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Air Teohnical Intelligemce Center
Wright Patterson A, F, B.

Dayton, Ohio |
Gentlemen; ., B

R L]
I have been a faithful believer mnd follower of Flying Swucer inoidents
_ &8 far back as 1948 and was of the opinion that they were a project of
the U. S. Government, but after my recent experience which T am going -
to outline in detail, it has changed l{ belief entirely.
« | ] . i .

' Coincidently, I happened to read the April 7th issue of Life Magazine
which precedes .my experience by a couple of weeks, explaining my actious,
as you will note, . . : _ . -

I live mpproximately seven miles west of Birmingham, Michigan which is
north of Detroit about fifteen miles, On Sunday night, April 27th, my .
wife, two ohildren and myself were proceeding home from my sister's
traveling north on Stevenson Highway at 10;46 P. M. As I turned left on
- Fifteen Mile Road (Fifteen Mile Road runs through Birminghsm east and west
and this point is about seven miles east of Birmingham), my wife and 1
both spotted a brillisnt white object coming toward us out of the sky

from the northeast. It descended so fast that by the time my wife oould
realize and state that it was a Flying Ssucer, it had descended $o its min-

imm height of approximstely 3,000 feet or the . height of a transe
port plane in flight. It s od abruptly and _hﬁllightlr similer to g
row boat in ohoppy water, It settled at an approximate 30° angle and

the brilliant whiteness diminished to what appeared to be window lights.
It sat in this exact position and spot for approximately throe or four .
.. minutes making it very easy for us to judge its size, shape, eto. We es~
tizated it to be about two miles north of us and 3,000 feet high. The
angle at which it rested made it very sasy for us to estimate its thick-
ness and diameter. It sppeared to have two tiers of windows each about
ten feet high which resembled looking into the playing section of a mouth
organ, The windows were all around the entire diameter making visible
the round flatness. We estimated ocnsprvatively that the diameter of
this ship was at least two hundred feet, -

- After what seemed to me they were getting their bearings, they started
drifting northwest toward the oity of Pontimo at about cme hundred miles

‘per hour but stopped two or three times during the time of our observa ion,
At no time did it make a moise. 7
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Imsediately I realised that I should have witnesses to this phemomencn,
80 I speeded west on Fiftesn Mile Road to o' drive-in restaurant about a .
mile away, I ran in and asked some young men if they would ocoms out and |

“witness my. experience, After persussion, two of them went out and were

amated, oausing others to follow. By this time it had drifted at least
five miles northwest. At this point I cdlled the Birmingham police and
_asked them-to alarm all the air fields in its direction whioh they said
they would do. I returned to oar and we continued to follow it
driving west on Fifteen Il.l'.-' Ezd. During the next five minutes the X
1ights in the Sayocer went off and on three times. The third time the
lights changed from white to & brilliant yellow orange and by this time
we bad reached the Grand Trunk Railroad Station, & half mile from Birme
ioghas. Thinking this experience would make a good newspaper story, I
stopped at the railroad station and called the Detroit Times telling
them my story thus far. -

Aftor that I again called the Birmingham police and asked them if they
had reported the incident as yet. They said they were thinking about it
80 I became provoked and said I would ocall Selfridge Fleld myself, which

1 did. If anyone ever got the "Brush™ I sure did, I was transferred to
five differemt ¢ ts and finally got an officer who, I am sure, was
awakened by my call and was very peeved. I explained what was taking
plece and he mumbled something to another fellow and then said, "I'1l re-
port it. What's your namei" I gave him my name and explained, "If yod
over want a olose-up view of a giant Saucer, get soma planes in the sky
at once", telling him the mpproximate locaticn of the Ssucer, Then he

- repeated, "All I can do is report it, Bud.” Then he hung up.

- During my telephone conversation, my wife had convinced the stat -
attendant and railroad express truck driver to observe the spectaole, I
seoured the truock driver's name and then proceeded west on Pifteen Mile
Road through Birmingham and out about seven miles due west following the
Saucer until it vanished from our vision over the tree tops toward the
general direction of Flint at 11416 P. !.(;f:; Hown) :

- &

1 contacted the Detroit Times Tuesday A. M. and gave them my complete
story. Their reporter phoned Selfridge Field and the Radar Division and
they both told him that it was impossible for anything to be ‘in the air
at that time beocause nothing was piloked up by Radar, so naturally, the
Times dropped the story, L

- i -t

. To prove pqr story, I started to trace down my witnesses, After considerable

diffioulty, I found the two young men I asked to coms out of the drive-in
and obtained written statements from each, Then I contacted the driver
and he was very willing to write a statement of his observation,(their names
and addresses are at the end of zu letter,) I n went to the Times
with my proof and the editor 1ed the story to another reporter who
agein phomed Selfridge Field, This time they contacted the intelligence
division, They stated that they -J'- receiving at least two letters a day

- from people who had alsc sighted the Saucer at different points. This

|
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- Asaured the reporter'of my story &nd he later stated thdt he thought
the complete story mould be in the Sunday, May 4th :I.lliu.. However,
for some unknown r?unu it never appeared, =

. »
I have no perscnal desire to see this story.dn print but I belleve it
is about time that the authorities, as well as’ citisens, be openly
informed of a systematio procedure in handling reports as important as this
instance. I firmly believs that this Saucer was making ‘& reccnnaissance
tour over the area and if my report been handled efficiently, we would
be 'in a more intelligent positicn to mow more elearly their intentions.
. : :

I further feel, with due respesi to the Army, that "somecne was sl ping

ot the switoh", or if it is being kept "hush, hush™,. that the publi
reaction will be mass historia when the unknown definately attempts to

make oontact with us (as has been proven in the past). Experience has
taught us that education toward events to c ome the human mind te -
accept phencmencnd and oope with them, ; .

’ A
Listed here are the names and addresses of Iit#-W'-hm. I
+ oan alsc.present an artiole from the Bm% cen! ‘that the pelice |
furnished the newspaper, ridiculing my reports 6 them ting, ™What .

could the police do if we had invaders from the sky."™ This proves that
the law officers are not briefed or alerted to the possibility of future

(Truck Driver - u:tuh u-df), (Two Young Men)

Edward Poarl Valeriaro J. Birensochenk

444 Albany Avenue A . 4450 Livernois

Ferndale, Michigan Birmingham R§2, Michigan
Melvin E. Erst

$80 Vanderpool '
Bf4, Birmingham, Michigan




