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Adr' Attaoche, Australia
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QOKF IDENTIAL

Booretary

AIR FOARD  (D.A.F.1. Attention Squ. Ldr. HALE) D

AEXORMAL ABRIAL PHENOMENA -
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n : ' ROYAL iﬁsmu.u.w A'I'?. FORCE

v Hnndqurt-n Snuth;rn J«ru .'
R.A.A.P, o A

Atert Park hrrnokl
MELIOURME

15th May, 1852

Sutnittﬂd haruﬂth are detalls of merial phenomend ﬂhunm! to Hoad.qulrturn
Eouthurn Area, by Enutham Command,’ Inhl‘.l!.runao D?ﬂml‘. i

Eightﬂﬁt

By ¥r, H. K¥0X . . |

L "Ab OB4E Erd Kay, 1952, in KEW Yorth hli;,m. a bullet nunud objomat travelling
at high sperd end leaving = vapour trail,

Colour:
_Ep;ﬁdl
toi l:!'l.t-l I
S4ge:
ﬁi?untium

Vipdl 114ty

* Fastor th‘[ﬂ- anything seea bofore,

Lixe a white hot mul.‘"--_/

I
Approximately 6,000 feot.
Approximately samo length as *Plying Fortress” but much :rldv:*.

From Melbourne” to Kew. 2 s

Atout half light and oloudy with a sligh’ 'l:ru_ak of atout

five miles of clear aky.

(Sif"cd) H. i Voora
Squadron Legder
for ', ' AIR OFFICER COMUVDIMG
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. ‘This repart is An aztrrot frem o £ile mainfnined i.":" RAAF Intellifemos and wns
‘made availatle. o this office in manswer to a-roquest. [Tho existenée of this file
was rtade know: ta- thia office recently durd ng dipnuu‘an m"h RAAF Intelligonoe
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From: Flii;ht Licutenant W.J. SADLEY (022070) Ares Intolligence Offiger and Squadron
{ h.;:ar M.C, MURRAY (011320) A.P.M, _ - : :

frm- Sentor Alr H_ént‘r 0fficer, }hlldqmrtm-u; Eaotern Ares,

- 'Dates Bth May; 1952, i L : _ e
Roter s//fere RSP Y - , : i
) e REPORT OF BMUSUAL SIGRTIIOS ON 3RD MAY, 1952,
; “Yt 1s desired to ndﬂu’-thnt on 4th Yay, 1962, Wing Icu-imm:lur 1. L. CAPBELL

requosted that the Staff Officer Intelligence and the Assistant Provost Marshal
Jointly investigate mowspaper reports on wnusuanl.sightinge on $rd ay, 1852,

2. \ Reineth, John SHINLEY, P.M.G.. employeoe, of Yo, 37 'i‘lnt&rh.,ﬁtrut, EURAOOD, was
{ntorviewsd and ho said "At sbout 610 A.N..on 3rd May, I was sitting in & ;P.M.G.
truck outaide She Enfield Post Offioo with Beg, EDWARDS (P.M,. driver) and Williem
AMDERSOM (N.M.G. omployes) when EDWABDS drow my attention to a bright light saving
moross the sky, Teo all watched it for a few seconds from the truck, then we all
sorantled out'of the truck and stood in the streét. Once while wo were watohing' it,
it.disapyeared bohind olouds Wit I smw it again erd pointed it out to the otheras,

|

3. Wren aoked to desaoribe the ob jeot SHIPLEY oafd "It lacked liko n nuzber {l}'m 4
thoupht six or wﬂ_n] of oiroular lights in a straight lime. The eolour of the
lights was similer to etreeot lighting, thore was no nolss, no apparent shape, The

. height seesmed to be similar to the height of niroraft 1 have seen flying around

SYDNEY but the speed was definitely faster although I don't think 1% wee ‘twice as :
fast, Tho truck was faoing scuth and the lights seemed to paso in front of the truok,
moving eastward., The lights followed a straight path and did not olimb or descend

and I did not see any trail or wmpour behind the lights". When asked how he knew the
time SMIPLEY gaid "Reg, EUAARDS paid "what ib the tipe?, "I was the only ono with a
watoch which I lockpd at said ten past aix", :

Ly

_ |, =% i : "t
4. Foginald EDTARDS, P.X.0. transport driver, of Hawthorme Porade, HAEERPIELD,

_wae interviewsd ond said "On Saturday; 4rd May I was sitting in a P.R.G. truck io Eau

Strest, outsid$ the Enfield Fost Office with Ken. SHIPLEY wnd Bill, AYDERSOR, who are .
also P.M.0, employees. I loaned forward in the cabtin 'm press the starter| button and
saw some bright 1ights moving soross the sky, I said to the others "look at this,”

and we a1l watohed for a few seconds;-then got out of the truak and stood in the

strest for o few more seconds watohing, The lights wont behind a sloud snd we lost

them, SHIPLEY saw thes re-appear and we watohed tfem until thoy went behind & oloud
and wo did not see them mgain.} The lights reminded me of a ship st som at night with
just the 1ights visible Lut no suporstructure, ~ Fhoy travelled in a straight line, did
not rise or fall and scezed to te moving from cast to west, I thought the epeed may
have been about 500 miles ‘por hour, ‘1 later rang the SYDNEY MORVING HERALD ard told
them =y story. Whon asked how large the lights were, in comparison with the streest
1ights which werd on at the time of the intorview, EDWARDS pointed out an overhead
stroet light atout 300 yerds away and said the lights he had seon wore approximately
the same size and celeur. The light indicated by ZDWARDS wue: the normal yollow strect
lighting. ' :

. Ba ,{ T, Irf:qulaEBHEIE. an ox=R.A.A.F. Offiaer who fs now an airoraft gaptain
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oxployed by East-West Airlines, was- interviewsd and ho ssid "At about 0610 hours on
drd Eay I wae in a taxl with my First Officar, John HEIXRY and the miroralt hostess,
Wnen the taxi was about 400 yards north of the over-bridge whioh orosses 014 Bstany
Rond, VASCOT, I sighted throo 'large lights with a string of szaller 1ights behind
them.in the scuth-west, They travelled Tapidly, straight and level, in an sastarly -
direction and finally diesppenrcd tehind a oloud bank. The three lights in front
wore vary inteace and white, and the smmller lights less, intense and more of a yollow
oclour, ~The lighto apprared to Lte visiblo for .approximately five to ten seconds, At |
tho. time" of tho-sighting I thoupht.it wae protably a jot airoraft”,

3 \ L.~ ks u B wh
. By ¥r, John HEMRY, man ex=-R.A.A.F. Lancaster pllet who is now a Firet Officer
with Zast-Tlost Alrlines, caid "At approximatoly 0610 hours on 3rd May 1 was in a taxi.
with Pruce MeFenzic and mn airline hoetess travelling south e MASCOT, when I alghted
goxe zoving lights ia the south-west., The lights moved scross £c'the east and dis-
wappeared. The lights gave me the first Impression of sunlipht ahining on a line of
wires, btut 1 realized this was not Lhe onse as the oun had apt rised and the street
lights were off. The lights re=inded me of a¥.1l, with s V.2, exhaust. I kave seen
‘toth V.1's. and V.2'sa. whilst oversoss in Eizland", :

T Captain L. P. LEE, en' ex-R.A.A.P, pilot and now a pilot o=ployed by T.A.A.
taid "At atout 0C00 hours on Srd May I was driving my oar along the Hume highway
npproxizntoly twelve %o fifteen =miles from MITTAONG on to SYDUEY, !I sighted an
intease white 1ight,. round like a"Poll, at an elevation of 30° gtove-the horizon,
Tho light moved mcross the sky from southewest to oast and as it moved across it
sppoared to lost its intensity and a string of szaller lights, like a tail appeared
to troAk away {rom tho main. tody. This gave a blunt nosed cigar shape to, the light.

.- l.omtohed the otjoot for about 80 soconds and it sesmed to smfintain & streight and
lovol sourse to the east witil it disappesred, 1 stoppod the joar and discussed the

aatter with Nr. Denis FOLTON, nlac of T.A.A., who was following me in ancthor oar,

o both dismissed the 1ight ao  large meteorite which finally broke wp”. -, :

Ba Ur, ¥.J. Judge, & nerve sploialist, No, 260 Victoria Avenue, Chatswood, said
"At approximately 0610 hours on 3rd Mday I wae drivin W'uu on Strathlfield boule=
varde frea Strathfield to Enfield on my way to the LAYKSTUT™ aeredrome, I am an
' Anstructor with the RLn;Trord Smith Air Sorvices, I oltserved a bright, oigar-shaped
objeot with & oluster of lights at the forward end.and s similar oluster at the rear
ond, I sew m groy mass connecting the two olusters of lights and I estimmted the
hoight to be.approximately 5,000 feot and the speed 500-8600 milas per hour, The
otjeot noved from woot to cast, wppeared to'descond slightly and disappeared fro= my
view behind a oloud. On my arrival at Fanketowa I told Mr, ‘Willim=m PURNS, who ia
aloo an instructor at the Club, of my sighting, Mr, BURNS told mo that what I had
#o0n was' a Constellation miroraft arriving ahead of nohedule, I estimated the time
of sighting at 0610 ae' I had just.proviously heard OG08 piven over tho radie, I
have since received m telephone oall from anbther ex=B.A.A.7. pilot, Mr, Thomas KING,
who told-ma he had also seen the ohject #% the oame tims,” . ;

9. Ur, Thozas ¥ING, an employve of Lh4 Ennk of New Scuth Wales, Hunter Street,
SYDWNEY, wme interviewed. Mr, KING e an ex~R.A.A.F. officer and is at prosent Clying .
ot PANESTOWY as an R.A.A.F. roservist, He snid "I was driving my car along Lano Cove |
Road, RYDE,.proceeding in & southwesterly dirocotion when 1 saw m bright light, 1ike '
& partioularly btright ster, direotly ahoad st an clevation of 35°, The light' was o
blus=white colour. The'light first apmared to be stationary and them seomed tg emit

‘s trail or tall of light or eparie-and then moved rapidly to the southecast passing .
from my aight behind & clouwd. I suppose 1 watohed it for mbout ten sesonds but I did

not, see eny ‘particular shape nor oould I'estimato the speed",
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10, ilr. ‘I’h'l‘.i-.n ﬂoturt JURMS, Aircraft Acoident Inspeotor m;ﬂnynd h;y Qantas
Eapire Airwmys, MASCOT, said "ﬂ‘l: atiout 0610 hours on 3Ird May I was drhing o
HHIET{'I'I'H asrodroma mnd my attention was drawn to au mirordft in the sduth-west, by .
my sompanion Mr. Charles FISHER, thu Operations Offioer, He said "The Constella-
tion. 18 & bit sarly this moraing.” I glanced up and saw what appéared, te bs the sun

* shiping en the tolished surface of an siroraft fuselage., I sald 1t fs & bit off 1_:‘hu

Connio's coursd; it is probatly m D.C.4. The objeot appeared to be ﬂ}r_in; on &
straight course in the direction of UASCOT, It secmed to be atout 3000-4000 feot
atowe the ground travelling. at = normal aircraft spood. I did not follow its flight
and merely dismissed it as ad alroraft approaghing MASCOT, Eluluqumtl;r T wan ;
Anformed that no aireraf® arrived at MASCCT at or about that time," . S

'11 Ur. l':hnr',lu PISHER, Qoantas Hrm_,rs upurn iong Q<licer, uid .M. atout 0510

nours on 3rd My I obsmerved what I thought was o Constellation niroraft to ‘the
south-west, I saw what appearcd Lo be the sun shining on the poliehed surface of an
aireraft and_thoypht I saw o fin-ahepod similar to the fih of a Constallation., I

. aaid ta Nr, FURIS "Thers is a Constellatien coming in, o is a bit early today®.

EURNS enid "It 1h & bit of[ track, ft S tco far south for the Constollation, it may
e 'a'D.C.4"%, I&man pulsequently tole tha & the Constellation I expeated to see did
nl:at arrive at MASCOT, until abéut 0710 hours". . ;

12, Ilr. Jamss EDWARDS, Clerk, of ‘io. 3 Towradgl Hnlli, Iﬂﬂmﬂﬂ] (HMM IYLLI and
FWOLLOYOONG) said At atout ten prat six on ‘the morning of 3rd May I wae walking °
from =y home in TOWRADGI Roed towards PRINCE'S HICGHWAY. I saw a qluster of lights at
i olevation of atout 30° to 40° {n tho southewnst, travel l4np cant, The colour of
thn Light s yollow, ainilnr to a troet lights. The cluster appeared to emit o ~
discharge and break up slightly leaving a trail of light. The speed of movement ;
snomod to be atout half the oppod of o falling sthr. The lights appearsd to aroas the
coastline due ssuth of ny position and disappeared tohind a cloud cut to sen, I
could not sme any shape a:r ai=s",

13, Hr, Eelvin ELL,IB, Ho. 39 Hawkestury Read, WESTREAL, eaid "I wmae riding n notor
oyele pouthbound alonp the BOME lllGEl'I'I'AI just on the SYDNEY side of BAROD, whan 1
observed a blueswhite 1ight Latween the treas, It appoared to be owal |hlpud It
sopeprod to be owval shaped, tapering to a point at the rear and seened to te travele
ling north=east, I stapjed the motor oyole and with my companion.Viss Roza

CRITTEXDON, watohed the light disappear tehind some treos. I astimated the tice %o hu
- Httirn i.ftur six A.M. by the distance I had travelled and the faot tiat I had
turned!off ny hoedlarp and Fas drhring with the park light on. The light -prqlrcd to
travel in a straight line and left.m trail of sparks approximately the same length
as-tho main body rut the light of fhe trail was loss trilliant".

4. Miss Roma CRITTENDOY, No, 55 Weston Street, !ARRIS PERK, sald "I was travele
1ling on & motor oyple with Kelvin ELLIS of WESTMEAD on tho morning of 3rd May,  Just
befores full daylight I saw a blue-whitp light, oval in shaps, between the trees with
a trail of ldghs with & lesser trilliance tehind i{t, I wmtghed it for |a short time
until I Joet sight of it beliind seme treoos. It appeared to Ye travelling In [
straight line towards tho northeesst”. |

16. Coptain C.J, IRELAND TA"™ Eranch, Viotoria Hnrrmh. SYUREY, wasn {nterviewsd un

this wmatter, to said: "I was trevelling by car on the PUNCE'S HIGIFAY near HEATHCGTE

at approximately 0600-0810 hours on 3rd Ney when I saw an objsot oross'from the south-

woot to the east at an elevation nl‘ nlout 30°, The ohjept was brilliantly lighted,

|Tm7frunt portion was an intonno white with e tlue ‘tint end a string of following
coPY
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1ights ‘wero yellow and flickerings I wntched the olject for' epproximatoly 46 seconds
during which time it travelIled Yhrouph spproxinately ‘60° commencing in the south-
weat and finally dissppeering tehind a lerge fhunder-hoad cloud over the sea, ‘Wnen

I first sighted the object I was driving at about BO m.p,h. I nlaﬂli down and with
ny fist clenched and ara outstretohed I covered the obtject with my fist. At the tige
of sighting I thought the objeot wmas a jet airdraft approximately over FIAMA (60
“~wiles south). The objact abpesred to be mlout doibtle the lemgth-of-a Convair aire

_oraft at three miles”. : : e 5

.16, Mr, Arthwr ¥illiam FIDLER, 506 Oxford Street, BONDI- JUMCTION, ox=R.A.A. 7.
pilot said. ™At atout 0810 hours I was standing oo tho 'firkt tec at the BASTLAKES 'Golf
Course waiting to Hit off at 0616 hours. I was looking to the scuth sind saw an
.otject with a fuselage shape brightly 1lit, in the sopth-west, The light wus white.
and ‘the elevation atout 40%, 1 suw the objeat for :Eaut four or five segonds, The
light sppeared less intense at the rear of" tha oljeot and it mainteioed a etraight
sasterly course finally disappearing intc a tank ‘of oumulus oloud. I formed the
fhprossion that it wae & fighter type of aireraft and net a bemter type®.'T

17. Mr, G. McKEWZIE, 66 Linda Strest, EELFIELD, and & P.YUiG. eaployes, maid
"thortly after,8 A.W. on 3rd May I was standing at the Jaak deor of the house looking -
to the south, I.saw a large white light move across the sy and it appeared to te
reund in shape. It did not have any tail or tre!l and-wes trovelling at an elavation
of approximately 50° to 40°. It finally disappearcd behind & cloud”,

18. ¥r, 5. #. HILL, Aillorest Avenus, HURSTVILLE, said "A%t atout 6,16 AN, on Srd
May whilst parked on the roadside near MINNANURRA oan %he south coast, my dompanion
Les, LOYO drow'ny attention to a larte lighted otjept in the wiky scuth of.whers L
were stacdlang. It appeared to bte & lerge sirship, brightly lighted and yollow in
colour, I ostimets it would be mbout 200 feet long, When I firgt saw it I thought
it would be abtout over BERAY and travelling [rom the woat to the east, It aronsnd
the oomst and dissppeared out to sea. I did mot hear pny noise”.’ 2 .

19, . Mr, Leslie LONG, 28 Coogee lay Road,*COOGEE, said "I wans with Stan. Hill near
NINNAMURRA on srd May. T wms standing at the side of the truck Tacing seuth when 1
saw what I tocok to be m large airship coming from the weat and travelling in an
eastorly directicn. I'drew Stan's attontion to it and we both watehed it for a few
soconde, mtil it dioappeared out to som. It wes brightly lighted and I {orned the
opinion that it wae an sirship". ' : .

20.  Dr. A.R, HOOG, Assistant Commonwealth Hntunrn]nglht. WS in't-ur-rluw\l at U, .
STROMLO, A.C,T. ©Dr, EOGO said that no otservations of the smightings reported in the
‘nowspspers, had been made on Ird Hay at Wt, Stromlo, In oxplanation of the eightingh
he said timt on or alout May 8th showers of radiants fram meteors mmy be sven Juot
Lefors suhrise. These phowers oocur monually &né nay te expeqted - over o periad of
severnl days sarly in May, Dr, H0OG explaired that-metoors and neteoritos bédoows
visible whon enteridz the earth's atmosphere, -which extends to approxinately sixty
(80) kilometren atote the earth's ourflace. | : :

2 v L L L] .

zl, 1t will be potod that in everyiomse the reported sighting ocourrod in the
scutijern sky ohortly af%er 0800 ‘hcirs, the direction of movement teing epproximmtely -
wont to sagt. Although it has not teen poesible to.definitely fix the exact time anch
sighting was made, it is considered that all ‘sightings woro oade at the seme time,
this time boing approximately 0810 hours on 3rd May and thereford it is assunad that
u.]l-p-urdona ruported the same sighting, ’ i % i
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22, Where an impression ur d!.l':mnq has teen fnrnnd in most omses’' the ohsarver

wns of the opinien that the lightes or ¢‘l::,=q..t were within a ten =ile radius, and
wheare an nttntta of elavation has been ande the oomsensus of oplnlon is betwean

30° to 40°,  Although +arious izpross ions of ooloyrs and sicen of lightt wore glven,
e i auhﬂ#orod that the variations in reports were. in most apnen due o the short
length of time the light-was seen. :

23., The 1nﬂltirnt1n5 nﬂ‘l.:mrt "'or;aed the !‘olluxin; opinlunt . "
- {
“h 'ﬂ'n lighting wms ol a llght, not of an ob ut.
be “Thé 1ight wae of = consideratle diﬁuuu not lags than! sixty {EG] :nl.lnu}
frgm the e arth's surface. r
O 'i'hu J.ight wasn pru'buhl:,r cdaused hy o ooteor or siailar tady,

In' ru;;lrd té-the. l.tn'm opinions l-hnow sovaral rcpnr't.l gtuted than an ol ject.

had, ‘r-nn geen, 1t is corsl Iarud that thé cbeervers in throe ocases may have been
! influstoed ’i.}r a prﬂimu reading of ruports in newspapers und magetiness The distancd
faotor is borne out iu that all cbaervers ware fmoinp-the southern eky and wt.il:.. nll
had the opinion that the 1ight wab merely's few niles awey, the most scutherly sight-,
ing at MINNAMURRA (ses paras. 18 and 13) was lpprn‘xlmtaly rirty (60) ‘sputh of the
 post northerly sighting, It will alsc te notnd that the oteerver in pera, 12 pgave the
slovation as botwoen 30° and-40°, This obssrver was some thirty (30} miles mouth of
SYDNEY whioch furthor supports  the cpinion of great dietance, thurn being lititle chdnge
of elevation although the olesorver is thirty 30) =lles oloser te the light. Further-

moFe, newapaper reports of sightings in Viotoris at the samn tine, mhich were gol
investigated, support the apinion that the 11 hits or-of Jc:l_'r.n wora & uo-n_'{-:i-:rqun
distanaoe from the earth's surflace. | ' -

!

24. In support o! the -:'I:unr thapty many obeervere gave thoir ':I.npre:nlun ae o
large light or lights, followed ty smaller lights, The dnvestigating offidere are of
~the opinion that this imprassion nnuld be gilven by the break up of a hrp;q meteor,

26. Hepammandations, _ .
| ' i
It i3 recompandod that any .f.‘lttu.ru invéstigations as & resuls &7 rlﬂ'lupnpur
raports le nunduumd as followni

a; Coples of rll loading Etltu and Interetate dtﬂy nemptp-nra kn ntu‘p:ﬁ
unwring the pariud of the rupqrtl- -

" THe Goumnl-tlth Msteorologint e contasted lor an npini:m as to r;murtn .

and nghtingl m.l.dﬁ by offioial obsarvire. .=
I -

g, Indhiduul intorviews then le undertaken 1if deemed 1ncqan:qr;-. e

26, ° Attaghed arc ocples of verious reperts which apreared in 3YDNEY newspapers,
I, i '
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