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Dear Fran Ridge, 
 

Hello again, everyone. This is our latest update about the UFODATA project, but before 
we begin, we hope that you and those close to you have continued to do as well as 
possible during these very trying times. 

 
Our collaboration with UFODAP (The UFO Data Acquisition Project - 
https://ufodap.godaddysites.com/), which we announced earlier this year, has continued, 
and there has been excellent progress on the hardware and software for the UFODAP 
station. This recent article provides more details about UFODAP and mentions 
UFODATA and our collaboration Looking for UFO Data in Your Own Backyard | Trail of 
the Saucers (medium.com). 

 
Although the pandemic has impeded the opportunity to install new hardware at the 
UFODAP main testing site in the San Luis Valley in Colorado, work has continued on 
software development and debugging of the three main UFODATA applications: OTDAU 
(Optical Tracking Data Acquisition Unit), Mission Control (the software that displays 
acquired data and dose some basic processing), and the embedded code in the Multi-
sensor Data Acquisition Unit, the core of the station. A new release of all three to move to 
Python 3.x 64-bit and implement a number of new features has been mostly completed. 
Some highlights about improvements or new features include: 

 
RF Spectrum Analysis using Software Defined Radio (SDR) hardware in the MSDAU 
and spectrum presentation by MC.  
More advanced scrolling MSDAU data presentation by the Mission Control software.  
CSV format file save of all OTDAU position and MSDAU data (analog and RF).  
Ability to restart the last system configuration by just clicking on the Load button.  
Greatly simplified selection of OTDAU bounding box by drawing it with the mouse.  
Automatic support for any frame resolution a USB camera can support.  
Improved memory management to support high-resolution cameras on the OTDAU  

 
We have a few photos or screenshots to illustrate the UFODAP station features. 

 
In this screenshot, we see the display for the Optical Tracking Unit, with the wide field 
camera view on the left, and the second, narrow field-of-view camera on the right. The 
blue rectangle indicates that the wide field camera has detected something that will trigger 
handoff to the second camera. 
 



 
 

This second screenshot from the Mission Control software shows the display of 
several key physical parameters that the station records, including weather, magnetic 
field, and acceleration. The boxes on the right provide images from the cameras in real 
time and actual data values from the sensors. 
 

 
 



The third screenshot provides a similar view but with the radio frequency 
spectrum displayed, with an anomalously high value. 
 
 



Currently the project engineer for UFODAP is working on adding the capability to 
simultaneously take a spectrum of a detected UFO and an image in the same frame, 
something that we have worked on previously with the UFODATA team, who has 
provided advice and suggestions. 

 
We think you will agree that the progress above is very encouraging. 

 
A next key step is to set-up the central computer server that will store and process data 
from the stations, and this will be a project led by UFODATA. We have created a series 
of design documents that, based on our experience, lists all the key requirements and 
the process to complete the software and hardware development. We are now actively 
searching for volunteer programming resources for this project. If you or someone you 
know is a programmer who knows Php, Javascript, CSS, HTML and Python, or some of 
these, and who has the time and interest, you can visit our Facebook page to see details 
on requirements, or email us directly at admin@ufodata.net. 

 
If the pandemic hadn’t occurred, as with so many, many activities, we and UFODAP 
would be much further along in field testing of these latest enhancements (which are 
currently tested at the home of the project engineer). But we are certain we will be able to 
accomplish this in 2021. Fortunately, the server development is not limited by current 
conditions. 

 
For those of you who have newly joined the mailing list, you can read previous 
updates here (http://www.ufodata.net/updates.html). 

 
Many thanks to all of you who are spreading the word about us in your social networks. 
We certainly very much appreciate everyone's interest and all those who have signed up 
or donated to the project. Please have a safe, healthy, and happy holidays. 

 
The UFODATA Team  
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