TO0 $ Col. J. Francis Taylar, Deputy Chief, All-Neather Mying Division.

1. A purely local release of informstion was made by the Publie
m“ummmammummymmm
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phenomena.® (Ses inclideure 1.)

2. brmmsuhmmchmdtotbmmwm,

Wilmington, Ohio, permission was obtained from Public Information Office,
Hq. AMC,

3. Public Information has extracted s Umited Press relesse of 22
December 1947, relating that a new comet should be visible in the northern

hemisphere about Jammary 1. This statesent was issued Professor Harl
anplq,”w Obesrvatory, Harvard University, Odrzp, Masg. (&uu
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( INCLOSURE 1)

DAEDIATE RELEASE

WIIMINCTON, Ohio, Jan. 8-- A sky phencmena, desoribed Ly obeervers at
mmcmtymamuhmwmdanmurdm
trailing a gasecus green mist, appeared in the soutimest skies of Wilmington
last night between 7:20 and %155 P.V.

8/Sgt. Gale F, Walter and Cpl. James Hudson, control tower opsrators
at the air field, first saw the phenmomens at 7:20 P.M. and cbserved its
maneuvers in the sky wntil ¥:55 P.M. when it reparted disappeared ower
the horison. The sky phenomena hung suspended in the air at intervals and
then gained and lost altituds at what appeared to be terrific bursts of speed.
The intense brightnoss of the sky phenceens pierced through a heavy layer
of clouds passing intermittently over the area and ocbecuring other celestial
phencsena.

M/Sgt. Irvin H. lewis, S/Sgt John P. Haag, Sgt. Harold K, Clvis and
T/Sgt. leroy Ziegler, four members of the alert orew, joimed the eamirel
tower operatars in obeerving the sky phencssca for spproximately 35 minutes.
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New York, Dec. 22, «(U.P)-The ocbbit of the new, as yet wn-
m.mnmwﬁummmmwu
the "fire ball"™ with its long teil should become visible in the nortbern
ht-.hph-mtbouthmnyl,rrot.hlwmmw.

Prof. Shapley, director of the Harvard Cbesrwgtory, said the
comet is mostly a southern hemisphere show, but that it should be bright
wmth-mmmtobomm.ummm,m
during Christaas week,

On a besis of the temtative calculation of its orbit-the path,
or route on which it is traveling-tbe new ecmet should be seen shartly after
sundown in the constellation Capricornus, which is mear the southwestern
horison.

® It should be visible for several mights, probably lemger,* Dr.
Shapley said.

He disclosed that the mew comet already has beem photographed
and spectographod by the MoDomald observatory in Texps, and that some "inter-
esting results”™ have teen cbtained. BHe said three caloulations of the comet's
orbit have been received at Harvard Obeervatory, which is a clearing house for
astrenomical matters.

From these calculations it has been possibles to maks a tentative
determination of the comet's orbit. Sciemtists, bowever, have not yet deen
abls to detersine the interval at which the comet mxy retarn.

"It may be 100 years or 1,000 years,® Prof. Shepley said. Halley's
comet oempletes its orbdt in sbowt 75 years. Obeservers of the new comet in the
southern bewmisphere have reported it is not as lerge as Ealley's, but much

brighter. It umwu”'u.mn‘a“m in the
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annsans when it becomes visible in the secne

northern hemisphere,

The comet, accarding to the caloculations, oame within 10,000,
000 miles of toe sum ons Dec. 2, and it is now receding at a camparstiwely
slow speed, astronomically speaking.

Prof. Shapley said that the sppearance of the new oomet
probably would not csuse a shower of metecrs on earth as many otherx comets,

including, Halley's, do. He explained that the new comet's ordit is at soo
great a distance far the earth to receiw a shower.

Extracted from
Deland Sun News
Deland, Florida
22 December 19547 isewe.



