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* 3n indloding a report, preparce by Clandhes L, Jednece, ' 3
el Frginear of Lockheed Alrsraft-vor,eratisn and sene of ids 1
Ansoclates, regarding & “flying samcer® inoloeat. This report E
Was handed to e by Lockbesd perscnqel vith tha explanation that o

“r. Johmsea was 0o.t reluctant te Write W fezort An the [i=at

place and then rofuses to farwarc

it o0 to yoa becsuse of Ais o |
belief that Lnose wso profeas Lo rave peern flying savters arc ast
uraally considered to le logical are preotioal hardehesded
enginesrs. Hovever, I thoacht
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Subject: Sighting of Flyng Sauc:r by Certasn Lockheed | A
' Airoraft Corporation Personnel G
E-
To: Commoander =
Air Techmeal Intelligence Center i f
wright-Saiterson Air Force Base, Obio ! T
» f
Through: AFPR i u
L.nclosuve: {s) Four copica each of repgris by C. L. Johnson @ N
R. L. Thoren, R, L. Wimmer, P. A, Colman, fZ 56
and J. F.«Ware, on the Sighting of » Flying L
Sauccr on 16 December 1953, A
[ 5
1. The enclosure is made up of a sumber of reports : S
concerning the sighting of a so-called flying saucer” on 16 December ! i
1953, The reports are sclf-exnlanatory. Only oot ooy of the map : F
is ettached, indicating generaily where this device was seen. This - t 4
information has not been releascd to the press, butl is submitted for B
such scientilic purjoses a8 your group may be concerned waith, D
2 Your comments on the sightings reported will be . E i

very much aspreciated,

'C_

LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION
CA LIFORNLA DIVISION:

-= Clarence ... J0O on -

Chicf Fngincer Y-
CLl:vmp




.

TH1S PACE IS UNCLASSIFPIED ;
\ \
] -

! THIS PAGE 1S UNCLASSIFIED ; R —

- -

-'\-

]
Ch o 2oLA Dy Sinate r
.','l'...'-ﬁ."'.l'-rlhl- nivLitAl: - H Ciun i 95

3 Decembes 18, 195)

.
Uy = 20 =}

To: Air Force Investigating Group on Flyirg Saucers z -

Mo >=T

On Wednesday, December 165, 1953, my wile and [ wenl oul to our ' 5
ranch, which [s three milcs west of Agourz, Californis, and one mile .

north of Ventara Blvd., We arrived there at aboul sundowe, which js .

closy to 4:45 P. M. _PST. We went immediately to our rench house. -
whlch 15 located on a hill facing scuthwesl.

- A% approximately 5 ¢'clock (within two minated sccuracy). | was looking
* at the sunsct through a large plategless window, when 1 aoticed above a

mountawn to the west what I first ithought o be a black cloud. The sun

hed gone down and the whole western sky was gold and red, Wwith several

thin layers of clouds or baze at fairly high sititude, 1 wondered why this

one object waa_so dark, considering that the sun was behind (t. 1 3

imyme diately thought that some zircraft had mede an iotesse amoke trail;

50 | studied the object closaly. [t was apparent, after my firsl few

sccends of consideration, that the outline of this object did not change.

Tiinkiog it was a lenticolar cloud, I continued to study it, but it did not

mmove at all for three misutes. [ do oot kuow how long it was there

before my attention veas called Lo it. '

When if did-pot move or disintegrate, 1 asked my wife to get me our
cllu-hublmuhu, so 1 would not bave to take my cyes off the object, A
which by Gow | bad recognized s & so-called saucer”. X3 soomasl

wns glven the glagses, [ ran outside and startcd lo focas the glasses oo o
‘the objeit, whigh now was moving fast oo  heading betweon 240° and 260°.
‘When I got the glasses focused on the object, il was already moving

bebisd the first layer of haze, 1 gathered its speed was very high, becaose
.of the rate of fore-shortealng of its major axis, The object, even in the

—

e e —— - —

OMYMHOASTCEOZC B,

wew glassecs, sppeared black and distinct, but 1 could make out oo defail,

]
W

as | was lookinftoward the setting sun, which was, of courss, below the
borizon at this time. L

In 90 seconds frorn the time it started to move, the object bad completely

disappeared, in a long shallow climb oo the heading soted. The clouds ° ' "
were ¢omidg onshore, in a direction of travel opposite to that of the

objgct. The time in which ooy wifc and 1 studied this object was betwesn

5:00 and 5205, ,The object, which had hovered stationary for at least

"’ ‘three micutes, appeared to be very large bul, not knowing ita distance

from me, 1 could pot wstimate its dimensions. At all times the object
appeared xs ta ¢llipse, with n finesa ratio 'of the larger axis to the
minor one of about 7 or 10 to |. I estimated the position of the object to

"T:,‘-: be r?;my over Point Mugu, which lies on & bearing about 255° from my
PI "'J.p., raABnchH. - o !--}.

* On tac mornisg of December 1TiL, I returded to work, haviog been sbsent for
"oy S ubout 4 week, and Mr. Waisall, Axsistant Chicf Engiaeer, asd Mr. Carl,

L
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il
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Haddon, our Chief Project Engincer, came into my offige with Mr. Rudy
Thoren.” Mr. Thoren stated that he had scen a flying saucer the day
befoze. 1 immediately broke in, without letting Aim say what time and
where he had seen the object, nnd deacribed my experiedce of the night
before. 1 wanted to do this so that I could get a conflirmation as to

whother or not be saw the same thiog I saw At the time steted. Mr. Thoren
wos dumfodnded, and described his experience, mloag with that of cur
cogineering test pllot, Mr. Roy Wimmer, flight eogineer Joe Ware, snd
our chief aerodynamicist. P. A, Colman. nll of whom saw the object as
deacrided in Mr. Thoren's memo.

: e .
1 should also siate that about two years ago Mrs. Johnson and [ saw an

_ object which | believed at the time, and still do, to be a saucer, flying

. weet of Brents Junction, California, on a very dark night. 1did not see.
the object ilaelf but saw a clearly defined flame or emanatios. as shewn on
the attached sketch.” This object was travelling from cast to west at a
very high speed and with oo noise. The flame or emanation was & besutiful
light blue, baviog extremely welldelined edges. My firsl impression was -
that it was 2a afterburning airplane, but the lack of nolse and the pure—
spread of the flame elimicated that possibility completely.

1 should stale that for at least five years | bave definitely belleved in the
o8 0ibilisy that flying sauccrs exist = this io epite.of a good deal of kidding
from my techdical associstes. Having scen this particalar obfect on
[December 16th, [ am sow more firmly conviscud than ever that such
devices exist, and ] bave some highly technical converts (n thia belief

as of that date. -

C 2% 5 . |
. Clarence L, Johbbo 3

Chief Englneer

L |
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FLYING SaCTRR .
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O Hednesday, Decmber h‘.':, 1953, I particizated 4in & vt Slirdt of o Navy
Juper Corwtellation V=2, talkdisr off at L:29 pun.. The Jlirbt crev consleted
of: Ry Wimmer, pilot; myself, co=pilet; Charlie Crugan, flirht engineer;
and Joo Ware, flipht test engineer. Us climbed out tovards the ocoan and .
Lovoled off at 10,000 feet for a shert test. After coplating thio test, '
dismer torned the oontrols owar to me and 1 started clizbing to our naxt test
altitode of 20,000 feot, I climded throog & very thin, scattered overcast, -
somewhare around 1,000 feel, avoided a cople of =mall clends, and cootinned
o clinh towards 20,000 feet.

josuwhere between 15,000 and 20,000 feet, Ray Wimmer sald to me, “look ocuY,
there's & flying savser.” 1 locked cut tho wirdshield tovards whers Roy wan
pointing and suw soms sort of an object st approxisately the altitude thut we |
were flying. I made « slight twnp beading might tovards this ‘object, expetting .

Lo overtake it #¢ t2at we could look at it mare elesely. I maintaized thls [
Beading for roughly five niodies, looking ot the object all the Ura,

Wimmer, Ware und myself viewed this thing for at least five minotes, discuseing
what we thought 4t might be. Wisser's first ispressics vas that it was & amull

= cloud, After studying 4t for several sisutes though, I ceduced that it wvas
oot a4 oloud because it bad too dofioite sharp edges and 108 appearance Slayed i I
. comatant, It locked to me like I was flyirg right directly towards, and at !
sbout the samo elaveticon as, a very large flylng wiog airplare. I woold eeti- £ 3
sate at this time that I vas somevhare between 17,000 and 18,000 feet.

MmO >v

MMM OZC e,

although the otject appeared to Lo absolutely staticoary, we did not sean %0 — :
to closing the pap Vetween us &nd this object, even thoced we were flying at ! ;
scme 225 miles per Bour, The object thes Jeeaed 1o be petiing sealler, and =y i
attention vas diverted froo 1t for a sinwte o #0, bt Wimser mentioned that !

o cbieot was disappearing. In probably as elapsed time of somevhere arcund ."‘b.J
s rinuts, the ocbjeot had reduced in size o4 mers speck, wnd then dissppoared.

Its direction wes almost due west. At the time, the sun had gooe below the ',

hordzon tut the aky was red, end this object bad been Bilhoustied perfectly -

apainst this red backrroend. The atadosplere ves axtreely clear, When I first .

sighted the obteot; 1 rosesed tiat Lt was podadly seven miles awny. Howerer, -

locicing at 4t 4n retrospect; the cbject must Bive been comalderadly larger than _
Lnuuuumw.m.mulumnmmm;mmmmrm

5o estimated,

ocidng back at the flipht recond taken on i flight, 4t ves recorded that’

we loveled off &¢ 20,000 feet at 5110, Ioasmwoch a9 we had pighted this object

whan ve'were scoowbare bDetween 156,000 and 12,000 feet, our view of the object

startsd at reughly 5 o'elock, or just m Little before thut. We continued with

our test flight, thinking no more of this cbearvution, «nd larded after &

olelock, We discussed otber detaills of the flipht and then went homa. Whan
’ I pot hone, I desoribod the so—celled flying savoer to ny fwdly and nede &

. little sketen of vhat it locked like to ma.




t HE T R . 3

Fle morning ] reported Lo vork amd went direetlly w zes e 6. L Johsow,
flel kapinecr, Lo pive /da & report vo 'activities ecewrring Lo vy lasy few
By LNl oF he hed ot retormed from a wrip. Ia attendance &t W18

"Viting were <lse Fr. Jacx <aeeall and IFr. Car) Mafdon. e discussed 3 nrber
“F Liinge and, Iin the course of the conversation, ! discussed the fli,h: made
Yoiterday on Uids WV-2. Lpes completion of the techalcal alscussien, I coaaually
“tetloned (fer fear of baing ridiculed) that I had been chasisy & flrine savcer
et adpht. Kelly snepped Uls up Lemedistely, omd 2818 Lhat N Mnew ausctly

viire 1L Vas and vhan) and, with no further wdieu, De 2ald that 1L was at 505

=i Lbe obleut was sipghted off of Folnt Mugu. This literally Sovlot me wver,

fetause the lccition of the cbject thit [ olrhted vas off of Polnt Muyw, I

fac sstlsatec Lhat 1L wad Someviare Letwesn Polnt Mugu and the, Ssate Bartow

-slands. *Incicentally, <t the Lime T had siphued I1t, we vers Nring over Y
tsran Just off of Loar Baach, g

wne, ' MO>" neex=

-

fell: then related that last alrkt 4t about 5100 p.=. be 2add seen aa object

ir 1he weslerr sty and bad potten Mle bincculers and looked ot At 45 detail.

he described It 4s & win- with & wspect ratio of epproximately seven, He suid
Hhit 1t gpewred stationury for several misutes, and than beadiss directly weet
=L disappeared in one L0 two minutes, as I recollect his convessalicn. TRis
Loy Jibes wrichly with what we sav 46 Nlipht at the same tiss,

*i:tht mentien that [ have btesn very skeptical of flyin saucar stories, «nd
Lot never even Lasgined seeloy an cbject In the gy trat ] wvas mot «ble to
lieatlfy. The three of us who wetched 1L from “Be sirplene are all pilots wio
fnte bean Tlrise for many years of erperimental test work, and are trained to
fare sCCurats obearvations. Kelly «lso ras had o lot of axperience in flight’
trl work, wnd Ras been (lriry for many years and 10 aleo « very iralned obaer-
Yer. The fact that what fe saw and vhal we sav appears 10 be idestical, <

T OHY Une ond plate 1denticel, loads me o elieve that 1L vas not exactly sa
2T usion thac 1 otoarved,

GNP CNES

ST e

- h-q..hu-.h-w
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ﬂ;:tf Flight Test Ennineer
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On Tedrmalny, lasember 1883 I sede o test Tiipht & _smatollas o
420l The orer 15 the weilplt sonalated of wysell wn piles, 4 L. Therw
Ab oo pllct, Charles Grugm, Fightungcinesr ant J. P, "m0 11ght tme .
ehpiteer -

I tovx off Jetw 1a e ~ftyrucen and rap Jeme LaltE .rIog The
ulish te 0,000 feet and théa uade » lewnl rus for = Fos minuiac,

T thea stected o ollsh %6 20,000 fowt w3d turmed “hy crat-ol: y
wirrte Pudy Thares., We tootinued sur-3llad in » south-erwwer v cirsotiic
nid somoi sre 13 the vislalvy of Long Desbh or Sentd fns be*wuey 18,300
et 20,000 fest vo mede ¢ FifAt uim On%o 8 west Besding. “he uw bed fie.
et but e edr var very leer wd the lipht was real goed towud the sk,
+ petioed o cload leyer 1n the sert strrtlag echewhrore eest of Swrta Crur
islend ot about cur sititide, Ibore this oloud layer, well ous if % olv
slr, Z am shel ] theught wes * r=all clewd. Juaet Zor tho “us of 1% 3 4ol
“Poy, loss st tha flyisp sswear'”

- After watobdmg It feor » Jow n'nutes we deeided 1< wosn't & wloe &
bet 3oms kind of objest, It bed = Seflnite ebepe whloh sppeer:d 10 me Lhn
* eressest. Others om bourd cescribed it o o hepe flying wing - 1 ooald
ot detect sy detelle cther Lham the rhepe of 1t, I estionts! the “leir ce
Trom us te be at lesst fi0ty or slaty e'las 45d poasibly puch ‘ertbe=, or
k20 eleer oir Llke 4het 20 12 wary Maprd %o Sudps distenae,

= @ Flew directly toward 1t for abowt five mimuten &/ our melitlisw
“powition cid B0t eppeer =i ehesge. [ ¢0 ot resall our exsot .peed, whatles
T vare atill allebing or whethor we hed laveled off duricg this *iss,

‘e ftudy wes Flying the sirplane, I hed notBiog sise ¢ do but 1o
THLah the objest. AUter Tbout fiwe minutes I euddenly reslised 1t was cCTin-
arny Fros o9 bealisy atra.ght wuat, 1o the ef about ere sirute it ru.
*“ieller wmd @sppiared, 1 wal watehizg 1t all the tioe s0 [ o8 sboe ¢ ae
'hfor ieiaral aeconds afier the rest of the orew had lost sigat of it, .-

o L

vi vatdl the tise 11 dissypearsd 1% adztaloed Lts sherp outlice sod S00)a te
="epe a0 T now 1T wad BO% 4 eliwd that diasclved pivieg the s pesranse ¢
211y vevy, .

. I might 24 the. 1 beve hed conaidersdle sxperience, shile dorrs
ster buabisg on FZ7's, o' sl ting dilstences whare thare is Tery 1ie3)r
“otaps by md 1 s oonvinoel this wer & large cbiest seme 2l:tecee gy,

w-h LT L
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INTERDERAATHENTAL TRMUNICATION

To: Clarence L. Johneon e Janweary 11, 1954

Froa: P. As Colman ' Dest, Ti=%5 Plant a-1 Ext. 8-218%

Subduct:  FLYIND SIUCEHS : \ -

This f1e an eccount of my experience of witoessing the presence of an object in

the sky. I was flying in the LOockheed W¥-7 sirplane with Kr. R. L. Thoren, Mr.

Jooeph Ware, Mr..Roy Wismer plis other msbers of the Flight Test Group. The ﬁ:}
three individuals mentionsd and I were in tte pilot's conpartment of the airplane,

&t aporoximately 5:00 p.w. on the aight of Jednesday, Decesber 15, 1953.

While flying of f the coast in.the vicinity of Ssnta Menica, I sew an object ap-
pareatly standing still in the alr off the coast, in the vicinity of Point Musu.
Ade vore fying at 16,000 ft., and to the btest of =y Judpment the object was at

the sane sltitode. The object appeared as & this black line, giving & first rosc~
tion of & B=)36 type airplane, teading straight toward us and silhoustited against

8 bright background, The backprownd was bright due to the fact that the sun was
just setting, The cbject appeared not to wove while we progressed with our tests.
For a few mooents ve tumod tl aimlane tovard the object ut cid mot apparently
change our &stance sufficimtly w0 ret any change of ispression. I estimate that
the object was hoverimeg &5 cur.sight for about tarn ainutes. Thereafter, it sud-
denly sccelerated due weat and in & tise, 12 the order of 10 secends, disappeared

from viev.

The following day it was revealed that Mr. Clarence L. Jolmacn 'ad seen the. iden-
tical obisct while standing on the ground at his ranch. This coincidence is in-
teresting, 7Tbe difference in the positiocs, both borizontally and vertically’
between us indicate that the object had safficlient depth 10 eliminate tig possi-
bility that it was a cloud phenomencn. Ths similarity of the explaaticns of the
shape and acticns of-the object is remarksble. However, the blsckness sade it
imoapsible to discern snything btut the basic outline.

Chisf perodynasics Enginesr

PAC :mm
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oo? Intre-Flight Test Mles

Jeouary 11, 19334

-

Frooi V. ¥. Tars, Jr. T2l = 3‘-& 8-2950
Subjs FLYDIO SADCERS, 2

Qo Deeonber 16, 1963, I wes aboard V-2 eirplase, LAC 4301, with Roy
Gimer as pilot, Rudy Thorem as Co-pilot, Charlis Orupan as Flight
Engioesr,  Phil Coloka wna alee in the ocokpit. '

At about 5)00 P¥ we woro over the Catalins ohaanel sres (betwem Avulen
anéd Palos Ferder hille) at 1600016000 fr., o tep of & scattersd to
broken orefonst: The horlcem wes well deficed by the rays of the settinog
soen, And the &ky above the overgast wus dlear, '

Our attoction was drafn to what looked 1ike & large elrpleme off to ths
rlgt. W wore routhly paralleliopg theo ccart at the tize, =4 Roy, I

t s monticoed, "There's s flylog ssucer™. o bave kidded Roy s good
denl abow flying ssuoers siode the alght about Two yoars ago vhea ha
and Bob lalrd were 1o 19613 wad siphted scsor lipghts over Cetalioa. Toowe
lights reportodly steed still for a mhlle anc seved arcumd over the
island and Mdally disappenred.

I was etandling beiswen the pllots and obasrved the objoot cut of the co-
pilets wisdow in 4301 Thil Coloas's attentico was mlse drawn to the

objoots Rudy, vho was flylnz st the time, turped wreund and headed
—~toward the objest. Durisg this tioe, it soc=ed to be staticmary, aldthough

. Te dld net sppear to ovartake it at all. My firet thoucht Tma that it

was a4 large airplsse, poseibly & C=124y but aftor lockdns more olosely,

it avomed to look more 1ike s large object cithout with a oo
thickneas in the cdddle taporing tomrd either side. oould not distinguiash
‘froot or roar on the objects It s0 wed to be somoshat above ws end %0

the West, over the water, possibly In the vicinity of Sasts Barbare Islonds.

Afver looking at the objest off ‘mnd oo for-tbout five nimutes, it beoane
apparcont that (f =t coving emy froo us and 1n Just & rdoute or 490 it
cotplotely dicappeared, As it was diseprearing I looked at it off end o= °
and gradunlly I could mot soe 1t at all. Roy watobod ft ecctinucusly asnd
could 400 it after I had lost o122 of it—im sotually cheorved it ouo~

tisuouwsly T believe. Tt disappesre® iz & gooerslly westwaréd direction
(tomrd the setting sun), ..

_I'n boss Loterested in flylng ssucers, particularly svor sisce ooe evmning
durisc the 1081 Christoas belidays. I wed puiting Up & TV astecos oo =y

Toof 7/hem I locked up toward the north over the hills behisd cur hoos and

sww.a large oireular objest, appavestly statideary, The tion of day was

sbout dusk and I watohod the object for sevoral misutes and called Leslic

scd & belighdor, Nr. lurphy, whe also looked &t 1t. I sosiisued Zorkiss e
« =¥ TV antouna, rlanoing at the objoet pow wnd thes, Tith more azd more

?f thes, MHO> TV (res el
Sy

ﬂﬁ-—l'ﬂHMl‘J‘f?‘I‘:}
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FLYT'Q SADSEMS, 1-11-24 4

Faze 2

1
- - . F
tise betweon glances, and fimally the objest wec [ore. a . {';’/ s
There 1¢ & sral]l alrstrip 4t Glant Moek, and I have wisitesd 1ho l;iwp of /r . P
people thero who have dovoted thelr 1ife to flyie; 2ibssre. ~Whey bave ' A
cany photozrapho end boolks o3 tho sublset. aad Tipsmatively sat pad cleo} — c
saumare. % E
; s
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