inquir
SANTA ANA — The Marine|lin said, asked that no further Co. olfces disciosed that neifies 80d three Fvilions o Join
Corps is taking a close look at!lmmlnts be made about the pody officially Wm,%“ﬂm gty iih
k g . ]
ﬁm"b‘.’ s = 1™ e requested that 1 not dis. eS¢ 2Bencies hiad contackgd tn get his photos back rom the
4 flying saucer hovering \vui the matter further with Heflin | Marine Corps. ;

over the Irvine Ranch.  fhe press ™ Heflin said. Col. D. R. Dinsmore, an Air| Teflin said be ok e pic
e Duotos wtich fex Heflit, Heflin also said he ha been Force offcal in the Pentagon, (€S 08 WOAeS Rosd bethesn
o, i b Lok Dt g 3| oeacted by teephane by a said the phots have ot comel Sl % PR L

, 34 Atg. % man who said he was & Boeing to “our official attention yet,”[[ U ¥ A RO

H"'m be lorwarded to the 11th| gireratt Co. engineer. (but if they do, a special team Bathin :
Naval District Headquarters In) A check with both NORAD{at Wrl s ke Pl L. S SO
Diego after El Toro Marine| headquarters and the Boeing| p sgcer” hovering at aboat 150
intslligence officers complete| — {feet. He sald he was about an
their serutiny, it was learned. ‘eighth of a mile from the ob-

| Marine qx‘umm sald they| ject.

would make no effort to identify| He estimated it to be 30 fest
el Helta wat b B el € et
| Meanwhi was in watched it about 15 sec-
;qmrym:uuﬂm which he {onds before it “accelerated kike
\has received by telephone, =|| jet" and dsappesred over
; One call, he sald, came from | Saddleback peaks east of Santa

{a man who identified himsell
'ag a colonel with the North|
|Ameriean Air Delense Com-
'mand (NORAD), This man, He{-

;
k
?I
i_l

: !trwtrsia]," he said.







