“WE THE PEOPLE"

Do you know what the difierence is
between the Articles of the Conledera-
tion and the Constitution? What is the
unigue and essentiai nature of the Cone
stitution which causes it to be envied by
people world-wide? Next week's TI
topie is the Constitution, Captain Merrel
E. Hyne, Trop Information Officer is the
guest instructor.
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They re Seeing Strange

GREEN RIVER, UTAH —
Birange lights rise high in the
sky above this little town in the
midst of nowhere.

But the townsprople who waich
ithe new stars in moticn in the in=
digo vaults of their western =Ky
aren't excited about flying sau-

CErs,
Husiling Hamlel

For this hustling hamlst {3
saized with 8 new excitement, a
buzz of enthuslasm unmatched
since wraniwm first was discover-
ed in Utah.

Tt started 8 few month ago
when a glistening Army van and
threa quiet soldlers moved into
town. The van bore the letters:
{13A ERDA.

Silent Soldiers

The soldiers teld the curious
people of the town that they were
from White Sands Missile Range,
700 miles gsouth of here in New
Mexico.

That's all the soldiers would
2EY.

8101 Stlant

The soldiers rented & housa in
the town. They bought groceérias
atthe Tocal store, cooked their
own meals, and remained silenl
Well-trained and carefully select-
ed for their assignment, they
were diplomatic and polite,

And the townipeople could
talle of nathing els.

S N

i Lights in Green River

‘I'hen the soldiers moved thelr
van to a high point of land a
few miles out of iown and set
up strange looking apparatus.

That's when the lights started
appearing in the sky at night.

It tonk 8 local Tom Sawyer, a
youngzier who couldn't stand ihe

suspense any longer, to solve the

myitery.
Balloans!

One night when the lights were |

due lu appear, he visited the site
the soldlers hed zet up, Hidden
in the dorkness behind the while
van,, he watched them fasten
small battery lanterns to balloons
they nod inflated

Ag the balloons soared in the

sky, u suldier poinled a ielescope |-

mounied on a tripod at them.

The kid raced back i town|;

with his partial solution of the
mystery. There are 870 paeople
here and every one of them knew
about the lights and the ballons
hefore dawn. '

The word reached Ralt Lake
City and then White Sandg Mis-
sile Runge ond finaly Washing.
lon. And Lhe Army revealed a lol
wwe wf the awciwl,

ERDA Boldisrs

The soldiers are from the US.
Army Electronic Research and
Development Activity at White
Sands, a crack outfit that has

Strange Lights

In Green River

(Continued from Page 1)
pioneered meteorological work in
connection with missile firings.

Missiles? Yes, the townfolk
were told by an Army Informa-
tion Officer who visited Green
River and talked as frankly as
he could.

Experimental Base

An experimental missile base
will be established here. Not
much more can be said about it.
But it will bring people and pro-
sperity for a while to a town that
has had its share of hard luck.

The soldiers from the Elec-
tronics R&D Activity's Met Sup-
port Division have been charting
the winds up to 20 miles high so
that the people who will follow
{o fire the missiles will know the
corrections to make for wind ef-
fect.

The lights on the balloons are
easy to track with a telescope
{theodolite) that is calibrated to

perinit measurements of wind
speed and direction.
Recently the soldiers from

White Sands invited the people
plained what they were doing.

and even operated the tracking
telescopes.

And that's how a little Utah
town of 670 people took the
first step in joining the United

{Cantinted on Page 8)
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here to an open house and ex-||

The kids helped launch ballons|:
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Desert Navy at WSMR

In & day when naval missile
and povernmenl outer-space
programs were In  their in=
fancy and bordered on science~
fictlan, occasionally & touch
uf humor was evident, Suchwas
the case when a naval officer

Admiral Dan Gallery, Bureau
of Naval Ordnance, called the
Nl“lm ¢ mrs?ll
be laughed, ‘ kind of rot
gut are you guys drinking down
there?” .
On June 14, 1946 — the day
after the C~47 from Washinglon
landed — the Nuval Unit, under
the command of 3l-year-old
Commander Robert MeLaugh-
nn. ﬂmmr-mvm&. was
establishad 45 thé
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4: Wind & Sand — Friday, Feb. 18, 1966

UFO Discussion Slated
At IMRSAIAA Meeting

Dr, J. Allen Hynek, chair-
man of the Department of As-
tronomy, Northwestern Univer-
sity, Evanston, M. will discuss
«“The UFO as a Scientfic Prob-
fem” at the February 23 dinner
feeting of the Inland Missile
Range Section of the American
Institute of Aeronautics and
Astronautics.

Dr. Hynek has been “Scien-
titic Consultant to Project
Bluebook” for the Air Forces
gince conception of the investi-
gative pregram on {lying sauc-
ers. He will cover the history
of the Bluehook Project, its
approach to the phenomenon,
the results and oddities of
some of the more spectacular
sightings.

He has been connected with
Eatellite search projects since

ene wid-10508 while at the!

Smithsonian Astrophysical Ob-

servatory. The gtwo observa- |
tories using Electronic Image;

Enhancement located near Las

Cruces are part of his present|’

program in the Satellite search
area and for deep space ex-

| ploration.

In addition to holding the
astronomy chair, Dr. Hynek is
director, Dearborn Observatory,
and director of the Lindseicer

Astronomical Research Center.|

John Tormey, vice president, |
Section Affairs, Amercian In-|
stitute of Aeronsutics and As-|.
tronautics, will be a special|’
guest for the dinner and wiil|

briefly discuss “AIAA — The

Second Great Society.” Mr.|’

Tormey will informally cover
the ATAA, its organizations,
the operztion and the reasons
for the existence of the Insti-

tute.
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PUBLICATION OFFICE
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For Flying Saucer Fans: We
have discovered that great num-
bers of flying saucers are

and we have even been approach-
ed to create safe landing flelds
for others. Careful examination
by Heavy Equipment Section per-
sonnel and various technicians of

any theories that these disks sre
made of unknown metals. We
have discovered that they are
about six inches in diameter and
made of clay! Repeated examin-
ations of the ares disclose no
twenty-three-inch men riding in
them, and, what i& Worse, B0 Wo-
men of any sizal

in White Sands Proving Ground, ||

S

3 Thursday. July 20, 1850
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Mrs. Margeret Dean

You've heard about the people
who write and volunteer to “ride
a rocket, in the interests of sci-
ence.” Lately the flying saucers
are in the news again, so for the
amusement of the readers, here's
a letter that was actually written,
and addressed to Whites Sands,
New Mexico, Vital Air Center of
America’s Upper Air Research.
Dear Sir: T was reading a little
article in the newspaper entitled
“Exp&'h Saw Flying Saucers.”
'The flying saucers were indeed
very real, as I saw some of them
myself, there were three travel-
ling from the north towards the
south, I was living at another ad-
dress at that time, It was about
two and one half years ago, I
was in my room preparing dinner
so I didn't see only two but I felt
ofie but did not see it as I was not
expecting any visitors from the
sky. ! was standing in my small
kitchen preparing dinner and all
at once I felt a shock pass through
me, it was not very severe and
did not hurt me any although it
passed through me. The window
of my room obstructed their
flight. My window was about
forty feet from the ground, it
seems the first one had penetrated
the window pane and as I was in
line of the window pane I got

the force of the saucer it passed

|

through me and shocked me some
and then hit the wall two feet be-
yond me which it could not pene-
trate on account of not being

'|strong ‘enough. When it hit the
i wall it sounded like an awiul lot

Technicalities |

of thin falling glass. I looked but

{could not see anything, then I

turned my face to the window to
see what it was all about and I
saw something as large as a large
plate and a small one the size of
a saucer apparently trying to get
in. It was indeed a beautiful sight,
but it frightened me on account of
the other one shocking me, it
locked like may fine drops of
water and made a hissing noise
like escaping steam, it hovered
at the window about a minute
and just vanished like the mist.
The little one was weak and I
hardly got a look at it. I told
the weather man about it but no-
body seemed to understand, so I
said no more about it. But I will
never forget what a beautiful and
rare sight it was although I did
feel afraid, and was glad I had my
window closed. [ imagine there
must have been quite a bit of
electricity in it from the shock I
got” End quote. The spelling
and grammar is the writer's own.
This letter is an actual one on
file. We feel we aren’t violating
any rules of security in letting the

others in on this letter!
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2 WIND AND SAND
Thursday, April 13. 1850

IN-SECURITY

The topic of the day being the
interest in flying saucers, Cpl J.
P. Garner (you know what? These
initials do not indicate a specific
pame—shall we just call him Jay-
pee?) reiterates the sentiments of
a Denver policeman, that the
only flying saucers he's seen
are the ones his wife hurls. In-
cidentally, we're wondering: It
the men of Mars are 24" tall, the
women must be about 20" so
who'd want to occupy Mars?
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Fropimren Buoys; el Biats Provesiil
At Kiwanis Meet; Planet Mars Discussed

James McCain, delegate to th
1953 Boys State meeting from Las
Cruces, was to be principal
speaker at a dinner meeting of
the Mesilla Valley Kiwanis Club
Tuesday night at Lions Park.

McCain, accompanied by
Allan Pierce, also a delegate, was
o present a report on the Boys
State convention.

Speaker at a regular nfeeting

of the club Tuesday night, June’

18, at Vonnie Lee's, was Clyde W.

Tombough, noted astronomer,

Mgmber. of the WSPG Flight

Determinstion Lab staff, Mr.

Tombaugh presented an illustrat-

ed lecture 6n “The Planet Mars.”
No 'Men from Mars’

Debunking the theory that
“flying saucers” are flown by

.| “Men from Mars,” Mr. Tombaugh
.| pointed out that the geology of

.| Mars is such that animals or hu-

mans could not live on the planet,
The climate iz one of extremes,

and much of the surface of -the
planet is frozen into an expand-
ing and contracting tundra-likes
mass during the Mars winter,

The scant vegetation is the type
that requires little oxygen. As-
tronomical observations have de-
termined that there are no oceans
on Mars. The planet is half the
size of earth, and the Mars day
and year ere only slightly longer
than those of earth. ‘

Early Theory Disproved

The fissures or lines seen on
Mers through the teleacope, criss-
crossing the planet in many di=-
rections, have been determined in
recent years to be deep cracks or
canyons. It is believed these have
been caused by meteorites or
“ghooti starg” colliding with
the planet. Mars appears to be in
the path of more of these bodies
which shoot through outer space
at tremendous rates of speed than

{Continued on Back Page)

Program on Boys,
Girls State Given
At Kiwanis Meeting

(Continned from Page 1)

does earth.

In the days of Percival Lowell,

founder of the observatory at
Flagstaff in the latter part of
the last century, the canyons and
fissures were believed to be traf-
fic arteries—roads, highways and
rivers. It was believed that an
advanced type of civilization,
with large cities, existed on Mars.
And that some day the people
living in the Meartian cities would
visit earth in space ships.

More recent cbservations, and

advanced methods of interpreting
both earlier and later data, have
proved the fallacy of this theary,
Mr. Tombaugh added.
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Moon Glow |

Ever since Buck Rogers and|'
Flash Gordon comic strips have |,
been appearing in Sunday sup- |
plements, Americans of all ages |
have imagined themselves streak-,
ing toward the moon in sleek |
rocketships. «

Tales of flying saucers and al
recent Hollywood moon rocket|
motion picture have increased
and multiplied those “outer
space” thoughts. !

Occasionally a letter is receiv-
ed in the mail at this rocket ex- |
periment Post frém a person whoii
.| wishes to aid in the construction
of the first moon rocket or ride a,
fired V-2 missile until it turns |
back toward the earth and then|
parachute to terra firma.

All of these letters are given
careful consideration by proper

authorities.
| An example of this type of mail
| was recently received from the
| northwestern section of our
| country. A portion of the letter
reads: “Late in 1948 I wrote you
trom New York City volunteer-
ing to ride a V-2 fo turnover and
then bail out. Since then I have
noted several things that lead me
to the belief that soon someone
is going to ride a rocket aimed for
the heavens. A couple of years
ago I read that a machine to test
men's ability to stand many
gravities was to be built. That
was to my mind the first thing
necessary for the beginnings of
space travel. . . I would appre-
ciate hearing from you concern-
ing this line of reasoning.”

Typical of the letters is this
one: “I hope that I don't bother
or waste your time and don't
know if there are many people
ask you about the same as 1. Well, |

Las Cruces, New Mexico, Thursday, July 6, 1950

1 always have quite an ambition |
in seeing the future, a better, life
for all mankind in the future.
And I become more interested
when the movie production made
the picture called “Rocketship |
X-M." I have a feeling that I
wish T could volunteer, so could'
you think I could do it. I always
want to join these people for ex-
periment. Please let me know if |
I can join and help as much as I|
can do for all mankind.”

The above letters and those
which continue to arrive at
WSPG through the mails are in-
dications that the American pub-
lic is vitally interested in its
Guided Missile Program.
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