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Although the Air Force officially closed its investigation of unidentified flying
obfects (UFOs) in 1969, Army readers of the Ft. Benning Bayonet were recently
startled to see a phato of a strange craft hovering aver the fort’s 34th Medical
Battalion.

The Baynnet offered the possible explanation that “it” had come to see
“Close Encounters of the Third Kind” which was premiering at the post thea-
ter. In fact, a staff photographer had encountered some artistic license in the
dark room.

Recent science fiction films concerning outer-space inhabitants have gener
ated renewed interest in UFOs. The miltary reaponse to queries concerning
possible spaceship siteings is that "Project Blue Book,” the Air Force investige-
tion of UFCis since 1948, was terminated nine yeais ago following studies
which coneluded: uu investigated UFO had ever indicated a threat to national
swcuily, repreasniad technological dovolepuwnts beyond prasant.day arden
tific ¥knowledge. or yiven wvidence of heing an extraterrastrial vehicle.
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Pioneer Group to hear nucl

Stanton Friedman, a nuciear
physicist residing in New
Brunswick. Canada, will adress
the White Sands Pioneer Group
juncheon meeting Thursday.
Sept. 27, at the WSMR Officers
Club. v

Friedman, a renowned UFO
researcher, says ‘‘Flying
Saucers, They Are Real.”” Keep-
ing that in mind as the title' of
his talk, hc also says: “'1 don’t
care how shuptival they arv, i'n
make believers af them "

The 11:30 a.m. meeting Is
open to all WSMR personnel

Scptember 21, 1990—Missile Ranger

who want to accept Friedman’s
challenge and also have a fine
meal of open roast beef sand-
wich, baked potato and green
peans. The cost is $5.50 per per-

son.

Friedman, who has devoted
much of his tme to researching
UF(Ys, has writlenn hooks of
the subject and has appeared on
national television programs
such as Unsolved Mysteries,
Nightline, Late Night andd Merv
Griffin.

His talk will cover live large
scale scientific studies; crashed
and retrieved saucers; BaucsT
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ear physicist

landings and earthling abduc-
tions by aliens; travel to the
stars; the arguments of skeptics
such as Dr. Carl Sagan and the
probably star system origin of
some UFO', sightings, lan-
dings and ecrashed saucer
retrievals.

Pasi and present military,
¢lvilian =and contractor
employees of White Sands
Missile Range arc cligible for
membership in the Pioneer
Group. Call 678-2%04 for reser-
vations by close of business on
Sepi, 25,

— o

VOLUME 34—NUMBER 12

Published in the interest of Personnel at White Sands Misaile Range
FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 1982

UFO expert to address Pioneers

One of Amecrica's best known. UFO  of
specialists will sddress the White Sands the
Thursday ot the Azsoclation.

The mesting wiil begin with lunchevn

Pionesr Group next
Officers Club.
Dr. J. Allen

s the suther of

Scicnce Magazine, and president of
Corralitos Astropomical Research

*"The UFD Experience,” xnd was geniot
consaltant to the (1.5 Alr Forse's UFD
study, *'Project Blue Book.” He is also
former head of the Uenter for Uro
Studies.

As chairman of the astionomy depart
ment at Chicago's Nonhwasern Univer
wits it the late 1550's Hynek infuated tv
“Stargater”’ baijoon iplescaps pEograT
at Hiotiaman Alr Borve Hasc.

Tareesdtty, ilynek 8 AXTONGITY eUH

ti the Officers Club Flag Room at 11:3
a.m. The hincheon will fost 34.50 pat
porson. Reservations st be made hy
Monday. Call Evie Jones (678-6136) of
Lovetto Smith (678-2424), Tickets can alsd

be obtained ai Bldy. 1330, Rooms 103 and
11, :

T Plonee: Giuup Iv a0 assacigiion of
porsons wha anrked at WM whrn i
known 5% White " Sandx  Proving

wnt

Greund (1945,4558).
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Platform in space
to highlight talk

Platform in space will be
deseribed at a joint dinner
meeting' of the American In-
stitate of Aeronautics and As-
tronautics and the American
Society of Mechanical Engi-
neers Wednesday evening, Feb,
28, at New Mexico State Uni-
versity,

The meeting will start at
7 p.m, in Corbett Center. The
program will be presented by
Berpard D. Gildenberg, re-
search meteorologist with the
Balloon Branch at Holloman Alr
Force Base.

Also attending will be mem-
bers of three other organiza-
tions — the American Meteoro-

Astrosomical Soclety of Las
Cruces,

The Iniland Missile Range
Section of the AIAA issponsor-
ing the jointaf#fair, Toastmaster
will be Joseph M, Marlin of
Las Cruces, chairman of the
section, He is an employe of
Army Missile Test and Evalua-
tion at White Sands Missile
Range,

Program chairman is James
L. Goodrich of El Paso, vice
chalrman of the IMR Sectionand

an employe of the WSMR Plans
Office,

Mr. Gildenberg, who resides
in La Luz, NM, has been with
the Balloon Branch at Holloman
since 1951, The branch is oper-
ated by the Air Force’s Cam-
bridge Research Laboratories
of Bedford, Mass,, and has con=
ducted experiments for Army,
Navy and NASA agenciesaswell
as the Air Force,

Mr, Gildenberg's fllustrated
briefing will deal with the
plastic balloon *‘sky hook"’ plat-
forms planned for future space
exploration programs, Some of
these balloons will be capable
of holding up extremely heavy
payloads, at altitudes as high
100,000 feet, while anchored to
the ground with strong cables,

A new launch site for such
tethered balloons, on White
Sands Missile Range south of
Stallion Range Center, is being
built by the USAF's Cambridge
Research Laboratories, This
new facility, in the same gen-
eral area as the old balloon
launch site, is expected to be
ready for use this simmer.

A motion picture film on the

(Continued on Page 5)

Platform

{Continved from Page 1)
“Voyager'' PEP (Planetary Ex-
perimental  Parachute) pro-
gram, conducted for NASA’s
facility at Langley, Va,, will
be shown,

Mr, Gildenberg was born in
Hazleton, Pa., in 1925. Serv-’
ing with the Army Air Force
in the Aleutian Islands during
World War II, he became in-
terested in metsorclogy. He
received his B,S, degree in
meteorology from New York
University in 1950,

At Holloman Mr, Gildenberg
was chief meteorologist for
all of the flights in the Man
High Project, He spent more
than 20 hours aloft with Poly-
ethylene balloons.

In his 18 years at Holloman
be has written and published a
number of tehnical papers and
articles, He has served as an
aavisor on investigations ofun-
identified flyinz objects, often
mistakenly reported by persons
actually seeing one of the
branch’s balloons in flight.
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Aeroshell resembling UFO

displaye

y
Ruth A, Mabe

Resling in Missile Park at
“White Sands Missile Range,
along with rockets and mis-
siles developed by the Army,
Navy and Air Force during the
past 25 years, is a Flying
Saucer, believed to be the only
one “in captivity,”

The silver conical disk, atop
a cluster of short stubby legs,
bears a marked resemblance
to photographs and artists’
sketches of UFOs (Unidentified
Flying Objects) reportedly seen
dcross the nation during the
past three decades. However,
WSMR's Flying Saucer is hardly
large enough to carry even
“little”" people, and its explana-
tion is rather undramatic,

Back in 1966-1967, the Air
Force conducted a series of
atmospheric tests using what
was called aeroshells (space-
craft) in the Voyager Balloon
System. The  cone-shaped
spacecraft looked very much
like an inverted saucer and was
jokingly referred toas the “fly-
ing saucer,”

These aeroshells, made of
heavy aluminum-type metal,
were approximately 15 feet in
liameter and about four feet
hick at the center. The original
teroshell had four rocket en-

e T e — FLYING SAUCER

gines (the stubby legs under-
neath) capable of propelling the
spacecraft to speeds of mach

1.2 and 1.6, or about 1,100~

miles an hour. Later models,
such as the one in WSMR’'s
Missile Park, hadeight or more
powerful  rockets which pro-
pelled the spacecraft at even
greater speeds,

The tests involved balloons
that lifted the spacecraft to a
launch altitude of 130,000 feet,
Then the aeroshell dropped
from the balloon, its rockets
ignited and propelled it upward
in an arching trajectory, peak-
ing at 140,000 feet,

These balloons were launched
near Roswell The aeroshells,
propelled by their rockets,
reached their maximum alti-
fude and came to earth on the
White Sands rangs.
Conceivably, seen in flight,
these bright shiny aeroshelis
could have given the illusion
of flying saucers. And, possibly
some of the UFOs sighted in
the Southwest during the launch
periods were actually these
aeroshells, A total of five
launches were made - two ip
July and August 1966, and three
during the same months in 1967,

The Flying Saucer in WSMR's
Missile Park is one of the aero-
shells brought in from its

d in Missile Park

impact area on the range, It
has been added to the cutdoor
museum which is the focal point
of interest for many of the’
visitors who come to the range
each year,

The spacecraft was designed
by National Aeronzutics and
Space Administration (NASA),
The purpose of the tests was
to reach the altitude of rarefied
atmosphere  resembling that
surrounding the planet Mars,
and to check parachute
capabillties for slowing down a
missile in a landing on Mars,

— Resting in Missile Park is what is believed to be the only authentic
flying saucer in the world. The aeroshell (spacecraft), used in Voyager Balloon System
tests during 1966-67, closely resembles artists’ sketches of the mythical UFOs (Uniden-
tified Flying Objects) reportedly seen during the past three decades. The conical shape
disk was brought from its impact area on the range for display in WSMR's outdoor mis-
sile museum, (U.S. Army Photo)
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EARLY NAVY HEADQUARTERS = In 1947 the Whita ands
Mikiils jcangs Naval farfity was houned entirely in quonset
matz, The Navy compound wee b elabs ik lwucy west
of (e Army abve. This sale was on Aberdesn 3, (west nf

present {ire station), The thres latge qionasta, ANOWN
MAliRAd RAMINtEtTANAR and personnel fuilitine. The fourlh

=

bufiding (in the bockground) wos the new Navy Umit's
Iaduussloss where the Hest NOMTF Olfievr-lu-Chasve,
Comds, Robeit B, McLaughlin was located, The hutlding
[ATATlY WaS ACEHIAA HY LamAR, )| A, ¢AdATRETAR, {LE ),
Offteer.in Charge of Canstruction for the Xuvy somples.

{U, 3. NAVY PHOTO}
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First WSPG commander did things

WSMR: The Naval Ordnance
Missile Test Station
by Tom Starkweather

Harold R. Turner, the first
commander of White Sands
Proving Ground was nicknam-
ed “Buldog" and had a reputa-
tion for being gruff with just
about everyone.

He was usually in hot water
with Gen. Homer of Fort Bliss
and he did many unorthodox
things by today’s standards of
*‘Caesar’s wife’s paranoia syn-
drome?’’ that grips much of the
military.

The Navy provided him two
kindred souls with the likes of
Commanders Coddington and
McLaughlin, Both were genuine
characters as well as over-
achievers.

McLaughlin was known as a
sailor’s sailor. When a Navy
EM wanted to build a house for
his family in Las Cruces and re-
quested permission to use the
scrap material and lumber,
McLaughlin granted it. Daily
the sailor loaded discarded
packing material, crates and
other scrap on a truck until he
had completed his home.

McLaughlin also built the
first swimming pool on post and
justified it as necessary for
training his men. He got away
with it, although the project was
never approved nor explicity
funded by higher command.

The pool was later named for
a 26-year-old gunner’s mate
first class, George Thomas
Holland, who was a lifeguard
and swimming instructor at the
pool until he was killed in a
motorcycle accident on Aug. 7,

1953. McLaughlin also had
several athletic fields put in
north of the pool.

Before the Army, and later
the Navy, offered bus service to
WSPG's neighbors,
McLaughlin allowed Navy per-
sonnel to sign out jeeps and
automobiles from the motor
pool, although this was against
regulation and added to the
chagrin of his Army peers.

1 could probably write a
chapter on McLaughlin but I
think the reader can see with
these illustrations why he was
joved by his men.

1 should also mention that he
did get in trouble with the Navy
for seeing a flying saucer and
talking about it. Of course,
a number of prominent
WSMRites were aiso reporting
sightings and getting their
knuckles .rapped by Uncle
Sam.

Cmdr. Coddington was a rug-
ged individualist. Las Cruces
was a small town and everyone
knew everyone’s business; there
was little privacy. So he and his
wife moved to El Paso. At least
when he got home he would be
someplace that smacked of
civilization he would opine.

One day in 1947 he decided to
apply his engineering talent and
experience t0 a one-man con-
struction project: He would
bulldoze a road south to El
Paso.

Twenty miles later his dream
ended in failure and he had to
walk back to the base - which
convinced him he had been right
all along - the Navy should
never have built a missile facili-
ty in this God forsaken land.
(The story of Coddington riding
Army buses will b¢ 10id n e
second part on USNOMTS en-
titled “The Desert Navy,” in

the series on WSMR’s
neighbors).
Times were changing,

though. On April 1, 1948,
McLaughlin’s successor, W.A.
Gorry, had issued an 80 page
Organization and Regulations
manual for personnel - military
and civilian alike - employed at

the Naval Unit,

In addition, as this manual
made clear, Navy personnel
were still subject to White Sands
Proving Ground regulations
promulgated by Army Ord-
nance. Of course, some of the
rules had always existed but
now they were to be enforced.

It’'s a common story, but as
White Sands grew and showed
signs of ‘“‘civilization™ there
were more and more personnel
whose only role in life was to see
that these regulations were
obeyed.

The NOMTS, in cooperation
with the Naval Research

.Laboratory, was bringing some

of the biggest names in space €x-
ploration to White Sands.

Of course, they weren't that
well-known at the time. And, at
least a portion of their later
fame, would be due to their
work for the Naval Research
Laboratory.

James Van Allen, Fred Whip-
ple, Milton Rosen, Richard
Tousey, Fred Singer and J.
Allen Hynek are just a few of
the names that come to mind.

They were making the news
from trade journals to feature
articles in National Geographic,
Life and Saturday Evening Post
to the front pages of the New
York Times and The
Washington Post with their
photographs and discoveries.

his way
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