
June 1976; 24th Air Division, Malmstrom AFB, Great Falls, Montana.
Scramble on an UFO based on radio reports from an USAF convoy in the ICBM

fields near Judith Gap, Montana.

(The following information is provided by Ralph Gibbons, a former AF Major, who 
communicated with Terry Colvin via email.) 

-----Original Message-----
From: ralph gibbons
Sent: Jan 14, 2017 7:23 AM
To: "fortean1@mindspring.com"
Subject: Scramble on an UFO

    I was  working mid shift with the small half of the crew at the 24th Air Div at
Great Falls in June 1976. The large half of the crew worked swings. I was the crew 
senior weapons director, a major.  The senior director, a LTC did not like working 
mids.  Weather wise in the area,  just a few high cirrus clouds and the dark of the
moon.  It was a little after 2 AM and we had just finished about an hour's worth of
simulated activity and going over procedures in the check lists.  You probably know
that Malmstrom is a SAC base & home of the 341 Missile Wing with 200 minutemen 
(last word that I had now 150) deployed all around central Montana.

    My Senior Director Tech ( an E-7) received a call from the NORAD assistant 
command director who turned out to be Major Dave, my assistant SD from early 
Alaskan NORAD region crew days.  Dave asked for me.  It was an operational call.  
It seems that an E-6  supervisor with 3 truck SAC convoy was heading south on a 
road parallel to US 191 going to a silo doing was those troops do.  It seems that 
was a "very bright" light was following at about 300 feet behind them and about a 
45 degree angle.  SAC was kind enough to route the comm through their command 
center to SAC headquarters to NORAD to us.  Either my tech or I monitored the line.
I had my tech turn to the mandatory scramble check list and I decided to request 
permission to scramble the Montana Air Guard F 106's Gore Hill (also known as Great
Falls International Airport). As I was contacting the 24th Air Div commander for 
permission to scramble as this was beyond the routine scramble  criteria, the 
weapons director was calling the fighter squadron and sharing the situation.  
Needless to say the aircrews were all for it. The intersection of US 191 and 
Montana 200 in rough numbers is a couple of hundred miles roughly 110 degrees from 
Great Falls.  I received the OK from the general with one stipulation-no less than 
2000 feet above the highest terrain feature.  The flight of 2 was in the air in 
about 3 minutes and the female weapons controller headed them to the Judith Gap.  
All involved were kept informed and and I maintained radio contact with the convoy 
commander.  The convoy commander told me that as soon as the F 106's come over from
the horizon from the west (they had their navigation lights on) and traffic in 
central Montana is pretty light that time of night, the bright light disappeared.  
I do not remember if the convoy remained stopped or slowly moved forward.  I 
directed that the aircrew manually use their airborne radar to search down ward.  
The flight flew in a lazy 8 pattern.  The general was in the blue room about time 
the flight was seen by the convoy commander.  The general monitored the controller 
on the same radio frequency.  The flight maintained the search pattern at 13, 00 
feet until Bingo and they were sent RTB.  Neither pilot reported either a radar 
contact or a visual.  The convoy commander told me that none of his troops saw 
anything while the search was in progress.  When the flight disappeared over the 
horizon on the way to Gore Field the bright light then reappeared in the same 
relative location.  By then the convoy was slowly heading south  toward their 
destination.  The sergeant  was calm and professional as one would expect and 
provided any info that either NORAD or I asked.
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    The convoy company told me on the communications that just before the dawn the 
Object, "streaked up at about a 60 degree angle and disappeared."  I broke down the
connection and NORAD had no questions for me.

       The crew had been briefed on what was going on.  I recall that I had at 
least the Lewiston NSS height finder be placed in a manual mode to search the 
general area.  The tracking section supervisor was also free to use his judgment to
allow other NSS radars to go into the manual mode to assist in the search The 
fighters were picked up by radar but nothing else in the area.  I do not think our 
low level radar capability was very good in the Judith Gap.

       The general complemented the weapons team for a professional  job.  He 
stopped by the SD dais and commented to my teach and me, words to effect, "it was 
interesting & good teamwork."

    I do not recall reams of information being forwarded or written statements made
by any of us on duty.  Records were provided for the day operations staff and they 
took it from there.  The weapons director who was in charge of the weapons teams 
called the fighter squadron combat alert center and thanked them for their 
cooperation.

    I thanked the crew and asked my SD tech who was the on duty crew chief to stop 
by each section to personally thank the troops (in a SAGE operations center, not 
all ops troops were in the same room).

Thanks,

Ralph Gibbons

From: Terry W. Colvin <fortean1@mindspring.com>
Sent: Sunday, January 15, 2017 3:12:42 PM
To: ralph gibbons
Subject: Re: Scramble on an UFO
 
Mr. Gibbons,

I AP-preciate your account of the ground visual UFO and the subsequent scramble.
Neither air visual (CIRVIS) nor airborne radar does happen.  The ground convoy
NCO confirmed the unknown light went out as the jets came up over the horizon,
and then returned to its original orientation after jets went BINGO.  The ADC 
radars recorded the jets but not the apparently low level UFO, probably due to 
ground clutter. I am an amateur here and I try not to speculate too much.

I would like to pass your account on to a couple of mailing lists.  If you 
authorize I can do so either anonymously or using your name.

Best wishes,

Terry W. Colvin
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Date: Jan 16, 2017 2:06 AM

Terry,

  Feel free to use my name.  There is a reason the location is called the Judith 
Gap.  I am guessing that mountains on each side of  US 191 are about 3000-4000 feet
above the highway.  The gap is about 40 miles long from the turn south to 
Harlowton, MT.   From the turn south on US 191 for about 25-30 miles or so, the 
mountains  close together until the are only separated by 15-20 miles.  The 
mountains come closest to each other at the small town of Judith Gap, then start 
diverge as one drives south.  I have driven this route as late as 7/16 from 
Billings to Cut Bank via Great Falls.  I have many blood relatives in NW Montana.

Thus my comment about the lack of radar cover. As a side I would point out that my 
mothers family were early settlers in Montana and I have three grandfathers and 
five grandmothers married in the state.  I grew up first in Cut Bank and then moved
to Coram-just west of Glacier Park in 1944.  I have pretty deep roots in the state.

Another comment about the Malmstrom missile field;  my mother's first cousin's 
granddaughter is married to a man who was a launch control facility manager for 4 
years before he got out. I have heard all kinds of rumors for years about 
apperrations, silos close to, or on Indian burial grounds.  In my one conversation 
with him,  he confirmed the rumors but he personally did not experience other the 
unexplained "happenings".

Thanks,

Ralph


