site. There were also Nike housing units assigned to most batteries and a regional
maintenance center in Windsor Locks, CT.

Each of the individual CT Nike sites has its own page, see menu at the top of the page.

Massachusetts Nike sites can be seen in our companion site:
http://coldwar-ma.com

If you were stationed at one of the many Nike sites in CT, MA or RI we would love to
hear from you. Please contact us at webmaster@coldwar-ct.com




shooting range occupies the former military indoor range.

The Launch site was on Line Street. The property is currently owned by CL&P, the local
utility. The structure have collapsed and the silos filled in.

The old Nike housing area is most likely occupied on Faith Circle (Rainbow
Condominiums) off of Hercules Rd.

HA-36 Portland,
The control site was on Reeves Rd in the Meshomasic State Forest. Structure
foundations remain.

The launch site was on Clark Hill Road. Foundations remain and the silos have been
filled in.



Bull Hill Lane in West Haven, currently owned by the Parks and Rec Dept's Nike Site
Park.

BR- 17 Milford The control site was at Eels Hill Rd, north of Rt 162. It is currently used
by the town of Millford and an amateur radio club.

The Launch site is located south of Rock Rd near Quirk Industrial Park. Residential
houses and a ball park now occupy the site.

BR-65 Fairfield The control site was located on One Rod Highway off of Reef Rd and
is currently being used as a fire training center by the Town of Fairfield.




subcontractor to design and manufacture the missile,booster, and launching equipment. The US Army initially called the new
weapon the AntiAircraft Guided Missile (AAGM).Later, Colonel Gervaise Trichel, head of US Army advance research and a classical
scholar,named the new missile Nike for the Greek goddess of victory. The first generation of theNike missile was called the Nike
Ajax. When it was deployed in 1954, it was “the world’s first operational guided, surface-to-air missile system.”

It could reach an altitude of 70,000 feet, and had a top speed of Mach 2.3 (1,679 miles per hour [mph]). Nike missiles were guided
by a computer in the Integrated Firing Control (IFC) area from the time they were launched until they were detonated by a signal
from the IFC. A Nike battery was activated when the acquisition radar detected a target and verified that it was hostile. The Target
Tracking Radar (TTR) would then lock onto and track the hostile target. A third radar, the Missile Tracking Radar (MTR), was then
aimed at an individual Nike missile located at the nearby Launcher Area. Both the TTR and MTR were linked to a guidance
computer located within the Battery Control Trailer at the IFC Area. The missile was launched and sent on its supersonic path to
intercept the hostile target. The MTR relayed steering commands from the guidance computer to guide the missile toward the target.
At the moment of closest approach, the missile’s three warheads would be detonated by a computer generated “burst command”
sent from the ground via the MTR.

Typical Nike Ajax Missile Installation

In the early 1950s, tensions between the US and the Soviet Union were increasing. The Army felt an urgent need to field the Nike
Ajax throughout the country as quickly as possible, especially after the delays with the development of the missile. Army planners
initially considered using prefabricated buildings, but ultimately decided to use standardized, “modified emergency” designs that
were more permanent. These buildings were typically one to two stories in height, and featured concrete block walls with flat
metalroofs. This utilitarian, industrial design is considered Military Vernacular architecture. The style is characterized by the lack of
high-style design influences, as the standardized plans were intended to be purely functional and adaptable to local conditions. A
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(1956-1968)* HA-67 Plainville (1956-1961)* HA-85 Avon/Simsbury (1956-1963). All of the sites were roughly similar in specification,
utilizing the Nike Ajax missile system and having three underground missile storage magazines. Most sites were equipped with 30
missiles. Each of the Nike Defense Areas that ringed New England cities also included a maintenance and equipment testing shop
where the Nike missiles were maintained and repaired and where radio navigation instruments were calibrated and tested.

Windsor Locks Nike Field Maintenance Shop/USAR AMSA

The simple, functional mid-century modern building types found at the Nike missilecontrol, launch, and maintenance facilities were
designed by three firms: Leon Chatelaine,Jr., of Washington, D.C.; Spector and Montgomery, of Falls Church, Virginia; and
Ganteaume and McMullen, of Boston, Massachusetts. Windsor Locks was constructed from the standardized plans developed by
the firm.The headquarters for the Army's 63rd Artillery Group which controlled the Nike battalions was located at New Britain. A
Tactical Site Support Facility Maintenance Shop was constructed in Windsor Locks to support the Hartford Defense Area batteries.
The maintenance shop performed maintenance on missiles and support equipment that was beyond the capability or equipment of
the battery. Missiles were inspected, repaired,painted and radar navigation instrumentation was tested and calibrated. The facility
also had an engine test cell, consisting of a 32-foot-by-13-foot room with 1-foot-thick reinforced-concrete walls, and a ceiling
strengthened with 4-inch steel pipes and a woven steel cable blast mat. All of the Hartford area sites were initially manned by
Regular Army units assigned to the U.S. Army's Air Defense Command (ARADCOM). Units from the adjacent Bridgeport Defense
Area contributed to the manning of the Plainville installation. Later, units of the Connecticut Army National Guard began air defense
operations at select sites under a nationwide scheme to incorporate reserve elements into the nation's air defenses. The
headquarters for the National Guard Nike units was located in West Hartford. Due to the enhanced nuclear capabilities of the Nike
Hercules system, fewer missile sites were needed to defend the Hartford region. Accordingly, only two missile sites - the East
Windsor and Cromwell installations - were upgraded to utilize the Army's new Nike Hercules missile system. Site inactivation within
the Hartford area began during 1961 when the missile installations at Manchester and Plainville were closed. The two National
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Cut-away views of a Nike-Ajax launch facility and magazine
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1-1952-57 - NIKE AJAX - FIXED SITE ' i %_
2-1957-58 - NIKE HERCULES (LIQUID) SURFACE TO AIR A

3-1958-59 - NIKE HERCULES (SOLID PROPELLANT)

4-1959-60 - HIPAR - MOBILE FIELD ARMY - AIR-INFLATED ASSEMBLY SHELTER
5.1960-6? - BOOSTERLESS HERCULES - GOER CONCEPT

SURFACE TO SURFACE - SURFACE TO AIR







Nike Hercules missile on transporter.
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Nike Ajax

Nike Hercules

110,36 m overall

112,53 m overall

| Length |
| .;E.A‘I m second shge _is.is m second shge
| |
[ Dia : Eﬂ.?ﬂ i Iﬂ.ﬂﬂ m booster
| ' !0.53 m second slage
- [ |3.50 m bosster
| Fin span ?1.22m [1.88ms § stage
| N {1,116 kg at launch |4850 kg at launch
[ {523 kg second stage |2505 kg second stage
| Maximum spead Mac.h 2,25 {ea. 3,000 km/h) [Mach 365 (ca. 4 700 kmh)
| Range |40 km 140 km
[ Ceiling |21,300 m 45,700 m
: i { =
| | |
i1:263 K static thrust for 2.5 seconds) 1976 kN (220,000 1bf) total
[ {Liquid-fuel | Thiokal M30 solid-fueled rocket
l Secand stage | & ki static thrust for 21 seconds) a4 4 N {10,000 16
| Thidstage |None INane
53 warheads each surrounded with
2 layers of 1/4 in (6 mm) hardened steel cubes |
Eﬂm: M2: 4.5 I {2.0 kg) Compasition B 121b - | T-45 HE warhead weighed
Warhead (5.4 kg) tatal 1106 Ib (500 kg) and contained 600 b
canventional | Mid-body: M3: 92 Ib (42 kg) Comp. B, 176.8 Ib |(272 kg) of HEX-6
|(B0-2 k) total IMiT blast-fragmentation
Aft: M4: 59 Ib (27 kg) Comp B, 121.3 I
|50 k) twal |

| Warhead nuclear ECnmentinnaL warhiead only

IW-31 nuclear 20 ki (M-22)



Specifications

Missile

Length

Hike Ajax | Nike Herculas
==
|12.53 m overall

|8.18 m second stage

10.36 m overall
6.41m second stage

Hike Zeus A

136 m

Nike Zeus B
(XLIN-494)

Diameter

Fin span

Mass

i Maxlr_num_spe; ;
| Range

Ceiling

First stage

i Second stage

| Thirdstage

Warhead
canventional

|
| Warhead nuclear

21300 m

|E|.80 m booster
10.53 m second stage
|3.50 m booster

|1.88 m second stage
|¢ﬂ£ﬂ kg at Launch

| 2505 kg second stage

|Mach 3.65 {ca. 4 700 km/h)

| 140 km

45,700 m

|Heteules M42 solid-fusled rocket eluster
(#x MSE1 Mike baosters)

(978 kM (220,000 16f) total

0.30 m

122 m

1,116 kg at launch

523 kg second stage

Mach 225 (ca. 3,000 km/h)
40 km

I
iSo]id~ﬁlel
|L253 kN static thrust for 2.5 seconds)

091 m

2836 m

4980 kg

320 km

bz
Thinkal TX-135

1,800 KN
{400,000 Ibf)

' Mach 4 > (ca. 4 900 knvh)

1400 ke

260 km

!Thiokol TH135

| 2000 kN (450,000 Ibf)

| Thiokal M30 solid-fusled racket
|44.4 Kb (10,000 Ibf)

Mene
s

| Liquid-fuel
li[ms M static thrust for 21 seconds)
!Mona
IB warhgads each surrounded with |
12 layers of 1/ in (8 mm) hardened steel cubes
Nase: M2 4.50b (2.0 kg) Compasition B 12 1b iT-I5 HE warhead waighed
(5.4 kg) total | 1106 1 (500 kg) and contained 600 1b
|Mid-body: M3 92 1b (42 kg) Comp B, 1768 Ib (272 k) of HEX-6
i[su_z k) Lotal (M7 Hlast-fragementation
(Aft: W4 59 1b (27 kg) Comp B, 121.3 b
|(55.0 kg) total
1

:W—31 nuclear 20 kt (M-22)

iCorwntionuJ warhead only

7

Huctear warhaad
anly

W-31 nuclear

|T'hioho1 TX-238

Thiokol TX:239

| Nuclear warhead only

| W50 {400 k)
| thermanuclear
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Where's the warhead?

The rails




Missiles taking off




Going for a ride




A Booster
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