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DECEPTI ON | SLAND UFO Sl GHTT NGS

By Capt. Caniel A Perisse

(Translated by . WIly Smth) -

ABSTRACT

. This paper objectively describes the. details of UFO sight-
ings occurring 22 years ago at Deception Island, one of the
South Shetland Islands, which are |ocated west of the Antarctic
Peninsula-in the Argentinian Antarctic Sector (FHgure 1).

| NTRCDUCTIT ON

_ A thetine of the events in 1965 the author, then a |ieutenant,
was the commander of the Argentinian Navy base at Deception Island.

The island, of volcanic origin, comprisesthe remains of a crater

fl ooded by the sea, which penetrates through a narrow opening (Hgure
2). It consists of a nountainous belt with an area of 127 square ki-
|oneters (499 square miles), surrounding a central body of water (Puerto
Foster) which has an average depth of 135 neters (44 ft). The surface
of this water freezes during the wnter to a depth of 1.50 m. (49 ft).
The external dianeter of the island is about 16 Km (86 nautical mles)
while the inside dianeter is approxi nat elg 11 Km (59 nautical mles),
the land belt having an average w dth of Km (L6 nautical miles).

The volcano is active, and eruptions have occurred in 1842, and more ¢
recently in 1967, 1969 and 1970. . Y

_ In June-July, 1965, three nations naintai ned research stations at
different |locations on the island, and personnel fromall of themwere
invol ved in the observations. Those bases were: the English Base "B":
at Cal eta Balleneros, the Chilean base ("Pedro Aguirre Cerda") at
Caleta Pendul urrL and the Argentinian post at Frst of Miy Bay. Seven
sightings wll be described in chronol ogi cal order.

H RST _SIGHTING

Oh Monday, June 7, 1965 at 19:50 hours, the neteorol ogical of-
ficer Jorge Stanich was performng a routine observation at the Ar-
gentini an base. The sky was conpl etely covered by stratus. The ob-
server noticed a stationary, bright, yellowlight at an altitude of 25
degrees above the horizon, and he estinated its di stance to be 2000
nmeters (6560 ft). The witness is rather certain that the duration of
the sighting was 5 seconds. ' _
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Fgure 1. Argentinian Antarctic Sector
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F gure 2
| - Deception Island
In the South Shetland Islands
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Comments:

1) By applying a very sinple trigononetric formula, h =d sin A
where d 1S the distance to the object and Ais its altitude, the height
h of the object above the horizontal plane can be obtai ned.

h=2000sin25=85m = 2772 ft.

2) Likewise, it is possible to calculate the linear distance fromthe
wtness to the vertical of the Obtj ect, which turns out to be 1800 ne-
tFers. This informati on was used to nmark the location of the object in
igure 3.

3) The witness reBorted the apparent dianeter of the object at arm's
length (60 cn) to be 1.5 cm It follows fromthis infornation that a
a distance of 2000 neters the actual UFO size was. 50 neters. :

4) In a second attenpt, the witness also indicated that the head of a
match (0.25 cnm) at arm's length (60 cn) covered % of the object's

wi dth, making its apparent dianeter 1 cm Hence, at a distance of
2000 m. , calculation shows an actual diameter of 35 meters. '

5

Thus, from3) and 4) above, it is possible to estimate the di ane-
ter of the UFO to be between 35 and 50 neters (115164 ft).

SECOND S GHTT NG

The follow ng day, Tuesday, June 8, 1965, at 2:20 hrs, the sane
observer had a new sighting under identical circunstances. A station-.
a_r%/ light was again observed for 4 seconds toward the Nw, with an al-
titude of 40 degrees above the horizon. The light was simlar in col-
or to the one detected the previous day and was al so bel ow the stratus
cloud deck of &8 coverage. The witness claimed to have heard a grave
sound of hardly any intensity two mnutes after the observation.

Comments:

1

) The weat her conditions being simlar for the two sightings, we are
ustified in assumng that the ceiling was the sanme both days (h =

m). Thus, for an observation angle of 40 degrees using the fornu-
la d=h/sin A, we obtain a distance of 1300 m ( ft) between ob-
server and UFO. :

2) Likewi se, the distance from the witness to the vertical of the ob-
ject is determned to be 1000 m (3280 ft), as shown in Figure 3.

3) According to the observer the angul ar size of the object was |ike
1'cmat arms length. Consequently, the actual dianeter at 1300 me-.
ters was 20 neters (65.6 ft).

4) In a second attenpt to estinmate the object's size, the witness in-

dicated that the head of a match (0.25cn) covered 1/3 of the object.
This estimate yields an actual dianeter of 15 meters (40 ft) at a
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di stance of 1300 neters.

5 From3) and 4), we conclude that the actual diameter of the UFO
was between 15 and 20 neters (4966 ft).

6) Fromthe information available, the author was unable to determne
any causal relationship between the observed light and the sound per-
ceived two mnutes |ater.

THRD S G NG

The third incident took place on Friday, June 18, 1965, and was
observed starting at 16:20 hrs by nine witnesses fromthe Cilean Ar
Force base. For a total of 25 mnutes, a bright and apparently solid
obj ect zigzaged fromthe east quadrant to the south quadrant, and
mai ntai ned an altitude above the horizon between 35 and 20 degrees.
Looking like a very large star, it was white with sone orange hues
while turning. The sky was starry with very few cl ouds.

FORTH SIGHTING

At 19:15 hrs on Friday, July 2, 1965, flve garri son nenbers of
the English Base "B" had a new sighting while doling routine neteoro-
| ogi cal observations. The w tnesses observed a light in the north
quadrant, zigzaggi ng, hovering and accelerating at times, and nain-
taining altitudes between 20 and 45 degrees above the horizon. The
light was green and red, at times yellow andwas observed for perhaps
1520 mnutes. The night was starry, with 1/8 sky cover of strato-
cumulus and practically no noon. The edges of the light resenbl ed’
those of a bright star. Lo

‘The remaining sightings (5th, 6th and 7th) are singularly inpor-
tant, as they pronpted the issuing of official statenents by the Ar-
gentinian Navy and the Chilean Air Force. The text of those conmuni -
ques are reproduced in Appendixes |, Il and IIl, but the follow ng
comments are approprlate T

Appendl X |; The description of the sighting is in general accurate,
but Tt nust be pointed out that the altitude of the-light above the
hori zon di d not exceed 35 degrees. The nunber of w tnesses bel ongi ng
to the Ngenti ni an post was 14, and the duration of the incident was
62 m nut es. IS I rrBossi ble to prove that the UFO observed earlier
fromthe Ngentml an base at the South Qkney Islands (5th sighting)
was the sane. The general direction of the UFO displacenent was east
to west. ' : o ‘

Appendi x II: The text of Bulletin #172 confirms the initial official
communi que. The UFO noved toward the left of the observers. The

aut hor cannot vouch for the existence of these magnetometers, neither
has he seen the correspondi ng recording.

Appendi x III The sighting at the English 'base- took place on July 2,
1965, : ' '

146



_MUFON Symposium Proceedings

CLb TAEATLLERE Y L

F FTH S GHT NG

. The site of this observation was the Argentinian base on Laurie
Island in the South Okneg Islands. A 17:03 hrs. on Saturday July 3,
1965, two meteorolgists, Jose Jarriek and Jose Mazzuchelli, observed
for 15 seconds a round_f)l ui sh-white obj ect moving east to west on a
parabolic path. Its size was bigger than a first magnitude star. Two
varioneters (instrunents that nonitor the |ocal magnetic field) regis-
tered sudden and strong disturbances of the magnetic field which were
recorded on their tapes at the tine of the incident (17:03).

S XTH S GHIT NG

The sane day,: Saturday Julg 3, 1965 at 19:20 hrs, nine garrison
menbers of the Chilean base (Pedro Aquirre Cerda) observed for 20 m n-
utes the maneuvers of a lumnous object of solid appearance and yel -
| owi sh-red col or which occasionally changed to green, yellow and or-
ange. It noved at high speed, nostly in a straight Iine with oscil -
| ations, but it also hovered nonentarily. A wake, apparently steam
followed its passage. It was initially observed toward the north at
40 degrees above the horizon, and finally di sappeared in_the clouds
toward the S¥ at an altitude of 45 degrees (Fgure 5). The night was
clear and starry, with a waning noon, 2/8 coverage of strato-cumulus
and a fewcirrus; the wnd was of the order of 80 Km/hr (50 miles/hr) (%),
The witnesses were performng routine neteorol ogi cal observations.

SEVENTH S GHIT NG

. This sighting took place at the Argentinian post just two mnutes

after the termnation of the previous observation at the Chilean base.
It lasted 62 mnutes, from19:42 to 20:44, and was wi tnessed at differ-
ent noments by a total of 17 persons (14 menbers of the Argentinian
garrison and three visiting (hilean sub-officers). The UFO was de-
scribed as a circular object of solid appearance with a red center and
i Il defined edges of changing colors (yellow green, orange, blue and
white). Itwas noving in a zigzagtra ectory fromright to left wth
respect to the witnesses, appearing initially toward the NNw. with 30
35 degrees altitude. Its naneuvers at |ow speed included hovering, ac-
celerations, reversals of direction and lumnosity changes. It was
hidden at times behind the clouds (stratus), but 1t was also noticed in
front of the cirrus backdrop. It finally disappeared toward the Nw,
decreasing in size and gaining altitude. ~ The di stance between obj ect
and observers was estinated first as 10-15 Km (6.2-9.3mles) and |ater
on as 20-30 Km (12.4-18.6mles). The. UFO wWas first noticed by Sub-
Gficer Aldo Irusta who was at the meteorol ogi cal observat or)( of the

ost. .Theweather conditions during the sighting were totally simlar

o0 those of the sixth observation. )

- mm M e e oA SR SR SR e s Em Em B R Em e Ay W W SR EF SR SR SR W MW SR e W m em o o =

(*) e nust recall that July at the South Pole is midwinter when the
bases are totally cut off fromthe rest of the world.
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Comments:

1) The average of the first distance estimates is 12.5 Km while the
mean for the second estimates is 25 Km Thus, the average val ue for
‘all determnations is 1875 Km (1L6 mles). : .

2) Since the normal height of cirrus clouds is of the order of 10 Km.,
we can use the fact that the UFOwas moving in front of themto nmake an
estimate of the nmaxi numpossible distance. We use the formula: d (nax)
=h/ sin A where Ais the average altitude (0 + 35) /| 2 = 33 degrees,
and h = 10 Km to obtain a distance of 18.4 Km (114 m/les).

3) The results of 1) and 2) above are consi st ent, and establish that
the distance to the UFOwas between 18.4 and 18.75 Km (11.4-11.6miles).

4? The distance between the observers and the vertical of ‘the UFO
follows fromthe formila htan A which yields 154 Km (9.6 miles).

5 According to the wtnesses, the shapé of the object was simlar
to a rugby ball and |ooked |ike a Bunsen burner flane with the colors
I ndi cat ed” above. . _

6) Binoculars and a theodolite were used during the observation.

7) The observers indicated that a match head (0.25 cn) at arms
|ength (60 cnm) covered the UFO totally. .Thus, at a distance oOf 184 Km
Its actual dianmeter was 75 nmeters (246 ft). :

8) A second size estinmate was based on the fact that the UFO was
covered by the head of a nail (0.3 cn) at arm's length (60 cm)., A a
distance of 18.4 Kmthis yields a dianeter of '90 m. (295 ft).

9) From?7) and 8) above it follows that the actual size of the UFO
was sonewhere between 75 and 90 neters (246-295 ft).

10) As indicated at the tinme by the author's statenents to the press
in Buenos Aires, attenpts to photograph the object were nade. ‘Those
attenpts failed, because the available filmhad very low sensitivity
(20 DII_\IZ) and because the strong prevailing wind (50 miles/hr) made it

| Mpossi [e to set up the canera for time exposure photography.

To conclude this paper, the author deens it appropriate to nention
the last incident that occurred in the Antarctic during this period.
The event took place during sone undetermned night in. August, .1965 at
the Argentinian post. at the South O kney Islands. Menbers of the gar-
ri son observed f%u.r UFGs over Uuguay Bay, located in the north of -
Laurie Island. Maintaining a rhomboidal fornation, they proceeded
slowy over the frozen sea in a west er!okl direction, showng a slight
up- and- down notion as the¥ advanced. a certain nonment during the
sighting, a vivid flash of light seened to_orlﬁn_nate froma point on
the vertical belowthe UFO group, illumnating Tike daylight the whol e °
island. The UFGs continued their slow notion toward the west, finally
di sappearing behind the hills on that part of the island. _
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~ This sighting culmnates the orchestration of the Antarctic obser-
vations, as a prefude to the wave of reports to occur during the sec-
ond half of 1965. , '
ANTARTIC UFO S CHII NGS
DUR NG JUNE AND JULY, 1965
Dat e - June 7 June 8 Jung 18 July 2 Julv 3 Julv 3 Julv 3
Ti ae 1950 0220 £6:20 1915 17:03 192 19:42
Deception’ | Deceptron Deception | Deception Lauri‘e Deception Deception
Place Argentinian | Argentinian 3 - Chilean British. | Argentinian Chil ean Argentinian
Base Base Base - Base B Base Base Base
¥itnesses B! ! 9 5 2 9 i
Duration 5 sec. 4 sec. 25 mn. 1520ain | - 15sec. 20 ain, 62 ai n.
yellow [ight | yeilowight bri ght green & red round red-yellow | red object;
Description below below |white object;{ light; at bluish-shite] object; alsof edge varying
cloud deck | clouddeck | orange hues | tiees yellowd  light other colors] colors
. - zigzag 7i gzag parabolic | straight 7i gzag
fl otionpstationary { stationdry hovering hovering trajectory | linewith | hovering
~{accelerating oscillations { reversals
Estimated” | 2000 neters | 1300 aeters not not not 18.5 KB
distance (124 Biles)] (08 Bile) estisated | estimated | estimated (11.5ai.)
Estieated 35-50 9. 15-20i. pl ane at * o not- not not 7590 a.
size (115-164 ft)} (49-66ft) § 10,000 ft estimated | estiaated | estimated | (246-2%5 ft)
starrv,dark | starry,noon | starry,econ | starry,moon | starry.eoon
Heat her cloudy ¢l oudy 18 cover 18 cover § 28 cover 28 cover 18- 2/8
50 #PH wind § 50 HPH wind {. 50 HPH wind
| UNICAT entry Ha91 %892 U112 4893 #110 18!

HB94
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Figure 3
First Sghting, June 7, 1965

Second Sighting, June 8, 1965 _
Rel ative position of UFO and observer
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APPENDI X |

ARGENTI NI AN NAVY F RST OFFI O AL STATEMENT
(Rel eased on Tuesday, July 6, 1965)

The Navy garrison in the Argentinian Antarctica, Deception Island,
observed on July 3, at 19:40 hours local tine, a giant, |ens-shaped
flying object, solid in appearance, mostly red and green in color,
changing occasionally with yellow, blue, white and orange shades. The
obj eCt was noving on a zigzag trajectory toward .the east but several
times it changed its course to the west and north with varied speeds
and without sound. It passed at an elevation of forty-five degrees
above the horizon at a distance estinated to be about 10 to 15 kil o-
neters fromthe base. , : ' ' -

During the naneuvers perfornmed by the object, the wtnesses were
able to register its changes in velocity and also the fact that. it
hovered notionless. The neteorol ogical conditions for the area of the
sighting can be considered as very good for this tine of the year;
clear sky, sonme strato-cumulus, NMoon in the last quarter and, perfect
visibility. _. , Co

- The object was witnessed by the meteorol ogi st to?et her with 10.
menbers of the garrison. The observation lasted for fifteen to twenty.
mnutes and photographs of the object were taken. : . :

In the afternoon of the same day the same. object was sighted from
the Argentinian base on the South Qkney Islands, noving away toward
the northwest (330 azimuth), about 30 degrees a bove the horizon, esti-
mated distance ten to fifteen Kiloneters (six to nine miles). :

Source: the neWspg&elr QLAR N of Buenos Aires, issue of
July 7, 1 | :
APPEND X | |
~ ARGENTIN AN NAVY BU_L.I:—I'IN H1T2
(Rel eased Wednesday, July 7, 1965)

“In adirect radio contact with the comvandi ng officer on. Deception
Island, Argentinian Antarctica, Lieutenant Daniel Perisse, this officer
confirnmed the details of previous announcenents referring to the sight-
ing of unidentified flying objects in the area. He asserted that all
the garrison personnel " observed an extremely brilliant object, noving
toward the north with variabl e speed, sonetlnes hovering, displaying
~sudden accel erations and changes of direction. The characteristics of
“the object and its notion, added Lt. Perisse, were such that the possi -
bility of a weather balloon, a plane or a star were ruled out. The ob-
.ject was observed by a total of 17 persons, including three visiting
sub-officers fromthe Chilean base "Pedro Aguirre Cerda. "

~ The conditions of the observation were also explained by Lt.
Perisse. In the Antarctic, the day starts at about 10:20 hrs, and
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daylight extends until 15:30 hrs, followed by 16 hours of darkness.
The sighting took place dur[n% the ni ght hours, in total darkness at-
tenuated only by sone noonlight. The atten'Ft to phot ograph the ob-
ject was dooned to failure considering the low sensitivity of the film
used, the distance, and the prevailing darkness.

Fromthe Navy post at the South Qkney Islands cones a nessage
of extrene inportance: during the passage of the strange object over
the base (N.T,: earlier the sane day), two nmagnetoneters in perfect

wor ki ng condi tion regl stered sudden and strong disturbances Of the
nmagnetic field (af 17:03 hrs), which were recorded on their tapes.

Source: the newspaper LA PRENSA.of Buenos Aires, issue of
Thursday, July 8, 1965.

APPENDI X (11

CH LEAN Al R FORCE COMMUNI QUE
(Rel eased VWednesday, July 7, 1965)

~ The Chilean Air Force released today the text of the reports re-
ceived by radio froman Antarctic base, “describing an unidentified
flying ob{ ect sighted on June 18 by personnel in the British, Chilean
and Argentinian posts. According to a nessage sent by Conmander Mario
Jahn Barrera fromthe Antarctic Chilean base "Arturo Prat," a |um nous
.object was sighted for about 20 m nutes b?/ ni ne nmenbers of the gar-
ri son who were performng routine neteorol ogi cal observations. It
changed colors,. speeds and direction, moving with an oscillatory no-
tion at high speed. '

The followng day, the British base reported that five menbers of
the garrison had al so seen a flying object the previous night, redin
color with shades of yellow and green,” hovering for 10 mnutes before
di sappeari ng. ' o

~ .Aways according to Conmander Mario Jahn Barrera, conmunication

wth the Argentine base disclosed that on July 3 sixteen persons had
observed an aerial object, and that Corporal Ladislao Duran Martinez
had taken 10 col or photographs of it.

. ~ The report of the (hilean Commander concluded by stating that

radi o communi cation anong the bases had not been previously possible
due to strong interference, and that consequently the possibility of
i nduci ng a psychosis for UFO observations was ruled out, a detail of
i nportance from the scientific viewpoint. '

Source: the newspaper LA RAZON of Buenos Aires, issue of
Wednesday, July 7, 1965. '
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