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FIE: FLYING DISCS 
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Your attention is directed to Bureau Bulletin 1r'57. Series 1947. dated 
October 1. 1947. relating to the discontinuance ot 1nvest1gation b7 this Bureau in 
matters concerning flying discs. 

For 70ur confidential information. a reliable and confidential source 
has adviSed the Bureau that fl71ng discs are believed to be man-made missiles rather 
than natural phenomenon. It has also been detennined that tor approximately the 
past tour years the USSR has been engaged in experimentation on an unknown type 
of flying disc. 

7-
!!he Department of the Air Force has furnished to the Bureau the attached 

memorandum classified "restricted" dated February 15, 1949. entitled "l.lIlconventional 
Aircrai"t." 'lb.is memorandum is being furnished to 70U in order that all agents 
assigned to 70ur office can be infonned ot the type ot intormation desired b7 the 
Atr Force in this matter. 

As set forth in Bureau Bulletin #57. referred to above. no investigation 
should be conducted by your (Juice ~-ela.t1ve to tlj ... ...ng diSCS, hO'o1ever, the attached 
memorandUl!l should be referred to 1n secur1ng data frolll persons who desire to 
voluntari17 furnish information to your ottice relating to fl71ng diSCE:. 

EDelosure 
• 

Ver7 truly yours I 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director I 

I I. . '. .- '.' I' :' ., , .... , ,. -------NOT RECORDED 
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.. .'1'0 ~lIah ~I for ,.portl1c ~ laronuUoa. 

.. JU:SClSS1OM ._. ~ ____ .4 

Depar1JneJll fII VIe Arm'1 COUeetlOD ).!emoran4wn JfIImber " daled 11 faDII&r7 11148, aDd Wtar. -.~--
CSGlD 42~.1, dated 2S ).\a..reb lQ48. boOI Mject as abovt, which ....... bHzI tnDafan.c! to AIr --
Poree &Ceocl_ for aeUOD, Ut ber .... 11b wper~ 

• _ '_:";"'_~_.Ii--

(1) As complete IJI answer to the HqlllNlmerU IJIIInCleted III Part 11 ... _'1 1Ie pi _.- -­
~Ie. IIhould be dLspetebed bJ In.IM of tlectrleel trlMrolaSlOD Immedl"'lJ allu 81&"" .... , 
II) Ivppleroema.r, nport& Ihould 1Ie fol'WlJ'ded .. .nI1Il>1e " Ole ao.t ~ _ 
COCIt.tanl wllb lbe Import&DCe of lbt lnforlD&1lOD ,.pon.4. . 

. ' .. _~_,--A.--", .• _ '. __ 

.. )lSor Air Commands (Overleas) and Air Att.&cIIeS -.. ~-.--.--~. 
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(2) Supplementary written reports, prepared 011 AF Form 112, will be forwarded to the 
Director of Intelligence, Headquarters United States Air Force. 

(3) COmmanding General, Air Materiel Command Is authorized direct contact with major 
Air Commands (overseas) and organizations under their control In connection with the. 
developmenl of information on this subject. . . 

c. Major Air Commands (ZI) 

(1) Reports will be forwarded direct to the Commanding General, Air Materiel Command, 
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Dayton, OhIo, Attn: MCIAXO--3 by installations recelv­
,ing lnformatiOll pertaining to the requirements enunciated In Part n. 
(2) Copies of such reports may be supplied the Command Headquarters 01. the tnstalIatlon 
coocerned. . 

(3) A copy of all reports sent to Air Materiel Command In accordance with these instruc­
tions will be forwarded at the same lime to the Director of Intelllgeoc8, Headquarters 
United states Air Force. 

(4) WrtlIen reports will be submitted on AF Form 112. 

(5) Commanding General, Air Materiel Command Is authorized direct contact with major 
Air Commands (ZI) and organizations under their control In connectlOll with the develop-
ment of information on this subJect.' . 

d. Non-Air Force Agencies 

(I) Addressees ot4er than those of the United States Air Foree are requested to forward 
reports direct to the Commanding General, Air Materiel Command, Wright-Patterson Air 
Foree Base, Dayton, Oblo, Attn: MCIAXO-3. 

(2) In order to reduce the lime factor Involved In transmission of this type of information 
It Is requested that, wherever communications facUlties permit, subordinate elements be 
authorized to communicate reports direct to the Commanding General, Air Materiel Com­
mand. 

PART n - REQUIREMENTS 

General 

1. o.te of sighting. 

J. T1me of sighting (zoDal by 24 br. clock). 

•• Where sighted (observer's position): 

L Ground 

-
- 2 -

_i~. __ .?_ 

(2) Distance and direction from clly or town, road, intersection, etc. 

(3) From bulldlng (story), yard, etc. 

(4) Map coordinates (If feasible) showing latitude and longitude. 

"'4*I'IE6 
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(1) Type alrcraft, speed, &ltltllde, clliectlOll <1 flight. 

(2) DIstance and direction ,from city, town or known landmark. 

(3) Clock position 01. object from observer's aircraft. 

(f) LatItude and longitude: 

c. Sea 

(1) LatItude and longitude. 

(2) ProxImity to lsnd. (Name city, country, etc.) 

,f. Number <1 objects. 

Formation type Of any), sketch If possible . 

.! . 

.' '-. ,I' 

", 

.'. , 

: 

.. 
6. Observable celestial phenomena or planets that may account for the slghtlqr. (Local facUitlee 

or organlzatloos which foUow such celestial pheoomena should be consulted for such information.) 

8. DIstance <1 object from observer. 

L Laterally or horizontally. 

,b. Angle <1 elevation from borlzon. 

c. Altitude. 

7. Time In sight. 

8. Appearance 01. object. ----
L Color. 

b. Shape. ~etch If possible) 

c. Apparent construction. (Of what material or substaDce) 

d. Size. 

(1) Estimated size. 

(2) Size as It appear"ll from observer's View. (Compared to known object) -.. 
II. Dl.rectlon of rugiF. 

10. Tactics or maneuvers. 

" 

.1 

. ' 
Vertical ascent or descent, borizontal, oscillating, Dutterlqr, evasive, aggressive, erratic, etc. 

11. Evidence <1 exhaust. 

L Color of smoke. 

'b. ~ and width. 

f!SUIIiED - 3-

_. ----..,.... ... ::----~--
¥ __ - ........ 'r. .. . 

, j 



. , 

" . .. . 

c. 0cI0r (If alIT). 

d. Rate 01. evaporatlaa. 

e. Does traU vary with soUDd? (spurta) 

11. Effect 011 clouds • 
• 

a. Opened path thru clouds. 

b. Forced claud or mlsta. 

c. Reflected OIl eloud. 

d. Showed thru claud. 

13. Lights. 

a. Reflected or "H"c:hed. 

'. 
e. Blinked OD and aIf In n.1aU0I1 to speed. 

U. Support 

a. WiDp. 

b. Aerodynamle l1st 01. fuselage. 

c. Vert1eal Jet • 

d. Rcta"~ c:yUnder or eone. 

e. Aerostatle 11ft (balloon or dirigible). 

15:-- Propulsion. 

a. Propeller. or Jet. 

b. Rotor. 

"'" :" .. :.-. -' 

e. Aerodynamle vanes (flapp~ or osel1lal~) (Katz Mayer effect). 

d. Visible ezhaust or jet opeDI~. 

111. Control and stability. 

a. Fins -= -.. 
b. Stabllizers (borlzoDlal or vertical). 

(1) Size. 

(3) Shape. 

(3) LoeatiOD. 
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17. Air ducta. 

a. Slota. 

b. Duct openIDgs. 

18. Speed - M.P.B. 

111. SoUDd. : 

c. 

a. Continuous whine or buzz. 

b. Roar, whlstle, whoosh. 

c. Intermittent. 

lID. Manner of disappearance. 

a. Explode. 

(1) PosslbUlty of fragments. 

(2) Other physical evidence. 

b. Faded from view. 

c. DIsappeared behlnd obstacle. 

Relative to the Observer 

1. Name of observer. 

2. Address. 

•• Place of business. 

a. Employer or employee. 

I. Pertinent hobbles. 

L Is observer amateur astronomer, plIot, engineer, etc. 

b. Length of time engaged In hobby (experience). 

8. AbUlty to jitermlne: 
I .~ 

a. COI6r. 

b. Speed of mo~ objects . 

C. Size at distance. 

,. RellabUlty of observer. 

•• Sources . 
. " :'" 
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(1) NeighbOrs. 

(2) Pollee Dept. 

(3) FBI records. 

(4) Employer. 

- 8. Notes relative to observer WI! 
: 

a: Slghtlngs In general. 

b. How attention was drawn to obJect(s). 

(1) Sound. 

(2) Motion. 

(3) Gllnt of llght. 

c. Deg"tee of fatlgue and duration of flight at Ume of sighting In cases where observer Is 
airbOrne. 

L Addressees. 

b. Occupation. 

c. RellabUlty. 

10. Comments of Interrogator regarding tbe intelligence and character of perSOIl Interrogated. 

Reiaiive to Radar Sighiing! 
- -

1. Re ri.dars operating on ground. 

L Observations of range, speed, altitude and size of target. 

b. Old target executive any tur ... ? If BO, what angle (1ao<», ete. and what radius of turn. 
If radius of turn ts not observable, how long did the target stay In tbe turn and what was Its speed? 

c. Note particularly any separation of distant target Into several targets upon approach. Track 
all If possible. 

2. If alrbOrne when object sighted. 

L Were there anpadar inductions or extra noise on radio circuits? 

b~ Give esUrnates of s\!.-e j speed, !!'a.aneuvers, et..c. 

GENERAL 

1. Teletype sequences of local weather conditions. 

2. Winds aloft report. 

- II - USB: r&D 
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3. Local filght schedules fJf commercial, private and military alrcraft n~ In vicinity at the 
Ume.. (Check Canadian activity If close to that border.) 

4. Possible releases of testing devices In vicinity sent aloft by Ordnance, Navy, Air Force, 
Army, Weather Units, Research Organizations or any other. 

6. If objeM contacted earth, obtaln soU samples within and without depression or spot where 
object landed (and then presumably departed) for purpose c1 ~ compartson of soils. 

8. If object came sufficiently near other aircraft or kncwn objects check surfaces with Geiger 
cO"'.mters for possible radioactivity_ 'Make compA-Z"isOl's w1th other unaffected aLP'Craft objects. etc. 

7. ObtaIn photographs (or original negatives) where avaUable; If not, secure sketches of: 

a. Object. 

b. Surro\llldlq; terrain wbere observed. 

c. Place wbere It contacted earth (If this happened). 

II. Maneuvers. 

e. Format\oo If objects were more than two. 

8. Secure signed statement. 

II. ObtaIn fragments or phYSical evidence where possible. 

10. Was any radio antenna to be observed, I.e., (any projectlOll8 or extentlons that might presum­
ably be construed as !I\lCh). 

DISTRIBUTION: 

Commanding Gener~ Major Air Commands, 
ZI and Overseas -

All United Stales Air Attacbes 

DIrector of Central lntelligence 

{':I-?~ 
c. P. CABELL 
Wajor General, USAF 
Director of intelligence, omce of 

Deputy Chtef of Staff, Operations 

q lal Assistant for Research and Intelligence, 
Department of State 
ector of Intelllgence. GSUllA 

, ef of Naval lntelllgence 
COlI)mandant (INr), United states Coast Guard 
ptrector, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
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