_ balloons aro tear-sh and madée of transluce
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. Two pilots’in an F-9l made visual snd ragaricontact with a ﬁrge, réind
whits object larger then any known type of airoraft. A din reddish-white -
Jight cama fram tha objoct ey 1t hovered, reversed direction glmost instan- | .
tannously and then dissppearod.- The object appearsd to be level with thé
intercepting F-Ol; at 26,000 to g7,000 fest. Alrborns radar and vieual contact
wore gimiltanecus and lasted for 15 minutes. PF-Sl atteopted to contact local

. GCA ‘but. without succesa. Weather was clear above 3,000 feet, Time of wight=

was 1915 PST._

i Disecussion of Incident . ! : ' : SR T

fwo' additional F-OL wore in the generial area but at lowsh altitudes dnd

thus are elininated as possible cause for 'the sighting.. The descripfion-of . . .

"largo, round’ white and extremely larpe” 1:;’:1[!1111““! Upper. air research
- L polyethylens and at crulsing
altitude expand Lo as much as 90 feet in length. The equipment hanging below .
the balloon is capable of making a return to-airborne radar. Although ATIC has
received no record of upper air research balloon tracks for this date the des-
nrl.pltiu* of the object allows a pralhsjr:r ovaluation of "pogeible ballocn",
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