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A« ORIGIN: i
In complisnce with verbal instructions from Naj Gensral Cabell, Director

of Intelligence, AFOI, tais Hq proceeded to investigute the report concerning
the sighting of an midntl.tﬁd aerisl object in the thio&d Hontgomery,
Ala, ocourring 2l July 19119 Detween the hours of 0140 and .F'..-;T.

B, - ACTION INITIATED

3 L. Om 25 July 1948, Kgjor K. A, Llewellym, FroJect "SIGN* Officer,

- Mr. A Teyarmond, Technicsl¥Assictant to Col Clingermem, Mr, A, C. loedding,
Assistant Deruty for Tectmical Analysis Division, end Capt R, J,. Gro

security Officer, proceded to Atlunta, Oeorgia where they intervi t
C. S. Chiles sod #r, John B. Wnitted, MAL pilots, and obtained their
statements as io the anomhly observed. Copes of these statements together
with drawlngy exscuted by Chiles and Woltted are appended as Exhibit "A",
On 31 July 1948 Maj L1 sonally interviewed Hr. C. C, McKelvie, the

" 'sole sengor _ hours of OLUC and 0245 25T, as to what
' Fe caw %EE. & passenger aboard the [C-3 piloted-by Chiles and Wnitted. !is
stotement is attached ‘as Iyhibit "B", . : LT

. 2. Tollowing the above interrog.tdons, roquetts were dissominated”
to fig, U.AY, Neval and commerciel sirlines by pridrity teletypes 2 Aug 19ug

requesting data on ts in the genersl vicinity of Alabama, ;
© Tlorida, Hluﬁudppmﬁmlm. Tennessee and North cqrglm-

Charts of those aircraft movements are submitted as Exnibit "CY,

o S compliance uﬁni;q AMC lotter dated 6 July 1948, the Sixth _mm. |

of Jpecial Investigutions District undertook an investigetion pert

to an serial phenomens reportedly seen by vurious people within the Gth 051
JArtrict. A comlete rt of the verious sightings, pagos 1-16 is

bereto ca Bdiibit "DV, ther reports and statements as fo relisbility are
also appended, ' : '

b, After statemonts were received, a complete analysis to
the date and time, geographical locstion, and degcription of tne gbjsct :
. was charted. The mq:ltu!{ assembled date, 1. e., statemétits of witoeases,
reliability statements, airline schedulos and the collated data chart
were forvarded to the various technicel sgencies to effect an evaluation and
interpretation of the technological futnrﬁ involved, .

€. PACTUAL “ATA

1. The collated data chart (Exhibit A") was drawn up to «ffect &
trend or pattern in regard to the reported signtingr. ,

8. From this chart it is evident that three or possibly four
separate incidents were inwvolved: .
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' (1) That per i to sightings by Massay, ﬁm-
< ndtted e e ' :
(2) That of Fe NKansfield snd Kingsley
f}w of Atery, Rufeell, Besmith, Skimner snd Provesu

EE” Tuat of Gllli
Mrz, Renfrow

b. To exclude irrelevent factors in & systematic manmer, the
inform: tion prosented in Exiiibit "A" ia prosented in the order of oceurrence
=nd vignificrnoe. ik |

2 o

v Mr & Mrs, Sebring, Krs, #1711 and

r |

(1) i duﬁr. 1 ” ' i

8. Object wes slghted EH -}uly 19U betweenm DLLUO and
L1 from the ground st dobins Alr Force Base,
Hacon, Georzia, Kt RS g ARG IR T

' [k Objoct, wus sgaln sighted from'an altitude of 5,000
A | 7 foet by Cuiles & ¥nitted while flylng & 0C-3 some
S e gt ! X miles south of Montgomery, Alabama. The tite
. L % of the sighting was 24 July 1948 at aprroximetely

it mh:} =T .

Both the Magsey sighting and that of Cilles & :
Wiitted describe the object as "eigar” or "aylinderical”
in shape. (HcKelvie perceived only the glow emitted by it)

7 4 Al observers agree thstthe object,wms traveling in a.
: +, gederal southerly be.oing and that' 1t wee tralled by
v s flame varying in colar and thit it behaved 1ike
i ' a normal craft insofer as disappe ring from the line

o

of sight was concerned,

WOTE: 1t ie 8 -xnown fect tout atmowpheric conditions *
mich =6 very ng degrees of tumidity and ingi-
dence of iLight refrection often inflence the
color of the lignt obuerwed. This would serve

' -] to explain wiy many observers coaflic t
. | in their descriptions as to color of light
; displayed Yy the objoot or its trail.

¢  Tour witpesses to tils signting aré inwolved; three |
are trained observurs. ln no instance were there any
indications of subversive or ultwiar-mzlmu
involvad, i o

f . Doth the Massey account end that of Cnilee, Wnitted

uﬁ.ﬁlﬂ- woere officielly made n:‘m:p-rmﬂ
4 it would preclude any chanoe of iwpressicns
being gaioed from redio or newspsper reports,

‘ 1 -I L ‘I_ a .
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Ject ¥#2 was observed By Feldvory, Mamefield
d Kingsley at 0230 bours 2l July 1948, while
Wroérne, botween Slrcketone, Virginia, and Oresns-
0% lnrrtl} Carolina, m-_mmm is coneidered :
parately since the descriptions of epeed as "meteoric”
‘terrific", the manner of travel“dascribed as &n
. horizontal, and the foct taat ¥t "faded 1ike
eor? seem to indicate toat tide object seen was
e one observed in Ingident 1,

. et
This object was observed between 2100 and 2300 houre
2oth July 1 at Cnamblee, and Augnsta, Georgls, -
Uy obrervers Avery, Rucsell, Bell, Battle, Atkine
%, sikioner, Proveau end Gall. Thie object was no
might t0 be a meteor in that it maneuvered. The
~4glow @as described =8 viried“in color but predominently
brillisnt blue-white, The couree was described &g
generally "southern”. Altiough the dates sosm to -
‘indleste that this sigoting could mot be the same as
-that described in"imecident 1, yet the major portion of -
tale Restimony refers to & "blue white light". Ob-
sorvitions in the first instance deseribe a "blua glow"
running the entire lengtn of the e. When vieved
from the ground it is logical to as that the blus
glow would be mostly visible. |

KOTE: In this comnection, .r. Joeef Allen Hynek, asteo-
: physlclist, O, wo is presently to serve as-

consultant on tils project, bas advised that it
is possible for .a celestial body to appesr to
travel in a straight lioe and slant downwards,
(It is extremely improbable, although
poseible, for some objects to achieve an effect
of 11ft torough the forces generated during thedr
flight through the stmosphure). It 1s his further
oplnion that it ic imossible for any celestial
tody to mansuver violently sand mske sharp turns,
It 1s extremely unlikely for heavenly bodies to
apperr to move ‘slowly when pass u?‘:h ‘the |

" lower layer: of the atmosphare, njt, groater |
digtonces, it ie¢ vossible to oboe far-dietant
todies for extended periods of time. Objective
'size is contingent upon (1) ﬂ&uam of the heaven-
1y body from the eorth and (2) its masf. " The -
zapner of disspoecrance of a meteor 4 like A

==t 1light euddenly dlinking off,

T-%0200
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(4) Incident 4

e s * eot ¥4 was observed by Shiw, Mr & Mra, Sebring, |
v 1 Renfroe and Mr. Neumith, between the
hours of 2045 tor 2050, 26 July 1UUS, at Chemblee,
Georgla and Angusta, Oeorgla. Descriptiom of this,
- nbject seems to indicate that it was a meteor, TFig
! ' of tha'nhwmim sedd that th; object was "foot
shaped”; that it sppeared to Le & green light with
- a silyery teil and that it observed lavel flight., The
j lest observer steted that the speed was ™10, to 20,000
mph" and that "it appesred to be 1/U the cize of a full
moon®, apd that "it wes a multi-ocolored, brilliant light
trailing buming fragments.” The terrific speed together
with the description of & multl-colored light trailing

burning freguents seems to establish this object as a
meteor, .

D COMMERTS L ‘e
L B i ¢ b i .

1. The only incident which possesscs absolute intelligerce signifi-
cance is incldent #1. It ie obwious that this object was mot a meteor, There
hes been no evidence to support sny findings of unrelisbility, mor heve there’
been any :]m- inaccuracies on the part of the witnessea, :

o €s  Waather reports ualu.tllish arecd of visibility as stoted in the
observers' reports. .
3« Mwailable information from Ordnance, Army, Mavy and AF Weather
Burees, Heseorch Orgunisations, and otier, foiled to reveal any evidence
. of tecsting devices to wnich thie incident could be attributed. !
* I| o PR . ¥ ¢ ¥ 7
4. Agrerently it is not of domestic origin since a thorough check of
225 flight schedules, both cgamercinl and governmental, revesled that in omly
1 one inetance did the repo flight patis cross, (See chart imclosed as |
. Bxhibit "I". Thie single exception wus tne flight in & northwesterly dirsction
of a C-U] enroute Hobins AF Buse to Olmstca Ficld, fa. Its time.of departure
would have enabled it to have passed througn toe spproximate arens on the 24
July 1948 where the sightinge were reported. However, the factors of speed |
direction of flight, manedvers, conf 1¢urat.:nnl. Ligtite and other fuctore rule
~out this one possibility. ;e )

| | : i
5. Objects similar in configurstisn have been rnpnihd as follows!

a, Hocket-like oh.l#:ts cépable of immense speed were neen |
#7  during the pust summer, im broad daylight'in Denmark, Norway
4 pod Swedan, . i -

-i

b, A 'wingle u_l.irui;nft waos observed mln; at high d
- ., ut Obrechstreet, Arnheim, The Hague, Holland, nﬁm ;
: ., was seen intermittently through clouds and was r’r,mrhd
to have two : ]

et A + -
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Flying Puselages {Torpedo or ci:pr-shqwd Bur!;r)

{' ‘te  TWhile the cigar or torpedo shaped body rupruhnt.u .an af=

ficient, form for tho fuselage'of an sirplane or the body of &4 gulded mllth, '

in neither case has it beon used as a primary 1ift producing surfeces
Howover, an exsension of the Pradtl theory of 1ift indicates that a Muse-
lage of the dimensions repart.d by the Eastern Airlines pilots Wited and
Chiles, in the Montgomery, Alabema, ineident could support s groas welzht.
of mpproximately 12,000 pounds at en arbitrsrily shosen stalling speed
of 150 miles .per huur! conservatively estimateds The Pradt) theory
probably gives very conservative values, of maximum 1ift for bodies of this
:hlpn- If a lift coel iolent twloe as great where uged (such &8 -value has
Han glven h;,r & Gorman solentist from MMory of his wind tunnel reseerches
in'Germany), a gross weight of 2,,000 pounds’could be supported at the
assumed stll‘.lfmg apaod.

|

=

be Although the craft sighted h]l" Whited and Cniles was roported
to be without wings or fing, 4% 'is possidble it could have been equipped
with extensgible wings {pr take-off and landing, contained within the fuse=
lage. In such 4 onse 'n wing span of noarly 90 feet would be.possible;
1f an aspset ratie of 5 were used (18 ft. mean aerodynamio chord), and if

_the wing design incorporated slozs and flaps, the wing could su- purt 115,000

pounds at a s:alling specd of 150 +« It is possible that the fuselage
eould also contyibute lift with this arrangement, depending upon the ine
oidence of the Wings This type of airoraft eould slsc be pn.rti:lly sup-
ported in the take-off and landing condition by the vertioal component
of the jet thrust, if the landing and take-off took place with the fuse-
lage axis, or the jet stream direction in a vertioal or nearly veriical
attitudes The further possibility that an extensible rotor, concsaled
within the fuselage, could have been used, would provides mouhcr me thod
for landing: and tale=off thet would allow win gleas flight at very high
speed.  Suoch a degign could result in a relatively l.u';c duration of

Cs ¥hile r.m ltlhili!inﬁ fing were lppnran'- on the "flying

l.:'| e jet, operated by a gyro-sorvo syetvem could have provided statis

ility, longltulinally, direotionally and leterally. Tho semo vanes
nuu d also have been used for noamplishin; stetic balance or trim, as
well as control for manuvering. A square talled boldy of the type re-
ported with the oentar of gl-luilfit$v suffioiently far [forward oan develop,
arproximately, a noutral stability and the possibility exists that def-
inite static stability oould be producec by a judicious use of flow=
contrel slots located scmewhere alons the funslages

'l'uluh.;u reported by Whited ana nhllu{ it is possible that vanvs with-

de The above estimates regarding weight, ocomtrollability,
lthbﬂlty eto, are not iptended to represent deductions regarding the
exaot_n ntu.ra of the torpedo or oigar=shaped airoraft which were sighted
by the airline pflots, Whited and Chiles, and others, they are merely
statoments of puuibﬂithu, which are latdnded %o show that such an
uronrt could support and gontrol itselfl by amerodynamioc means. The

:Llli“ systom of thie type of vehigle would appesr to he & jet or

t engines The spscific fuel consumption of ongines of this type

would be r;t.htr highe Thie, coupled wi the faot that serodynamip 1ift

LS



on such a-biody would be accompanied by high drug, pinc—: s serious limi-
tation on the range of the airoraft for any partioulsr rross weight. -
"If this type of unidentified aeriel object has extremady lon; range, it
iz probable e that the method of propulsion is onw which is far in sdvance
of presently kncnm engines. o Tl

i

mm-'n SO CS : i :

] -

s * (@)  The foregoing discussion is predicacod vfon the

' asdumption thet Powor sources presertly avall-
able wobld hpv® to be ubeds If an @sqmic.energy
powered angin. were available, a smbll mass flow®

* at.a large velociiy would doe umpI' sh the r:fqulred
1ift snd propulsive forces and the large energy °
sxpenditure would be o’ small importance.

q
(k) However, the heat erchange requirements for the,

' e atomic pmrrd engine a;ypear %o demafid physical

dimensions of inordinate sirze .~hat presently
would preclude the wse of this powerplant for |
; aircradts Experimental work in progreass to cop=
- vort the energy of the atemin pile diraccly te
olectirioicy, rather than heat, offer the promise
" ! of a more compact atomio powerplant,,
[ Fk . : d W -[
Conclusicnay 1. The tlying anamaly observed, remains uridenti®ied
© origin, oonstruction and power siurce. ;

2+ & dnrinitq trend of flight hndiu(;s has evolved as
genurnlly __yﬁh, in besring. i

abs

: 3« Suppeorting av!dmu from “parnt& rﬂhhh sources
establish existence ﬁf L.‘r.h cﬁnl‘i?ﬂrntlun-

_‘,-""""'_—:_ L t. has n nt.n];].iﬂmd Ly l'rp,j-.rut R ;
e, ! s r EpAC sk ] .
Y ’ : l Fl H
s

EQEI'E F.a !na!ﬁur . "

et ! “Capt, USAP
L’ =f Froject Officer :
i T
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