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S 15 February 1954

Colonal Ceorge L. Wertenbaker --.

:mul Intelligence Center

Hright—htm:! Air Force Base, Ohio
fear Colonel imm :

r“ incident. This rego

ne by Lockhesed el vith the

as no.t rolucta o write the -popor% in -the I‘.i.rat
phy rofused to forward it ta Yo you because of his
velief "that those wifo @35 to-have seen flying saucers are not

©up considered®to.lis logital and practlcal hard-headed
enginés H Ithﬂ;ht;muhoumm*nﬂnmurtrnf“
shhf-aﬂr vﬂ.nu t :."r' te in your oversll sluglies.
r~ v

Baat. regirds,

dnecerely youwrs,

- i}l L' I’.J':T.
) T Lisutenant Geperal, USAF
Commnder

1 Incl:
Reovort



- Janusry 20, 1954  _ LAC/143536

Subject: Sighting of Flying Saucer by Ceridin Lockhesd
Aircrafi Corporation Persormel

To: Comimander”
Air Technical Intelligence Conler
At >Talterson Alir Foxge BDase, Ohio

Through: AFPR
Enclosure:
, The enclosure i3 mad up of a number of reporis
concerning tae sighting of a so-calicd Tlying saucer' on 16 Decemia o>
1953, The reports are self-explafatory. Only onc copy of s 5 A

is .ettached, indicating generally wilere ﬁhisf’e’fqicnmu scen.- Thiy
informetion has.nof been releascd to thy press, dbut is submitted fo
such scieniliic purposes ur’yg;u.r g¥oup mey be concerned with,

- . Your comments on the sightings reported will be
very much appreciated. R .
LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
CLJ:vmp : o 4



SIGHTING OF A FLYING SAUCER

BY CERTAIN LOCKHESD AIRCREAFT CORPOALTION PER3ONNEL
ON 6 DECEMBER 1953 '
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‘ ‘CALIFDANIA DIVSION :
.. LOCRHEED AIRCRAFT 'CORFORATIUN

Decemnbes 18, 1953
To: Air Force Investigaling Grouap on Flyirg Sovcers |

On VW 2dnesday, December 16th, 1953, my wile aid 1 weni oul to our
ranch, which is thres miles west of Agours, Califor:i:la, and ong mile
noril: of Ventura Blvd., We arrived theore at sbout sundown, waich is
close io 4:45 P, M, PST. We wen! unmediately to our reagh house,
which is located on a hili facing southrest.

A% nroroximmetely 5 o'clock {within two miruted sccuracy), 1 was looking
2t e suaset through a larze plategleas window, when I noticed z2bove 2
frountain to the west what { firs? thought to be a black cloud. The sua
hrd geae dowe and the whole westirn cky was gold aand red, Wwith acvoral
thin layers of clouds or ha=ze at fairly high 2ititude, I wondered why ihis
enr 2hizcl was so dack, considaring that the sun was behied it. 2
irac. s dlately thought that some zircraft had minde an infonse smok
20 1 stvdied the objecs closely.” it was acparent, after o
scconds of consideration, thet the odtline of this objfct did nat change.
Taisking it was'a lenlicular cleud, I continued to study it, but it &id st
wrave at 2l for thres mituies. ## do not hucw now long it was thevs
buiorz my atlonlion wak | 4 to it.

-
e

When it did net move or disintegrate, 1 aslied my wile to get me our
eizht-powsr binoculars,! oo I would not huve lo take jny eyes off the object.
witich by seow I had recognized ag = so-called ‘saucer'. As sooaas|

was given the glasses, I ran oulsides and started to focus the glasses on
the ozjoct, wiich now was moving fast on & heading betwesn 240° and 250°.
V'hen I got the glasses focused on the object, it was already moving

bLehi=d the first layer of haze. I gathered ils spsed waas very high, because
el the vate of fore-shortening of its major axis. Thz2 obfect, cvea in lhe
glisaes, appearad black and distinct, but 1 could make out no detail,

a3 [ was lodiing toward the setting sun, which was, of courss, bzlow tae
horizou at tals time,

In € gcconds from t‘.m time it started to move, the oSj=ct had completely
discuazered, in 2 long shellow clitab on the 2eading noted. The clouds
ware coming onshore, in a direction of tzavel opzusite to”that of the
chizct., The time in which may wife and I ztedlad this object was tetwesn
5:00 ¢4 5:05. The cbi«ct, which had bovared atnlionary for at least
thre roicutes, eppeared to be very large bui, not koowing its distance
frare. rae, 1 could not estimate its dimengions. At all times the object
appeared os on ellipse, with a ilacss ratio of the targer axjs to tha
imiror one of about 7 or 10 to 1. I estimated the position of tha object %o
Lp wsushly over Point Mugy, which lies en 2 beariag sbout 265° from my
rvash. : e

“€atas poring of De y ol retucaed to work, hBaving teen aboags
chout 3 week, and M ssistaers Chizf BEagiavar, a2 v,
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oled 0ff o m,om foat for » nhm teat.” \Phar. mhﬁns “hia st

B ©:rosd tho controls over to me and T otarted slisblog o our naxt: (vt
$2tnda of 20,000 fest. ' I climbed through a very tiin, scaltared overcaad
serowhore around 14,0600 fost, avelded a mmla of semll clouds, and somtirusd

to clinb towards 20.000 feat.

Sunguhers betuwaan 15,0“) axd’ 20,000 fﬂ!tr; ' P sadd o na, “‘*"ﬂd out

dars's-a fiying saucer,” I lodkad out" Rield towards whers I‘o:,.* :.'3

podnting and sew Some sort ‘of an nhj&at iﬁ@:}ro:hutalv the altituda that we

vae Nying, Xmuede a slight Surn Madil% Sight tomrds thds object; twipecting

to ovartake 14 £o Shab we coild Took @t it mere clesely. I mmintalned tdu
ﬂ!l..n.., Im-_ roughly Tive minutes, looking at- tho u‘c}_ua* all tha ‘ti: ‘:u

ror ah least Live minutas, cdlacusaing
P T3S Axpraasion uas  phat 1t yas & small
g ,Iw 3 thﬂ'}gh; L deduced z‘h-.tu 'ttr

not a clond bacuuge At hed too dofl _"‘__dlgs;a.ml‘frs-ipﬂ -..-u:ﬂ
sonstant, Tt looked to me like I uu- right- diraetly Towirds, and et

wbout tha ;mm ahubian a3, 0 w:rr 1% -&it‘plﬂ.ﬂ.ﬂ T wonld o3%i
oLto atdﬁst&mthat.Iwa i.:s:m .? CDD asd 18,000 foot.
.L-.‘“lmuq? the a?:jaﬂt ﬂ-ppmad. to ha abaqlutoh' gctationary, wa did not ssem o
b2 cloa...ng tha gap between na and this“object, oven t.‘wuph wo vera flying at
soxa 225 miles per four. The objact then seensd toe potting smallar, wnd ry
atienticn was diverted n'm 11:*1‘-:::- @ rdnute or .80, Sub Wimer mentiocned that
the object wasdisappearing. 'Tn prohab]y an" ulﬁpud 21 of somswhare eround

2 minute, the object had roduced in sizo to @ mers spack, «nd then disspooared.
Its direction was almost due west. AV ‘ths tima, ths Sun hud goas belos Lhe
horizon but the sky was red, apd this u'h,juub Bad beon pilhonstted perfectly
arzainst this r&l backgrournd.  The a.tmouphm was extramely clear. Vhen I first
3ighted the cbjoct, I.guessed thal it was ‘protadly ssvon miles awwy, Howaver,

¢ mud. \ft.er ﬁt.a..:{yi:ng it :Em.'!.

. looking at it in rotrospect, the object must have tsen considerably lurgar than

T hadvestinated arx, hence t.he diu'tmca Has prodably much zraa.te.. than I hed
alro agti:mtad. ’\ :

noiing back at the Ilight reonrd tdkau on. ‘;-h:b ..‘l:l.“ht., 3% was recorded thad
o loveled off ut 20,000 feet at. 5!10. ¥ Iq#muqh a5 wa had sighted this object

wlan.ye wara smwh!:ﬁ batusen 16,000 wrd 18,000 foat, sur view of tha object

alurted at rougnly 5 n‘clock, or Just :I.iytia before Lhut, Wo continued with
o test fli;,ht., £ o more of this ‘obgarvation, und Lindsd after 5

"Melock, He discussed othap d.at.aila of the fUohf and then wendt hoas. '“hen

1 got homa,’ Iduauﬂ.bnithtnp-w o L £lying. suucer 1o W/ “a-:d.‘.ly unim.ie a

Lttlo sketeh of what 1t looked dike to Ke: :



"5-'@&1.1@@:«. 6 sk Hyn —
‘i‘;it;.ﬂl cvc-:rr*,.ng £ -

-sq‘p, :I.n....mu .;:3 hq[ £ - A - Arc 30 B.t.‘tﬁhrimmd AL ‘r.-'."i“i
Crostlng wora alzo Mo, . _ K P Wy diseqyesd s fvrbar
o thinra aniy int the. c *30-of the © sation __d%umsncd tna SH el nadd
S r'i.'a_'d‘u on th:l.n W20 'L‘pm : pﬁ‘-ﬂlﬁ‘ ’baehﬁun'l digougaion. I iatuaily
vitloned {fopd *qf baing rid.imﬁad “ﬂw.t I a::d‘omn chan*m‘ a Tlyink =avior
“wet uiehll o pippad bhix uy L*Ftﬂiﬂbﬁb ‘urel gnsd thdl he ‘m eriasaetly
-.-L' o i was h;r, dod, Wthino Turther adiew, he sidd thag 4t 2% B ‘5

. iy oblect Was nrht".l off of Point: I"ua'..tu, Thds Meocally Sowiad.ie r:.r.-:‘,
'au:ta shis ccat.im of "tho objret’ t}wt I aighted uu.u c-‘f.' ol Poi :t;; 1
: ,. 2obionted that At was comenhere: uﬂ*ﬂaah Boing Munt ang the Sanba Barbura
slends., _rwiuentally, ab the Ains I ltad" i'httexi At;_. e iyerd TiNng aver the
oEzan duat off of Tong Esaohe ° ' .

f‘ "‘

.
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-'hr.m redated that J.ﬂ? r;i.ru't. al. -_ibm.ﬁ; 544.‘35 p—.:: hﬁ -‘uc. asen
ne westolr 3iy and hid ‘zotten Div hmq:;plqrs s, docited ab 4%

dascribed A av aliding pith 1:.41 HECEoh ratin ok uppt'cmm‘ 1;{
i::
2

Bl st

st 1t -;}-pcn::cd -..nﬁicrm:*r ;n* poreraly ,_.q-u, god then
oXlent hig ...c..'l

]

h
=t dlaaposured fn one o bus n.’t.:,m‘t-dﬂ,.. 1S 8
l"-j""“f Mban"; -.::-1:#15' :.it!ﬁ 'i’l:!.lt “5 ﬂu’# iﬂ: ﬂiﬂﬂt ak 'LL -..ﬂ-»'h.i :;':.5

s ‘-.i +ht Santicn .ﬂm*i 19 Tuir{vpnan 'fun' uﬂ w..-di."’".'.ff mir " s aturios, and
Ve novan avan Usigined. nmm;pf 1..1.! 3 iy At L wan ot avlsy tc
:t"nti.*‘r.“ Tho thrps of 19 e it. fram e alrglene are a2l \g_..m..a uho
Isye boan rlhina for many yaurs, ﬂg: e:parimnt.ﬁl tayt wory, and ars trained %o
nake, uedlinate ‘obsarviticas. KoLy ;.].w sy thed . Aot 0f. experien w in F*lgh,
+o5t hﬂ"'k- ﬁr-d haa ‘bden JC].ng: - Ao Fany yaary apd ig FBH0 A rory fradned obyse
¥ ‘-r. 2Thz faut that' what & 2 Boap und: Ghat de seEsappoars 1o e Adanbical, wnd
the Cime end p].}.ca idmt-."ul, lnuda mef.ftu h&l‘la‘:e tnat 1t was ..mu exastly un
i M3ion thas 1 obsérved. . :
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% T qrh o~
L n?f"llj . s

: &m,J.a ﬂ:ing nﬁ' t‘m quqat...m_ he wvicdn ,}w mmhnn Leay. I geta an cbject ap-~
L parenily atapdiog still8n ihe oLV ohe Coast, ilr tas vlaini:ny aj: Point Mum.
| 4a uohe Tlying ot LS5l ok’ my. Judaeatit the objsct vaa ab
the Saie :-11-.1@:!:., m -‘ o< 1ins; gi?..ng a Lirst p
f:bnqu 18 and 8 ain st
‘ova T thosfntt Ghat the son was

Muf a'3-35" pea;

backaroands
wa- Mtﬁnﬁmﬁ# p1e!

; . : : 2w mabﬂnﬂith our tests,
For & feu Gomants we -tudnsd bhe My o ﬁ "!.‘t‘.'ﬁ“' obja 6 not~anperently
ciiange nm*ﬁstmﬁwﬂmﬁﬁam’ 3 # thanza of fmoresedon, I estlmate that
th2 ‘objecs i::}qlgom; mm,ﬁ}g&, nﬂnm. fhereatver, 1t sud-
denly aﬁoﬂlﬁra‘t-a due Hﬂﬂt nnd iney in ﬂ:r mder 9 '-Igisa&m'a, dieappeared
fﬂm vieif: : iy Alta -y LT A b
P P o T _
'Tha Iollming wt was: mvpﬁ'ba;h‘ijia Y nad seen the dden-
“ | tiedl objoct. winle Btending on. the. CrONMMEERRAUEH, FANAS colncidence s in-
4scegking, - Theidl 't._ha_ st43ons)y: bath. Borisonteally and vertlcally

bétean Us inaicste that tiie objsct Nad miffisient depth to limlgato . poacis
\ e GF : ﬂ, Rt il ¥ oy #t fﬁ.B Wimntﬁgn; of the
3 oL

d.mpmsible ‘disﬂ&tp'
: hES TN



. nl%umnl araa (botmaa fralon
3 oX top of o montiorod o
”hx,. Mby‘dh-u pvaya of tho potting
5t - i‘“" :
M:h 2 lu.rgu u.i.rplma ofl to the

"ot Lho £tims, amd Boy, I
Tichﬂwnl:'.-ﬂ&ndﬁu:rn;m

sad l‘ﬂu Y
brdnn
goen,
L
n*tm'wunn drﬂa ‘b#
‘right, 7oaEro roushly.
tihick, monticoed, “fhesete’a Il _
doal about flying soucors Sisoot: 'ﬂhnﬂhﬁdrmmngatﬁﬂha
~‘end Bob laird wero & Sond's ¥ sope 1ights ovor Codalina, Thoso
1i3nto roportedly &% 3 ox 8 Wi q,md umud arotnd WEM
teland and finally ¢ R R 3
el TALED
W'nhjq;q‘;-nuﬁﬂ_oi:_m C o
' S, wmmw and hondod
“tombdethe objoots s, ﬁ.mwhmﬂmy, sl hough
wo did ndt nppoas I:&u"r'_'l_ o ft at wﬂﬁHtMﬁhtmﬁm* 1%
wig, & large airplozo, possd y & yj , BLNOT M more alosely,
1t pocmnd Lo look mora 1iko o obJost Tlihoub wings with n coxlzn
thicknoas in. the mtddis taparing I oithoer pido, I oould nob distinguich
front or rear oo the obj 80°3 tﬂb&ﬁmﬂﬁl}tﬂbﬂ"&mndta
the Wost, over tho m:.m, ,nu:nl‘nl t.n t.hn r!.ain.tt; of Sazta Parbara Islands.
e LA =¥
\‘Aﬁmr Iocﬁlin&:hth Euard.!amt ﬁﬂrninutcl. At beawme
apparont this 1t wes oo : us and- i‘.lt‘t just o ninata 'or tab it
corplately di da ; %impﬁn&riu; T 1noked ot &% nft‘m& )
e?)l- ' Pay wotchod §4 ocatizusualy and
Y ;Eit-—b mhuully ‘ohoiwed 1% oot

Y utﬂiﬂum _'_'
pilo¥a’ ydndow I 430,

objooks - Rudy. uw-a,
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siuo batwoen glanses, and Pinadiy tho object wWas [onta

Thero ic 2 small afrstrip at Glant Rook, ond L kave visifed iho group o /e’
Yoy boieo
el 160D

- ol . A

vecplo thoro wilio have doveted thoir Idfe To flying auscdary,
ey photogisphs and botlss on tho uubjeet, exd Ligupativelyr oal
DAucoYns 4 .
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