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Alleged Sighting of Flying Discs, [ 7emce
¥hite Sands Proving Ground, New 1, 17, 18 Octobar 1949

MARVIN MILES, Aviation Editor, Los Angeles Times, Los ingeles, California,
refused to reveal source for his story appearing in 30 August 1949 issue of
the Times wherein it was stated that an object was sighted in the sky at
White Sarids Proving Ground as late as Friday (26 August 1949). MILES did
state, however, that he was in the Captain's office of the USN when he
overheard part of the verbal report on the sighting of the object. MILES
said the Captain (believed to be Capt. GORRY) knew origin of the report

gince it was made to him, MILES would not elaborate other than to state
that the source was also an officer at the USN, WSPG, and was not an official
visitor nor an enlisted Navy man. CLETE ROBERTS, Newscaster, Statiocn KFiB,
Hollywood, California, stated that much of the information contained in his
newscast was obtained from remarks made by Commander McLAUGHLIN, USN, WSPG.
Commander McLAUGHLIN mentioned, according to ROEERTS, the fact that an object
had been sighted in the sky recently and that the photographs thereof "didn't
turn out." ROBERTS said that he belisved that MILES' source for the recent
sighting of an object in the sky was a Naval Commander, believed to be named
JANSEN, AUSTIN CONOVER, Reporter, Hollywood Citizen-News, Hollywood, Cali-
fornia, also published an article concerning the sighting of "flying disks"
or "flying saucers" at WSPG, and stated sources were USN Commanding Officer
at WSPG (believed to be Captain GORRY) and others cited in his article:
Commander ROBERT McLAUGHLIN and HOMER E. NEWELL, JR.
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1, ‘this investigation was conducted in order to determine who had
furnished information at white Sands rroving Ground regarding the mighting
of flying disks to MARVIN MILES, Heportes, Los Angeles Times, and ULEIs
RUBERTS, Newscaster, Hadio Station KFwB.

Ay Lus ANGELes, CALIFORNIA
2. Prior to interview with

the Los Angeles rimes on ‘uesd
forwarded to D0 #17 with copies\:

odpy of his article released in
%, was secured and is being
the article reads as follows:

oy, ¥, OFPICERS Siss FLILNG SAUGSHS
BY MAHVAN MALKS

oS SANUS PROVING GRuuny, N.M,, Aug. 29—rlying saucers--or at
least mysterious flying "objects"-~have been sighted by service personnel
at this vital center of America‘'s upper air research.

sy talked with three men, two senior officers and an enlisted tech-
nician, who reported seeing strange objects in the sky, cne as recently
as last iriday during preparation for a high-altitude missile flight.

»jn all fairness, it must be pointed out that other officers and
engineers at mhite sands scoff at the reports and put them down to
imagination, weather balloons, dual images in high-powersd optical equip-
ment, or possibly distant planes reflecting sunlight.

“pxperienced Ubservers

"yet the men who gave these reports presumably are familiar with such
possibilities and well acquainted with the appearance of balloons and
plmnmdth-qdmticﬂmttotﬂmgatlnndpnmmtm sky for
long moments. :

wne officer believes, sincerely, that the objects seen are space
ships and declared that a ballistic formula applied to cne observation
through a photo theodolite showed the *ship® was 35 to 40 miles high——an
' ' eraft of fantastic sise and traveling at incredible speeds
of three to four miles a second!

"fhe observer in this case, he said, was tracking a balloon into the
upper air when the object swept across the balloon's path and cavorted
for some 10 seconds--taking turns up to 22 times the foroe of gravity—-
pefore it disappeared. 1t had no visible means of propulsion.

- wihe enlisted technician reported seeing an object at 3:35 p.u., last
June 1, as he was tracking the course of a Y-2 test rocket in a 20-power
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elevation telescope, an instrument that can follow a missile to altitudes
of 100 miles or more.

wi) don't know what it was, but L had never seen anything like it
before,' he told me. 'it seemed to be metallic, but L couldn't tell its
size, its speed or its altitude, it would be impossible unless you knew
one of the three factors.!'

e added he had informed his superiors of the incident and was told
the next morning he had seen a ‘disk.’

"weather palloon?

"A check of one officer elicited the response: ‘it was probably a
weather balloon,' but he declared the enlisted technician is considered

@ reliable man,'

"Last rriday's object was seen by a senior officer shortly after 1l
a.m. and reported to the unit commander. <the observer was preparing for
~a missile firing and scanning the skies through binoculars.

“1T don't know what it was, but it came out of the north in a shallow
dive and turned west. No. I wouldn't guess at speed or sise.'

"He hastened to explain he is a 'skeptic.'
"Proof for Skeptic

mIsn't seeing such a thing the best proof for a skeptic,' he was
asked,

MT should say it was,' he smiled. ‘'But I just saw something and
reported it.!'

"In all, some five reports have been made in the last six months,
one officer said, with only one last year.

"On one occasion, he told me, three of four officers saw a flying
object with the naked eye, and at another time two amaller objects were
observed to 'chase! a test rocket, These may have been dual images on -
the telsscopes, he said, although they were seen from several widely
separated stations.

“anoruundtotmtho'fhiuuw' question out of the
reala of housewives' stories and the tales of air transport pilots. Still

they have actually proved nothing—-merely added to the mystery."

3, It is observed that the title of the article as given in the reference
report was, "REPORTERS HEAR DISC TALES AT WHITE SANDS," and mentioned the fact
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that photographs of the objeot had been ruined, The aforequoted article was
secured from the pictorial issue of the Times and therefore may have been
changed somewhat from the other issues,

4. MARVIN MILES, Aviation Editor, Los Angeles Times, limes
202 First Street, Los Angeles, was questioned concerning his article and his
first remark was, "Do you think I made it up?" MILES was definitely reluctant
to talk as to the source of the information for his article but finally gave
the following account.

5. MILES stated that he was in the Navy Office at White Sands Proving
Ground when someone came in the office to talk with the Captain, MILES claimed
he could not recall the Captain's name and when the name "GURHY" was suggested
to him he sald he gnessed that was the name. At any rate, the "someone" was
a man who made a report to the Captain concerning the sighting of an object in
the sky on Friday (26 August 1949). MILES claimed that he overheard part of
the story but claimed he could not recall exactly what he had overheard. How-
ever, he further claimed that he did not talk to the man at the time but later
sought him out and questioned him further. MILES said the man refused to give

his name but he later learned the man's name and that the man was not a civilian

visitor, not a member of the press who were at WSPG during that period, but was
a naval officer, . MILES would not give the rank of the officer nor would he
give the writer the name of the officer, but added that Captain GORRY could
supply that information if 0SI needed it, MILES then wanted to know if O8I
was "trying to get someone in trouble" and he was advised that the purpose of
the ingquiry was to determine his source for his story in order that that person
could be interviewed for further details.

6., MILES called attention of the writer to the second paragraph of his
article wherein he stated that three men, two senior officers and an enlisted
technician, had reported seeing strange objects in the sky, one as recently as
last Friday (26 August 1949) during preparation for a high-altitude missile
flight, MILES said that this was true, He stated that one of these officers,
whose name he would not furnish, had told him about other occurrences which had
been noted at WSPG, MILES strongly suggested that the officer in question was

Commender DOUGLAS C. McLAUGHLIN, U.S,N., WSPG, but claimed he did not recall
the officer's name, The second officer mentioned in his article was apparently

also officially stationed at WSPG from the way MILES talked, but he would not
elaborate on this,

7. MILES disclaimed any knowledge about an allegation or rumor of any
phutogﬂphlblinglpoﬂodmmijbrwhdtoh&uhmwothdmzﬁ
August 1949 was seen.

8. CLETE ROBERTS, Newscaster, Radio Station KMWB, Hollywood, appeared
nrymindmthuinurﬁnﬂthhnmdﬂahdthathedidmtm
rnrmbnth-thoud:tthltth-nuruforthe%hgutlswaightmgorthl
objutinthadqmlcmndnrJM,ormmchm, but that MILES,
not he, got this story. RORERTS intimated that MILES had told him this.
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9. ROBERTS advised that he did not intend to break any story about
thoubacmmmmmwummmtmmmmmm& 3Q August
1949, he noticed MILES' article in Times, ROBERTS further advised that
ot he
re

the
he called MILES and said in effect that he thought that there was to be mo
publicity on the matter, to which MILES replied to the effect that GLAD HILL
[mmaﬂnfo:ic!hummnlttmddmmmﬂnsping
to break a story and he "wanted to beat him to the punch." ROBERTS stated
that he communicated with HILL and HILL denied that he was going to release

any such story.

10. ROBERTS further stated that since MILES' story had already broken
he, ROBERTS, saw no harm in broadcasting & little news item on his radio
mmtiupmpuunuhi:mrwtwmuh-nn“:mumxs
hidnnor;mdhnalmhadbmt.nth-snotuts:bmmbuthudnnnm
similar to MILES'. As & result ROBERTS said that he mentioned over the radio
unaomtl?h?ttnt.objnotahndbcmﬂghtodinthcdqntmﬂmdndcl
few remarks about the type of objects, the speed of the objects and the height
of the objects in the sky, ROBERTS further said that subsequently he saw
mwmmupolmmwmco—nwmtmmmm ’
Commander McLAUGHLIN said, "Oh, that's all right., I don't care."

11. ROBERTS went on to state that he received quite a bit of information
on the subject from Commander McLAUGHLIN, among which were: V)/

a. WSPG had an observation point located about 42 miles from WSPG
located on a hilltop where observations had been made of objects in the sky

since 1947.
b. Objects other than rockets have been sighted in the sky.

¢. On one ocoasion two disks, or objects, were sighted in the sky
and were flying alongside of a V-2 test rocket, one on each side of the rocket. )

One of the objects dmppadbum.ndthernnk-tinth.nportnﬂmdthunpﬂlod
nplpintotmrnmmﬂtimatthosid.nfthumt,mdt.hanbot.hnbj-ntn

d. Inﬂlprob-hilitymmrmacunhon or objects from other .
s were checking on the tests—based on the fact that such occurrences 2 )

nmdtatlkuphuonlrduringth-mmt and other types of tests.

o nmmﬂudmummmu|thmu/
was three years age.

f. Objects have been sighted at least six times. Z/

12. msnttodthntinndﬁitiontnmnwnmrhhnmdnmud
that the U. S. Hmulmdmmminnrlﬂmrndionlﬁontohrmhh
ymannmdnnmmwusitinmthnomutm lecture to the news
and radio group. mmdidmtmtinnthonuuorthuatmbﬂitinpn-
lnnndfrmana:-inlti.nnnrthclistarvintusltmuammttaattm
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he referred to DOUG DOUGLAS and MICHAEL DOUGLAS, both of whom were allegedly
representing Radio Station KRXD, (los Angeles). The orientation lecture was
given by Captain GORRY, according to ROEERTS.

13, ROBERTS was questioned further about any knowledge of a recent
sighting of an object as indicated in MILES' article heretofore quoted and
he stated that he "was not in on this" but put "two and two together" and
related the following incident., ROBERTS stated that he was recording for a
future broadcast and was under and past the restraining ropes, where the rest
urthotiad.td.ngmmm-,inard-rthathclightptthomm'm:h'
as it was being pumped into the rocket. As he stepped back under the re-
straining ropes he overheard Commander McLAUGHLIN say something to samecne-—
identity not known--about objects being sighted in the sky. ROBERTS said that
he then made a remark to Commander McLAUGHLIN about him "holding out on him"
and the Commander mentioned something about a recent sighting and some photo-
graphas, ROBERTS said that he questioned the Commander about the last remark
and the Commander seemed embarrassed. ROBERTS remarked that the Commander f
"hedged" on this point and said the photographs "didn't twrn out," or words
to that effect, indicating that the photographs were taken but that through {
some error the results of the photography were useless.

1L, ROBERTS concluded by stating that if a "direct quote" was necessary
as to who was supplying information to at least some of the commentators and
newsmen that the writer should talk to AUSTIN CONOVER of the Hollywood Citizen-
News. It is noted that CONOVER was also listed as a visitor at the test.

15, ‘The writer checked the library files of the Hollywood Citisen-News
at their offices at 1545 North Wilcox Avenue, Hollywood, California, and located
a story dstelined Tuesday, 30 August 1949, by AUSTLN CUNOVsR, This article is
hoingfornrd-dtom#l?dthmpiuofthisrlportmdthaarticlauldu
follows:

"ROAMING AROUNV
With Austin Conover
WFLYING DISKS REAL, SAY ROCKET EXPERTS

mgysterious flying objects that are called 'flying saucers' or 'fly-
ing disks' have been sighted by rocket experts at White Sands Proving
Ground, New Mexico,

"During a visit there last week, I was told by a top Navy officer
who has had long experience in observing high-altitude missiles:

nfhile sunbathing one day recently I saw a mysterious object cavort-
ing high in the air above me,

" Just hfomtm,ltmdmlmﬂwkmmmmt two such
objects were observed by a pﬂydﬁlmm visiting here. At that
6
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time I was skeptical, They insisted that I make the report.’

"Hower E. Newell Jr,, a top civilian scientist with the Naval Re-
search Laboratory at White Sands, commented: 'I have never seen a
flying saucer, T discount all of the reports about them except a few,
Some just can't be dispelled as pure myth, hallucination, weather
balloons, or shadows of rockets on clouds.'

"1 Flying disks,' sald Comdr. Robert McLaughlin, who since 1939 has
been engaged in rocket research, 'have nothing to do with any experimeats
carried on by American scientists or for that matter by anyone on earth.

MIf these things are real, they come from another planet, where
creatures are far ahead of us in science.

"I heard it said that they are space ships from Mars which have
been attracted to the earth by our atomic bomb explosions and, fascinated
by what they saw, have continued to keep an eye on us,!'

A rocket to the moon is 'a long way off,' according to the White
Sands scientists, who this year sent a rocket to the record height of

250 miles.

"ijje need better metals to withstand the powerful thrusts needed to
send a rocket beyond the earth's gravitational pull,’ remarked a rocket

expert.,

e need more powe. “ul propellants,' said another, who suggested
that atomlc energy may be the solution.

The American Rocket Society, which has a test site near Roswell,
New Mexico, was mentioned for its pioneering in rocket research during the
1920s and 1930s.

*The late Dr. Robert Goddard, its founder, and his assistant at one
time, Charles Lindbergh, were singled out for special praise.

"The G.mnamomwm?-zmckdmnidtowalumd
much from the research of those two men. :

NtThere will never again be mass bomber flights over enemy instal-
lations,' commented Comdr. McLaughlin.

"lhch&nhncbulopldnqhtlhthnpomtthlttm-ﬂlm
lnkmtmptlintbdrmtthnushrlpnnlnmaﬂdamnin

the sky, when they explode.

"ije have found evidence that the Germans were working on such
rockets when the war ended.
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"Such is rocket research today that only a few fast, high flying
plmuinthonm“rlﬂlhlbhtnptthmuhtath-irtargn.'

"No German sclentists are today doing rocket research at White
Sands Proving Ground.

"He were told that they are working on & secret project at an Air
Force Base near El Paso,

"ihite Sands Proving Ground base is 50 miles north of El Paso, The
testing is done in a 30-by-200-mile area between the Organ Mountains
and the Sacramento Mountains,

"The Navy has requested that we newsmen who visited the base last
week not release the story of what we saw there until Sept. 6."

16. AUSTIN CONOVER, Reporter, Hollywood Citizen-News, was questioned
at the newspaper offices and he, like MILES, tried to be evasive and cagey.
However, he did admit that the information in the first four paragraphs of
his article indicating that "flying disks" or "flying saucers" had been
sighted by rocket experts at WSPG; that an‘object had been recently seen;
and that two reports had previously been turned in by the same party, had
been furnished to him by the Commanding Officer of the Navy Office at WSPG.
CONOVER claimed he did not recall the officer's name and vhen the name GORRY '
was suggested to him he said that he believed that that was the name of the
Commanding Officer, It is observed that the source of other quotes in the
article are named therein. :

17. An editorial was also located which was written by AUSTIN CONOVER
and appeared in the Hollywood Citizen-News on Monday, 5 September 1943, This
editorial is being for.arded to DO #17 with copies of this report and the
pertinent part of the editorial is quoted below:

"EDITORIALS CITIZEN-NEWS
"onday, Septeaber 5, 1949 HOLLYWOOD _
"HOW GUES THE WORLD BY AUSTIN CONOVER

"IMAGINATION OR MARTIANS

mihen scientists and military observers report that they, too, have
seen flying saucers in the sky, it's thought-provoking.

"I expected the reply, 'Bunk, there are no such things as flying
saucers,' when I asked about them at the government's big rocket-testing
base at White Sands, N.M., a foftnight ago.

mboqnurprhl,mm-huﬂmuuwmnmruhuda
no such off-hand response., Two said that they have seen flying ssucers.
One top military officer stated that a party of visiting scientists
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were so convinced that they saw them that he had to make a report to
Washington on the matter.

"My fellow newspapermen, working on their owm, found a similar
response among the officials whom they contacted.

"All of the scientists and military observers, whether or not
they had seen any, were agreed on this point: the saucers are not man-
made,

"David Lilienthal, chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission, dis-
misses as '"foolish' the suggestion that they may be something related
m Im'u “rn'li'lllliii!'“

18. Since the above editorial deals in generalities, no specific ques-
tions were asked CONOVER as to his source for the information set out therein

but he volunteered that he "sort of dreamed it up.”

19, It is noted that reference report indicates Commander McLAUGHLIN'S
name is DOUGLAS C. McLAUGHLIN, and that CONOVER'S article gives his name as
Commander ROBERT McLAUGHLIN, Since CONOVER could not remember the USN Com~

manding Officer's name it is possible he erred in recalling the correct first
name. It might also be mentioned here that none interviewed seemed to indi-
cate that the name MOORE (of the General Mills Aeronautical Laboratory) had
been revealed to them, although it appeared from their releases that the
contents of the report signed C. B. MOCHE had been discussed with them.

20, One copy of this report is being forwarded to District Office No. 12,
Scott AFB, for their possible information in the event that Captain EDWARD D.
DETCHEMENDY has as yet not been interviewed.

21, In connection with any further investigation which is conducted by
District Office No. 17, it is requested that extreme care be used in question-
ing any Naval personnel on information furnished in this report by CLETE
ROEERTS, Newscaster, KFWB, Hollywood, since he was very cooperative during
this investigation and attempted to be very helpful.

mm:
FOR_DISTRICT OFFICE NO. 17, KIRTLAND AFB

1. Article by MARVIN MILES, Los Angeles Times, 30 August 1949.
2. Article by AUSTIN CONOVER, Hollywood Citizen-News, 30 August 1949.
3, Editorial by AUSTIN CONOVER, Hollywood Citizen-News, 5 Sept. 1949.
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