60 South Van Dorn St, Apt F119
Alexandria VA 2230k

March 19, 1974

Mr. Dewey J. Fournet
857 West Lakeview Dr.
Baton Rouge, LA 70810

Dear Mr. Fournetb:

_As you know, I have left NICAP to seek other employment. My departure
was effective December 31, 1973, and I moved down here to Alexandria a
week later. Jack was supposed to prepare the minutes of the Decernber

28 meeting of the Board, but I don't know whether he has done so, Now
that I am gone, he is being very friendly and is glad for me to come
back to NICAP to work with the file material (which I have done twice).
Technically, I am still NICAP Secretary-Treasurer, although I have no
official duties. The Board wants me to become a member, but I said I
wanted to put off a decision until the next meeting. Theoretically, the .
December 28 meeting was continued, not adjourned, which I assume means
they have to meet again. NICAP is now a one-man operation, with Jack
filling all positions (including editor of the newsletter and lecturer),
except, of course, secretary (which his parttime girl does). Jack asked
me to handle the newsletter on a free-lance basis for $100 a month, but
since my former editorial assistant (who came with a package deal we had
for production of the newsletter) was getting $250 a month just to help
me, I politely declined. Jack now receives that $250 plus my entire
salary plus his own management fee (45000 a year) plus all lecture fees
(which I never got) plus some other things I won't try to enumerate here.
This is not what I gave seven years of my life for NICAP to be, but the
Board decided to operate NICAP on this basis until Jack drafted a new
contract. I strongly believe there is a conflict of interest between
Jack's role as President of NICAP (and Byard member) and his role as a
contractor to NICAP. When he proposes a new contract, I suspect he will
try to maintain both roles, because he benefits financially and can
continue to run NICAP as part of his own business. He is Executive
Director of a medical society, which he also operates out of his office,
and is involved in a dozen other ventures, NICAP provides enough money
(apart from the fees mentioned above) to underwrite all of this overhead.

Mr, Hartranft has urged me to join the Board and express my opinions. I
am willing to do this but only if other Board members feel the present
situation is inconsistent with NICAP'!'s best interests. I will not try to
fight a one-man war against Acuff Associates. Sooner or later I think the
Board must decide whether they want NICAP to have its own officers and
staff or continue to be the "hip-pocket" operation of a contractor. I have
suggested the name of a possible President to Mr. Hartranft, but my cred-
ibility is not too good these days since I was the one (as you know) who
proposed Jack's name. The man I have in mind is a retired government



administrator and former intelligence specialist whom you may know:

Arthur Lundahl. He lives in Bethesda and has been a NICAP member for a
long time. He may not be interested in the job (I haven't asked him),
but I think someone of his type (with time and a strong personal interest
in UFOs) is what NICAP needs. Most of all (in my opinion), it needs
someone with no financial interest in NICAP. There is also a young man
in Wisconsin (presently a college instructor) who might make a good
Fxecutive Director. He received his PhD last year in history, with his
dissertation on UFOs. He is now trying to get the dissertation published.

Actually, my reason for writing this letter is not to discuss NICAP but to
ask your help on a personal project. I am trying to do free-lance writing
until I can find a permanent job., I've sold one article to Fate and have
two other editors who are interested in pieces on UFOs. I also have a

tentative sale to Saga for an article on alleged government eomspiracy
concerning UFOs. Normally, I wouldn't write for Saga, but they agreed to
let me present both sides of the argument rather than slant it in favor of
conspiracy. They are particularly interested in Keyhoe's latest (but not
necessarily new) claim that the CIA controls all UFO investigations and
has done sc since at least 1953,

To deal with this issue (which I think can be treated in a longer and more
thoughtful article than the one I expect to do for Saga), I am reviewing
all published statements on CIA involvement with UFOs. In partiecular, I
have compared Keyhoe's hypothesis with that of Ruppelt and with others.
From the enclosures, you will see that Keyhoe places great emphasis on
purported CIA fear that the Navy would somehow set up a parallel program
to Blue Book and release evidence contrary to CIA-AF policy. (That, at
least, is the way I read his explanation.) Ruppelt, on the other hand,
talks about plans for a meeting of scientists as early as the first few
months of 1952, followed by a preliminary meeting in November of that year
to recommend and nominate the group that became the Robertson Panel.

It would be extremely helpful if you could spell out for me, as specifically
as possible, the exact chronology of CIA interest and involvement with
Blue Book, insofar as you know it. You made reference to this history in
a 1972 letter to me about that wild paper written by Leon Davidson, but
there was no reason to go into details at that time. I had hoped Fred
Durant would help fill me in on some of these details, but so far he has
been reluctant., I haven't talked to him since leaving NICAP, so I will
probably go see him again. He seems to enjoy my visits, and it's obvious
from the few remarks he lets slip that he could clarify many of the
ambiguities and misimpressions that have grown up around the Robertson
Panel ®

With the current revival of interest in UFOs (there are at least three new
books on UFOs due out this year, plus magazine articles), I would like to
make an early counterattack against some of the speculation that is bound
to occur concerning the question of official secrecy on UFOs. Keyhoe's
new book, which is being excerpted in the National Fnquirer and other
places, has slready started this speculation., If Keyhoe is right, I¥m
happy to give him credit, but I think a lot of information still needs to




be put on the record. I am going to try to contact as many people as
possible who were actually involved with the Robertson Panel, since this

is the pnly way to sort out the facts as far as I can see. Further
conjecture over what the government does or does not know seems a waste

of time until the CIA role (which keeps coming up) can be better clarified.
It's unfortunate people like Durant haven't spoken out sooner, because it
should would have helped prevent a lot of nonproductive sensationalism and
arguments over official credibility. BEven a simple fact like where the
Robertson Panel met has never been released. I once asked Hynek about this,
but he said he couldn't remember. Do you recall?

I would really enjoy coming down to Louisiana and seeing your part of the
country. I've never been there. Maybe, if I go down to Maxwell AFB to

~ look at Blue Book's files, I can arrange to come to New Orleans.

My new phone number, incidentally, is 703=751-81l)l, If you expect %o be
in this area, please give me a call. I live very close to National Airport.

I apologize for the length of this letter, but I'm anxious to do a good
reporting job for the Saga article and any additional pieces that may
result. After 20 years, it seems like the full story ought to be told,

Any help you can give will be greatly appreciated.

Sincg;ely,

Stuart Nixon



