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[nicapresearch] Pilot report - Germany - 1945 

From: Keith Basterfield keithbasterfield@yahoo.com.au [nic…

I have been listening to audio recordings made by the late James E McDonald during his visit to Australia in 1967. One of the 

recordings concerned a 1945 pilot sighting over Germany in 1945. A summary of the interview on CD 51, tape reference 

3T16S1 follows:

"At the time of the sighting Kit Francis Williams was an Acting Squadron Leader in the Royal Airforce (RAF), England. Kit was in 

the 617 Bomber Squadron based at Woodall Spa, East Lincolnshire, England.

The sighting occurred on the 25 April 1945 while on a bombing mission for Bomber Command’s Special Duties Squadron. Kit 

was the pilot of the Avro Lancaster bomber, that was the wing finder toe in the flight group. This was the final bombing mission 

of the Squadron in the Second World War. The mission comprised 25 to 26 aircraft, and had been tasked to bomb, ‘Hitler’s 

hideout, Berchtesgaden,’ this was Hitler’s mountain retreat and headquarters at Obersalzberg, in the Bavarian Alps, Germany. 

These headquarters were also known as the Berghof (residence).

The UFO incident occurred at 9.45 GMT just after a turn near Kaiserslautern, Germany on the final approach to Berchtesgaden. 

The Lancaster was at an altitude of 16,500 feet (5030 metres), the sky was clear below and the there was a solid cloud cover at 

18,500 feet (5640 metres). The nearest aircraft would have been two miles (three kilometres) to the port. The main bomber 

group, referred to as the, ‘Gaggle’ would have been ten to fifteen miles (16 to 24 kilometres) behind. Kit, who was the pilot, 

witnessed, without warning, what he described as, ‘Like a great blanket, a woolly blanket,’ that may have been four to five miles 

wide (six to eight kilometres). Kit explained that it, ‘Seemed to fill the whole of the windscreen,’ and the colour was grey/brown 

like, ‘An old army type blanket.’

The object appeared to be moving in the vertical direction past the windscreen of the aircraft, and was gone, ‘In an instant.’

Immediately following this sighting, the only bomb in the aircraft broke loose, from its mounting, and, ‘Crashed,’ through the 

bomb bay door and out of the aircraft. The bomb was a 12,000 pound (5443 kilograms) armour piercing type, known as a, 

‘Tallboy.’ Kit could hear and feel the vibration of the bomb crashing through the bomb bay doors.

At the same time as the bomb loss, the electrical power in the aircraft failed. This resulted in the four propeller engines losing 

power and therefore the aircraft could not be properly trimmed from the lift caused by the bomb’s weight loss. All four engine 

revolution counters started to drop and all other electrically powered instruments ceased to function.

Kit said during the interview that it was, ‘Obvious that my electrics had gone,’ and they were losing height.

The emergency action plan was commenced where the inboard port engine was, ‘Feathered,’ the other

three engines continued, ‘Windmilling.’ The, ‘Feathered,’ engine was locked in its starting position and

then started using the backup battery power system on the aircraft. The three other engines were

successfully started using the same technique since, ’Windmilling,’ engines could not be started without

first being, ‘Feathered.’ The aircraft had dropped 4000 feet (1220 metres) to an altitude of 12,000 feet

(3658 metres) due to the power loss.


