


"Skylab"” was a 100-ton orbital research and observation platform consisting of an
airlock module, docking adaptor, orbital workshop, and a solar and terrestrial tele-
_scopic observatory called the “"Apollo Telescope Mount".
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SKTYLAB-3 SATELLITE SIGHTING DATA coMpiled 1277 Juhe Bg
James E. Dkerd

EVENT: SIGHTING OF 'ERIGHT SATELLITE' BY ALL THEEE SKYLRAB-3 ASTRO-

NAUTS ©FLAM BEAM., OWEN GARRIOTT, JACK LOUSMA .
DATE: SEFTEMEER Z0, 1273 (DAY 263> AT BFPROXIMATELY 1845 GMT
LAC 2 SoW. O INDIAN OCEAN
FEY: SEYLARE FEWOLUTION 12623
OEEIT: ASCENDINWG WODES 8 EREYWS APART 2

MEECL Bz7.38 REE6:12GMT

NEECT 216.7TH 2031: 256GMT

preriod= 33,1324 MIMUTES
W=k = 22,67 DEGFEES

THE =ZECOND MANNED SEYLAE WISIT MWAS WITHIN FIVE DAYS OF RETURMING TO
EARTH BFTER A FRECORED-ERFEBEING 52 DAY EMPEDITION. CREW HAD AWIHEEM HAD
0700 GHMT AND WOULD GO T0O SLEEF AT 22Z00. THEY HED EATEM LUMNCH IN THE
WARDFEOOM AWD WERE DOING A 'FROCEDUFEZ FEEYIEW' IW THE WARDREOOM FREIOR
TO EEGINKING A NEW SERIES 0OF EXPERIMENTS IN THE AFTERNOOMN.
DURING THE SIGHTING, THE CEREW WAS OUT 0OF CONTRCT WITH THE GEOUND.
THE CON-BOHRD THFE FECORDERE MWAS WOT TURNED ON. THE FIRST RECORDED
HEKNTION OF THE IWCIDEWNT WAS OM AW AIR-TO-GROUMD LINEKE SOME 4.5 HOURS
GFTEFR THE EMENT. GARRIOTT LOGGED FOUR FPHOTOGREAFHS TARAKENW OF THE DEJECT.
DEERIEFING COMHMEMTE AFE ATTAHCHED. IT SHOULD EE NOTED THAT THE
'"A-CHAKNKEL' TAFE RFRECOREDEE WAS WNOT OW. THFE Z&62-0%5,0-550 HAD RUN
OUT AT 1547:%4 AKND THE HWEXT TAFE. D-551, WAS NOT ACTIVATED UWTIL
AFFROAIMATELY 1211:20.

BIF-TO-GROUND TAFE 263-10/T-671 Fage 2 of 1445207 (BXCErpts)

|
approx 21066HT }
LOU=MA DID voU TELL HIM ABOUT THRT SATELLITE WE SAW?
EEAN ?EEEHMEIiﬂN A GREAT SATELLITE. WE DIDON'T KHOW IF WE TOLD YoU
HEOLT N
Lou=MA THE CLOSEST AKMD ERIGHTEST ONE WE'WE SEEHN.
BEEAN HUGE [OHE .
LOoUsSHA ME'WE SEEN SEVEREAL. IT AS A FED ONE.
CHFCOM MO, ol ﬁQT HAVE TOLD SOMEEBECDY, BUT IT WASN'T THIS TEAM.
I DOM'T REMEMEER HEWRING RECOUT IT.
LOUSHA I GUEZS WE DIDHWN'T REFOET IT. I7 WAS FEFLECTING IN RED
LIGHT. AND OSCILLATING Hi,DH, COUNTING ITS FERICQD OF
ERFIGHTEST T DIMMEST. AEBOQUT TENW SECOMDS. IT L s INTO
SUNZET . THAT WA= AEOUT THREE REWS HAGO I THINE SOMETHING
LIKE THAET, WHESN'T IT, OWEN? 2 4 3
CNO PNSWER Y Other +opics then were oiscussed. - 5‘{A,¢#
i
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VISUAL SIGHTINGS

Let's talk about visual sightings. Any comments on countdown.

You saw your way to the booster or you didn't see that.

Visual sighting no problem there.

You might want to talk about the visual sightings on that

orbit when Owen and Jack saw the satellite.

Yes, let's go through countdown. Any visual sightings on
countdown that were significant? We saw the swing arm go

away and all that kind of thing.

Powered Flight: I watched the booster protector cover go

off and lots of flashes and debris and everything in every

R

separation, but that's all norminal. During orbit: -

Do you want to talk about that satellite?

I saw a couple of satellites that appeared like a satellite
would on the Earth. I saw one that was not like one you

would see on Earth, so why don't you mention it.

Okay, about a week or 10 days before recovery and we were

still waiting for information to be supplied to us about the
indentification. Jack first noticed this rather large red star
out the wardroom window. Upon close examination, it was much

brighter than Jupiter or any of the other planets. It had
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(CONT'D)

i N
|

a reddish hue to it, even though it was well above the
horizon. The light from the Sun was not_passing close to

the Earth's limb at the time. We observed it for about

- 10 minutes prior to sunset. Tt was slowly rotating because

it had a variation in brightness with a 10-second period. ™

As I was saying, we cobserved it for gbout 10 minutes, until

we went into darkness, and it also followed us into darkness
| e

|
i

about 5-seconds later. From the 5- to 10-second delay in
"it's disappearance we surmised that it was not more than 30
'fo 50 nautical miles from our location. From it's original
position in the wardroom window, it did not move more than
10 or 20 degrees over the 10 minutes or so that we watched it.
It's orbit was very close to that of our own. " We never saw
it on any - earlier or succeeding orbits and we'd be quite
{terested in having its identification established. Tt's™
all debriefed in terms of time on‘channél A, so the percise

timing end locaticn can be picked up from there.

LOUSMA’

Okay, other visual sightings was the one out the wardro;m
window. That sunrise or sunset which finally led us to the

RCS leak in the command module. It disappeared like

thousands and thousands of stars out there; all of them
different sizes and drifting along the X-axis. The one that
we already mentioned. The one right after insertion where

we saw the leek in the sameAmanner of the RCS streaming towards
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RECONSTRUCTION OF POSSIBLE SPACE Skylab-3 at
UFO FLIGHT PATH RELATIVE TO SKYLAB-3 1635 GMT
g el UFO first

l".-'_n ™

sighted
~60 km
Space range
UFO at
1635 1640 GMT
GMT ~30 km
1640 1645 GMT-
GMT ~3 km
Skylab entering
sunset
1645-6 followed by UFO
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