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When MADAR had the famous MADAR-15 alarm at the same time as the WOW 
Signal I didn't know about it until 32 years later. You can't make this up. I tried 
for years to tell Jerry Ehman about it but UFOlogy as tainted as it is prevented us
from even talking about it. There was no UFO connection but definitely a 
"connection" of some sort. 
 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wow!_signal

My SCU paper
 https://www.nicap.org/match/MADAR_101/WOW!Signal - SCU.pdf

Here is the new MADAR YouTube link and the MADAR site link to this new story.
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mR3V_02y1B0&t=2s
 https://www.nicap.org/match/WOW Signal/
 

Here is the link to my paper from years ago. 
 https://www.nicap.org/ncp/ncp-ridge6.htm 

And here is the latest. Aug. 30, 2025

The Wow! Signal Revisited: A Mystery That 
Still Echoes Across the Stars

On August 15, 1977, a powerful, narrowband radio signal lit up the receivers at Ohio State University’s



Big Ear telescope. Astronomer Jerry Ehman circled the anomalous burst on a printout and scrawled 

“Wow!” in the margin. Decades later, the “Wow! Signal” remains one of astronomy’s most tantalizing 

mysteries—was it a message from the stars, or just a cosmic coincidence?

The Signal That Stopped Astronomers in Their Tracks

The Wow! Signal lasted 72 seconds—exactly what would be expected from Earth’s rotation carrying a 

telescope past a distant, stationary radio source. Even more striking, it appeared at 1420 MHz, the 

hydrogen line frequency many believed an intelligent civilization might choose to broadcast across the 

cosmos.

No similar signal has ever been detected again. For years, astronomers faced a frustrating lack of 

follow-up data. When the Big Ear was dismantled in 1998, many feared the archives were lost forever.

A Hidden Archive Resurfaces

That changed when researcher Mark Abell salvaged 75,000 printouts from the telescope’s original 

software, creating a digital dataset spanning 1977–1984. Modern computing tools allowed scientists to

re-analyze the data, uncovering new details and correcting earlier assumptions.

• Location refined: The signal’s source was narrowed and shifted slightly from earlier 

estimates, providing future researchers with a better search target.

• Intensity recalibrated: Once thought to be 54–200 janskys, the reanalysis showed the signal 

peaked at ~250 janskys—weak compared to a smartphone near an antenna, but exceptional 

for a distant astrophysical source.

• Frequency shift: Subtle discrepancies suggested the source was moving toward the Sun at 

~84 km/s, hinting at a natural cosmic origin rather than a terrestrial one.

Ruling Out the Usual Suspects

Careful checks eliminated common explanations. No satellites matched the signal’s trajectory. It 

wasn’t a glitch—nothing like it appeared in years of data. Solar activity was low at the time. And 

because 1420 MHz is a protected frequency, it almost certainly didn’t come from Earth.



The Leading Theory: Hydrogen Clouds Lit Up by Cosmic 

Beacons

The most compelling explanation today points to cold hydrogen clouds. When energized by powerful

cosmic events—like emissions from magnetars or massive stars—these clouds can flare up and 

release intense bursts at the hydrogen line, mimicking the type of signal SETI searches for.

This explanation fits the observed velocity and frequency. But here’s the catch: none of the hydrogen 

clouds we know have ever produced a burst as strong as the Wow! Signal. At 250 janskys, it remains 

an outlier.

Still a Mystery

Nearly 50 years later, the Wow! Signal refuses to be neatly filed away. The evidence points to a rare 

but natural astrophysical phenomenon. Yet the sheer uniqueness of the event leaves a sliver of 

possibility—however slim—that it was something more.

Whether a flare from a hydrogen cloud or the faint hello of another civilization, the Wow! Signal is a 

reminder that the universe is full of surprises. Some mysteries wait decades for answers. Others, 

perhaps, will never be solved.


